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TV Major Factor as ASCAP Heads | 
For Peak $17,000,000 ’53 Income’ 


The American Society of Com- sa 


posers, Authors & Publishers looks 
set to hit a peak income of nearly | 


$17,000,000 for this year, martcinn | 
a gain of about $2,000,000 over 
1952. ASCAP’s revenue has been 


steadily rising from year to year 


| 


and the era of the $25,000,000 pay- | 
off may now arrive by 1960 if ad 


present pace continues. 
For 
year, 


ASCAP distributed 


under $7,000,000 as against $6,000.- | 


000 dividend for the same period 
last year. ASCAP’s quarterly divi- | 
dends are now running around the } 
$3,500,000 marker, after some 20° 


of the total revenue is deducted 
for administration expenses. 
Chief source for the rising in-| 
come is television. The video in- 
dustry, which only a few years ago 
was negligible as far as perform- 
ance coin was concerned, is now 
gaining rapidly on radio as the| 


most important source of ASCAP’s 
take. TV will probably pay ASCAP 
in the neighborhood of $5,000,000 
this year or about $1,000,000 more 
than last year. Radio, meantime, 
still holding its own and will like- 


1S 


ly be responsible for some $9,000,- | 


000 of the ASCAP total. 

ASCAP’s revenue is rising de- 
Spite the cut in income from the 
film industry. Under the old seat- 
tax program, in existence before 
1950 when the courts ruled it ille- 


Ral, ASCAP collected around $1.- 
300,000 from the exhibitors. Un- 
der the new procedure of direct 


deals with the Hollywood produc- 


ers, ASCAP is getting around 
$600,000 yearly. Video, however, 
has more than made up for this 
Income slice 


Real-Life Russ Deeter 
Runs Smack Irto Pred. 


Shooting Same Pic Theme 


PP STUART SCHULBERG 


‘No Way Back’) 
Berlin, July 30. 


Producer of 


Fact 
Rireet 


| 


| 
| 





the first six months of this | available. 


slightly | 





PALLADIUM TO EXTEND, 
IF STARS AVAILABLE 


The Palladium, 
tend ils variety 
October or longer, 
what headliners will be made 
As was previously con- 
stituted, vaude session would have | 
ended with the Bob Hope engage- 
ment which winds up Sept. 28 

At present, Palladium lineup 
| has Abbott & Costello current; Kay 
Starr, Aug. 17; Frankie Laine, Aug 
31; and Bob Hope = 14. Fol- 
|lowing the’ variety sason, Pal- 
| ladium starts its re It ta policy 


1] TV Stations 
Topped $1,000,000) 
Net Profit in 52 


Washington, Aug. 4 
Television broadcasting industry | 


London, will ex 
season until mid- 
depending upon 


lcame out $55,500,000 in the black, 


|or 


and fiction collided on the | 
‘ of West Berlin the other | 


_— when a real-life Russian de- | 

rh =e Still breathing hard after 

a : escape from the big Soviet 
Nortal guard post, ran smack | 


Into 
Sh voting a 
for our film, 


) Vie aS, 


the 
Russian 
“No Way Back.” Vic- 
tussian-speaking Ameri- 
lirector of the picture (which 


“a ' C0-production between N. 
pg a Rathvon's Trans-Rhein Film 
just ccide >nt- Film of Cologne) had 
oe —, ‘Cut!.” after watching 
the R esny, a Frenchman playing 
Da ‘Ussian role, go through his 
a under the hot arcs. 

- ‘n One of the unit jeep driv- 
pointe at Vicas’ sleeve, and 
ae ed into the shadows of the 
20-ye unding ruins. There stood a 
— ar-old Russian buck priv1te, 
ie rete wit! ] r *d- starred cap, 

mouse and epaulettes. Vicas 


‘Continued on page 61) 





location where we were | 
escape scene. 


in Tin Pan Alley last week over 
his WNBT. N. Y., show with a 
“reading” of the lyrics to one of 
last season's click, “Be My Life's 
Companion.” The “reading,” it's 
: ichor FE. H 
been claimed by publisher E. H., 
Morris and lyricist Bob Hilliard 
held the tune up to ridicule and 
may hurt a potential motion pi 
sale. Publisher further contendet d 
that Allen used the lyric without 
ge ting clearance ’ 
Protests have been registerec 
with ASCAP’s Rules Comittee 
Allen used the Ivyric to Coimpan- 
ion” to snow that “Ss t poetry | 
was going inio current pops. 


$1,000,000 more than the pre-| 
estimate issued three 
according to the final | 


liminary 
months ago, 


report last week by the F¢ C on 
1952 financial operations of sta 
tions and_ networks. Industry's 





earnings (‘before Federal tncomie | 
tax) were 33° higher than 1951. 

Industry’s gross business (sale of | 
time, talent and program material 
to advertisers) totaled $324 200,000 
or 38° over 1951. (Preliminary 
estimate was $336,300,000, or 43° 
over the previous year.) The fout 
video networks, with their 15 
owned and operated stations, ac- 
counted for $180,200,000, or 55° | 
of toial sales but the webs’ share 
of the profits was only $9,900,000 
or 18%. 

Although network TV sales were 

(Continued on page 38) 


Allen Kids Companion, 
Makes Foe of Hilliard 


Steve Allen kicked up a tempest 


‘and 


| outlook 
| last quarter-year, 


rh 








By MIKE KAPLAN 
Hollywood, Aug. 4 
Hollywood film production, vil 
tually counted out by the gloom 
guys for the last four months, has 


Staggered to one knee and appears 


to have taken good advantage of 
the respite afforded by the long 
count. It has been badly battered, 
but there are increasing signs of 
a comeback and Hollywood starts 
the last five months of the year, 
usually about the most productive 


period of the year for studios and 
independents alike, with more 
vigor than it has displayed since it 
suffered the one-two punch of 3-D 
widescreen around the begin 
the year 

Thirteen 
was II' 


ning of 
weeks 
below 

wasn't too 


production 
and the 


avo, 
normal 
bright. In 
however, a slight 


spurt of activity has increased the 


overall pace and Hollywood's out 
put now is only 7!o‘ under last 
year's tally for the corresponding 


period. Moreover, there’s been a 


speedup in the number of scripts | 
; I ‘Street as a 


| hastened by the police 


submitted to the Production Code 
Authority for approval, indicating 
that the production pace will im- 


e 


(Continued on 1 page 55) 


‘Tiesteld Follies 
For Cafes, Video 


| 
| 
| 


| at 


the | 


| cording 


The “Ziegfeld Follies” is slated 
for a rebirth in cafes and video 
The William Morris Agency is 
currently negotiating with the 
Shuberts for the use of that label 
in all fields, but it’s likely that | 


rights to niteries and video are the 
most immediate prospects. Reason 
for the closeness of the wrapup in 
these facets of show biz lies in the 


| tion to put the Ziegfeld label into 


any spot. With this kind of pack- 
age would go some of the most ex- 


(Continued on page 38) 





= ae One to Copy 
The new sound on wax can't 
heard. Ham O'Hara and 
Don Foster are issuing a disk 
on the Donham label! for the 
jukebox trade which features 
blank grooves on each side, 
The record is tagged “Three 
Minutes of Silence.” Juke 
players seeking soree rest from 
current pops can buy three 
minutes of silence for 5c. 
O'Hara and Foster, CBS 
sound engineers, lifted the 
idea from jukes in Great Brit- 
ain where the “silent platter’ 
is a big coin grabber. 


be 


fact that sales are probably im- | 
minent. 

In night clubs, for example, the 
| Morris office would be in a posi- 


| 


| 
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TOscy SET 10 DIRECT 


OPERA ON NBC-TV SKED 


lthan a 


Toscanini will be making 
appearance 


Arturo 
least two television 
fall 

now 


in the 

He's 
length opera 
did “Falstaff” 
ago. Opera has 
selected 

This is in 
cast of the 
casts 


N.Y. Cops’ Clamp 


On 52d St. Augurs 
Strip Row's Kayo 


The 


full 
as he 
years 
been 


direct a 

=, 
three 
yet 


set to 

on NBC 
about 

not 


addition to one simul 
NBC Symphony broad 


New York's 52d 
centre is being 
Policy 
be followed from time to time, 
to Chief Police 
RK. Kennedy 


demise of 
nitery 


ac- 
Inspector 


James First 


' RALLIES 0 of 65 Barn Tryouts Earmarked 
FASUACKOFE, For Bway; A Handful May Make It 


— 


| that 
may 


Theatre 


will | 


' 
club | 


tapped by five plainclothesmen was | 


the Three Deuces, where, it wa 
found, violations comprised ente: 
tainers mixing with customers in 


an effort to get them to buy liquor 


improper lighting absence — of 
menus on tables quoting price of 
drinks, and soliciting customers by 
the doorman 


The club's books and licenses of 
the performers were picked up by 
the police and recommendation 
was made that the club’s license be 
suspended or revoked. 


The action on 52d Street comes 


at a time when a general stiffening | 
'of law enforcement is in the wind 


D CLIMBS UP OFF CANVAS 


Out of the more than 65 tryouts 
being done on the strawhat circuit 
this season, approximately 20 have 


een earmarked for Broadway. Of 
that number, probably not more 
handful will reach the 
There's also a possibility 
among the other preems there 
be one two that will jump 
the hurdle trom stock to 
Rroadwas 


boards 


Suimet 


trail’s 
this 


Among the silo 
tive tryout houses 
the Westport (Conn. 
and the Sea Cliff (L. TD) 
Former has 
works 
also 


howcase 


more ac 
Sumner are 
Playhouse 
Summer 
already in 
though some 
played other 
The Westport 
at least two more try 
the remainder of 
Cul has already 
entrie 
‘inal 
entation 
included in the 
tubulation as \ New lor 
Scandal idaptation of Richard 
Brinsley $ ‘dy, which 
Was the 5 Inaugural production 
64) 


(Continued on page 


troed five 
of them 
hat 


new 
have 
straw 
operation has 
bhnve 


out doup for 


Sea 
offered two ney 
has tw 
future pre 


easot 
Theatre 
lined up for 


Pmore ort 


We 


School 


Not port 


an 


sheridan’s com 


ite 


Rome, Lerner, Schwartz 
To Compose Musicals 
For “Junior Omnibus’ 


The bord Foundation 


will com- 
mission the writing of at least two 
original musical comedies for 
presentation on the “Junior Om- 
nibu eries tentatively entitled 
Excursion It will be the first 
tine that tnusicals have been writ- 
ten specifically for video 


Top talent will be used for these 


shows. Deals are already in the 
works for Harold Rome. Alan Jay 
Lerner and Arthur Schwartz 


Musicals are being 
Jerome Stagg, 


engineered 


by producer of the 





In another case, police picked up| series, who is slated to return to 

owner of the bar at the William New York from the Coast today 
(Continued on page 61) (Wed. 

——— pe — 












.. - ATV Package... 
1 The Hour of Charm) 


All Girl Orchestra and Choir 





Under the Direction of 


PHL 
SPITALNY 


g Featuring 


EVELYN 


and her 
Magic 
Violin 
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Brit. Scribe’s Dry Your Tears, M&L’; 


Scot Sends 


London, Aug. 4. 

The British press has started 
punching away in its own defense 
at jabs Jet loose by Dean Martin 
(& Jerry Lewis), who declared that 
“British critics stink” upon his ar- 


rival in the U. S. several weeks 
ago, following an engagement at 


the Palladium here 
Paul Holt, London Daily Herald 


critic, denied any 

bias in his reviews. In his column 
of July 25, Holt declared, ‘Wait 
Disney has rarely missed superla- 
tives in praise. When Danny Kay¢ 
was ignored by Hollywood and 
found New York indifferent, Lon- 


don’s applause turned him into a 
world star. When Judy Garland 


anti-American | 


; 


was in trouble, British praise put | 


her back on her feet. Ask Bob 
Hope and Jack Benny what they 
think of London's press applause, 
and their eyes grow misty with 


pleasure. It is only when a world | 


figure does not live up to expecta- 
tions that there is trouble. Mickey 


Rooney was scolded for a_ bad 
show. Martin & Lewis put on an 
act which was poor in songs and 
weak in joke: 

“It was the clowns themselves, 
and not the critics or the audi- 
ence, who were aware of an anti- 
American sentiment. When I saw 
them in their dressing room after 
the show, Lewis said he thought 
the boos were due to ‘the execu- 
tion of the Rosenbergs, the atom 
spies, that day.’ I corrected him, 
saving that I thought that a ful- 
some and unwarranted curtain 
speech of thanks he made had 
turned a fretful few in the audi- 
ence into malcontents, Next per- 
formance, he took my advice and 
the boos stopped.” 

Holt continued, “A eritic, Mi 


(Continued on page 54) 


J. J. SHUBERT ON MEND 
AFTER RECENT SURGERY 


J. J. Shubert, who has been in 
ill health, is reportedly much im- 
proved. Theatre operator, who un- 
derwent a prostate operation re- 
cently, is also understood to have 
a slight heart condition. 

He was well enough to spend 
last weekend at the place he and 
his elder brother, Lee, maintain 
at Mamaroneck, N. Y. 


Abbott & Costello Sock 


In Palladium Return 


London, Aug. 4 

Abbott & Costello kept the Pal- 
ladium audience in guffaws at 
their first show yesterday (Mon.). 
Humor, culled mainly from. their 
films, kept the audience rolling 
for 50 minutes. Lizzect & Eddie, a 
team of Scandinavian acrobatic 
dancers, were used for breathers 
between A&C skits. The comedy 
duo had to beg off. This is the 
team's first appearance at. this 
house since 1950. 

The Merry Macs, making their 
seventh appearance here in five 
years, were splendidly received 
Business at this house is excellent 
and a big advance is in despite 
the current heatwave here. 





Em Dollar For Drink 


Truce Lensed 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Sequence showing the sign- 
ing of the truce in Korea, 
photographed by Owen Crump, 


will be included in the Hal 
Wallis production, “Cease 
Fire.” 


Historical event will be used 
as the climax of the picture, 
which depicts the operations 
of a combat company at the 
front. 




















A Kiss for Cantor 


From 3 TV Chorines 
Poses Pay Problem 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

A hug and a kiss from Eddie 
Cantor ought to be worth some- 
thing, the pop-eyed comedian 
opined last week in a dead-pan re- 
quest that AFTRA set a scale for 
affection via the tube. The pitch 
was made in a letter, penned by 
Samue! Sacks of the William Mor- 
ris Office, in which Cantor gal- 
lantly agreed to upgrading the pay 
of three gals who had appeared 
on the May 10 teleshow. 

AFTRA said a study of the kine 
of the show revealed that the gals 
—Jane Fischer, Nancy Kilgas and 
Beverly Thomas—had each joined 


Cantor in a little dance lasting 
about 45 seconds, This took them 
out of the ranks of just chorus 


dancers and put them in the cate- 
gory of dancers in a group of two. 
AFTRA asked that they be paid 
$13.50 Over the $140.50 they had 
already received. AFTRA letter 


noted that “they not only danced | 


with Mr, Cantor, they kissed and 
even hugged Mr. Cantor.” 


Sacks’ letter to AFTRA’s assist- | 
director Howard W. | 
Oliver said that “it has been cus- | 


ant executive 
tomary since he became active in 
television that when the 
kissed and hugged him, Mr. Cantor 
was paid $20 by each girl. There- 
fore, he is.asking that we have the 
young ladies send him $6.50 each, 
which will even up the score. Mr. 
Cantor considers this a very big 
bargain because in his youth when 
he was in the Ziegfeld Follies each 
of the girls used to pay him $100 


per performance for similar serv- | 


ices,” 
Sacks added that since Cantor 
never takes issue with a union rul- 


| ing, “he is perfectly agreeable to 


Others on the bill are Billy Rus- , 


sell, character comedian; Hall, 
Norman & Ladd, musical act; Alan 
Clive, impressionist; 
Troupe, Abyssinian tumblers and 
Eldino & Partner, slack wire jug- 
glers. 


Wazzan | 


pay the sum requested for this 
kissing and hugging performance— 
and that he will waive his usual 
fee.” s 

However, the letter added, one 
point needs to be cleared up. Con- 
sequently, AFTRA was asked to set 


a scale “in case he has a scene 
where he kisses and hugs the 
girls.” 





Film Workers Pay Up 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Film workers’ pay bounced up 
substantially in June, California 
Labor Statistics Bulletin reported. 
Average weekly earnings’. of 
$118.19, compared to $107 for May, 
$113.68 for June, 1952. 

Workers averaged 42.4 hours at 
$2.79. Average working time in 
May was 39.1 hours, last June 41.6 
hours, 
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HORACE HEIDT 
FOR LUCKY STRIKE 
Under Personal Management 
JOHN LEER 
111 Fifth Ave., New York 


Posh Office Bldg. 
To Swallow-Up 
More 52 St. Cafes 


Respectability has bitten off an- 
other vast chunk of New York’s 
West 52d St. The ever-spreading 
Rockefeller Center will absorb the 
buildings now containing five nit- 














eries on the south side of the 
street. They are Three Deuces, 
Samoa, Nocturne, Famous Door 


and Del Rio. Altogether, 30 build- 
ings have been bought by Knicker- 


r 





bocker Development, Inc., a realty 


investment group headed by 
Leonard J. Beck. 
Replacing the clubs will be a 


| 35-story office building with shops 
|} and restaurants. The barkers pull- 
ing in the unsuspecting with] 


them to invest a $3.50 minimum, | 
,will be replaced by doormen. 
Swank instead of squalor will be 
| the keynote in the new develop- | 
ment. 
This 
the top 
street of 


of 
this | 


invasion 
interests on 

strips and swing. The| 
Standard Oil Bldg. and Crowell-| 
Collier previously eliminated a! 
stretch of the night club belt. For | 
example, the first night club on 
the street from the Fifth Ave. side 
Starts at 38 West 52d Street. 
Not too many vears ago the Club 
18 ‘at 18 W. 52d ) used to be one 
of the top spots on that part of 


‘Continued on page 54) ; 


is the second 
monied 





Broadway Biographies 
—_—(The Ingenue )——— 


| Up until she is about 23 
|The ingenue is dedicated 
To her art. 

After that, she’s dedicated 
To the art of 

Remaining an ingenue. 

She starts out by vowing 
She'll never marry an actor; 
But she always does, 

| With. of course, the idea 

| That they will become 

| The new Lunts. 

| This lasts about two seasons 
_ And then she begins 

To look around for 

A little security 

Such as a playwright, 

A producer, 

| Or, best of all, 

|A rich agent. 

Failing in this, 

She finally settles for any guy 
Who's got a sieady job 

And says he Loves the Theatre. 





This also lasts another two years 
Until he gets tired of 

Cuing her TV commercials 

And picking her up 

| After performances. 

| Then she either goes home 

| To White Bait, Montana, 

| Or gets lucky 

eae becomes a real actress. 
Which means she’s able to make 
Her own living on television 

And now and then get a part 

| In a Broadway flop. 

a she’s more dedicated than 
| 

; 





ever, 
And pretty soon, 
| Before she knows it, 
She becomes 
| A character actress. 





j Tom Weatherly. 


US. Fashion Buyer Coin Boosts Paris 


Slugsish 





Niteries: Legit, Film Biz 


Hedda’s Hotfoot 


N. Y. Daily News did some 
fancy between-editions scissor- 
ing on Hedda Hopper last Fri- 
day morning (30). Early 
(pink) edition carried an item 
by the Hollywood synidcated 
columnist to the effect that 
radio is the cheapest advertis- 
ing buy today in America, also 
postscripting an_ inferential 
swipe at TV as well. 

As far as the N. Y. Daily 
News is concerned, it was two- 
way hotfoot. Daily also owns 
the WPIX video operation. 








New Soviet Attitude Vs. 


West Seen in Bid for U.S. 
Pix, Venice Fest Entry 


Changing Russian attitude to- 
wards the West was expressed in 
two film developments last week 
when it became known that the 
Soviets (1) want to reacquire the 
rights to nine Hollywood pix which 
they released in the ’30s and early 
’40s, and (2) will participate in the 
Venice Film Festival which gets 
underway Aug. 20. 

Reds’ bid for the American films 


lis being handled through Nicholas 


Napoli, prexy of Artkino Pictures, 
which reps Sovexportfilm in this 
country. He said the titles included 
two Chaplin pix, “Modern Times” 
and “City Lights;” “In Old Chi- 
cago,” “100 Men and a Girl,” “His 
Butler’s Sister,” ‘“‘The Hurricane,” 


“Sun Valley Serenade,” “The 
|Great Waltz’ and “Charley’s 
|} Aunt.” The Russians want the 


| films for a five-year period, ‘ 


Distrib execs commented in 


“show now going on” and getting| N. Y. that they saw no reason why 


Moscow shouldn't get the pix, pro- 


| vided there could be an agreement 


Some of the companies 
the matter them- 


on terms. 
are handling 


| selves, while others are referring 


it to the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. which, on paper at least, still 
reps the distribs in the Soviet 
Union. Arthur W. Kelly, Chaplin 
rep, said that the two Chaplin com- 
edies would “certainly be avail- 
able” if the Russians are willing 
to pay enough for them. Russian 
rights to these and the other films 
expired some time ago. 

There was some amused com- 
ment on the formal Soviet ap- 
proach since, in the past, the Reds 
haven't shown any such considera- 
tion. Last year, pix like “Meet 
John Doe,” “Mr. Deeds Goes to 
Town,” “Mr. Smith Goes to Wash- 
ington,” “Viva Villa” and others 
blossomed out in Moscow theatres. 
Replying to American industry 
complaints that they had’ no right 
to show these pix, the Soviets told 
the U. S. State Dept. that the films 
were “war booty.” A number of 
these pix had _ their 


mie line. 

Last official approach on selling 
Hollywood product to the Russians 
was made in 1948 by MPEA prexy 
Eric Johnston and involved 20 
films. Reds saw over 100 pix but 
couldn't agree on more than nine, 
and so the matter was dropped. 
Johnston said recently that there 
hasn't been an official nibble from 
Moscow since. 

Venice participation marks the 
first time that the Russians have 
entered pix in that event since 
1947. They'll be flanked by two 
satellites, Poland and Czechoslo- 
vakia, Americans are sending four 
pix, 





Champions Returning To 
Vegas as Sub for Raft 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

The Flamingo, Las Vegas, hastily 
booked a return date of Marge 
& Gower Champion, opening Aug. 
27, to fill gap occasioned when 
George Raft cancelled out of a 
scheduled return to niteries with 
a Sammy Lewis package. 
Champions. played there’ three 
months ago. Lenny Kent and the 
Barry Sisters will support in the 
Aug. 27 date. 


Raft is suffering from a nervous. 


allergy. 


endings | 
changed to conform with the Com-} 


The | 


Paris, Aug. 4 
Fall fashion collections with + 
year’s revolutionary return to } 
short skirt, which may result in 
the gals in the world being dr: 
like Clara Bow and Mae Mi, 
before Xmas, have brought 
boatloads of American buy¢ , 
Paris than have been seen sinc: e 
lush, short-skirted ’20s. 
Expense-account spending j " 
ing pop local niteries a pow: ) 
boost during what is usual 
off-season summer stretch. L 
Nouvelle Eve, Bal Tabarin, Ev« i 
| Moulin Rouge — where organist 
| Ethel Smith is current headliner— 
{are jammed nightly including Mon- 
days, which are often off at other 
times. Smaller boites and ma 
| chansonniers, having suffered p. 
biz earlier in the summer, h: 
'closed down until September, p 
| mitting bigtime cabarets to grab 
| all the trade. 
Legit and pix houses have not 
| profited by the influx of buyer dol- 
| lars and report sluggish biz. Ons 
| reason may be that collection open. 
lings conflict with theatre and pic- 
|ture palace timetables, in addition 
ito conflicting with one another. 
|} Jacques Fath and Patou openings 
occurred same night (27) with Dior, 
| 


4 


ed 





Balmain and Jacqués Heim exhibits 


all on following night (28), and 
with Desses, Schiaparelli and 
| Balenciaga displaying their wares 
jnext night (29). Lanvin had no 


rivals (30), nor did Givenchy 
Folies Lone Sellout 

Folies-Bergere show, “Real Mad- 
ness,” is only nightly legit sellout, 
with Casino de Paris (“Une Revue 
du Tonnerre’—“Thunder Revue’) 
and Magador (“Belle of New 
York”) doing strong but not capace 
ity biz. Chatelet has relit with 
comeback of Francis Lopez oper- 
etta, “Singer of Mexico,” and two 
intimate summer revues, “Ah, What 
Wonderful Revels’ at Daunou and 
“Paris Galant, ’53” at Capucines, 
are doing brisk ticket-selling. 

There are 34 legit houses shut- 
tered until September, and only 
such longrun straight hits as “Cui- 
sine des Anges” (“My Favorite 
Angels”) at Varieties, “When the 
Child Appears” at the Nouveautes, 
“I'm Here and I’m Staying” at 
Ambigu, “Dialog of the Carmelites 
at Hebertot, “Virgin from Auteuil” 
at Palais-Royal, double-bill revival 
of “No Exit” and “Respectful Pros- 
titute” at Caumartin, plus a hand- 
ful of offbeat, arty small-seaters, 
are braving the August hot weather 
exodus of Parisians. 


Top American pix and most 
French ones are being held, with 
“Hans Christian Andersen” open- 
ing the late summer film season at 
Colisee Aug. 15. Present pix crop 
is made up of second-raters, with 
best biz being done by Spanish 
comedy, “Welcome, Mr. Marshall.” 
Fernandel big-grosser, “Return of 
Don Camillo,” exited from Colisee 
Aug. 1 after record-breaking three- 
;month run, making way for “Call 
of Destiny,’ Jean Marais starrer, 
which holds house until “Ander- 
sen” goes in. 


AMOS ’N’ ANDY (NEGRO 
UNIT) FOR NITERIES 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


Freeman Gosden and Charles 
Correll are putting together a tab 
version of their “Amos ‘n’ Andy” 
| for niteries and theatres. Long- 
| time partners hope to get in on 
| the lush Las Vegas coin and even- 
tually hope to put their sketch into 
the Palace, N. Y., two-a-day. 

Alvin Childress, Tim Moore and 
Spencer Williams will play Amos, 
Andy and The Kingfish, respective- 
ly. They have previous}y assumed 
these roles in telefilms. Inasmuch 
as CBS owns all rights to the pack- 
age, it’s believed some arrange- 
ment has been made with the net- 
| work. All-Negro show is slated to 
| go into production some time after 
Labor Day. 














| Joe Moskowitz on Coast 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
| 20th’s Joseph H. Moskowits 
checked in at the studio for an 
extensive stay, planning story hud- 
les. 
He was last here three months 


{4 ago. 
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Fear oo s Foreign Aid Slash 
Will Cut Into U.S. Pix Remittances 


The $668,000,000 cut in foreign 
aid funds, voted last week by the 
House as part of a compromise 
money bill allocating coin tor the 
n Foreign Operations Admini 
tra yn, has industry execs WOl ed 
V the foresee no immediate 
effects, they fear that the reduc-| 
tion may well affect film remit- 
tances from abroad in 1954. 

It's thought that, apart from 
those countries which actually may 
feel the dollar pinch as a result, | 
there will be others which ordi- 
narily would not be affected, but 
which may cut dollar spending as 
a counter-move. It is conceded that 
t! industry’s excellent overseas 


showing this year and last year has 
been due, to a considerable extent, 
to the foreign aid program. 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
prexy Eric Johnston not long ago 
warned MPAA board members that 
they should not expect 1954 to 
reach the same levels as 1953. He 
based this on the fact that this 
year's remittances are being 
swelled by large chunks of coin 
representing accumulated incoine 
from such countries as France and 
(Continued on page 16) 





COMPO Camps In 
D.C. For Ike's Move 


Washington, Aug. 4. 

A full COMPO delegation con- 
tinues in Washington, awaiting ac- 
tion by the President on the admis- 
sions tax repealer. 

“We don’t know what the Presi- 
dent will do,” admitted Robert 
Coyne, COMPO exec, who was one 
of the leaders in the successful 
campaign to get the bill through 
Congress. “There is still a chance 
that he will sign the bill and make 
it law.” 

Eisenhower has until Friday (7) 
to act. Since Congress adjourned 
late last night (Mon.) the Presi- 
dent could kill the measure either 
by a pocket veto (taking no action 
at all) or by a direct veto. The 
latter is regarded as more likely, 
it he decides against approval. In 
that case, it is pointed out, he 





could issue a veto message explain- 


ing why he opposed the repealer. 
The COMPO group huddled yes- 
terday (3) with Eric Johnston, to 
discuss possible future action. 
Since the Ways & Means 
all week to consider a general tax 
revision bill for the next session, 
COMPO will probably take a stand 
(Continued on page 20) 








Md. Censor Bans ‘Moon’: 
‘High-Level Acting, Sex, 


Seduction Foul Youth’ 


Baltimore, Aug. 4. 

Sydney R. Traub, chairman of 
the Maryland Board of Motion Pic- 
ture Censors, has banned exhibi- 
tion of “The Moon Is Blue” in 
Maryland. 

Traub released a statement con- 
demning the UA release for its 
concerted attention of the audi- 
ence drawn to only one thing—sex 
and seduction.’ 

He also stated that the “high- 
level” of the acting “adds to the 
impact of the foulness upon the 

inking of American youth.” 

\ug. 12 has tentatively been set 
for a re-review of the censor’s 
VeCISION,. 

‘Convincing’ in Omaha 
Omaha, Aug. 4. 
Moon Is Blue” showing here 

Was blasted by Archbishop Gerald 
’. Bergan and the South Omaha 
Knights of Columbus. However, 
pit went on at two suburban thea- 
tres Admiral and Chief) and drew 
»10cK-long mobs nightly. 
World-Herald reviewer Ed _ Si- 


(Continued on page 46) 


Com- | 
mittee is continuing to meet here 


o-oo 


3-D ‘BANANA’ RIPENS 
IN RECORD 5 DAYS 


Hollywood, Aug 4 
New speed record for oling a 
feature picture’ is claimed by 
Albert Zugsmith and Ben Peskay 


producers of the version of 


“Top Banana.’ 


screen 


First actual transference of a 
legit show to 3-D film was com- 
pleted in five days It stars Phil 
Silvers and Rose Marie. Shooting 


was hastened by a new lighting 
technique, permitting fast lensing 
of closeup and longshots 


AA Now Thinks 
It Can Tell It 
To the Marines 


Washington, Aug. 4 
Allied Artists thinks it has| 
found a way out of the dead end 
which has developed in the Film 


Division of Dept. of Defense's 
Office of Public Information as a 
result of recent attitude of Marine 
Corps towards films which depict 


(the Leathernecks as a rough-and 
tough outfit. Having been turned 
down by Marine bosses for coope! 
ation in screen version of Pat 
Frank’s bestseller about the corps 
in Korea, “Hold Back the Night,” 
Allied Artists has decided to con 
vert background of film to the 
Army 


Heermance 
week 


Producer Richard 
huddled at the Pentagon past 
with Lt. Col. Clare E. Towne, who 
handles liaison with Hollywood tor 
Defense, and a virtual agreement 
was reached on script changes to 
convert action to an Army, rather 
than a Marine unit. Heermance is 
understood to have guaranteed full 
compliance with Army 
on script changes in order to se- 
cure the vital assistance of techni- 
cal advice, combat footage 
equipment. 


few months that Marine toppers 
have shown sensitivity about por- 
(Continued on page 16) 





TECHNI’S $1,600,000 NET 
IN 1ST HALF; UP 6006 


Earnings 


| 
| Estimated net of $1,608,709 after 
| taxes for the six months ended 
| June 30, °53, was reported last 
| 


week by Technicolor, Ine. 
are equivalent to 84c per share on 
the new stock outstanding. The old 
stock was split two for one on May 


18, *S3. 

Half-year profit compares to a 
net after taxes of $1,025,420 for 
the same period last year, the 
equivalent of .55¢ec per share on 
shares adjusted to the new stock 


basis. 


Col Gets High (70-30) 
Deal for N.Y. ‘Eternity’ 


Despite denials by Loew’s execs 


Columbia reportedly has obtained 


one of the highest percentage deals 
ever given by the Capitol Theatre 


3roadway showcase, for “From 
Here to Eternity.” opening today 
Wed.). Although neither Loew's 
nor Columbia would divulge actual 


other sources indicate it's a 
70-30 dea 
After a Columbia 


scribed ihe deal as 


terms, 


spokesman de- 
“the best we've 


ever had at the Capito Fugene 
Picker, a top-ranking Loew's 
exec, denied that the deal was a 
record high percentage for the 
i house, 


decisions | 


and 


This is the second time within a 


M 
aH 





Advent of the new widescreen 
era, with fewer pix and the de 
mand on exhibs for heavy outlay 
in new equipment has ¢ i new 

strib attention on market change 
due to population shift Opinior 
are divided on the extent to which 
the population trends have af 
fected apportion ment of revenue 
but it's agree that significant 
changes are taking place 


Since individual distrib statistics 


tend to be influenced considerably 
by the type of pix they handle, 
execs have shown great interest in 
a study on the American market 
which appears in the August issue 
of Fortune magazine. Article traces 
the population growth since 1929 
It cites fact that, where farm popu 
lation has declined, central city 
population has stopped. Suburbia 
since 1947, has grown more than 
the nation itself, according to the 
Fortune researchet 

| They also come up with two 
significant percentages. For one 
says the article, “In 1929, 60 ol 
Americans lived in big cities or on 
farms; today nearly 60 live in 
suburbs or small town: For an 
other All in all, 58°. of the 

Continued on page 20) 


M-G Burns at Theatre 
Council's Lack of Legit 
Names for ‘Main St.’ P.A.’s 


With an investment of about 
$500.000 in “Main Street to Broad 
way the exhib-backed film made 


in cooperation with the Council of 


Living Theatre, Metro, which = is 
distributing the picture, is peeved 
at what it regards as a shutoff in 
the cooperative efforts between 
the Council and the filmery. Burn 
is particularly based at the Coun 
cil’s inability to come up with top 
legit names to make personal ap 


pearances on behalf of the picture 
| Metro, through pub-ad veepee 


} Howard Dietz, had offered to foot 
| all expenses for the touring legit 
names. Under the original bally 
plan, Council was supposed to pro- 
vide a legit marquee name for 
each of 22 cities having subscrip- 


(Continued on page 20) 
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POPULATION D of J. Greenlights SW-Cinerama 
FTS MARKET Deal With Strings; Await Court 0.K. 


20TH UPS SID ROGELL 


10 STUDIO MANAGER 
ood 
Sid Row was upped trom pro 
| on i to studio manareil 
ot Zot Fox, w »control over post 
product it imtinen miciudiay 
sound, musi film editing, re-re 
cording, laboratory and labor rela 
tions Raymond \ Kilune was 
appointed execulive production 
manager and Jack Codd became 
treasul 
( in ere actuated by the 
recent nation of Fred Metzlei 
as studio manaver and treasuret 


RKO Theatres Net 
Sharply Up in 53: 
3-D Seen Factor 


Evidence that 3-D and other new 
techniques served to hypo film biz 
during 1953 is sharply pointed up 
in the RKO Theatres Corp. and 
subsidiary companies’ financial re 
port for the second quarter of this 
year and in the six month tabu 
lation. The “new pix, p'us 
several solid bio. flats, gave the the 
atre chain a consolidated net profit 
of $92.240.54 for the second stanza | 
as compared to $36,935.60 for the 
same period of 1952 

For the six month period ending 
July 1953, «¢ chalked 


pave 16 


OMmMpany up 


Continued on 


Shelton’s ‘Ripois’ 0.0. 


William C. Shelton, 1 S. rep 
for Paul Graetz, leaves N. Y. today 
(Wed.) on the Ile de France for 
London, where he will consult with 
Graetz on U. S. distribution for 
the latter's “Mon. Ripois.’ 

Pic, currently lensing in Lon- | 
don, stars Gerard Philippe and | 
Valerie Hobson. Shelton expects 
to see rushes of the tilm before 


returning home 


| Trade Holds Well in Keys; ‘Blondes’ New Champion, 


‘Cinerama’ 2d, 


Return of 
wilting biz in 
current round, 
lantic seaboard rainy, 
is giving trade a nice hypo. This 
session is marked by launching of 
numerous new pix, according to re- 
ports from VARIETY correspondents 


sweltering 
some key cities in 
while along the At- 
cool weather 


in representative keys. Many of 
these probably will show up well 
in forthcoming weeks but estab- 


lished favorites are inclined to sag 
somewhat currently on their ex- 
tended runs 

“Gentlemen Prefer B 
20th), rated as one of most prom- 
ising newcomers last week, Is liv- 
ing up to this appraisal by captur- 
ing first place. The Russell-Mon- 
roe musical ranges from great to 
mighty on some five playdates. The 
launching of “Cinerama” (Indie) in 
Chi is pushing it up to second posi- 
tion 

“Charge at Feather River” 
is third for second week in row 
Mac Is Blue” (UA) again is fin- 
ishing fourth, with not a mild ses- 
sion out of eight dates. “Main St 
To Broadwa M-G) is taking fifth 
money mainly through heer 
weight of numerous booking 
inclined to he spoit 

“Stalag 17” (Pat 


londes” 


WB 


ince 
continues firm 
spot, although not 
joving many fresh bookings 
ond Chance” (RKO), champ 
stanza, is finishing seventh 


ly in sixth en- 
“Sec. 


last 
while 


“Shane” (Par', second a week ago 
is eighth 

Thunder Bay” (U) and “Scared 
(Stft” (Par) round out the top 10! 


‘Feather’ 3d, ‘Moon’ 4th 


heat is! 


pix The Maze” (AA), “Farmet 
Takes Wife” (20th) and “All I De 
sire’ (U) are runner-up film 

“Ride Vaquero” (M-G), in eighth 
slot last round, turned up with on- 
ly two nice sessions out of seven 
others being fairish to light. “In- 
ferno” (20th) still is trying to get | 
up steam but managed fancy tak- 
ings in Buffalo and solid total in 
K. C 

“Houdini” (Par) looms big inf{ 
Minneapoli solid in N. Y. and 
K. C., and sock in Denver. “City of 
Bad Men” (20th), light in K. C. and 


shapes good in Min- 
nice in St. Louis 
Meet Jekyll 


fair in Denver 
neapolis and 
\bbott-Costello 


and Hyde" ({ also new, is doing 
well in Boston and is sturdy in 
Philly “Master of Ballantrae”’ 
WB', which opens today at N. Y 


rated average in 
Stranger Wore a 


mild in N Y 


Paramount, is 
Washington 
Gun” (Col) sh 
and trim in Frisco 
Zand Wagon 
date at N y 
terrific in 


IpeSs 
VI-G on its 
Music Hall 
till is fourth week 
there ( From Outer Space 
{ om ck in Detroit 

White Witch Doctor 


dull in L.A. and Toronto, looks big 
in Denver S 


word and = Rose” 
RKO): still is big on second Frisco 
— ] 
round 


ae Bk 


preem 
ime 


Ith 


That Never Sleeps” tep 
is so-so In Providence “Melba” 
UA) is rated fair in Philly 


(Complete Boroffice Reports on 


Pages 9-11) , 


Armed with a greenlight from 
the Dept. of Justice to stimne 
operation of Cinerama theatres 
and to produce films in the me 
dium, Stanley Warner is” setting 
plans to displiy the widescreen 
process in its houses in Philadel- 
|; phia, Washington and Pittsburgh. 
Theatre chain will also begin ne 
votiations for theatres in citie in 
which if does not operate houses 

SW will launch = it exoansion 


Washington, Au t 

The antitrust division of the 
] ‘ 1) pot Vi i! mn i} ind \ ih 
‘ ; ' é ‘ ip 
proval of the SW. put » of 
Cinerama Productio but with 

1 a it} tetil l | 

lo win Justice support, SW was 
forced to avree to stringent limi- 
tations on the exhibition, distribu 
tion and production of Cinerama 
pi» These iechuide 

1. Limitation to 24 Cinerama 
theatres, including both new acqut- 
sitions and conversions of present 
SW houses 

2. Limitation of Cinerama_ pro 
luction to 15 tilms which must be 
completed by De }1 1958, by 
which time SW must withdraw 





from all production 

3. Termination of SW. distribu- 
tion of Cinerama pictures by Dee 
31, 1960, by which time SW must 
turn ove distribution to some 
other organization 

Maurice Silverman, of the Jus 
{ antitrust division, and = attor 
neys for SW will go before Fed 
eral Judge Augustus A. Hand in 
Elizabethtown, N. ¥ next Wedne 
day (12) to argue amendment of 
the Warner antitrust decree to 


Cinerama deal 
Warner's petition, set- 


18) 


permit: the 
Stanley 





(Continued on 


SW Set To Expand 


Cinerama Pians 


pane 











tives the ex- 
pols 


oon as it rec 
ourt appro il to il 


plans as 
pected ¢ 
(Continued 20) 
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Press Yes-No On Admish Tax Ban: 
Did COMPO Neglect Scribe Pitch? 


Trade observers were wondering + 


this week whether, in concentrat- 
ing on the fight to get the Mason 
bill through Congress, the Council 
of Motion Picture 
had not neglected its pitch to the 
newspapers. Where some of the 
Jatter came out with editorials 
favoring tax repeal others. includ- 
ing the powerful N.Y. Times, tool 
an opposing view 

The 
quickly 
column by 
Paramount 


Arthur L 


position of the Times wa 
iiled in its own letter 
uch industry figures a 

Paul Raibourn and 
Maver, former exec dl- 
rector of COMPO. Both deplored 
the Times’ failure to refer to perti- 
nent figures compiled by the indus- 
try—facts to prove the urgent need 
for relief from the 20% admission 
tax. 

Among the papers lending sup- 
po:t to the film industry’s fight 
were the N.Y. Journal-American, 


which said “We think the Presi- 
dent should sign it (the Mason 
measure).”” The N.Y. Daily News 


favored taking the tax off, but 
expressed hope exhibs would use 
the good sense of 
gZenerous slice” of the tax elimina- 
tion to the customers. The Brook 
Iyvn Eagle editorialized that the 
Mason bill “should be enacted for 
the benefit of all concerned.” 

The Times’ 
out against a Presidential endorse- 
ment of the tax repeal measure ‘was 
that it was counter to the Admin- 
istration’s affirmed policy of clos- 
ing the budgetary gap before tak- 
ing care of any tax inequities, 
“serious though many of these are.” 
The paper cited fact that the Presi- 
dent had insisted on an extension 
of the excess profits tax, even 
though he considers it a bad tax; 
and that “if the Government had 
decided that this was propitious 
time to correct inequities in the 
fax structure, it would certainly 
not do this by singling out one eco- 


nomic group for relief.” Paren- 
thetically, the Times also men- 


tioned exhibs’ intentions to keep 
the profit, which it claimed would 
be tantamount to a 20°% raise in 
prices. 


Both Raibourn and Maver made 


the most of available COMPO fig- | 
ures, showing the decline in indus- | 


try income. Mayer particularly 


pointed out that, with no tax relief | 


forthcoming, 5,000 houses would 
have to close, reducing the Treas- 
ury’s admissions tax revenue from 
$210,000,000 to $150,000,000. 
industry figures that, with the tax 
removed, the Treasury would actu- 
ally gain $3,500,000. 


Asks $10,000,000 For 
Patent Infringement 
By Disney in Six Pix 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 

Vincent I. Whitman, N.Y. inven- 
tor, filed a $10,000,000 damage suit 
in Federal Court, claiming Walt 
Disney used his invention without 
permission in the filming of “Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs,” 
“Pinocchio,” “Bambi,” “Fantasia,” 
“Peter Pan” and “Cinderella.” 

In his complaint Whitman claims 
to hold patents on a “Composite 
system of photography, in which a 
portion of still background scene 
pictorially recorded is photo- 


graphed in a superimposed relation | 


on the visual actions, which occur 
in the foreground.” 


TALK DISTRIB DEAL FOR 
SAPERSTEIN FILMBIOG 


Alfred Palea, producer of “Go, 
Man, Go,” biographical film of Abe 
Saperstein, founder of the Harlem 
Globetrotters. is dickering with 
United Artists tor a distribution 
deal. He has also held talks with 
execs at 20th-Fox, RKO and Para- 


mount. 
Film, starring Dane Clark and 
Sidney Poitier, was filmed com- 


pletely in New York at Fox-Movie- 
tone Studios and at Madison 
Square Garden. It is currently be- 
ing edited and scored, with com- 
poser Alex North handling the mu- 
sical chores. Directed by James 
Wong Howe, the Hollywood camera- 
man who is making his debut as a 
megger, the film is planned for 
release to coincide with the open- 
ing of the basketball season. 


Organizations | 


‘ | 
passing on “a 


main point in coming | 


The | 





/COMPO Asks Korea Fund 
Leaders to Tally Coin 


With the Korean fund drive 
launched and in high 
Council of Motion Picture Organi- 
zations this week asked state and 
send estimates of 
to COMPO head- 


area chairmen to 
ineir collections 
quarters in N. Y. 
COMPO execs 
the info pronto, to hand on to the 
American-Korean Foundation 
which is running the campaign to 
collect funds for Korean relief 
Ma@st theatres in the country had 
the collection baskets out this 
week, while others are joining 
|them next week. 
Drive is being undertaken at the 
| specific request of President Eisen- 
hower. 


Coin Status, RKO 
- Stages Comeback 


) Despite a shaky cash 
; RKO is showing signs of a come- 
back under the helmsmanship of 
|prexy James R. Grainger. 
org, Which formerly had_ to 


scrounge for product, is beginning | 


beginning of a 
steady flow of pictures from the 
|studio. In addition, company is 
armed with commitments from in- 
dies, making it unnecessary for 
last-minute buy-ups of product to 
plug the holes in the release slate 
| Distrib org is particularly en 
couraged by the first picture to 
come from the studio under the 
|Grainger regime. Pic, “Second 
Chance,” a 3-D film starring Rob- 
ert Mitchum and Linda Darnell, 
hit first position last week in VA 
RIETY'S national boxoffice survey, 
the first wholly-made RKO film to 
gain the honor in some time. 

Grainger, who assumed the top 
position at the beginning of the 
3-D rumblings, decided to launch 
RKO’'s production program’ with 
stereopix, a decision that paid off 
| with the initial entry. In addition 
lto “Second Chance,” company has 
completed two more siereopix plus 
a single flat entry. Deepies are 
| Devil's Canvon,” starring Virginia 
Mayo, and “Son of Sinbad,” with 
Vincent Price. “Devil” will hit 
the market about Aug. 15, while 
“Sinbad” is set for fall release as 
is the conventional “French Line,’ 
{a Jane Russell starrer. 

Whether RKO will continue on 
| the 3-D kick has not been indi- 
cated. Two pictures are set to get 
under way shortly, “Range of the 
| North,” starring Victor Mature, 

(Continued on page 18) 


Early L’ville Midnite 
Robs Ozoners of 1006 


Louisville, Aug. 4. 
Daylight saving time is being 
| blamed on the $100,000 loss taken 
by drive-in theatres this year. Sit- 
| uation locally is that drive-ins had 
to set their nightly opening time 


to witness the 








{ 
| p.m.—that when the first film of a 
| double feature had to be rerun for 
j late comers, it was midnight be- 
fore patrons from distant homes 
could step on the gas and head for 
their home base to hit the hay. 

According to exhibs, 
who bring their kids, thus saving 
money on baby sitters, don’t like 
to get home so late. Local outdoor 
exhibs say attendance has dropped, 
partly blamed on competition, 
partly to the quality of product, 
but mostly because of the time 
factor. 

Villains in the situation. accord- 
ing to exhibs, are the local Cham- 
ber of Commerce and local news- 
papers, which editorially supported 
daylight saving time. They're 
tagged the main problem, having 
been able to change the state taw, 
but impotent in changing the set- 
ting of the sun. There are current- 
ly seven drive-in units in Louis- 
ville, plus several in the Southern 
_ Indiana area, just across the Ohio 
i River. 


July’s B.O. Winners 





gear, the | 


aid they needed | 


position, | 


Distrib | 


so late—usually around 8 or 8:30. 


patrons | 


jupon entrance, 1 


1. “Feather River” (WB). 
2. “20,000 Fathoms” (WB). 
3. “Shane’ (Par). 
4. “Cinerama” (Indie). 
5. “Dangerous Wet’ (M-G), 
6. “Witch Doctor” ,20th). 
7. “Second Chance” (RKO), 
| 8. “Scared Stiff” (Par). 
9. “From Outer Space” (U), 
| 0. “The Maze” (AA). 
11. “Sangaree” ‘Par), 
i 3 


. “Francis Big Town” (WU), 











Print Problem | 
Delaying Robe 


Inability to lick the print prob- 
lem is forcing a delay in the open- | 
ing of 20th-Fox’s first CinemaScope 
release, “The Robe. Pic now isn’t 
| due to bow at the N. Y. Roxy The- 
atre until Sept. 16. Original | 
opening date was Aug. 26. 

“Robe” printing and dubbing is | 
| said to involve considerable prob- | 
lems, some of which were outlined 
to 20th division managers in N. Y. | 
irecently by Darryl F. Zanuck. For | 
|instance, the first three 20th} 
|CinemaScope pix were all lensed | 
|with the old Eastman Color nega- 
{tive stock. Impression had been 
lthat Technicolor would have no 
trouble processing it via its own 
imbibition method which is con- 
sidered superior. 
| Eventually it was 
that the results were 
tory, and prints are now being 
made on Eastman Color positive 
with a less grainy effect. Techni | 
cameras can't take the Cinema- 
Scope anamorphic lens. Cinema- | 
Scope trio done with the old East- | 
man stock includes, besides “The 
Robe,” “How to Marry a Million- 
aire’ and “Beneath the Twelve 
Mile Reef.” Current CinemaScope 
product uses the new Eastman | 
tungsten balanced stock, which is | 
a vast improvement over the old | 
color film and can be satisfactorily 
handled by Techni. 

For some time to come, all! 
“Robe” prints are being handled | 
by the Techni lab on the Coast, | 
since the London plant isn’t equip- | 
ped to handle processing and sound 
addition. Dubbing is being done} 
abroad, with the magnetic record | 
shipped back here fo¥ prinfing on 
the same film that carries the 
visual record. 


‘Fine 2 Minn. Exhibs Who 
Show Stripper, Nude Pix; 
May Cancel One License 


Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 

Lower loop Grand theatre faces 
possible license revocation, follow- 
ing the police morals squad raid 
on it for showing “Your Parisian 
| Burlesque,” a film featuring strip- 
| tease. Cops confiscated the print 
|}and arrested the theatre’s owner. 
| Samuel Berger, who pleaded guilty 
|in municipal court to showing an 
indecent film. He was fined $100. 


Jake Sullivan, police morals 
squad head, said he'd recommend 
to the city council revocation of 
| license because of previous similar 
| troubles with the same showhouse. 
| Berger told the court “they (the 
| police) ordered me to quit show- 
'ing the picture and I did.” But 
| Sullivan declared the exhibitor had 
| disregarded numerous warnings 
about such pictures, 


| 


| Sullivan testified the same pic. 
under the different “French Peep 
Show” title, was shown at RKO- 
Pan a year ago. At that time, too, 
,it was halted and the manager was 

arrested and fined $100. A move 

for theatre license revocation. 
| however, failed. 

Prior to the “Peep Show” inci- 
dent. police arrested the owner of 
another lower loop showhouse, the 
Crystal, for showing a nudist pic- 
ture. In this case, too, a fine of 
$100 was assessed when the court 
decided it was indecent. The city 
council health and hospital com- 
mittee, after debating whether 
to revoke the _ theatre’ license. 
voted to give the owner another 
chance. 

While 








established | 
unsatisfac- 


| 
} 








permitting striptease at 
the local burlesque house, “be- 
cause the performers are far re- 
moved from the audience and work 
with lights dimmed,” the police 
morals squad has ruled against it 
in theatre bars. Nitery peelers 
must leave the stage with the same 
amount of attire, or lack of it, worn 





jal goodwill and 


| adaptable to all houses, Paramount 


5 July B.O. Leaders Gross $2,900,000; 
Feather Champ, Beast’ 2d, ‘Shane’ 34 





1 


Korda Wins Selznick’s 
Ist Gold Laurel Trophy | 


First Golden Laurel Trophy, to} 
be presented from here on in every | 
year by David O. Selznick to an| 
outstanding European producer, | 
has been captured by Britain’s Sir 
Alexander Korda. It will be pre-| 
sented, along with golden and sil- 
ver Laurel Awards for pix, at the 
International Film Festival at 
Edinburgh Aug. 30. 

Sir Alexander was chosen by 
an American jury as the producer 
“contributing most to internation- | 
mutual 


under- | 
standing through motion pictures.” | 
Poll was conducted by the Film 
Library of the Museum of Modern 
Art. ' 


Par Raises Pic 


Aspect Ratio 
To Aid Exhibs 


on giving its product a 
that would make it 





Intent 
flexibility 


is raising the aspect ratio of its pix 
to 2:1 and simultaneously is. experi- 
menting with the introduction of | 
an anamorphic effect on _ prints | 
after films have been lensed. 

Latter policy has the double ad- 
vantage of avoiding the loss of 
definition said to be inherent in 
the use of any “squeeze” lens, and 
of making pix fit the wide screens 
necessitated by CinemaScope and 
other anamorphic systems. 

Refusing to go into detail, Par 
prexy Barney Balaban said in N.Y. 
last week that the new Par system 
would be “compatible” all around. 
He added that all exhibs would be 
in a position to play Par pix. | 

Tipoff that Par was changing the | 
aspect ratio for its films came when | 
William Wilder, director of Par’s | 
“Sabrina Fair,” said in N.Y, that | 
he is planning on lensing the film 
in a 2:1 aspect ratio and that 
Michael Curtiz has skedded “White 
Christmas” for the same dimension. 
Par pix so far have been shot in 
an aspect ratio of 1.66 to 1. 

Wilder disclosed that he would 
use an 18m French lens but main- 
tained he was not aware of its 
details. He returned to the Coast 
last Friday (1) after picking loca- 
tion sites for ‘Sabrina Fair.” Latter 
is due to roll Sept. 21. 

One reason for Par’s switch to a 
wider screen without use of any of 
the anamorphic 2.66 or 2.55 to 1 
systems is said to be the feeling 
that, whereas scope is a desirable 
thing, it is important not to sacri- 
fice height. 











N. Y. to Europe 


Marlon Brando 
Joseph Burstyn 
Donald Buka 
Madeleine Carroll 
Clark H. Getts 
Lisa Howard 
Walter Lowendahl 
Elaine Malbin 
Arthur L. Mayer 
Joe Ricardel 

Kay Starr 

Jan Sterling 
Spencer Tracy 


Europe to N. Y. 
Eve Arden 
Guy Bolton 
Nadine Conner 
Harry S. Dube 
Juliette Ferly 
J. C. Flippen 
Jack Gould 
Radie Harris 
Sherman S. Krellberg 
E. R. Lewis 
Herman M. Levy 
Richard Myers 
Jeff Richards 
Shepard Traube 
Sir William Walten 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Ed Gardner 

Gabby Hayes 
Joseph H. Moskowitz 
William Saal 

Ray Stark 

Dan S. Terrell 
Herbert J. Yates 





* The national boxoffice Pace 


July definitely pointed up just how 
much stronger business at the first. 
run theatres is this summer :),, 
last year. Not only did grosses ; 
$400,000 to $500,000 a week hi: 


es 6 


| than in 1952, but also the five 


gest money pictures grossed n: 
$2,900,000, according to reports «¢ 
VARIETY correspondents in 24 
resentative key cities. The 1 < 
from these 24 cities ram so 
sistently near $500,000 ahead cf 
last year that exhibitors 


| amazed at the improved trad: 
| that many major companie: e 


strong product, mostly 3-D pix 
in release this summer despite ‘ 
summer dog days is’ held re- 
sponsible. 

“Charge at Feather River” (WB), 
a highly realistic western as done 
in 3-D, is boxoffice champion for 
July, according to reports fr: 
VARIETY correspondents. Film | 
near $670,000 total gross on 
month. Ranging from big to sm: 
in most keys, the pic was first 1 
weeks running and held at a big 
third even in closing week of Ju 

“Beast From 20,000 Fathon 


a 


(WB), which was strong in first part 
of the past month, won second po- 
sition. It was closely pressed hy 
“Shane” (Par) which copped 1 


money. The latter, which was s« 
ond in June, rounded out the 
month running a great second a: 
never dipped below sixth plac 
“Shane” gained momentum as the 
month progressed, shaping as one 
of Paramount's greatest grossers 
since early in the year. 
“Cinerama” (Indie) finished 
fourth as compared with fifth spot 
(Continued on page 6) 


Rep’s 5-Point Statement 
Clears Its Aspect Ratio 
Policy for ‘New Era’ Pix 


To dispel any mystery about iis 
policy in what it calls the “ne 
era of screen dimensions,” Repub- 
lic Pictures this week issued a five- 
point statement clarifying aspec 
ratios as far as production or pro- 
jection of company product are 
concerned. 

(1) Rep points cut its new films 
are being lensed, so that they may 
be projected on either widescreen 
or on a conventional-sized screen. 

(2) The 1.66 to 1 aspect ratio hi 
been adopted to enable new prod- 
uct to be thrown on widescreen 
with aspect ratios ranging from tlie 
conventional 1.33 to 1 proportion 
up to widescreen ratios of 1.85 to 1. 
Exhibitors, according to the com- 
pany, will discover that they can 
select one set of wide-angle pro- 
jection lenses which can project 
aspect ratios of 1.66 to 1 up to 1.65 
to 1, and merely change the pro- 
jection aperture for the different 
aspect ratios. 

(3) In switching to a 1.66 to 1 
aspect ratio, Rep claims that it 
hasn’t altered the actual picture 
frame for conventional size, but 
has “composed its subject matter 
in production,” so that players’ 
heads and important subject matter 


(Continued on page 16) 


ie A, to N. Y. 


Buddy Adler 
Mari Aldon 

Rita Allen 
Richard Bare 
Pandro S. Berman 
Eddie Bracken 
Barbara Britton 
Hillary Brooke 
Copp Collins 
Jeanne Crain 
Denise Darcel 
Howard Dietz 
Edna Ferber 
Morey R. Goldstein 
James R. Grainger 
George Jessel 
Paul Kelly 
Deborah Kerr 
Burt Lancaster 
Dorothy McGuire 
Frank Melford 
Jim Murray 
Jean Peters 
Lester Sansom 
Betty Smith 
Mark Stevens 
Archie Tomson 
Spencer Tracy 
Franz Waxman 
Meredith Willson 
Robert Wise 
Teresa Wright 
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$5,000,000 From Screen Commercials 


Theatres today are collecting a¢——— 


ord $5,000,000 in revenue from 
sored pix, and latest estimates 
he number of houses 
the plugs at about 15,000. 
You can count the circuits not 
sponsored films on_ the 
fingers of one hand,” Claude Lee, 
neral sales topper for Motion 
ure Advertising Service Co., 
emphasized in N. .Y Monday (3). 


aD 


using 


| combo 
| England Mayer will o.0 
films and 


Lee took issue with the asser- | 
tion that TV has hurt his biz. “On | 
the contrary,” he said, “it’s helped 


us. For one, the theatres are hun- 
er than ever for 
x another, 
ers have become conscious of 

power of the medium.” As for 

sudiences, Lee believes TV has 
inditioned them to accept screen 
commercials more readily. 

rotal billings of the ad pix in- 
dustry this year should run to 
about $21,000,000, it’s estimated, 
and producers are ready to follow 
the Hollywood trend by turning 
out their films in 3-D and wide- 
screen 

Spreading, too, is the practice 
of doubling TV commercials for 
theatre use. Shorties are lensed 
in color, to start with, to make this 
possible. Resultant cost to the ad- 


te et 


vertiser is comparatively low, con- 
sidering the circulation he gets, 
Lee says 


He explained that N. Y. was one 
of the few places where one 


extra revenue. | 
a lot of new adver- | 


| Edinburgh 





/on Monday (3) the 


couldn't see many ad films around, |} 


not because houses wouldn't accept 
them, but because “it would cost 
too much money for the 


return,” Lee explained. For in-| 
Stance, he said, it makes no sense 
putting a film plugging a national | t 


product into a Time Square house, 
which gets much of its patronage 
from the tourist trade. 
may be there, but the product may 
be sold locally under a different 
name 

Argument that advertisers might 
be frightened off by reports of 


Impact | 


| wants: it’s too 


theatre closings was countered by | 


Lee. He says he had no great diffi- 
culty of convincing potential spon- 
sors that the theatres that had 


closed were “fringe” operations 
anyway and that, even under nor- 
mal circumstances, he _ probably 


wouldn't sign contracts with such 
Situations, 


New Pact Try For 
White Collarites 





New attempt to end the deadiock | 


in negotiations for a new pact 
between the filmeries and the New 
York white collar exchange em- 
ployees will be made at a confab 
today (Wed.). Talks on contract 
terms have been taking place for 
several months and have been 
marked by bitter hassles, leading 
the Motion Picture 
Employees to request strike per- 
n (th from International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees 
ichard Walsh on two occasions. 
“Walsh had been weighing the 
union s latest strike demand when 
©ne more meeting.” Previous to 
I iuesting the collarites to with- 
ho d their strike action, IA prexy 
‘onterred with film company reps, 
indie ation that a settlement may 
reached at today’s palaver. 
‘leanwhile, union has opened | 


sottations for a new pact for 

neoffice employees. Union is 
— anding a two-year pact calling 
15° wage hike the first year 
. 1 35 for the second. Meeting | 


' Paramount ended in a stale- 
‘le as Par officials offered a $3 
“(ross-the-board boost. Talks with 
versal open next week. Unlike 
exchange negotiations, home- 
‘ talks are being conducted on 
nn basis, with the union 
ing with each company sep- 


| Ed Muhl!, as 
; will be further 
limited | 


A. L. Mayer to Europe On 
Combo Biz-Vacation 


Arthur L. Mayer, author and 
partner in the Mayer-Kingsley 
foreign pix distrib outfit, left N.Y 
for London yesterday (Tues.) on a 
biz-vacation trip. While in 
available 
confer with Group 3 
execs whose pix Mayer-Kingsley if 
handling in the U.S. He also ex- 
pects to visit Germany where, 
after the war, he was film chief for 
the American military government 

Mayer's schedule includes the 
film festival. He’s due 
back in mid-September 


U To Diversify 
Program Despite 


Costs: Rackmil 


Back from extended studio con- 
ferences, and due to return to 
Universal City on Aug. 17, U prexy 
Milton R. Rackmil sketched at a 
staff meeting in N. Y. at luncheon 
horizons of 
upcoming under 
studio head. These 
explored when he 
gets back to the Coast. With Wil- 
liam Goetz and Leo Spitz officially 
| terminating at | it has been de 


the productions 


tailed how Muhl has long been 
administrative head of produc 
tion 


Rackmil states that U ,produc 
tion “will be geared to whateve1 
medium or screen the public 
soon to tell how 
much the novelty appeal figures 
in the business we have done with 


‘Outer Space,’ although in that 
case it would have been a good 
picture in 2-D.” 

U does plan to diversify its 
program; more social themes and 
less westerns, for example; also 
/more musicals, or rather frothy 
stories with a few numbers. This 


naturally will spiral costs, because 
more Technicolor will be utilized. 

Rackmil still is ambiguous on 
-Decca Records’ 
tion to Universal. As president of 
both, and with the diskery account- 
ing for the 42°> purchase control 
of U, Rackmil states that “the re- 
lationship is always there, when 
we are ready for it, or need it; 





Homeoffice | 


asked the unit to consent “to | 


right now we don’t, so separate 
lentities and operations will be 
maintained.” A previous idea for 
Decca to serve as distributor for 
vidpix selling has long since been 
| abandoned 


| U this week set 13 pix, 10 of 
}them in Technicolor and two in 
'3-D,. for release during the re- 


mainder of the year. 


| Muhl Takes Over at U-I; 
Goetz Stays Till Nov. 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

William Goetz stepped out yes- 
terday ‘Mon.) as production chief 
|at Universal-International but will 
continue at the studio until Nov. 
| 72, when his contract expires, to 
clean up his projects. 
| His duties were taken over by 
| Edward Muhl, recently appointed 
' vice- president in charge of pro- 


' duction. Goetz resigned July 8 fol- 
lowing disagreement over the 


terms of a new contract with Mil- 
ton R. Rackmil, U prexy. 

| Leo Spitz, U’s executive head of 
| production, retires from the studio 
Aug. 1. However, he is keeping 
i his office on the lot until his con- 
i tract expires Nov. 12 as 
| Muhl has been with U as busi- 


ithrow in the towel 


function and rela- | 


8-MO. TAX NICK HITS INDIES 


15,000 Theatres Now Reap Record I] 








SSB Softens Myers Blow in Urging 
Arbitration, Stricter U.S. Policing 


N otha 
UD N LIKELY 





wail C m + Washington, Aug. 4 
lle ongressiona okay ot . . ‘ ati “ . 
the income tax law disallowing TOA- Distrib Powwow oe priser gage tig Re cay 
exemptions for 18 months of em D) b sales toppers held telegrams , serene Allied States 
ployment abroad will put a seri ree tg ‘ular monthly pow PRY eg gamer 41 counsel Abram F 
ous rere in a page oe of top wow vesterday (Tues.) at the \ivers and Sen Andrew Schoeppel 
name stars, tradesters believe tt Paramourt home office. Sub > : : ‘ . ‘ 
will root out the already-diminish ject of their discussion cea ae bs get Peerage ser Ae — 
ing ranks of indie producers. The strictly hush-hush, but it's un official report of committee issued 
unsteady film market, plus the derstood that the group was today (Tues.) softens the blow 
high eost of releasing a picture addressed by Alfred E. Stari iwainst Allied and its general coun- 
through an established distrib, has Theatre Owners of America ‘anit sie ; ; 

seen barely a handful of indies prexy 

end up with a profit with a Hol Starr wouldn't divulee what Unhke a tentative report circu 


lywood-made picture he w lated among committee members, 


is talking about, but it's 


Under present terms asked by a learned that ht presence was which leaked out during the week, 
major distrib for handling a film in connection with the report observations and recommendations 
only an indie with a sock l S issued by the Senate Small of the Senate body makes no men 
made pic has a chance of coming Biacine Rulnomnmthton dilehats lion of Myers by name. It obvious 
out in the black. it's claimed. View nalind ¥nii biteaiion tal « lv, however, refers to Myers as “a 
is that a solo op with an average stricter Justice Dept. attitude pokesman ton the largest exhibitor 
homegrown product might as well . organization his reference, al- 


in watching for possible decree 


caus- 
violations by the distribs Al 


though pinpointed at Myers, 





High U. S. production costs plus bitration. urged by the Senate ec some surprise in trade circles, 
the distrib’s handling fee—-30°. oft group. also figured in the tall ince Theatre Owners of America 
the top for distribution overhead ee is the largest exhib outfit 
Plus advertising and print costs Committee's report, in) essence, 

leave the indie in a precarious ~ é 9 follows the recommendations con 
coin position before he begins to Allied P tained in the “leaked” report. It 
recoup even a portion of his out- ressure trongly urges the setting up of a 


lay. Foreign production, however 
has made the difference. It has en 
abled the indie to cut his produc 
tion costs from 25 to 50°, thus 
giving him a chance to come oul 
on top regardless of the distrib’s 


voluntary yvstem of arbitration 


° Within the motion picture industry 
ecrie h So on: It calls for a “more forceful and 
y 7 more vigilant policy on the part 


ol the antitrust division of the 
releasing fee. 


. Dept. of Justice in assuring com- 
A it pliance with decrees resulting 
With the anticipated blocking of m S 0 Ca S from the extensive litigation 


(Continued on page 18) against the many motion” picture 
- Washington, Aug. 4 companies 
Abrain F sgulk of the committee 


that 
board chairman and gen devoted to the subject of 
with the committce 


Congress Closes | i's.te'ai cage Mons 


Assn., was seeking to “pressure or | many dispute belween 


intimidate the Senate Small and exhib over industs 
a 0. 00p 0 f busin Subcommittee on motion practi 


report is 
arbitra 
viewing if 
solve the 
distribs 

trade 


An inference 


tion 


pictur was contained in a wire \rb.tration is not the panacea 
‘ the report sas but it would pro 
Washington, Aug. 4 sent to Myers yesterday (Mon) b 
Bill to prevent film = star and the committee's chairman. Sen. At (Continued on page 18) 
others from avoiding lt S. in-| drew | Schoeppel (R.. Kan 


come tax on their overseas earn 


: ; Schoeppel responded to a tele 

ings was pa sed by Congre and ‘ram in which Myers questioned ) Bi: Ik 
sent to the White House as one ol printed reports from a= tentative en avon an 
the final acts of Congress before draft of the subcommittee’s final 
its adjournment Monday night (3) report Myers was particular! I ‘ ° >] 

l nder the present law, overseas irate about a portion sharply crit W il f B; ? 
earnings are exempt from | S cizing him for rejecting the 1952 2 Or {j eS } 
income taxes if the earner resides industry arbitration plan because 2 


abroad for 17 of any 18 consecu- | iq) qiq 
tive months. Several Hollywooders 
are currently taking advantage of 
the law 


not include arbitration of 
film) prices 


Admitting a 


Washington, Aug. 4 
Paramount, which shelled out 
4100000 for sereen rights to the 


leak Schoeppel 


The House and Senate had dif-: Stated “the committee's report will) new Jaime a Michener novel, 
ferent versions of a measure to De handled in an orderly fashion “Bridges of Toko-Ri,” is likely to 
kill this off. What was finally and no amount of pressure or in run into a blank wall of non- 
adopted, however, was the Senate timidation from any source will af cooperation fromm the Pentagon, ac- 
version. This provides that earn fect its contents.” cording to informed sources here, 
ings only up to $20,000 in any Schoeppel added: “TI am of the Furthermore Paramount, VARIELY 
calendar year are exempt. It sets opinion that no criticism of any ™ ined, had already been notified 
the cutoff date as Dec. 31, 1952. kind can be made against the thou that Dept. of Defense cooperation 
In other words, the unlimited ex- sands of members of the Allicd | “0U!d probably have to be with- 


'to the end of last 


jing the impending merger of sev- 


ness manager and general man- 
ager for more than 12 years He 
became a v.p. when U and Inter- 
national Pictures merged in 1945 
adding general production exec, 
ichores last year. 


commit- 
assistance on 
Heroes of Korea,” an 


to | Held because of a previous 
ment to Metro for 
Forgotten 


their efforts 
stable economic 
industry It is 


States Assn. for 
work out more 
conditions in the 


emption covers money earned up 


year. 


apparent that you personally are C@tlier Michener opus with an al 

ve Ser ‘Fast _ primarily concerned about alleged rae identical background and 
quotations from the preliminary ‘me 

Of Change’ Reason For draft which discussed in some de Pentagon exec responsible for 

tail the history of arbitration nego- Wiaison with Hollywood report a 

Th Ch » Pm M tiations and the committee’s earn- Celuge of phone calls from virtu 

eatre ains erger est belief that achievement of a a'ly every major studio the day 

Hollywood. Aug. 4 workable arbitration agreement be- after the new Michener novel ap 

In an official statement confirm- tween elements of the industry peared in Life mag. At the time, 


each query was answered by state- 
ment that the promise of coopera- 
Schenck explained that “technical mot all, tion with Metro would preclude 
changes in theatre operation are (Continued on page 18) help on a film version of the newer 
coming along tod fast today for — story. As a result, the other four 
any local theatre organization to, _, ; . interes sted studios backed down, 
keep abreast af all the swiftly- Stereo Equipment but Paramount. as sole bidder, 


; ‘ ban , sbbed the option Production 
yaced developments. It requires a ee 7 ih. j 
national ecaualention to handle to- Costs Cut by Altec would be complicated by withhold- 


would be the greatest single step 
forward in eliminating most. if 


eral theatre circuits, Joseph M 
of the complaints testified 


day's problems of change and Installation costs of stereophonic 6% Of official cooperation on battle 
progress.” sound equipment have been dra cone 

Schenck added that Magna tically reduced by Altec Servic 
Corp., controlling the Todd-AO Corp. Altec sales topper L. D 


Netter, Jr. said this week (3) that 
the new rates had gone into effec! 


process, has no connection with 
the plan to combine several large 


Sternberg Talking Deal 


theatre chains, such as United Aug. 1. with a new low price of For ‘Aratahan’ Distrib 
Artists, Skouras. Golden State, $375 for smaller houses to a high , 

Rowley and others. He also said of $750 for the bigger ones. For Director Josef von Sternberg 
the possibilities of greater film mer prices ranged from $600 to last week returned from Japan 
power do not enter into the plan, $990. vith a print of “Anatahan,” whi 
declaring that the only practical According to Netter, the reduc- | he lensed there with a native cast 
way of buying product is for local tion has been made possible due S'ernherg himself dos t! e } nglisin 
exhib to pick the film that fits his to “on the job” experience and the marration. Pic stars Sternbera s 
particular theatre. ironing out of “bugs.” Netter com latest discover dancer Akemi Ne- 

Regarding the new technical mented that the separate pricing 8!>"! 

developments, he said: “Eventually of each major unit of stereophoni It's the story of the 30 Japanese 
the best of the systems now going installation, to have installation who held out on a Pacific island 
through this proving period will charges correspond with the type long after the war was over. Stern- 


would berg is currently discussing a U.S. 


j distribution deal. 


and size of equipment used, 
i benefit the smaller theatres. 


become standard and adopted by 


the entire industry.” 
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The Caddy 
(SONGS) 


Martin & Lewis in fairways 
rane for laughs and good b.o. 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Paramount release of Pau Jones p »- 
duction Stars Dean Martin, Jerry os 
costars Donna Heed, Barbara Bates; fea 








: is nF ‘inton | 
tures Joseph Calleia, Fred ¢ lark, Cet 


Sundberg, Howard Smith, hall 
Thompeen, Marjorie Gaieson, ree Fee 
lia, Lewis Martin, Romo Vincent, / ree 
tina Brunetti, Houseley Stevenson, — 
Directed by Norman ‘Tauvrog cr ager ree 
Edmund Hartman. Danny Arnold; addic 


dialoy, Ken Enlund; story, Danny Ar 
nold; camera, Daniel L. Fapp; i 
Warren Low; music direction Joseph . 
Lilley: song H ry Warre! Jack I se 
Previewed July 27, ) Running im 
95 MINS. " 

‘ Dean artin 

» thony . 

ener oe Jerry Lewi 
Kathy Taylor Donna Reed 
Visa Anthony Bi ve alg! oe . 
Papa Anthony 7 a — 
Mi Baxter ‘ F 
Charles Uy ton Sune bers 
Golf Official : He N + 5 - 
Bruce Reeber larshall 7 , — 
Mrs. Taylor Mat : rie oe me 
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Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
dig a lot of divots among the fair- 
wavs of “The Caddy” in the inter- 
est of laughs and prosperous pros- 
pects at the ticket windows. It’s 
an amusing romp that while not 
always parring previous M&I, suc- 


cesses, comes close enough _to 
please their fans and to enjoy 
good returns : 

The Paul Jones vroduction, di- 


rected by Norman Tanrog for ex- 
cellent comedy results, tells how a 


couple of San Francisco boys, both | 


tournament 


iking golf, team for 
liking go stand the 


play. Since Lewis can't 
strain of competition, he s_ the 
caddy-manager for Martin. Earls 
successes swell Martin’s head and 
he tries to break from Lewis 
Their quarrel during a big match 
at Pebble Beach turns on a riot 
that ends with their plunge into 
show biz when golf kicks them out 
Picture has a backstage openin® 
and closing, with a long flashback 
in befween to show how they be- 
came entertainers 


This lieht plot framework has 
been embroidered with plenty of 
funnv business in the. script by 
Edmund Hartman and = Danny 


Arnold. with added dialog by Ken 
Englund adding to the fun. fm- 
phasis is less on very broad slav- 
stick. although it’s not entirely 
neglected, and more on warm hu- 
mor with heart. Lewis has several 
strong comedy routines, first of 
which is set in a department store 
where his bumbling as a stock boy 
so harasses Fred Clark, the man- 
ager, that he’s kicked out, paving 
the way for the golf teaming with 
Martin. Another is his hilarious 
“The Gay Continental’ takeoff. 
We sings “What Wouldcha Do 
Without Me.” ) 
“That's Amor” with Martin. The 
latter solos “You're the Richt One” 
and “It’s a  Whistle-In’ Kinda 
Mornin’” in good voice. Tunes 
were contributed by Harry Warren 
and Jack Brooks 


‘bhe comics have two femme 


stars as curvy contrasts for their: 


antics. Donna Reed plays a rich 
society gal who sets her cap for 
Martin and gets him. even if 


Lewis's ineptness does mix up the 
romance for awhile. Barbara Bates. 
as Martin’s sister, is Lewis’ 
sweetie Both femmes put over 
their roles attractively. Fred Clark 
doesn't last long in the footave but 
is fun while around. Joseph Cal- 
Yeia and Argentina Brunetti, as 
Martin's parents; Clinton Sund- 
berg, a stuffv butler; Romo Vin- 
cent, a talent agent; and HWoward 


Smith, Marshall Thompson. Mor- 
jorie Gateson. and Frank Puelia 


are among other featured players 
showing up well 

Playing themselves are a 
ber of golf names, including Ben 
Hogan, Sam Snead, Byron Nelson 
Julius Boros, Jimmy Thomson and 
“Lighthorse” Harry E. Cooper. 

Daniel J, F eamern han- 
Gling is good. Cut into the footage 
are some actual mob scenes of 


yNns 


crowds around the N. Y. Pare- 
mount Theatre when M&L were 
appearing there for a stage date 
Musical direction editing and 


other technical ends are excellent- 
ly done. Bron 


Lippert Re'ease Record 
Hollywood, Aus 
Alltime release record for a t-e- 
month period was sct by Lippert 
with 10 features, one 3-D Feau 
fo go out in August, September. 
Four plus 3-D novelty, “Bandit 
Island,” go out this month; six 
next, 


Sam Snead | 


“One Big Love” ond | 


niun- 


The Actress 
(SONG) 


Entertaining comedy + drama 
about a stage-struck girl, with 
Spencer Tracy, Jean Simmons 
and Teresa Wright. Excellent 
outlook. 








Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


Metro release of Lawrence Weingarten 
production, Stars Spencer Tracy, Jean 
| Simmons, Teresa Wright; features An- 
thony Perkins, lan Wolfe, Kay Williams, 
Viary Wickes. Directed by George Cukor 
Screenplay. Ruth Gordon, from her stage 
play, “Years Ago’; camera, Harold Ros 


son: editor, George Boemler; musical di 
rection, Bronislau Kaper. Previewed July } 
29, ’53. Running time, 89 MINS. 
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Katherine 


A warm, humorous motion pic- 


ture has been made from Ruth} 
Gor4on’s chronicle of her New 
England girlhood and burning de- 
sire for a legit career. Presented 
on the stage as “Years Ago,” ft 
now wears the appropriate screen 
title of “The Actress.” It has 


name importance in the casting of 
Spencer Tracy, Jean Simmons and 


Teresa Wright, excellent word-of- 
mouth values and a chance for 
gyood Zrosses, 


The 


duction 


Lawrence Weingarten pro- 
is rather solid family en- 
tertainment, directed sympatheti- 
cally and with understanding by 
George Cukor to tug at the heart 
as well as the risibilities. 
stars and the other cast members 
respond to this handling to make 
it a successful show, engagingly 
putting over the characters that 
were taken from real life, as well 
as the feel of the early 1900 period 
in which tke plot is laid. 


Miss Simmons plays the title 
role, lifted from Miss Gordon's 
'own girlhood, and portrays per- 
fectly the teenage agonies and 


iovs of a girl who must become an 
actress at all cost, yet stands in 
awe of a papa whe though seem- 
ing to have no sympathy for such 
youthful ambitions, is the one who 


comes through to make them pos- | 


sible at the finale. Tracy is fine as 
ihe father, a man who easily be- 
comes a bore at times, who lives 
quite a bit in his seafaring past, 
ound desires better things for his 
tamily than he can provide en the 
miserly stipend he makes as a 
clerk. As a balance wheel in the 
family, Miss Wright's mother is 
topnotch, one of her better por- 
trayvals of a naturally written char- 
aater 

Actually, the seript is a series of 
incidents establishing Miss Sim- 
mons’ stage yen and the gradual 
building of courage to let papa 


know she will not become a physi- | 


cal culture instructress, the co- 
conspiracy of mama to further the 
daughter's aims and, finally, the 


raising of money to give her her | 


break. It's told with 
some drama and the 
spills honestly 
ivpes seen. 

A fresh young face, Anthony 
Perkins, impresses as Miss Sim- 
| mons’ swain, and their scenes to- 


solid heart, 
humor that 
from the family 


ior audiences who remember their 
courting days back in that period. 
‘Perkins is the son of the late Os- 


Dawn Bender | 


The | 


gether will have a nostalgic flavor | 


The Young Caruso 

“The Young Caruso,” Ital- 
fan-made film tradeshown ip 
New York Monday (3), was 
reviewed from Genoa by 
Variety Nov. 21, 1951, under 
its original title of “Enrico 
Caruso, Leggenda di Una 
Voce” (“Enrico, Caruso, Le- 
gend of a Voice”). Picture 
has Gina Lollobrigida and 
Ermanno Randi in top roles, 
while the voice of opera star 
Mario Del Monaco is dubbed 
in for the vocal sequences. 

“A smooth, commercial pro- 
duction,” Hawk opined, * ‘Ca- 





| yuso’ shows few if any signs 
| of the rush treatment it re- 
| ceived in order to beat the 
| Metro opus to the Italian 
| sereens. (Metro’s ‘Great Ca- 

ruso’ was released in April, 

1951). It will gross strongly 


with local audiences, for which 
it was primarily intended. 
Abroad and in the U. S., big 
exploitation via comparison 
with the U. S. production or 
on its own merits could pay off 
in special situations.” 

I.F.E. Releasing Corp., 
which is distributing the film 
in the U. S., has dubbed in 
an English soundtrack. Foot- 
age has also been edited down 
to 77 minutes from the origi- 
; nal 108. 





Stranger Wore a Gun,” a 3-D, wide- 
| screen, stereophonic sound outdoor 
| feature. It is an okay entry for the 
| general action market, with added 
sales value in the use of the techni- 
cal gimmicks and Technicolor. 

Based on “Yankee Gold” by John 
M. Cunningham, the screen devel- 
opment is not always clear as con- 
cerns some of the motivations and 
characters, but there is enough sur- 
rounding action to keep it playing 
,at the pace demanded by the out- 
door fan. Some of the more obvious 
j tricks of 3-D are used to pelt and 
|burn the audience during the ac- 
tion. Scenic values are very good, 
being of the rugged type compat- 
|ible to the story, and the produc- 


| ¥ion supervision gives the film what | 


it needs for the market. 

Under Andre de Toth’s direction, 
the story opens with Scott moving 
| west after serving as a Quantrell 
| Spy. He can’t shake this reputation 


shipments being made over the 
stage line operated by Joan Weldon 
and her father, Pierre Watkin. The 
hero decides to go straight 
plays on the rivalry of Macready 
and Alfonso Bedoya, Latin bandit 
whose territory had been taken 


so in Prescott, Ariz., he ties in with | Lucien 
George Macready to spy on gold} 


and | 


will serve as &@ program offering 
in regular release. Okay meller 
values are achieved in the presen- 
tation, a first for the indie unit of 
Matthugh Productions, but the pic- 
ture could stand tightening to se 
up the pace and cover the lags 
left by script and direction. 

The contrived plot has a good 
idea behind it, but Charles Ben- 
nett’s writing and direction are in- 
clined to play too many scenes for 
dialog and the talk isn’t good 
enough to carry them. Playing by 
the principals, Lew Ayres, Sonny 
Tufts and Marjorie Steele, isn’t 
particularly outstanding either, but 
the overall effect of the picture is 
| acceptable enough for its market. 
Ayres is seen aS a once top song- 





|smith reduced to improvising songs | 
lin a bar for tips and the amuse- | 


iment of drunks. Miss Steele is a 
lcareer girl and Tufts a police de- 
tective. Plot contrives to bring 
them together with the death of 
James Griffith, artist playboy. Cir- 
cumstances point to Miss Steele, 
but Tufts covers for her, using 
Ayres as the fall guy. The po- 
lice dragnet, emphazing there is no 
escape from Frisco once the law 
clampsedown, is spread for Ayres 
and his dodging of the traps is 
abetted by Miss Steele, who doesn’t 
want him taken for a crime she 
believes she committed. Pair fi- 
nally is cornered in the dead man’s 
apartment, where it is suddenly re- 





| adding new killings to his list. 
Lewis Martin, police lieutenant; 
| Renny McEvoy, a sidestreet char- 
| acter who aids Ayres; Gertrude 
| Michael, a bar tramp, and Charles 
|Cane, a noisy drunk, handle the 
| principal featured spots nicely. 
Included in the Matt Freed-Hugh 
| MacKenzie production is a. good 
score by Bert Shefter, as 


| music 
|} well as a good title number bal- 


j lad. Benjamin Kline’s lensing is 
| excellent. Brog. 
| Sncciieneeadiatiiinibatai 
Mon Gosse De Pere 
(My Childish Father) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, July 28. 
Marceau release of Joelie Films produc- 
tion. Features Maurice Teynac, Scomaee 


Francois, Siren Adjemova and Arlette 
Poirier. Directed by Leon Mathot. Screen- 
play, Leopold Marchand and Mathot from 
play by Marchand; camera, L. H. Burel; 





editor, Marthe Cleris. At Balzac, Paris. 
Running time 95 MINS. 
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The play derivation shows up in 
the studio handling of this film. A 
good idea is talked to death, and 
indifferent thesping and just pass- 


| 


over by Macready’s henchmen, to | 4ble technical aspects make this of 


save the stage line from further | 


holdups. When everyone is wiped 
| out but Macready, he and Scott 
have it out in a burning saloon for 
the big finale action sequence. 
|Windup finds Scott heading for 
| California with Claire Frevor, a 
faithful girl friend who has stood 


by him throughout, and leaving 
| Miss Weldon looking wistfully after | 
; the man she didn't get. | 


| Scott delivers in his usual style, | 
which is just right for outdoor | 
actioners. and the histrionics of the 
| film get a big lift from Miss Trevor, 
although her footage is compara- | 
|tively small. Miss Weldon is ap- 
| pealing. Macready, Bedoya, Lee 
; Marvin, Ernest Borgnine and Joseph | 


| little value for the U. S. except 
;for a few dualer spots. Pic might 
be rewritten for a Hollywood sit- 
uation comedy. 

This concerns a_ philandering 
middle-age architect who finally 
settles down to a quiet marriage. 
However, his son shows up to set 
off a series of complications and 
incidents. The son was the fruit of 
a youthful liaison and is now a 
rich American soap manufacturer 
who is, going to build factories in 
France. 

Pic contrasts the businesslike, 
reserved son to the libertine father 
for obvious results. The father is 
finally brought to mature senses 
and the son sets up a love match 


vood Perkins), Ian Wolfe and Mary | Vitale are the principal heavies, al] | With an ex-victim. of father. What 


Wickes are in briefly during a 
evminast sequence in which papa 


pants. 
donces 


Kay Williams 
“Beautiful 


sings and 


“Pink Lady” number. Teenaged 
friends of Miss Simmons _§ are 
Norma Jean Nilsson and Dawn 
Bender. 

Harold Rosson's photography | 
captures the story period neatly | 
and George Boemler's editing 

Brog. 


keeps the footage tight. 


Stranger Wore a Gun 


Okay Randolph Scott outdoor 
actioned in Technicolor and 


3-D. 
(COLOR) 


Hollywood, July 28. 
7. Columbia release of Scott-Brown (Harry 
Joe Brown) production. Stars Randolph 
Scott; Claire Trevor; features Joan Wel- 
(lon, George Macready, Alfonso Bedoya, 
Vong Marvin, Ernest Borgnine. Pierre 
Watkin, Joseph Vitale, Clem Hevans. Di- 
rected by Andre de Toth. Screenplay. 
by John M. Cunningham; camera (Tech 
niccior), Lester H. White: editors 
uvlick, James Sweeney. Previewed July 
4, “O43. Running time, 62 MINS. 
f Travis 
‘oste Sullivan 
Iby Conrov 
wles Mourrett 
thou Kurth 
‘all Slager 
sen Conroy ose 
Dutch Mueller .. 
im Martin 
ales 
Red @lick 


tiarve Comis 


Claire Trevor 
Joan Weldon 
.eewae George Macready 
Alfonso Bedoya 
° Lee Marvin 
Ernest 


. Joseph Vitale 
. Clem Bevans 
Paul Maxey 
Frank Scannell 
Reed Howes 





ae ee ee Roscoe Ates 
eh Vere rtre «+». Edwerd Earle 
Sy Perr e ees . Guy Wilkerson 


Scott 
plunge 


Randolph 
i “depthie” 


takes the 
with “The 


displays his muscles and loses his | 


Lady” in aj 


‘\enneth Gamet, based on “Yankee Gold” | 


Gene | 


eeseces Randolph Scott | 


‘ Borgnine | 
rrre Pierre Watkin 


' 


| Villainous, 
Scott served as associate pro-| 
ducer to Harry Joe Brown on the | 
Scott-Brown production. Lester H. 
White's color camera work is good, 
; although not always showing up | 
well on the preview print. Kenneth | 
Gamet did the script {rom the Cun- 
ningham novel. Brog. 


No Escape 
(SONG) 





Chase melodrama with Lew 
Ayres, Sonny Tufts, Marjorie 
Steele; for programmer dates. 


Hollywood, July 29. 

United Artists release of Matthugh 
(Matt Freed, Hugh MacKenzie) production. 
Stars Lew Avres. Sonny Tufts, Marjorie 
Steele; features Lewis Martin, Charles 
| Cane, Gertrude Michael, Renny McEvoy, 
| Jess Kirkpatrick, James Griffith, Robert 
| Watson, Robert Bailey, Leon Burbank, 
, Robert Carson. Written and directed by 
Charles Bennett; camera, Benjamin Kline: 
editor, Roy V. Livingston: music, Bert 
Shefter; song, Shefter and Charles Ben- 





should have been sparkling is flat 
here because of lustreless direction 
of Leon Mathot, and the lack of 
spontaneity of the cast. 

Maurice Teynac tries valiantly 
as the father but to no avail. 
Jacques Francois gets away with 


playing an American, but femme | 
roles of Siren Adjemova and Ar-| 


lette Poirier are less than ade- 
quate, Mosk. 
Koenigsmark 
(FRENCH) 

Paris, July 28. 
Sigma Vog release of Sigma Vog- 
Excelsa Film production. Stars Sylvana 
Pampanini, Jean-Pierre Aumont, Renee 


Faure. Directed by Solange Terac. Screen- 
play. Terac from novel by Pierre Benoit; 
camera, Pierre Petit; editor, Constant. 
Saree. Paris. Running time, 90 


Vignerte ... 
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Made twice before, as a silent 





nett. Previewed July 28, ’53. Runnin 
time, 75 MINS, , = 
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pic in 1926, and with Pierre Fres- 
nay and Elissa Landi in 1939, this 
does not compare favorably. A 
Graustarkian romantico and skull- 
duggery affair, film lacks the 


_ Gertrude Michael | mounting and thesping needed to 
Renny McEvoy | 


make this type of pic click. This has 
|names of Jean-Pierre Aumont and 
Pampanini for general 
j Italo and French circuits, but of- 


Robert Carson | fers little for the U. S. market. 


|The plethora of talkiness and the 
|few locales of the production 
;might make this worthwhile for TV 
| dubbing. 

| Story has Aumont coming to a 
‘little Duchy as a historian. Here 


vealed that Tufts is the killer. The | 
police arrive in time to prevent his | 


—— 


trigue and danger in the person, 
of her estranged, conniving his. 
band. Aumont literally finds g 
skeleton in the closet of the ex. 
husband of the Duchess, and they 
find a fleeting love before way 
comes to the Duchy. 

Direction and _ scripting of 
; Solange Terac are both under par 


jane hamper the film. Continuit, 





rough, and lensing flat. Aumont 
and Pamperini are miscast and 


‘only Renee Faure adds the proper 
| period note to the meandering 
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July B.0. 


He Continued from page 4 








‘menor 
in June. “Dangerous When Wet” 
(M-G), fifth-place winner, shaped 


up as strong as had been forecast 

late in June. Sixth money went 

“White Witch Doctor’ 20th), 

which had the advantage of a flock 

of dates early in the month. 
3-D’ers OK B.O. 

“Second Chance” (RKO) copped 
seventh position, despite the fact 
that it was really out in release 
only two weeks late in the month, 
This Robert Mitchum 3-D’er un- 
| doubtedly will be heard from addi- 
|tionally in the future. ‘Scared 
| Stiff’ (Par) is taking eighth place, 
after beins sixth in June. 

“Came From Outer Space” ‘U), 
|b. o. champ in June, is winding 
up ninth in the face of new, fresh 
opposition. It's a 3-D'er. 

“The Maze” (AA), also in 3-D, 
among the top 12 pix four weeks 
last month, showed enough to take 
10th position. “Sangaree” (Par), 
10th in the previous month, is 11th- 
place winner. “Francis Covers Big 
Town” ‘(U) rounds out the Golden 
Dozen for the past month. 

“Great Sioux Uprising’ (U), 
“Pickup on South St.” (20th), 
eighth in June; ‘Queen Is 
Crowned” (U), seventh in June, and 
“South Sea Woman” (WB) are the 
runner-up films in that order. Last- 
named, current Burt Lancaster 
starrer, never rose above 12th posi- 
tion all month, being in the pe- 
culiar position of being a well-liked 
pic that never really caught on. 

An imposing array of new prod- 
uct will be in full release by the 
middle of this month, based on the 
way some of the new pictures 
started out late in July. One of 
the outstanding new entries was 
“Moon Is Blue” (UA), which fin- 
ished fourth one week and seventh 
another one in July, but was not 
out enough to be included in the 
monthly ratings. Another is ‘‘Stal- 
ag 17” (Par), which hit sixth posi- 
tion two weeks running. It was in 
the same category as to July 
ratings. 

‘Band Wagon’ Smash 

“Band Wagon” (M-G) shapes as 
another smash newcomer. It still 
was doing remarkably big trade at 
the N. Y. Music Hall in the third 
week as the month closed. “Gen- 
tlemen Prefer londes” (20th) 
likewise looks a great grosser based 
on its showings in N. Y. and Phil- 
ly. It was huge on opening round 
in latter city and big in second ses- 
sion at N. Y. Roxy. 

“Houdini” (Par) is starting out 
like a very stout fresh pic. “Ride 
Vaquero” (M-G) showed enough to 
win eighth place the final week of 
the month. “Vice Squad” ‘UA) 
was big in Buffalo, lively in Phila- 
delphia and stout on its preem in 
| Cleveland. 

“Sea Devils” (RKO) looms as po- 
tentially solid based on a couple of 
/nice openings near the end of last 
month. “Kid From Left Field” 
(20th) was rated neat in Indianapo- 
lis but slim in Pittsburgh, fair in 
Cleveland and not so good in De- 
troit. “Sword and Rose” ‘RKO) 
was smash on its Frisco preem 
week. 

“Dream Wife’ (M-G), also new, 
was very spotty many mild sessions 
being listed although it sarted 
well in N. Y. “Farmer Takes 
Wife” (20th) did enough the Fgal 
week of July to land 10th jsition 
in weekly ratings. ‘Arena” (M-G) 
did not live up to its promise of 
late June. “I, the Jury” (UA) teed 
off smash in Chicago, being helped 
i by a strong stageshow. 

“Lili”? (M-G), which was 12th 
in June, added very substantial 
| emmoumte, playing mainly in smaller, 
larty theatres. “Ft. Ti” (Col), 
which was third in June, wound 
up 11th one week last month. “City 

That Never Never Sleeps” (Rep) 
| added several good amounts to pre- 


| vious grosses. 


“Thunder Bay” (U), out in re- 
' lease a couple of months ago for 
| first time, added several nice play- 
‘dates. “Moulin Rouge” (UA), long 
'a champ in weekly ratings, con- 








: P : isi ‘ade 
A chase melodrama against a he falls for the swarthy beauty of | tinued to roll up surprising (ac 
| San Francisco setting, “No Escape” ithe Duchess, but runs afoul of in-' in smaller key city dates. 
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RELEASE SKEDS STEPPED UP 








National Art House Chain Urged: 


Mingling Brit., 


Need for 
3 ; specializing in good pix 
sll countries, including the 


was outlined in N. Y. Mon- 
by Martin Lewis, operator 
55th Street Playhouse and 
art theatres, in the course 
nanel discussion on_ British 
and the American market. 
yrum-type debate was held at 
{ Plavhouse as a curtain-raiser 
British film festival, which 
there to Sept. 28, with 
British pix skedded for 


bf 4 


by Sir Gladwin Jebb, perma- 
nent British rep to the U.N. 
Council, who took the 
Araerican audiences 
io British films, “if they 
see them more often.” 
Addressing the gathering of 
ritics and press reps, Sir Gladwin 


+ rity 
\ that 


1 lake 


sind his country’s product “on 
whole intelligent and often 
funny,” but complained that 
still a “cultivated” rather 


han an acquired taste with the 
S. public. He was also care- 
to make the distinction be- 
veen a cultivated and a cultured 


c 
1 
t 
\ 
{it was 
t 
l 
f 


taste, but concluded that much 
could be done to expedite the ac- 
quaintance between’ British pix 


and the broad American audience. 
Panel discussion was moderated 
by Charles Dand, British Iaforma- 


tion Services pic topper in N. Y. 
Others on the Playhouse stage in- 
cluded Lewis Knight, film critic, 
and Henry Hart, also a critic and 
National Board of Review prexy. 
For the most part they eulogized 


the progress of British films, with 
particular emphasis on their 
cess, because of their various na- 
tive qualities which were seen re- 


flecting national virtues. 

left Livingston, exploitation | 
specialist on J. Arthur Rank films | 
channeled through Universal, 


Continued on page 20) 


Widescreens Held 


Up By Shortages 


Current shortage of screens and 
Short focal lenses is holding down 
the rafe of widescreen installations 
in theatres, it's understood. Survey 
made by one company, and con- 
firmed this week by other distribs, 
showed only about 200 new wide- 
screen systems ready for opera- 
tion. Count doesn’t take in the very 
limited number of houses which 
a'ways have had larger screens. 

Equipment dealers concede that 
the rate of actual installation has 
been very slow, but this is in part 
blamed on their inability to turn 





out the sereens and grind wide- 
angie lenses. Latter are in particu- 
lat short supply since there 


hasn't been any call for them for 
Many years. CinemaScope lenses | 
ate being stockpiled by 20th-Fox, 
“hich so far hasn't released any to 
t! e de ‘alers, 


Wide screens of the 2.5 to 1 


CinemaScope dimensions are hard | 


») get 


4 
raley 


According to one equipment 
theatres ordering such 
‘ns now don’t stand a chance 
etting them before the end of 
September. “It all hit us with a 
g No One is ready with any- 
13. was the comment. 
exhibs are putting in or- 
“rs for the CinemaScope Miracle 
yor screens developed by 20th. 
wever, they sell at $3 a square 
a ad there is a lively difference 


' Opinion over their quality. Vari- | 
us circuits, while installing some 
: racle Mirror screens, are also} 
‘pping houses with other high | 
nsity sereens which they con- 
siGer to be superior and which sell | 

2 ‘Ss than half the Miracle Mirror | 
. ob felt that, apart from the | 
en and lens shortage, exhibs 
" " icient number of pix leased | 
Bir 'e new ratios are available. 


t CinemaScope releases are ex- 
ed to precipitate another rush | 


, 
lO get 


Set the big screens, 


a nationwide circuit of + 


of | 


48 | 
presenta- | 
Introductory talk was deliv- | 


Qater Pix a ‘Shock’ 


SEEK CUT OF TREASURE? 
OF ‘any BENEATH SEA’ 


os Angeles, Aug. 4 
Mark mn stein agency and 
| Harold Cornsweet filed a con- 
spiracy suit in Superior Court 
|against Harry Rieseberg, Albert J 
|Cohen and Universal, asking $25.- 
000 and an accounting of the script 
costs of “City Beneath the Sea 
Complaint says Rieseberg made 
a 50° deal with Herstein and 
Cornsweet to sell his book, “I Dive 
For Treasure.” Later, the plain- 
tiffs state, Rieseberg sold the story 
to Cohen, who in turn sold it to 
| Universai for $50,000. They want 
| half that amount, plus an account 
of the script costs, of which Her- 


stein says he 10Y 


US. Pixites Beef 
On Rome Pact: 
‘We Were Ignored: 


Signing in Rome of a new agree 
ment between distribs and exhibs 
spelling out a model contract and | 


was to get 





suc- | 


| 


| cleared 


rental terms for the coming yeai 

took homeoffice execs in N. Y 

by surprise. It occasioned  per- 
sistent queries on, “Why weren't 
| we consulted in advance of any | 
{American commitment to the 
deal?” 


Agreement was reached between 


AGIS, the Italian General Assn. of | 
|Show Business, and ANICA, the 
National Assn. of Motion Picture , 
and Allied Industries, of which 
the Americans are members. Only 

exception is Metro, which didn't 
join. While it is opposed to the ar 

rangements made, MG hasn't 
much choice other than going 


along with the decision. 

Deal calls for 50-50 terms on 25°7 
of pix released, with the rest going 
at a maximum 40° for the dis- 
tribs. This doesn’t take in 3-D 
films or special widescreen pro- 
ductions such as CinemaScope. 

Original agreement set a limit 
of 42° and allowed deduction ot 
3°O in exhib expenses off the top. 
Now, there will be an actual ac- 
counting of expenses, but 
derstood that this point 
yet been finally settled. 

Motion Picture Export Assn. rep 
in Rome has asked that there be a 
delay in the final approval of the 
agreement on rental limits to give 
the foreign managers in N. Y. a 
chance to discuss the matter 

Threat overshadowing the whole 
situation was invocation of Article 
|X of the old agreement. Under | 
if there was a prolonged stalem: ate 
}on rental terms, the government 
; would be permitted to step in to 
| determine the limits. With the 
De Gasperi regime fallen and po- 
litical conditions unstable, some 

(Continued on page 16) 


CHI HEALTH B’D BANS 


has not 








Chicago, Aug. 4 

The Board of Health here todas 
/ (Tues.) cracked down on the reuse 
lof 3-D viewers in theatres because 
the practice is unsanitary and apt 
to lead to eye infections. Action 
| was taken by the board prexy Dr 
Herman M. Bundesen following re 
ports from physicians 

Action was taken to 
the public.” 





‘confirmed that 


CLEAR SHELVES 


FLAT PIA 


that the 





convinced 
technique pictures are here to 
Stay, film companies are stepping 
up their schedules to cleat 

e shelves of conventional pix 
figured that the flats mav be- 
come antiquated as more and more 
theatres retool for the new era 
product. Policy ef maintaining a 
backlog of films amvears to be 
diminishing, and indications are 
that from now on filmeries will be 
working close to the vest as they 
keep a clo e watch on the type of 
pix that will draw customers to the 
turnstiles. Studio technicians have 
been alerted to plunge = quickly 
into any dimension that the pub 
lic fancies. As a result, studios are 
anxious to start with a clear slate 

It's estimated that by March, 
1954, most of the studios will have 
their decks of all conven- 
tional product. Practice of working 
14 to 18 months in advance ap- 
parently will be discontinued, and 
it'll be a rare 
a backlog of 
hand at any 
that it will be 


Apparently 
new 


release 


It’s 


16 to 18 pictures on 
one time. Feeling is 
risky to build up a 
backlog in a period of quickly- 
changing technical methods. Until 
the time is reached when there 
will be a degree of standardization, 
(Continued on page 18) 


U S.F mers Cut 
Venice Fete Fund 


Reflecting dissatisfaction with 
the basic principles underlying in- 
ternational film festivals, and the 
manner in which they are run, the 
American companies are reducing 
their annual allotment for parti 
cipation in the Venice film fete to 
6.000.000 lire ($8,000) Last year 


they kicked in 8,000,000 lire ($10.- 
600) to help plug their entries 


Motion Picture Assn. of Ame! 
ica last week received a report on 
the Venice festival selections from 
its Rome rep, Eugene Van Dee. He 
the festival selec- 
tion committee had_ originally 
rejected eight of the nine U.S. en- 


|tries and then had proceeded to 


| are 


REUSE OF 3-D VIEWERS 


‘production with 


| 


“safeguard | 
It was explained that | 


sterilization processes currently in| 


use are insufficient to prevent con- 
tarépation. Polaroid viewers, 


which comprise most of the 


‘y be in no hurry to convert until | specs in use, are designed for sin-| with 


gle use only, but permanent view- | 


ers have lately come on the mar- 
| ket. Some theatres also are col- 
lecting the glasses from the cus- 


tomers and are reselling ther. 


roa | availabl 
it’s un-|} reer 


request three specific pix. Among 
the films turned down was Metro's 
“Julius Caesar.” 

It's now learned that, following 
earlier hesitation, M-G is making 
its “The Bad and the 
Beautiful” for the competition. 
Other American pix in the running 
“Roman Holiday” (Par), ‘ 
Fourposter” 
South Street” (20th-Fox). 

MPAA formula for 
costs among the distribs calls for 
the four participating companies 
to pay two parts against one part 
for the rest. Matter was up for dis- 
cussion at an MPAA board meet in 
N.Y. yesterday (Tues.) 





Martin & Lewis’ ‘Money’ 
Stays Home at Paramount 


Hal Wallis-Joseph H. Hazen- 
Martin & Lewis starrer, “Money 
from Home,” will be released by 


Paramount under a deal concluded 
here yesterday (Tues.). Talks with 
Warner Bros. were broken off seme 
weeks ago. 
Meanwhile, Par is 
Wallis-Hazen 
Vina Delmar’s 


Pic would star Shirley Booth 
whose contract is owned by W-H 
If there is a deal, “Mrs. Leslie” 
would be filmed on the Par lot 


and would go as a Par release. 


Abtcon’s British Deal 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Herman Cohen, head of Abtcon 
Pictures, closed a four-picture co- 
production deal with Anglo-Amal- 





3-D | gamated Films of London, starting 


“River Beat.” 
Shooting starts Aug. 
land, with Phyllis Kirk and Donald 
Houston in top roles. Guy Green 
will direct on an eight-week sched- 


j ule. 


studio that will have | 


‘The | 
(Col) and “Pickup on | 


distributing | 


| 
talking joint 
for | 
“About Mrs. Leslie,” | 


27 in Eng- | 


Daw | 





Box Office TVs Pix- Style Bally 
To Flack Up ! Gnd, 5 Hoop Games 


PAR SIGNS MEL EPSTEIN 
TO NEW LONGTERM PACT 


Hiolly wood Aug 4 
Mel Epste who went to work 
at Paramount 23 vears ago as Ed 
mund Lowe standin, was signed to 
anew tongterm producer contract 


beginning with “Legend of Incas,” 


in October Iie has already pro- 
duced eight features for the studio 

After the standin job he was 
successively second and _ first as- 
sistant director unit production 
manager, assistant to producer At 
thur Hornblow horts director and 


pi oduce 


Asking 1506 For 
Theatre-[Ver Of 
Sept. Champ Bout 


casting of the Sept. 24 heavyweight 
championship bout between champ 
| Rocky Marciano 
Roland La Starza 
being demanded by 
sulting in 


The International Boxing Club 
lis asking a guarantee of $150,000 
| plus a percentage of the b.o. take 
|for the closed-circuit theatre tele 


and 
Hetty 
the 
withdrawal 


challenges 
vuarantee 
IBC is re 
of some 


the theatre-TV firms originally in 
terested in the fight 

Meanwhile, the Gillette Razor 
company said it would be willing 
to pay $175,000 for the home TV 
rights with New York and New 
England blacked out If the bout 
goes to Gillette, there’s a chance 
the event may be shifted to Friday 
Sept. 25, to make use of Gillette 
regular fight time over NBC. Com 
pany said it is still hopeful of get 
ting the right 

Although maintaining that it is 
still “in the picture,” Box Office 
! Television, Inc., the newly-formed 
| Milton Mound-Sid Caesar compa- 
ny, indicated it wasn’t interested 
in any deal that demanded an ad- 
vance from theatres, 

“We want to make an event at- 


tractive to theatres,” a spokesman 
declared. “We don't want to force 


(Continued on page 16) 


TRY TO COMBINE 3-D 
WITH SQUEEZE LENS 


Continuing the technical binge 
Started by introduction of the wide 


screen Cinerama and the 3-D 
“Bwana Devil,’ attempts are cut 
rently being made to combine the 
3-D with specs system with the 
anarmorphic (squeeze lens) proce 

| Several filmeries are working 
with optical scientists who have 
been active in3-Dtodetermine if a 


compatible system can be achieved 


| Difficulty in arriving at combo} 
system revolves around the prob 
lem of obtaining a sufficient light 


Sherman, Smith in New 
Posts in Col Shakeup 


Number of shifts in Columbia’ 
homeotfice exec staff finds Irving 
Sherman moving up from person 
ne! director and office manager to 
an executive post in the interna 
tional department Herbert L 
|} Smith, purchasing chief, assumes 
| Sherman's post as an additional 
| duty. 

As a result of the two executive 
changes, additional promotions 
were made, 
ing elevated 
of the purchasing 
|Kerness will share responsibility 
with Fred Izzo, also an assistant 
purchasing manager. Gloria 
|stock has been named assistant 
manager of the personnel depart- 
;ment, a newly-created post. 


to assistant manager 


with Jack Kerness be- | 


department. | 


Wein- | 


| would 


ot | 


In an attempt to hypo theatre- 
rV, Box Office Television the 
newly-formed Millon Mound-Sid 
Caesar outfit, is setting as tts 
policy the presentation of a series 
of sports events as well as the pre 
selling of attractions via estab- 
lished film bally methods. Theory 
of the firm, according to veepee 


is that closed 
become an ac- 


William Rosensohn, 
circuit video cannot 
cepted show biz medium, unless it 
is presented on a regular basis. He 
disputes the view of Nate Halpern, 


Theatre Television Network top- 
per, that the medium = remain 
dormant, until there is an. oul 


standing sock offering 

Although BOT is canvassing the 
ficld for a wide variety of offet 
ings, it will launch its program 
with seven Notre Dame football 
games and five Harlem Globe 
trotter basketball games 

BOT, according to Rosensohn, 
not asking for any guarantee 
advance, but will make the events 
available strictly on a percentage 
basis. In addition, he noted there 

be no extra charges since 
would foot both the line and 
loop charges. He emphasized 
that not a cent would be taken olf 
the top for the line or loop costs 

BOT is offering a package deal 
which consists of booking the en- 
tire of football or basket- 
ball games or both. Pacts will con- 


1S 
ol 


BOT 
local 


SCrics 


tain cancellation clauses allowing 
exhibs to cancel out if the attrac 
tion does not draw after three 
tries, Admission tab maximum, ac 


(Continued on page 20) 


Mex Orders 100 
C’Scope Units 


Order for 100 CinemaScepe in 
stallations was placed with 20th- 
Fox last week by Gen. Abelardo IL, 
Rodriguez, Mexican circuit’ opera- 
tor and a producer. Rodriguez also 
acquired the right to lens a number 
of features and expects to equip 
at least 34 houses with the wide- 
screen process by the end of this 


| year 


! 
Ing, 


20th announced that 
demonstration 
11 at 


Meanwhile, 
the first Canadian 
of CinemaScope is due Aug 
the Imperial Theatre, Toronto, 
with exhibs, press reps, equipment 
manufacturers and government of- 
ficials attending. Homeoffice con- 
tingent will be led by W. C. Gehr- 
exec assistant sales manayer. 
W. R. Frank last week licensed 
CinemaScope lenses to produce 
“Sitting Bull” in color. With Er- 
rol Flynn's “The Story of William 
Tell,” to be made in Europe, this 
makes the second CinemaScope re 
lease for United Artists Other 
indies with CinemaScope pix on 
their schedule include Bert Fried- 
lob and Walt Disneys 


Joan Davis, Col Call It 
Quits After ‘Jungle’ Snarl 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 


Joan Davis and Columbia called 


it quits after an altercation ovet 
“Jungle Joan,” which had been 
slated as her next picture. All her 
future films on the lot were can- 
celed by mutual agreement 
Actress agreed to repay the stu- 
dio several thousand dollars which 
had been spent for work on the 
screenplay 
Stall Coast Trust Suit 
os Angeles, Aug. 4 
Federal Judge Ben Har mn 
postponed hearing of Galston & 
Sutton’s $1,879,200 antitrust suit 


until late September. Plaintiffs are 


owners of the Hawaii Theatre in 
Hollywood and most of the major 
companies are named as defend- 
ants. 


Jurist explained that he is leav- 
ing for a tour of eastern courts 
this week and that the trial is 


jexpected to require two months. 
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OME TRUE! 


We've timed this one for the height of 
baseball-season interest. It’s a won- 
derful story, with that “Pride of St. 
Louis” guy, full of joy and laughter and 
heartwarming romance. It’s got every- 
thing your patrons want for grand slam 


| 








othe 


—_ \\ entertainment! 








& Valuable Player Awards, 
newspaper contests on “Why I'd Like 
to Manage a Big League Club”! 

GET THE PRESSBOOK packed with 
seven pages of great selling angles! 
And all these novelties are available! 
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VARIETY 








AM 


$10,000. Last week, “Along Came 
Jones” (ndie) and “Belle of | 


House capacity sharply reduced. 


O00 Last 


~n§ if <j « 








f New Entries Boost Chi; Cinerama’ 
Huge $45,000, ‘Blondes’ Mighty 506, 
Pickup’ Powerful 276, ‘Bway’ 8146 


Chicago. Aug. 4. 
troop received a big hypo this | 
: rgely via six new entries, | 

better than average at | 
kets. Three of the new} 
joved sock openings 
nerama” bowed in Wednes- | 
»9) for hefty $15,000 at the | 
performance. Nearly all of | 
week was sold out in advance 
nt $45.000 looms for initial 
Gentlemen Prefer 


en 











Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





opened with record 
30) at $7,000, best start 


¢50.000 in first round. With | 
suits most of first day “Pickup | 
South St.” at the Roosevelt 
es smash $27,000 for first 
ek 
ther neweomers are topped by 
‘lain St. to Broadway.” good $8.- 
it the Monroe. “5.000 Fingers” 


d fast $6,000 at Surf, while | office 
erous Crossing” and “Babes | though 
| Drisk. 
| the Jurv” is lusty at the Chi- | With vaude 
eago with Mickey Rooney onstage | 

a 
j ‘ las 
dise’” shapes bright in holdover at 
~ 


dad” is neat at the Grand. 


Second round. “Return to Para- 


State-Leke, “Maze” is lively $16.- 
1) at United Artists, also on ini- 


holdover round, | houses, 


Moon Is Blue” continues excel- | 
in the sixth Woods round. 
Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 

i the Jury” (UA) with Mickey | 

rooney stageshow (2d wk) Fast 

100. Last week. huge $72.000. 

Grand RKO) (1,200: 55-98)—! 
angerous Crossing” (20th) and 
Babes in Bagdad” (UA. Okay 


ukon” (Indie ‘i. $9.000. ' 
Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 55-98)— | 
Main St. to Broadway” (M-G). 
iood $8.500. Last week, “Story 3 
wes” (M-G) (6th wk), $3,500 for 
Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25) 
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” 
Oth Giant $50.000. Last week, 
nferno” (20th) (2d wk), $18.000. 


Palace (Eitel) (1,570; $1.20-$3.60) | ¢ 


Cinerama” (Indie). Terrific 


$45,000 after whopping benefit | 


t at $25 top. Last week, shut- 
ered to ready for this fourth in 
S. showing of “Cinerama.” 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 55-98)— | 


ickup on South St’ (20th) and | 
‘Continued on page 18) 


‘Houdini’ Hefty $9,000, 
K.C.; ‘Bway’ Mild 116, 
‘Inferno’ Hotsy $7,000 


Kansas City, Aug. 4. | 
Week shapes moderately good 





; 


with “Houdini® standout at the, 
Paramount, “Main Street To 
Broadway” looms mild at the big 
Midland while “Inferno” switches 


Esquire to first-run with a 


bang “importance of Being 


Earnest” looks soék at the Vogue. | 


Prolonved heat wave continues | 


'h daily temperatures around | 
{i} 
+ . | 
_ Estimates for This Week 
Esavire (Fox Midwest) (820; 65- 
“Inferno” (20th) and “Woman 
( \lmost Lynched” (Rep). Re- 


‘reat $7,000, Will hold. Last week, | 

Ubsequent-runs. 

; Kimo Dickinson) (504: 65-85)— 
wt” (M-G) (12th wk). Happy $2,- 

; week, same. 

Mid'and (Toew's) (3,500: 50-75) 
Vain St. To Broadwav” (M-G) 


and“ \ffuirs Dobie Gillis” (M-G) 
lild S11900. Last week. “Story 3 


“ves” M-G!i and “One Girl’s Con- | 
esston”” (Col, $10,000. ' 
Missouri (RKO) (2.650: 50-75) 
~., uth Sea Woman” (WRB) and 
Mod rime for Flowers” (RKO). | 
pi erite $6000. last week. “Sec- 
Chance” (RKO* anda “Tarzan 
'he She-Devil” (RKO) (2d wk), 
0 at T5-“1 seale., 
Paramannt ‘Tri-States) (1.900: 
Houdini™ (Par). Fancy $9.- 
ind mav hold. Last week. 
Maze” (AA) at $1 top, same. 
ower, U»town, Fairway, Gran- 
ada Fox Midwest) (2.100; 2.043: 
1217: 50-755—"Citv of Bad 
“0'h! and “Male War Bride” 
reissue’, Light $12.000. Last 
k. “Francis Covers Big Town” 
> | “Giris in the Night” (U) 


ie 


100 


Vogue ‘Golden) (550: 65-85) — 


portance Being Farnest” (U). 8!-95)—‘Inferno” | 
of Jungle” i 


~~ With great crix appraisal. 
s get $2.500. and holdover. 
‘Lavendar Hill Mob” 


‘oe 


‘] Wk), on return date. $1,500. | $5,300 at 65-90c scale. 





y -Vaude Oke 
$18,000 in Wash. 


Newcomers are making 
main stem al- 


» the Oriental abandoned Ip" 
e policy a year aga. Looks wa 


> looms average 
’ is stout enough 


,»’ day-dating in two Lopert 


B way ‘Lively 196, 


Estimates for T 
Capitol (Loew's) ¢: 


“Ride Vaquero” 


| going strong at $7,000 after § 


Dupont (Lopert) 
“Moon Is Blue” ‘(U 


Keith’s (RKO) 
| “Second Chance” 
Neat $10,000 


Metropolitan (S 


“Band Wagon” 
Sock $20,000 i 
| strength after 
| Holds again. 


Big $8,000 after $7,500 last 1 week. 
| ‘*Master of Ballantrac”’ 
Feather River” 


Trans-Lux (T-L) 
Let's Do It Again” 





Paint’ Bright $10,000, 
Seattle; ‘Shane’ 956, 3d 


/ Stout $4,500. Last weck, “Tales of 
| Hoffmann” (UA), $3,500. 


Holdovers dominate the boxoffice 
scene this week here. 


shapes great in third stanza.“ 


| Hall while “Inferno” is rated drab | 
'roduces first-run_ voliey here, ; : 
Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse ‘Hamrick? 
Last w eek, $4,200. 
Coliseum paint UA) and 65- 


e White W ite = Doc tor’ 
i “Cow Country” 


Fifth Avenue (Evergreen! 
99-31.25)—"Shane” : 


Liberty (Hamrick) 


2d wk-6 davs). 


$1.25'—**Moon 


$11,200. 


90 wee 
“t Tower and Granada, fat Off 


). Drab $6,500. Last 


| ing With Crime” 


*” 


‘Inferno’ Brisk $11,000 


In Buff; ‘Vaquero’ 136 


Buffalo, Aug. 4. 

Biggest coin this session at first- 
runs is going to “Ride Vaquero” 
which looms trim at the Buffalo. 
Comparatively stronger, at the 
smaller Center, is “Inferno” with 
fancy takings. “Stalag 17° shapes 
|} bright on second week at Pava- 


mount. “Glory Brigade” and “Gun 
Belt” looms fair at the Century 
i but “5,000 Fingers of Dr. T” is 


drab at Lafayette 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew's) (3.000; 40-70 
“Ride Vaquero” (M-G) and “Guer- 


(illa Girl’ (M-G). Tidy $13.000 o1 


over Last week “Vice Squ id” 
\) and Marshall's Daughte1 
UA), $13,500 


Paramount (Pat 3 000 10-70 
Stalag 17° (Par) and Born To 
‘ Saddle Indie 2d wk Bright 


$12,000. Last week. $16.000 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70 “In 
ferno” (20th Fancy $11,000, Last 
week, “White Witch Doctor” (20th 
(2d wk), $7,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000: 40-70) 
—'5,000 Fingers” (Col) and “Mis- | 
sion Over Korea” (Col). Drab $7.- 
000. Last week, “Let's Do = It! 
Again” (Col) and “Valley of Head-! 
hunters” (Indie) (2d wk-4 days) 
$4,000 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000: 40 
70)\—"The Glory Brigade” (20th) 
and “Gun Belt” (UA). Fair $8,000 
Last week, “Second Chance” 
(RKO) and “Bride Comes To Yel- 
low Sky" (RKO) (2d wk), same. 


"St L.; Chance’ 14G 


St. Louis, Aug. 4 
With mercury hovering around 


| 100 degrees or better for a solid, 
| week, biz here has been lifted. The | 


upbeat was aided by lessening of 
outdoor competition. “Main St. to 


| Broadway” is big noise boxoftfice- 
Wise. “City of Bad Men" looms | 


good al the St. Louis Farnei 
Takes Wife" shapes fine in second 
Ambassador round. “Sea Around 
Us” looks good in two small houses 
Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-75) 
“Farmer Takes a Wife” (20th) 
and “Down Among the Palms” 


| (20th) (2d wk). Fine $12,500 follow- 


ing $19,000 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)—“South 
Sea Woman” (WB) and “Loose in 


|; London” “(AA). Opened — today 


(Tues.) Last week, “Second 

Chance” (RKO), solid $14,000. 
Loew's (Loew) (3,172: 50,75) 

“Main St. to Broadway” (M-G) and 


|} “Seandal at Scourie” (M-G). Fancy | 
| $19,000. Last week, “Ride, Vaquero” | 
(M-G) and “Fighter (UA), same. 


Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 90) | 
—‘‘Sea Around . (RKO). Fine | 


| (3d wk), $3,000. 
St. Louis (St. L.. Amus.) (4,000: 
75)—"City of Bad Men” (20th) and | i 


“Glory Brigade” (20th). Nice $13.- 
| 000. Last week. “Jamaica Run” 


(Par) and “Son Belle Starr’ (AA), 
$10.000. 

Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800: 
90\—"‘Sea Around Us" (RKO). | 


sn ‘Maze’ Boffo, $12,000 In 


L’ville: ‘Stiff’ Huge 186, | 
‘Desire’ Dandy at 66 


Louisville, Aug. 4. 
Temperatures in the 90's, which 
| have clung tenaciously to this city 
for a week or more, have failed to | 


|; put a crimp in grosses at down- | 
| town houses. “Scared Stiff" looks 


to beat mark set by last Martin- 
Lewis pic at Rialto However, | 
“Maze” at the Mary Anderson is} 
comparatively a bigger sock at that 
small-seater. “Dangerous When 
Wet” at the State is only okay, | 


| while “All I Desire” shapes solid 
) | at the Kentucky. 


Fsetimates for This Week 
Kentucky (Switow: (1.200; 50-75) 
—“‘All I Desire’ (U) and “Fast 
Companv” (M-G!. Big $6000. Last 


|week “Ahbott-Costello To Mars” 


Ui. $5,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1 200 
75-99 '—“*Maze”™ ‘AA. Smash $12.- 
000. Last week, “Charee Feather 


| River (WB) (3d wk), $6,000. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue’ (3.000: 


| 75-99'—“Scared Stiff’ (Par). Ter- 


rif $18.000 in sight. and mav hold 


| Last wrek. “Fair Wind Java” (Rep) 


jand “Lady Wants Mink” (Rep), 
| $14,000. 

State (Loew's) (3.000: 50-75)— 
“Daneerous When Wet” ()1-G) and 
— Corsica” (UA). Oke $9.- 
Last week, “Fort Ti” (Col 
po “Magnetic Monster” (UA), 


Mercury Drop Becets Beesdoes B.0.; 
Wife’ Nice $22,000; ‘Gun’ Okay $12,000, 
‘Wagon’ Rolls Wow Fourth Week 1556 








id extended-runs 


looks to land fine 


ithe initial week ; 


Sherwood orech onstage 


ind dollars below 


* band topping stage 
| Paramount with a good $58,000 
*(M-G) (2d wk) 
| its third session with smash $108 


continued nicely 


“Second Chance’ 


7” still is holding its 


pushing up to great $33,000 or bet 
ter than fourth week total 


) continued very 
with $108,000 o1 


fashion with $30,000 for the 


ion ended tast night 


session, being mild $11,000 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 7 
; " (Par) (6th wk) 
j} round ended last night (Tues.) still 
| $4, 000. Last week, “Juggler” (Col) | held os pace to hit around 


on to stay on here well " (M-G) (22d wk) 


lelimbed to hot 


ended —— 
; moderate $4,600 


noes) ope ns a two-week run here 


(Shubert) (723; $1.20-$2.40) " 
eefullus Caesar” (M-G) ‘oth wk) ‘Cinecrama ma ) (1,600; 


‘’s. is heading for $15,500 after 
solid $14,600 in 8th 

Capitol ‘Loew’'s) (4,820; 
— “Here To Eternity” 


Omaha Holding +9 Fine: 
‘Feather’ Terrif $9,000, 
ife’ 113, ‘Arena’ 4G 


bills at downtown spots 
this wee k and b.o. is shaping high, 
Big Orpheum 
bumper week in months, ‘ 


p<: 


—— after fair $15,000 in second 
 Cxttevton (Moss) (1,700; § 


wk). Second round ended last night | 

$18,000 afte: 

| sock $24,500 opener 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; § 
Fanfan-the Tulip” (Indie) (14th 

* 13th round ended Sunday 

(2) was oke $4.600 after $4,800 for 


r special preem 


Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKQO) (1,100: 7 


“Second Chance 


“Queen Is Crowned” 
a Column South” 
was good $8,500 after 


Pigeons today 


wk), $4,500 at 65-90c 
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PICTURE GROSSES iB | 





Det. Fast; ‘Shane’ Sockeroo $40,000, 
Blondes’ Wham 226, ‘Space’ 146, 2d. 








Detroit, Aug. 4 + 
Riz is smasheroo at first-runs _ 

week. “Shane” looks headed Key City Grosses 
‘or a great session at the Michi- tein 
can. “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” Estimated Total eater 
te ting preferred attention at This Week 336.900 
ed Artists where a terrific (Based O 21 cities, and 194 

. “ny - pt os theatres, cl first runs. d 
{ n sight. “Cinerama” con- cluding N.Y : 
{ kero at the Music Hall Total Gross Same Week 
ir 20th week. “Came from Last Year $2.570.600 
( Space” looks smash in sec- (Based on 25 cities. 4 214 
1d at the Palms. “Second| theatres.) 


setting a third chance | 





‘MOON’ MELLOW 116, 
PORT; ‘BAY’ GOOD 8¢ 


Portland. Ore., Aug. 4. 
Three hiked admission pix in 
own this session, and all lock 
pice “Moon Is_ Blue” shapes 
smooth at Mayfair. “Inferno” is 
only oKay at Paramount. “Shane” 


looms smash at Orpheum in second 
inning “Thunder Bay” 
good at Broadway, 


Estimates for This Week 


shapes } 





| 


| 
| 


| 


Broadway (Parke: 1.890: 65-90 
Thunder Bay” (1 and “Ladv] 
Wants Mink” (Rep Good $8,000 
for nea Last week, “Great Sioux 
Uprising” (\ and “Slight Case 
Larceny” (M-G), $7,600 
Guild (Parke) 400: $1 Lili 
M-G) (11th wk). Swell $2.000. I t 
V k S? 800 
1 iberty (Hamrick 1.875: 65-90 
—‘*Main St. To Broadway M-G 
and “Night Without Dav” (RKO 
Okay $7,500 Last weck, “Sout! 
Sea Woman” (WB) and “Blue Ga 
denia” (WB), $10,000 
Mayfair (Evergreen 1.500: 90- 
$1.25)\—*“‘Moon Is Blue” (UA). Loud 
$11,000 Last week, “Gun Belt” 
UA) and “Navajo”* (Lip), $2.900 
Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 90 
$1.25)—"Shane” (Par) (2d wk). Tall 
; $10,500. Last week, $16,000 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3.400 
75-$1.10)—"“Inferno”’ 20th) and 
“Cow Country” (AA). Oke $7,500 
Last week, “Charge Feather River” 


i (WB), 


$7,3 300 


“A&C Sturdy 126 


( is ae 
Fox. and doing okay. 
Estimates for This Week | 
Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-S1) | av un €rous 
_“Second Chance” (RKO) and 
netie Monster” (UA) (3d _ wk). 
Bit $17,000. Last week, $21,000. e ° 
Michigan | United Detroit) (4,000; in 1] ( ll 
97 — “Shane” (Par) = and 
ranean Every Thursday” (U). 
Great $40,000. Last week, “Sc ared , 3oston, Aug. 4 
Criff Par) and “Stars Singing” No big excitement here this 
(P; 38d wk), $16,000. stanza with newcomers failing to 
Palms (UD) (2,961; 95-$1.25)—| Make any great impression on the 
BP dei om Outer Space” (U) (28 | eeeee “Thunder Bay” at the 
reg 0. Last week, /- emorial Shapes as leader, with 
at ee “Main St. To Broadway” at Or-| 
de : pheum and State, only fair. “No 
ua (oP ol ane be 9 oy we at Paramount and Fen-| 
| sire ingore? (Cal) | Way, Shapes slow. “A & C Mont | 
Last week, 5,000 Fingers” (Col), Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde,” a new- 
$8,000 , comer, at the Boston, is slightly 
United Agios (UA) (1.938; 80-| better than previous weeks. 
$1.25) — “Gentlemen Prefer Estimates for This Week 
B ondes’ (20th). Terrific $22,000. Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 65-95)— 





Last week, “Kid from Left Field” | “5000 Fingers” (Col) (2d wk). Very 


Broadway Capitol (Korman) (3,- 


| 


| 


‘ ” ‘ | : 
(20th and ‘Monsoon (20th), | sad $2,000 for second week follow- 
$9,000 ling feeble $4,000 in first. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95) | Boston (RKO) (3,000; 50-90)—| 
— Main St. to Broadway” ‘(M-G)} “Abbott-Costello Meet Dr. Jekyll, | 
and “Affairs Dobie Gillis” (M-G).| Mr. Hyde” (U) and “Eyes of Jun- 
Sl $7,000. Last week, “Story 3/| gle” (Indie). Good $10,000. Last 
Loves” (M-G) (2d wk), $5,500. | week, “Halls Montezuma” (20th) 

land “Fixed Bayonets” (20th) (re- 
500: 70-95)—“Desert Rats” (20th) | issues) split week with “Woman in 

i “Last Posse” (Col) (2d wk).| Window” and “The Stranger” (In- 
Good $11,000. Last week. $18,500. | die) (reissues , 96,500. a 

Music Hall (Cinerama_ Prod.) “dean hi | reveal ar as ; ; 
1.236; $1.40-$2:80) — “Cinerama” | noiding oke $4.500 following good 
20th wk Socko $29.000. Last} $5.200 for x ty h Ss 
even eee | Fenway (NET) (1.373; 50-90 

a TD |‘“‘No Escape” (UA) and “Magnetic 
; , » |Monster” (UA). Slow $3,500. | 
F v Un F ‘ F h | week, “White Witch Doctor” (20th) 

02 S risco; eat er and “My Heart Goes Crazy” (In 
Ro icing SIR 600 BR’ “ , die), same 

CuUSIN > ) $ way Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 50-90) 

} t é ) t “Thunder Bay U) and “Trail 

0 14G M 11G 6th Blazers” (AA Fancy $18,000 o1 

’ oon ’ over. Last week, “Second Chance” 


Aug. 4. 


boosting 


San Francisco, 
Weeklong fo# here 


(RKO) and “Tarzan and She-Devil” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $12,000. 


1S 


biz at Market Street deluxers cur- Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 50 
rently Hacker by heavy TV and|90)—"Stalag 17” (Par) and “4- 
radio bally, “Charge at Feather| Sided Triangle’ (Indie) (2d wk) 


R a: is soaring to a smash total! Off to oke $14.500 following $25,- 





In Bright Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug 
Cool, damp Sunday is saving 
this session at first-runs with 
several houses reporting? the beet 
Sabbath in months. Holdover of 


“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” j 


topping town with solid takings at 
Stanley. “Melba” is rated only fair 
fat Boyd, while “Glorv Brigade” 
Shapes onlv okay at Fox 
“Abbott-Costello Meet Jekyll 
and Hvde” looms sturdy at Stan 
ton, being brightest newcomer 
though in a comnarnatively” «mall 
house While "Ride Vaaguero 
tarted out fast at Mastbaum. onl 
’ fai sh loom “Moulin 
Rou e cont ] ! ation till 
being very b In 20th week at 
Prans-Lux 
Estimates for This Week 
Arcadia (‘S&S 625: 85-$1.20 
“Young Bes (M-G) (Sth wk 
Trim $7,000. Last week, $9,500 
Boyd (SW 2360: 50-99)—"‘Mel] 
ba” (UA Fair $12.000. Last week 
“Houdini” (Par), $10,500 
Fox (20th) (2.250: 50-99 “Glory 


| 
| 


Blondes’ Brightens L.A. Lush 386; 
Bay’ $23,000, ‘Vaquero’ Light 136, 
Chance’ 236, 2d; ‘Moon’ 186, 5th 











———— + Los Angeles, Aug, 4 
Six new bills this frame are led 
Estimates Are Net by a boffo $38,000 or better for 
Film gross estimates as re- Gentlemen Pre Blondes \ 
ported herewith from the vari new record for the Chinese show- 
ous key cities. are net: i. e case seems [ike \ Other newcom- 
withant the o1 tae Thisteiin. ers are milde) altho igh $23,000 tor 
Pvigredi e eae roa Thunder Bay” in three compara- 
u “Chg: e on net take, when tively nall houses is rated okay 
l ercentage, hence the Kid From Left eld” is slow 
: = res are net 1 $20,000 in four theatres while 
COM Sioux Uprisine”’ in two spot 
Phe p nthetic 1dmission ipes modest 17.000. “Ride Va 
prices, | eve is indicated, quero” in two sites also looks mild 
In e the | S. amusement with $138,000 Light $8.000 is seen 
tax for “Sea Devils” in two locations 
Socko $27,500 seen for 14th 
ession of “Cinerama”™ at the Hol- 
4 9 lywood, “Moon Is Blue” in. fifth 
[ L f | week still is smart $18,000. “Staiag 
aze ‘ y + 17° is handsome $13,000 in third 
Beverly Hills round “Second 
Chance” is tine $23,000 in second 
trame in two sites 
rov:. ‘way Estimates for This Week 
Chinese (FWC: (2,048; $1-$1.80) 
Providence, Aug. 4 “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes’ 
3-D is still at the top of the list, | (20th). Boffo $38,000. Last week, 
ithe Maijectic leading the field cur- | ‘“Shane” (Par) (8th wk), $20,000 
rently with “The Maze.” Also start Palace, Kitz, Vogue (Metropoli- 
ing out well is Strand’s “Houdini,” | (an-FWC) (1,212; 1,370; 885; 70- 
| State is sluggish with “Main Street | $1.10)\—°Thunder Bay” (U), Okay 
|to Broadway.” RKO Albee looms | $23,000. Last week, Palace, Vogue, 
so-so. with “City That Never! “Houdini” (Par) and “Son Belle 
Sleeps.” : Starr” (AA), $17,800 , 
ae : ' , os Angele . m, Loy- 
Estimates for This Week 2 . * cor abi ete: tis aoe. 
Albee ae (2,200; 44 69) | 70-$1.10)——"Kids From Left Field” 
“City That Never Sleeps” (Rep) | (20th) and “Glory Brigade” (20th) 
ind “Spaceways (A \ 0-80 $6,- Slow $20.000. last week, “Farmer 
wale Last week, “Second Chance Takes Wife” (20th) and “Danger- 
TRERO and Prail Blazer RKO ou Cre ine’ (ot $°1 500 
$14,000 Downtown, Hawaii (SW-G&S) 
Maiestic (Fay) (2.200; 44-65) (1,757: 1.106; 70-$1.10)—"Ride Va- 
“The Maze” (AA) and “Roar of the ; quero” (M-G Mild $13,000. Toast 
Crowd” (AA), Hefty $12,000. Last) week, Downtown Wiltern. “City 
week, “White Witch Doctor” (20th |; Never Sleeps” (Rep) and “Sweet- 
and Monsoon’ 20th $10,000 hearts On Parac (Rep), $8,000; 
State ‘(Loew 3.200; 45-65 | Hawaii Loev State, “Dream 
Main St. to Broadw ay (M-G) and, Wife” (M-G) and “Brave Don't 
‘Affan of Dobie Gith MEG Cry” (Indie) (2d wk), $8600 
Mild $9000. Lust week Ride Loew's State, Egyptian (UATC) 
Vaquero (M-G and Problen »404; 1.538 70-$1.10 Great 
Girl Col), $12,000 ioux Uprising’ (1 ind “Twonky 
Strand (Silverman) (2.200: 44-6 UA) fed 0. Last week, 
Houdini Par). Opened heftil yp ae oF Ae story : 
Monday (3). Last week, “No Es- 10% MAG) and Sshest Ship 
cape UA?) and “Marshal's Dat 1 210 (I ' 
‘ ° | P 
Le? UA id $4. 000 Wiltern United Artists (Sw 
UAT( 14; 2,100; 70-$1.10) 
é f , wa 7) (RAO and Below 
FEATHER’ FANCY 176, | siinar crcor rient $8000. Last 
‘ Se eek, United Artists ont Jamaica 
INDPLS; ‘DESIRE? 9G is" |)" 94 02)'Vsnnaihea' 
’ Par) (2d wh ee Goo 
Indianapolis, Aug. 4 j Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2.752 
First-runs are perking here fair- | 2.812; 95-$1.50 pcond Chance” 
ly well thi stanza despite wilt-; (RKO) and “Ta d She-Devil” 
ing heat wave. “Charge At Fe ather (RKO) (2d wi Fine $23,000, Last 
River” is big at Indiana to lead) week, $: 65.300. 
ity. “All I Desire” at Circle i Beverly Hills (SW) (1,612; 80- 
trim but “Main St. to Broadway” | (Continued on page 18) 
at Loew's is only so-so. - . 


at the Paramount. “Inferno” | 000 for first. Brigade” (20th). Oke $15,000. Last 
Shapes okay at the Fox while Orpheum (Loew's) (3,000; 50-90) | week, “White Witch Doctoe” (20th) 

“Main Street To Broadway” is|—‘Main St. to Broadway” (M-G)| (2d wk), $16,000. 
rated fine at Warfield. “Second! and “Affairs Dobie Gillis” (M-G).| Goldman (Goldman) (1.200; 50-} 
Chance” looms fast on second | Tepid $15,000. Last week, “Ride | 99)—"Vice Squad” (UA) (3d wk). | 
Golden Gate week while “Sword | Vaquero!” (M-G) and “Flame Cal-| Fine $9,000. Last week, $15,000. 
and Rose” looks big in initial hold- | Cutta” (Col), ditto. | Mastbaum (SW) (4.360; 50-99)— | 
over round at St. Francis. “Strang-| Paramount (NET) (1,700; 50-90) | “Ride Vaquero” (M-G), — Fairish | 
er Wore A Gun” is headed for |—‘‘No Escape” (UA) and “Magnetic | $19,000. Last week, “Charge | 
trim takings at Orpheum. Monster” (UA). Slender $9,500. | Feather River” (WB) (2d wk), $14,- | 
Esti f Last week, “White Witch Doctor” , 000 
eas imates for This Week (20th) and “Heart Goes Crazy” (In- Midtown (Goldman) (1,000: 65- | 
enn -~, Gate (RKO) (2,850; 95-| gia) (2d wk), $10,000. |99)—“Main St to Broadway” 
o nd “T; nein ae PR tell » (RKO) State (Loew's) (3,500; 50-90)—)|‘(M-G). Fine $10,000 or near. Last 
(2d wk Fast $15 000 poy allay ps “Main St. to Broadway” (M-G) and week, “5,000 Fingers” (Cob, $7,- 
Week, $24.000 , ae 48°") © Affairs Dobie Gillis” (M-G), Slug- 000. me | 
cae ee : y - gish $8,000. Last week, “Ride | Randolph (Goldman) (2,500: 99- 
tndes ‘FWC) (4,651; 95-$1.25)—| Vaquero” (M-G) and “Flame Cal- | $1.30\—"Second Chance” (RKO) 
emo, (20th) and “Dangerous | cutta” (Col), $8,500. (2d wk). Off to $11,000. Last week, 

ing” (20th). Oke $14,000 or'| big $24,000 





tn Ast week, “White Witch Doc- | 
coth) | and aoe Belle Star” 
2d wk), $10.0 


Warfield (Loew's) p 656: 65-95)— 


| ‘Houdini’ Sock $12,000, 
Denver; ‘Witch’ Big 20G 


(AA 


“Main St. To B ; Denver, Aug. 4 
Fine $14.000. pig OTRide “Witch Doctor” is running up 
Vaquero” (M-G) (2d wk), $10,000. | the biggest total gross, showing in 
— Paramount. (Par) (2,646: 95-$1.25) | por pars bis i. Pa is oan 
Sn ash $98 Feather River * (WB). | Actual standout is “Houdini,” with 
8,000. Last week, “Shane ham. It holds 
{Pa 4th wk), $15,000. sock total at Denham. olds. 
St. F Moon Is Blue” is set to stay a 
H& rancis (Par) (1,400; 74-$1)— | fourth after fine third Aladdin 
Bie ent tnd Rose” (RKO) (24 wk’. | week. 
8,000. Last week, $15,000, | Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.448: 65-| Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 50-85)— 
~‘Stranger Wore A Gun" | “Moon Is Blue” (UA) (3d wk’, Lofty 
Trim $14,000. Last week, | $8,000. Holds again. Last week, 
I Desire” (U) and “Crash of , $10,000. . 
e' (U), $8,500. | Broadway (Wolfberg) (1.200, 90- 
¢, United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; | 85)—"Story 3 Loves” (M-G) (2d 


wk). Fair $6,500. Las 


Stanley ‘SW) 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” 


(2d wk). Solid $24,000. Last 


(2,900: 
(20th) 


| $36,000. 


Stanton (SW) (1.473: 50-99)— 
“Abbott-Costello Meet Dr. Jekyll, 
Mr. Hyde” (U) and “Column 
South” (U) Sturdy $12,000 or 
close. Last week, “49th Man” (Col) 
jand “Flame Calcutta” (Col), $8- 
000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.50 
—‘‘Moulin Rouge” (UA) (20th wk) 

ast week, $8. 000 


t week, $9,000 


Fat $7,000 La 


Stout sli, lt, Vaquero Fast 11G joe ee carinii 


90-$1.25)— | 


week, | 


| 


Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800 


New Pix NSG in Mpls; 


50 


76)—"All I Desire” (U) and “Take ‘ ’ (fs 9 
Me To Town" (U), Neat $9,000 § | W 166 C 
Last week, “Kid from Left Field”! ta as i ‘ "4 
(20th) and “Glory Brigade” (20th ¢ d 7.500 8 36 
$8,000 00 $ UU, D Way 
Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 65-95) Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 
“Charge Feather River” (WB With holdover including such 
Solid $17,090. Last week, “Shane” | strong performers as “Shane” and 
(Par) (2d wk), $12,000 Secona Chance,” quartet of new- 
Keith’s (C-D) (1,300; 50-76 comers are finding plenty of tough 
“Trader Horn” (M-G) and | Opposition and, with a single ex- 
“Sequoia (M-G (reissues) Slow ception, not m iking their presence 
|} $3,500. Last week, subsequent-run. too strongly felt. 7 he lone sock 
Loew's (Loew's) (2,427; 50-76 mtd ae? Al J sag 4 * Radio 
“Main St. to Broadway” (M-G) and City ; City OF. Bad Py ah MP 
“Affair Dobie Gillis” (M-G). So-so seen | a a H ncnegead Aha nega 
$8,000. Last week, “Pickup on! °°? Phe oS ea ee ae 
South St.” (20th) and “Flame Cal- . Estimates for This Week a7 
cutta” (Col), $10,000 See at) Shee ee 
, Main Sf to Broadway (M-G), 
Lyric (C-D) (1,600; 50-76 Slow $3,000. Last week, “White 
“Law and Order” (U) and “Cairo! witeh Poctor’ (20th) (2d wk 
Road” ‘(Indie Good $6,000. Last ¢3 599 : 
week ‘ Vanqui hed" (Par) and Gopher (Rerger) (1.025: 65-85\~ 
“Rebel City” (AA), $4,000 Houdini” (Par) (2d wk). Nice $4,- 
nec 500 Last week, $7,000 
Lyric (Par) (1.990 65-85)— 
Shane’ (Par) (mo). Here after 
Cincy Torrid, B.0. Ditto; ‘Stalag shite a na Here ati 
} Heftv S7.000 | t weehk Le 
Do It Again’ (Ce VQ) G4 500 


4.000: 65 


‘Moon Is Blue” (UA) 24 ped I 0) pl { 
Kk. Se ck $11,0¢ st week Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 50-85 
s ) 11,000. Last week, “Houdini (Par Sock $12,000 hane ik 17 900 
, ‘ ’ D> : . ‘ r ’ 4 4 rt ‘ y¢ f 
~‘agedoor (A-R) (37 te Holding. Last week, “Shane (Pa! Cincinnati, Aug Murde hout Te (AA RKO-Oroheum O Rl) 
ns Chrtation” pg mcm (4th wk), $9.000 er Refugees from heat wave are  Faverabie $7 100, Last week. “Jug- | 85 5.000 Fis Col), Bad $4 
Oo) (9 a ; ‘rsen | Denver (Fox 2.525; 50-85'—' he} to pile up better-than-par gt Col) and “Flame of Calcut- 500.) WLast Prat ( 
24th wk) : ve : aia : neiping ») pluie up D I-pa >| i , Re 
$2.800, k), Big $3,000, Last | White Witch Dor a as a downtown trade in this midsum- (Col), $6,500 B Tow! >t J. a 
“Bandi ica” (UA), Lively) mer stanza. “Stalag 17” is current 2K 1.400: 75-8 RKO-Pan (KKO) (1600: 76-8 
Clay ; ; Bandits Corsica’ Ao mer stanza. “Stalag 17” is curren Grand (RKO 1400: 75-81 ny ya P 
Rose sa? (400; $1 — “Seven $16,000. Last week Viaze AA top grosser, shaping strong at AI- & ine” (Par) (m.o Vow $11.000 “Second ( ‘ RKO bd ' 
. Last ~ . pe Solid $2,- and “Clipped Wings (AA), $12,000 bee. Palace appears fast with Last week “Second Chance” Has done it quite proud a bo 
Larki week, $3.0 | Esquire’ (Fox) 742; 90-6 ’— | “Ride Vaquero.” “Main St. to (RKO) (m.o.), $9,909 office Stilt 6.0 , 
‘ 5] ~od {Rosener) a 65- 85 mn | “White Witch Doctor (20th and Broadw ay” at the Capitol is pass- Keith's (Sho 1 500 55.85 \— week S500 Bi 
( $3 na To Moscow” (indie), | “Bandits Corsica’ (UA). Trim $4>| able. Grand looms hefty with “Kid From Left Field” (20th). Oke ,.-5tate, (Pat 00; 65-85 — 
{ 3 100, L ast week, “Impor- 000 or close Last ¥ eek ; Maze moveover round of “Shane.” $5 500 aed get ; 411 1 Desire” C its of Pad vi] (PON ( rod 
$2 seing Earnest” (U) (reissue). (AA) and “Clipped Wings (AA | Estimates for This Week ‘UD ¢35 000 , a er $7 5009 Last | week as harge 
. $3,000. volft 250! Albee (RKO) (3,100; 75-$1)— Pp la RKO (2 600 gs Feather R (WR 2d wk’, 
yoanue (SF. ) North Drive-In (Woliberg) (400 “Stalag 17” (Par). Strong $17,500. atace | 2) (2,600; 99-8 = | $5500 at 80-5 - 
§ po. Theatres) (377; $1- as)—"C f Bad Men” (20th) | pact 8 -k. “Shane” (Par). $21,000, | “Ride Vaquero M-G). Nice $11.- World (Mann) (400: 55-$1.20)\— 
a orbidden Games” (in- | ¢4°S: ity o ast week, “Shane ar), $2 ' ay co >t | A > 2 
3d wk), Fine $3,700. Last, and “Male War Bride” (20th) (r€-| Capitol (RKO) (2,000; | 55-85. — | 000. | Last week, “Farmer Takes “Ljli? (MG) (2d wk». Big $5,500 
we e s = ‘ . ; > mii j ‘ sale & 
; $3,800 ' (Continued on page 18) i“Main St. to Broadway” (M-G) and! Wile” (20th), ditto. Last week, $6,500. 
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GIVE THIS LITTLE 
GIRL A GREAT 
BIG HAND! 


Says M. A. Lightman, Pres. of 
Malco Theatres, Memphis, Tenn.: 


“Even though my competitor will have the privilege 
of showing ‘Lili’ I want to tell the world how won- 
derful it is. It will bring joy and happiness to all. 
It is my pride to be identified with an industry that 
can give the public such a beautiful, tender 
glorious picture.” 





Says Fred J. Schwartz, Pres. of 
Century Circuit, Inc., N. Y. 


“It may be months before we get ‘Lili,’ owing to 
its continued long run on Broadway. We will give 
it a big promotion campaign because from the ex- 
perience of other theatres it pays off. This industry 
needs pictures with such wonderful qualities. It is 
a credit to our business and I urge every fellow 
showman to book it and promote it.” 


LONG-RUN CLILI”! 


22nd Week in New York 
lith Week in Kansas City 
10th Week in Portland 
7th Week in Chicago 
5th Week in Buffalo 
4th Week in Houston 
3rd Week in Cincinnati, 
Seattle and Oakland 
15 Weeks in Los Angeles 
7 Weeks in Philadelphia 
5 Weeks in Washington, D.C. 
4 Weeks in Boston, Frisco 











— 


12 TIPS 
“i TO MA 
EY O MAKE 


—sT” oe ” 
IN LILI” A 


Se DILLY! 


1. Tie-in with a favorite local enterprise, Boys’ 
club, local charity or other popular movement to 
sponsor a showing the night before regular open- 
ing. Local newspaper or prominent radio or TV 
personality is helpful to hypo the tie-up. This 
creates long-range publicity. 


2. The caricature ads (similar to drawings on 
this spread) have proved successful. They are 
available in supplement to pressbook. Start teaser 
ads at least ten days in advance. 


3. Follow same designs on house front displays 
as on ads. 


4. The trailer is a great selling medium. Run it 
two weeks in advance. 


5. Try to “circus up” theatre opening night, if 
possible with small portable carousel or other 
rides. Balloons imprinted with ‘LILI’ are avail- 
able for use in quantity in lobby, tied to marquee, 
etc. See pressbook. 


6. Do an advance “tzaser” posting campaign. 
One-sheets, black and white, with copy: ‘‘LILI’ 
is coming to (imprint theatre name)” or ‘‘Keep 
your eye on ‘LILI’ ’’—are very effective. They are , 
available at National Screen Service. 


7. TV has proven most effective in selling 
“LILI. It lends itself to this medium; copy 
should be simple, heart-warming type. TV slide 
is — Where there is no TV, radio will do 
as well. 


8. Very effective photographic blow-ups of 
Leslie Caron as “LILI” are available in various 
sizes. Use them for window displays, in theatre 
lobby, etc. See pressbook. 


9. Get the younger folks interested by planting 
the coloring contest as illustrated in the 
pressbook. 


10. Go after your music shops and disc jockeys 
with the catchy tune, “‘Hi-Lili-Hi-Lo’’. Available 
on M-G-M records. 

11. ‘Take advantage of the many tie-up stills 
illustrated in pressbook. Also for lobby display, 
11 x 14 full-color scene stills available through 
National Screen Service. 

12. Give “LILI” the send-off it merits. As the 
manager, put your personal guarantee on this 
attraction. You won’t go wrong and your patrons 
will thank you for urging them to see it. 


* 


M-G-M presents in Color by Technicolor “LILI” starring 
Leslie Caron + Mel Ferrer - Jean Pierre Aumont + with 
Zsa Zsa Gabor + Kurt Kasznar + Screen Play by Helen 
Deutsch + Based On a Story by Paul Gallico - Directed 
by Charles Walters - Produced by Edwin H. Knopf 
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West Germany Crowded With Yank 
Film Producers: Low Costs Factor 


Berlin, July 28. + 


Quite a lot of Hollywoodites, in- | 
cluding seriptgirls, producers, di- 
yectors and stars have settled down 
here in Germany. This area, it’s 
¢rne. has often been a busy place 
for Hollywood outfits before. But | 
today it teems with U. S. pic ac-| 
tivity. 20th-Fox made “Decision | 
Before Dawn” and “Man on Tight- | 
Metro did “And Devil } 


here. 
Niakes Three” and others. But! 
yared with one or two years | 
this spot is a hotspot for Hol- | 
people. King Bros., now 
leting “Carnival,” has no less | 


eight other pix on its lineup. 
Syvros Skouras talked with Ger- 
n outfits and would make a film, 
‘Cannibals,’ here. Gregory Peck 
| Gloria Grahame are to star in 
one. Miss Grahame is a fa- 
I ar 
appeared in “Tightrope.” 
Princess Pictures is also doing 
pix here. “Checkmate” was 
pleted here, and Burt Balaban, 
of production, may jump on 
{ r¥Y wagon. Errol Flynn, cur- 
rently busy in Switzerland, plans 
ic make a high-budget film in Mun- 
i And there is talk that Clark 
Cable and Stewart Granger may do 
pictures in Germany. 
local trade unions do not seem 


to have a grudge against this sort 
of invasion as long as the Yanks 
provide the payrolls. After all, 


this results in fewer jobless actors 
and technicians among the Ger- 
mans, of whom there are many. 
Moreover, many of them have a 
to do a dubbing job since 
all the U. S. outfits simultaneously 


{ ince 


nchronize their pix into German. | 


But they often resent foreign stars 

t xs hired by domestic outfits. 
Low costs for all sorts of film 

} duction seem to justify the ar- 
nent that Germany is a good 


and technicians are available 


Ee 


| its policy of no longer 





Cifesa Readying New 


Madrid, July 28. 


Vincente Casanova, prexy of 


| Cifesa, just back from Switzerland, | 


has gone to Rome to close a deal | 
for a coproduction with Lux. He 
declared that Cifesa will continue 
producing 
in Spain, but buying the distribu- 
tion rights ef pix produced by 
lother companies and independent 
producers 

For the 1953-54 season, Cifesa 
already has the distribution rights 
of 22 Spanish films which will be 
handled by Rome Lux Films in 
Italy. Conversely, Cifesa will dis- 
tribute all Lux Films productions 


} in Spain. 
face around here since she | 





Yank Pix Still 
Lead in Italy 


Rome, July 28. 

Yank product leads in the Italo! 
market at the two-third mark of | 
current 1952-53 pic season, with 
four months to go for the final | 
tabulation. On an average-per-pic 
basis, the U.S. placed 13 pix in the 
top 20 best films for the eight- 
month period starting Sept. 1 last 
year, with Italy placing six films 
and France one in the top roster. 

“Limelight” (UA) is far out in 
front with a comfortable lead over 
second-place “Greatest Show On 


| by “Ivanhoe” (M-G) and 

Tempe” (Italian-RKO). 
Another Italo-made, ‘“‘Canzoni di 

43 Secolo” (Minerva) precedes Re- 


“ 





relatively little coin when tak- 
i into consideration the German 
equivalent for $1. 
studio facilities. 


k 
place for U. S. outfits. Actors, ex- 
? 
i 
| 


Same applies to | 
Another plus is 


at Hollywood producers can use | 


marks on their films. 


419% PAY HIKES 
FOR MEX PIC PLAYERS 


Mexico City, July 28. 





Pic players get 10%%-15° pay | 


likes in a pact their union, the 
Picture Production Workers, made 
With the Mexican Pie Producers 
Assn. Haises are of the previous 
minimum stipends, and apply to 
players engaged on a per-produc- 
tion basis. That works out at 10° 
more for stars, whose minimum is 


now $1,260, and first supports, 
$890. And $635 for second sup- 
ports, whose upping is 12°. Bit 
players drew a 15% boost. 


The union didn’t ask for in- 
creases in other economic benefits 
for players and the association 
didn't volunteer any. 





New Christie Legiter 
Looks Okay for London 


London, Aug. 4. 
(he sole legit entry of the past 
eeK was “Carrington, V.C.,” new 
Play by Dorothy and Campbell 
Christie, which bowed at the West- 
hiunster Theatre last Tuesday (28) 
ider the auspices of the London 
‘iask Theatre, Entire action is con- 
cerned with a military cofirt mar- 
tial and the adroit treatment by the 
authors, together with sensitive 
tvayals, makes this a fairly sade 


t 
n 


Press was nearly unanimous in 

commendation strengthening 
eS for one of most healthy runs 
‘1 months, Should stand a chance 
on Broadway. 





Guy’s British Tour 
Glasgow, Aug. 4. 
, “uy Mitchell, following his Lon- 
1 Palladium stint, teed off on a 
vaude tour of British provin- 
cities at the Empire Theatre | 


mt 


here jast night (Mon.). He fol- 
E » with dates at the Hippodrome, 
~'™Mingham (10); the Palace, Man- 
ter (17): and the Empire, 
A erpool (24), 

Sobby Howell, English maestro. 
: onducting for Mitchell on hi 


e tour. 


public’s “The Quiet Man,” latter in 
seventh position, followed by 

“Toto in Color” (Italian). 

Other high-ranking pix are 
“Trinidad” (Col), 
Paris” (M-G). “Snows of Kiliman- 
jaro” (20th), “World In His Arms” 
(U), “Searamouche” (M-G) “Toto 
And the Women” (Italo), “Tenente 
|Giorgio” (Ital.), “Five Fingers” 
(French), last named in 20th place. 


O’Brien Raps Govt. For 
Failing to Give Tax 
Relief to Brit. Films 


London, Aug. 4. 

Taking a further backswipe at 
the government for its failure to 
give the industry admission tax re- 
lief, Tom O’Brien, M.P., speaking 
as a stockholder, said at last week’s 
meeting of the Associated British 
Picture Corp. that it was “‘shame- 
i; ful and scandalous” to drain the 
industry of nearly $112,000,000 
every year. 

Supporting criticism of the 
admission tax made by Sir Philip 
Waiter in his annual review to 
stockholders, 
that they had tried with successive 
governments to point out that the | 
film industry was not a milchcow | 
and was no longer an Eldorado of 
wealth. It was up against very seri- 
ous and difficult problems, so diffi- 
cult that the entire future of the 
industry was in the balance, especi- 
ally since it was threatened with 
competition from TV and _ the 
possibility of sponsored TV. It was 
also threatened by changes in the 
form of production and exhibition. 

Appealing to the government to 
give the industry a chance to put 
its affairs in order, O'Brien de- 
clared that if they possessed such 
a thing as a conscience he hoped 
that the present Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, or 
lors who may follow him, 
give them a chance to run their 
business in a proper way. 

He hoped that when they met 
again next 
necessary to apply the strictures to 
the government in regard to the 
, entertainment tax. Also that in 
|the next budget they “would have 
| done the right thing in the proper 
| way by this industry.” 

In a supplementary statement to 
his circulated report, the ABPC 








chairman said the indications were 
that the group's business was be- 
|ing maintained on a basis compar- 
able with the corresponding period 
jlast year. 


Italian Co-Production | 


Earth” (Par). After that the field | 
tightens, with “Quo Vadis” (M-G) 
{in No. 3 position, closely followed 


“Altri | 


“American In| 


O’Brien emphasized | 


any other chancel-' 
would | 


vear it would not be} 


London, Aug 

Emlyn Williams directing _ 
starring in own play, 
Waiting.” with Adrienne 
, playing chief femme role and 
| Gabrielle Brune in upport. Show, 
presented by H. M. Tennent, goes 
into rehearsals Aug. 17, and opens 
provincial tour at Liverpool, Sept 
14. prior to West End 

Prudence Hyman, understudy to 
|Mary Burr in the Susan role in 
| Jack Hylton’s “Paint Your Wagon,’ 
at Her Majesty's Theatre takes 
over the role, as -_ Burr is re- 
Americ 





‘turning to 


j 
' 


Ttalo Musicals 
Upbeat in 53- 54 


Rome, July 28 

While Italo legit’s plans for the 
coming season still appear 
tain, with last season’s downbeat 
trend proving a cautioner and de- 
terrent to further financing in that 
sector of local stage activity, the 
picture in fhe musical field appears 
much brighter, and several big 
shows are being prepped for the 
yearly swing through Italy. Biggest 
wo" of the year is the merging of 





two “large-scale companies, Wanda 


Osiris and Macario,; into a high- 


budget single. After many years 
|apart, Macario and singer Wanda 
| Osiris, both top faves locally, will 


| be brought together once more for 

show titled “Made in Italy,” 
ni Remigio Paone is producing 
j It opens the season at Milan's 
| Nuovo Theatre Sept. 1, running on 
a locally very high daily budget of 
| $1, 300, with $800 of this going to 
\thespers. Initial staging cost is 
| estimated at $75,000 
| Renato Rascel will open his new 
| show, “Alvaro Piuttosto Corsaro,” 
|}in Rome, 
iture the 


and once again will fea- 


Peters Sisters. Tina De- 


Mola will costar. Comedians Billi 
| and Riva will costar with Lucy 
D’ Albert and Gilda Marino in “Cac- 


another early season 
Debut for a yet untitled 
Elena Giusti and 
been set at 
while Wal- 


| cia al Tesoro,” 
| opener 
| musical starring 
| Ugo Tognazzi has 
| Milan’s Lirico Theatre, 
ter Chiari will probably 
last year’s group and stage an in- 
time review in Rome, at the Teatro 
dei Satiri 

With other groups still in the 
tentative stage, big news in Anna 
Magnani's re-entry into the musical 
| field Star has been huddling with 
producers and potential co-werkers 
ever since her return from her U.S 
junket, and definite dates and other 
details should be announced 
shortly. 





‘Glamor’ Femmes In 
Salzburg Complicate 
Big Music Festival 


By JOSEF ISRAELS 2d 
Salzburg, July 28 

Two of the score or more of, 
European music festivals preemed | 
this week in Austria, at Bregenz 
'on the Swiss border and at Salz- 
'burg. <A few days before, the 
longhair sessions of the Wagner 
Festival at Bayreuth in Bavaria 
got under way. U. S. talent as 
iwell as European names. well 
‘known in American opera houses 
land concert halls are prominent 
in all this year's billing. 

The Von Suppe’'s “Boccaccio” op- 
eretta Opened at the Bregenz Fes- 
tival. This is a big. colorful show 
in the Mike Todd-Jones Beach 
“Night in Venice” tradition staged | 
on a floating stage at the edge of 
| Lake Constance, and ending up| 
with a fireworks display on the 
moonlit lake. Bregenz biz is re- 
ported fair to good in the first 
week. This festival draws mostly 
from Switzerland and neighboring 
European countries, not having the 
overseas appeal of the more widely- 
known Salzburg clambake. 

Salzburg, as in every year since 
| war's end, is having ‘roubles, being 
a major U. S. Army headquarters 
and a bigtime tourist city at the 
|same time. The town’s normal 
300,000 population is badly swol- 
len by the military, their families 
and camp followers. The latter 
classification, including 
|““talent” from far and wide, adds 
severely to the town’s housing 

(Continued on page 15) 
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“Someone | 
Allen | 


uncer | 


splinter his | 


feminine | 





Olivier-Leigh yew 
To Scotland in Fall 


Glasgow, July 28 


T fal] Scot legit season will 
be hyvpoed by visit to both Glasgow 
and Edinburgh of Sir Laurence 
Olivic and Vivien Leigh in “The 
Sleeping Prince ne comedy by) 
ie ! Rat 

Play i its world preem 
at the Opera tlouse Manchester, 
Au 31 It will be seen at Glas 
gow, Edinburgh and Neweastle on 
tryout tour prior to London, Vivien 
Leigh (Lady Olivier) is now recov- 
ered from her recent breakdown in 
health 


Arg. Scripters 
Ask “age Plan 


Buenos Aires, July 28 
Argentine seript writers and 
playwrights are agitating once 
more to get payment Via a pel 
centage of picture grosses instead 


of by fixed fees agreed on with 
producers before a film is made 
To this end a delegation of Argen 


| tores writers interviewed President 
Peron last week, petitioning his 
support for the scheme. They sug 
gested that it would work out simi 
larly to the small-fixed percentage 
allowed them by law on all legit 
productions. They also enlisted Pe- 
ron’s support to abolish the munic 
ipal taxes on legit stock companies 
on provincial tours, which are ap 
plied arbitrarily in each case by 
the civic fathers of each town 
The writers also asked the gov 
ernment to grant them a city plot 
of land on which to build a theatre 
They find that the small audi 
torrum housed in their fine Casa 
del Teatro building on Avenida 
Santa Fe is too remote from the 


city's Broadway, the Avenida Co 
riente for successful results on 
any benefit they may organize, A 
is his custom President Peron 


promised to give his 
these requests 

Film producer Luis Cesar Ama 
dori was a member of th dele 
gation, in his capacity of screen 
writer, together with Alberto Vil 
laba Wells, Maximo Aguirre and 
Eifel Celesia. 

It is something of a questian as 
to whether the bulk of native films 
produced gross enough to allow the 
authors a remunerative percentage 
However, payment on this basis 
might stimulate the writers to turn 
out better screen stories, and there 
is plenty of scope for improvement 
on this weakest aspect of local film 
production, 


upport to 





‘Rope, ‘Streetcar,’ ‘Front’ 
Kept From Italian Dates 
By Censorship Troubles 


Rome, July 28 

Among the films blocked by 
Italian censorship difficulties, a 
recent listing reveals, are “Street- 
| car Named Desire” (WB: and “The | 
| Rope” (WB), both deemed unfit for 
showing in their entirety although 
“Streetcar” copped two top prizes 
at the 1951 government-subsidized 
' film festival at Venice. A_ third 
| stymied U.§ picture is “All Quiet 
|On Western Front” (U), which ha 
been awaiting bookings for several 
years 
| Several Soviet pix and one Hun- 
garian production, “A Palm of 
Earth,” have received the censor 
nix. Among the French film 
turned down for Italian showing 
are “La pected " “Clochemerle 
“Dedee D'Anvers,” “ Rg ye and 
“Le Diable Au Coen ” Last two 
under a vague directive covering 
original language versions, may in 
certain exceptional cases be seen 
by Italian audiences provided only 
the lingual copy is shown. 

Cases of “in toto” censorship of 
Italian productions are almost non- 
existent, but partial shearing is 
widespread, as most producers sub- 
mit their projects for unofficial 
“screening” before launching into 
production Numerous potential 
pix have been nixed in this man- 
j ner in recent times, 





London Legit Bits Indie British Exhibs Protest Ys. 
Carrying Eady Burden indefinitely 


London, Aug 

Three of the four trade associa- 
tions concerned agree that the new 
Eadyv-Plan must be tuned to yield 
at least $8,400,000 as a subsidy for 
British production. The lone dis- 
senting voice comes from the ex- 
hibitors who are still seeking an 
inswer to their query: where 1s 
the money coming from’ An all- 
dav session last week failed toa 
oOpposin viewpoints. The 
talks now stand adjourned until 
mid-September to enable the ex- 
hibitor delegation to consult their 
colleagues at the next meetiry of 
their executive committee, 


reconcile 


The two production associations, 
representing feature and_ shorts 
producers, found an ally in the 
distribs who agreed that the fund 
should be based on a minimum in- 
come of 3,000,000 pounds. Any- 
thing less than this figure, it was 
felt, would not sustain the produc- 
tion industry and allow it to oper 
ite without the constant fear of 
in the red 

The British Film Preducers 
Assn. and the Assn. of Specialized 
Film Producers have, however, 
fallen out on another question, 
rhe ASFP is insisting that spon- 
sored films, commissioned by in- 
dustrial and advertising interests, 
should be eligible for their 
of Eady coin, But the BFPA 
the opposite view and argues that 
only films made specifically for 
theatrical distribution should be 
entitled to draw on the fund iti- 
ome 

Although the government has 
set no time limit on the negotia- 
tions for a voluntary pact, it will 
want to see signs of an impending 
agreement before it withdraws the 
threat to introduce legislation to 
put the Eady scheme on a statu- 
tory level, The main fumbling 
block towards the agreement is the 
attitude of the independent exhibs 
who protest they) cannot accept 
this burden indefinitely while the 
Chaneciior of the Exchequer re- 
jects their pleas for tax concession, 
Opposition to keeping the Eady 
les at its present level i 
it throughout the coun! 


KEATON STARTS ITALO 
TREK IN MILAN KEVUE 


Rome, July 28 

Keaton has arrived in 
Italy for a series of dates around 
the country. Initial booking ts with 
a summer revue at’ Milan's Man- 
zoni. Theatre, into which the 
comic’s routines were inserted as 
a feature attraction 

Among other names booked for 
Italo tours are Roland Petit, with 
his ballet troupe, opening here 
Oct. 7 and in Milan Oct, 28. and 
Maurice Chevalier, Milan, Oct. 26- 
, 27 Yina Sumac, who had to cancel 


being 


hare 
holds 


mounl- 


suster 


a previous Italian tour Jast Janu- 
ary, is now set to open in Milan 
Nov. 3 and here Nov. 9 

Yves Montand and Edith Piaf 
are tentatively skedded for Janu- 
ary appearances Jean Marais 
will bring Cocteau “La Machine 
Infernale”’ to Milan” thi winter, 
Fdwige Feuillere is booked into 


Milan next April 


Mex Clamping Down on Pix 
Permits; Fear U.S. Inroads 


Mexico City, July 28 
Alarm of Mexican film men 
about imports, largely from. the 
i U. S.. making domestie films too 
much on the adverse side of a top 
heavy pic exhibition situation, ob- 
liged the halting this month of 
screening permits for several alien 

product including American 
This was revealed by Jose Lelo de 


Larrea, chairman of the National 
Cinematozraphic Zoard He an- 
nounced that during May, 84 im- 
perted pix—59 from Hollywood—- 
7Oot exhibition. but only 13 Me can 
products then hit the screens 
“We don't intend to inoltave 
foreign pictures, but merely to ad- 
just our market with foreign 
ones,” de Larrea explained. “There 
is a field in Mexico for foreign 
films Therefore, we are continue 
ing to allow their importation in 
accordance with the necessities of 
our industry 3ut it must be 
brought to attention that in some 
recent months Mexican pictures 


only got 24 
to 64° for 
412% 


exhibition compared 
American films and 
for other imported products,” 
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Bankrupt, Shuttered Studios Resume 


Buenos Aires, July 28. 
From preoccupation with co- 
eoduction plans, local film indus- 
Prites are now focusing their 
' on plans to produce tinters 


+ 





For Better’ for Aussies 


ae Sydney, July 28. 
Williamson management has set 





| Arg. Pix Production Perks: 3-D Mulled: 





British Empire to Handle 
AA Product in Aussie 


Sydney, July 28. 

Reported here that distribution 
of Allied Artists and Monogram 
produuct Down Under will be han- 
dled by British Empire Films, dis- 
tribution setup headed by Norman 
B. Rydge. William Osborne, AA 
Far East rep, has been in this ter- 
ritory for a span lining up a deal. 
Insiders think that BEF will go 
back to handling AA and Mono pix 
in this territory 

Independent distributor Jerry 
Taylor has been handling dated 
AA pix on a prior takeover from 
BEF with latter’s contract expiry 
No new AA films have been shown 
here for a long span. At present 
there is a major shortage of sup- 


| porting pix to maintain the Aussie 


| policy of dual bills in most 


in the Commons indicated the gov- | 


ar i-dimensional pictures 0n a/ the British comedy, “For Better, 
. invented by an Argentine | for Worse,” for Aussie debut here 
‘ and how to capitalize; Aug. 7 at the Royal. Cast will be | 
on the assets of the _ bankrupt headed by Aussie-born star Shir- 
5 for the industry’s general | ley Smith and Britisher Henry Mc- 
g -e } Gee. : 
T irrival of a plentiful supply | John Casson will produce this 
stock, including Italian; Arthur Watkyn opus 
| icolor, has gpa atten- | ee ss 
‘ the desirability of making | US N k ( 
t to meet a demand which | Ve. etwor overage 
" wn with each American . 
co lease. Camera expert Hum- Of Coronation Blasted 
berto Peruzzi has been go off 
o | to cram up on Ferrania- | H fC 
technique at the Cinecitta N MOUSE 0 ommons 
stud in Rome and Milan. It is London, July 28. 
hoped to make the first tinted | The handling of the Coronation 
op of “La Quintrala,” which | by some of the U. S. networks 
H del Carril is to film par- | continues to receive Parliamentary 
t n Chile and partly in the | attention. Before the House re- 
R d San Miguel studios,| cessed for the summer vacation 
\ e has leased specially. The last week, more questions on the 
S iustrial Bank has supplied | Subject were put to the govern- 
the eater part of the capital for | ment from the Opposition front 
this picture, adapted from a} bench. . 
( novelist’s book, intended Earlier, a ministerial statement 
a 


b following signing of a spe- 
cial treaty recently between Pres- 
ide! Peron and Ibanez. 

, young local engineer, Julio 
Ingenieros, has patented his own 
8-D camera process, and is dicker- 


ing with local producers for its use | 


in production and distribution. Un- 
dev his system the illusion of 3-D 
is obtained by attaching an opti- 
cal device to cameras and projec- 
tors. The inventor is still unable 
to estimate the cost of its manu- 
facture 
oid lenses will be necessary for 
viewing purposes. This is a big 
enough snag here where such type 
lenses are very costly hecause of 
exchange differences. Exhibitors 
are trying hard to defer all con- 
sideration of 3-D_ prospects for 
the time being, as their present 
losses are too heavy to make them 
eager to have to face up to new 
i vestments for the new 
Lenient Creditors 

The bankrupt studios, in some 


cases shuttered for nearly two 
years, are beginning to raise sleepy 
but hopeful eyelids. In some 
Cases they were forced into bank- 
ruptcy by foreclosures ordered by | 
the late Juan Duarte (brother of 
Eva Peron), who died some 
months ago by alleged suicide. 
Oiher creditors are inclined to be 
more lenient and to allow the stu- 
d to cash in on their assets, 
Or resume work. 


San Miguel, which was the first 
studio to shutter, is currently un- 


der lease to Del Carril, but may 
reopen altogether thereafter, and 
pPrexy Miguel Machinandiarena is 
reading seripts with the. idea of 
1h) \¢ Tita Merello to fulfill the 
Contract he had with her for two 
Pictures. The San Miguel staff is 
WOrkKINg as a cooperative unit on 
the Del Carril picture, 

Emelco Studios also partially re- 
0 |, With the sets leased to 
A na Sono Film and Artistas 
Argentinos Asociados, and the staff 
&'so operating on the cooperative 
: at the service of other 

4 ors have submitted a re- 
Por n the affairs of Cinemato- 
R) i Interamericana (Guth- 
ne establishing the asserts at 
} tole d pe and liabilities at 
7 00.000 Creditors have been of- 
* A o in four six-monthly in- 
I interventor has taken over 
: studios, with a view to 
"S on the assets represented 
ce pictures it had in the 


the time of shuttering. 


German Play for Dublin 


; Dublin, Aug. 4. 
’ Cassin is to stage the first 
oduction of “The Man Out- 
’ Wolfgang Borchet. Telling 
aler returned from prison 
Was produced in Ger- 
1947 just after Borchet's 
Joined the German army 
~ ' Was Captured by Russians 
pt him three years in Si- 
prison camp. 
, in partnership with Nora 
SO plans a revival of H. H. 
comedy, “The Mollusc,” 
® fall season, 





{ 
lla 





bute to the Chilean neigh- | 


but has stated that Polar- | 


process. | 


ernment had no serious 
to make of the way in which the 
BBC's kinescoped coverage of the 
royal junket had been treated by 
the American webs, and, last week, 
Selwyn Lloyd, the Minister of 
| State, told the House that reports 
| from the British ambassador in 
Washington confirmed that view. 
This statement provoked Herbert 
Morrison, the former Labor For- 


criticism | 


| gaden 


situa- 
tions 


| ‘Glamor’ Femmes 


—uue continued from page 13 = 














problem, with GIs willing and able 
to pay much highe1 than 
tourists for love-nest quarters. And 
more than one of the town’s lead 
ing hotels is still under military 
requisition 
Tourist Turnaway 

that, despite consider 
able new hotel construction, prices 
are high, rooms are scarce and 
many tourists forced to live in 
neighboring towns like Berchtes- 
across the border in Ger- 
many or along the Salzkammergut 
lakes. The latter, especially Strobl 
and St. Gilgen, shelter consider 


prices 


1s 


Result 


'able German and Viennese artistic 


eign Minister, to ask the minister | 
whether he had seen reports in|} 


reputable American newspapers, 


ber of U. S. 
Coronation. 
. “Ought not the minister to im- 
press on the ambassador in Wash- 
ington, or on the Embassy,” he 
said, “that it is very important 
that they should give fair and im- 
partial reports?” 

Selwyn Lloyd retorted with the 
suggestion that the ambassador 
would not give fair and impartial 
reports was “hardly worthy of Mr. 
Morrison.” 

Although 


networks handled the 


the government has 
not made any open criticism of 
American Coronation coverage, it 
{is generally accepted here that 
the outburst in the British press 
at the time was mainly responsible 
for postponement of the original 
plan for early introduction of spon- 
sored TV. The new set of safe- 
guards recommended by the gov 
ernment were principally aimed at 
placating the critics and to reas- 
; sure them that “it couldn't happen 
| here.” 
| 








| London Film Notes 


London, July 28 

Marcel Heilman’s next picture 
ifor ABPC an original titled 
“Duel in the Jungle,” which will 
istar Jeanne Crain, Dana Andrews. 
| Shooting starts late August - 
“The Sea Shall Not Have Them,” 
' John Harriss’ book of the month 


1S 


sharply critical of the way a num-| 


colonies. The Schloss Hotel at 
Fuschl] Lake takes in the swankier 


Italian Film Prod. Promises to Hit 








Washington, Aug. 4 


Hungary hopes to have its first 


| Hungary TV in ’54 


|TV transmitter in operation § by 
the end of 1954 and will use Rus 
Sian plans for the installation, ac 
cording to a report from Antal Ka 
tona, Minister of Communications, 
released in the | Ss 

Original station is to be located 


lines to be 


oft the 


th feedet 


mainder 


in Budapest w 
extended into 
country cether 
be erected 


the rs 
transmitters wi 


in the future 


US. May Pull Out Of 
| Austro Radio If Budget 
Cuts $1,000,000 Outlay 


28 


Vienna, Juls 


| The eventual status of U.S. radio 
broadcasting operations in Austria 
again came to the fore with the 
announcement that the Austrian 
government's two coalition partie 
are holding conferences looking to 
ward the formulation of a new 
radio administration law Phi 
envisages release from Allied-o¢ 
cupation control of all transmit 
ters in the country 

The two major networks here are 
Ravag, an Austrian government 
operation currently under a meas 


ure of Soviet control and forced to 
surrender many of its choice hours 


'to out-and-out Russian propaganda 


Jaguar and caviar set from Paris, 
London and New York. Hotel 
prices, while still far under the} 


levels of bigger capitals, have again 
skyrocketed with the opening of 
the top season, with $11 a day par 
for a double room with bath at a 
good place. But there are still 


|plenty of places where $3-$5 will 


choice of the Daily Mail and Eve- | 


ning Standard, is being competed 
‘for by J. Arthur Rank and ABPC 
|for film. Price is around $20,000, 
with likelihood that Rank will get 
| it. 

| Pearl & Dean, who recently quit 
ithe Rank organization to join 


| ABPC as their advertising agents, , 
signed Gilbert Harding for series | 


‘of 12 films advertising Player's 
| cigarettes . ABPC has acquired 
the film rights of George and AIl- 
fred Black’s hit at the Comedy the- 
atre, “For Better, For Worse” 

Ronald Shiner, besides doing an- 
other film for J. Arthur Rank next 


, Met 
| Clemens 


| year, has closed deal with Romu- 
| lus Films (John and Jimmy Woolf) 
to do one for them next March, 
with pic to have Italian back-, 
ground 

Metro’s “Flame and the Flesh,” 
|starring Lana Turner, and Pier 
‘Angeli, with Bonar Colleano fea- 
tured, is being held up because 


Colleano crashed from roof of his 


apartment after chasing burglars 


trying to break into his apartment 
He will be fit in 1° days... Marcel 
Hellman’s picture “Duel in the 
Jungle,” which stars Dana An- 
drews, Jeanne Crain and English 
star David Farrar, goes on 10Ca- 


tion in South Africa and Rhodesia 
Aug. 7. George Marshall is due 
here from Hollywood to direct 
Erwin Hillier, ABPC’s lighting ex- 
pert, loaned to have charge of the 
(camera work. 


4 


buy the same without the bath 
room. Restaurants are not too 


cordon bleu, crowded and compara- 


tively inexpensive A $6 tab will 
pay for the best meal for two in 
town, including a crock of sourish 
Austrian wine 


This year the traditional “Every 
man,” created in 1920 by Max 
Reinhardt on the square before the 


Cathedral, was chosen for the Fes- 
tival’s first evening In its new 
staging by Ernst Lothar it repeat 


ed last year’s sizeable sock with a 
polyglot audience talking every 
imaginable languaye in the wooden 
benches priced at from $1 to $6. 
Lothar’s minor modernizations, 
speeding it up and adding color to 
the ancient staging, made a repeat 


hit. Cast changes from last year 
made little difference in the com- 
paratively actor-proof pageant, but 
the Austrian press” singled out 
Adrienne Gessner (Mi Lothar) 
for an excellent performance in 
the touching role of Everyman's 


mother. There will be seven “Ev- 
eryman” performances in the Fes- 
tival’s span till Aug. 31, and they 
seem likely, as in other years, to be 
SRO and the only profitable single 
event of the season. 

On the musical side, Salzburg | 
really got under way on its second |} 
night with Mozart's “Don Giovan- | 
ni’ in the old royal riding school 
converted to festival opera house 
Controversial Wilhelm Furtwang- 
ler did a superb batoning chore, 
with Elisabeth Schwarzkopf, Anton 
Dermota and Cesare Siepi among 
the stars. Herbert Grai from the 
staged, in a new setting by 
Holzmeister, local scene 
designer. Two more Mozarters, 
“Cosi fan Tutte’ and “Marriage of 
Figaro.”’ Richard Strauss’ “‘Rosen- | 
kavalier” and the new Gottfried 
von Einem (a local boy) work 
“The Trial.” already skedded for 
next season at N. Y. City Center, 
round out the opera program 

On the dramatic side, “Every- 
man” will be augmented (but hard- 
lv overshadowed) by Shakespeare's 
“Julius Caesar,’ in German, by a 
cast of Vienna's Burgtheater actors 
led by aging Werner Krauss 

Bayreuth and its visitors take 
their music more seriously. Just 
about any of the 40,000 or so ex- 
pected tourists come to attend and 
enjoy a Wagner opera in the hot 
cavernous Festival Theatre. Preem 
this year featured boff perform- 
ances by Eleanor Steber and Astrid 


Varnay, both from the Met, in 
“Lohengrin George London, an- 
other Met star. repeated his last 
year’s sock in “fParsifal.” 


programs; and Rot-Weiss-Rot, 
operation of the new U.S. Informa 
tion Agency, which just inherited 
it from the disbanded U.S. Info 
mation Service, Latter was started 
in 1945 by the Army’s Information 
Services Branch which took over 
local studios and transmitters in 
Salzburg and Linz in the American 
zone of occupation and built new 
studios and transmitter in Vienna 
Both nets accept a small quota of 
crudely-handled commercial spot 
A third chain, Radio Alpenland 
under British occupational control 
but carries little weight 

License fees collected from some 


1s 


1,600,000 registered listeners ar 
allocated to Ravag and RWKH with 
the U.S. taxpayers making up a 
$1,000,000 per year deficit in the 
latter case, RWR_ presently ha 
slots for only four yank supe 
ing executives, with the other spot 
filled by Austrians, 

Fittal U.S. policy on turning over 


RWR to the Austrians will depend 
considerably on what Congre 

does to the Austrian information 
budget, now under consideration 
It may, under the current gover 

mental economy program, become 
impossible to continue” carrying 
the nut. But the main questions 
what iu anything the AustTians 
would be asked to pay for Ameri- 
can-built facilities; and whether 
the US. would withdraw from 
broadcasting should the Russian 
continue in the co-pilots seat at 
Ravag, haven't yet been answered 


by Vienna Embassy official 


See Some US. Telepix 


Going to Brit. Cinemas 


, 
, 


London, July 2¢ 

A new source of feature product 
supply for British theatres is de 
veloping as a sequel to U. S. tele- 
pix production in London. In three 


| recent cases a trio of half-hou 
shorts have been linked together 
and offered to exhibitors as full- 
length features 

The new trend began when 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., joined 
three of the films he had made for 
National Broadcasting Co., and re 
leased them through British Lion 
under the title, “Triangle He 
has followed with a second seri 
|“Three’s Company,” which t 
general release as supporting te 
ture on the Associated British cit 
cuit the week of Aug. 3 

Now, Paramount ha followed 
suit and is issuing a f ure based 
on three of the films made for net 
works by the Danziger Bros. This 
has been titled, “Murder In Three 
Acts “y 


Apart from the fact thi 


at theatri- 


cal distribution in Britain slub- 
stantially increase the earning Ca 
pacity of these U. S. sponsored 
telefilms, they all qualify as British 


quota and are therefore entitled to 
their share of the Eady levy Cur- 
rently this is running around 36’, 


4 of the gross. 


New High in ’53; Fear Quality Dip 


Rome, Aug. 4. 

With summer sunshine stepping 
lug location activity thtoughout 
the country, Italian film produe- 
tion boom continues, most studios 
working at capacity. Estimates as 
to what the total Ualian feature 
production figure will be, vary so 
‘reatlv, they are enerally rated 
unreliable Howe the con 
sensus is that last vear’s total of 
1°25 features should be exceeded 
easily, maki 1953 one of the top 
production year 1 local history, 
if not the biggest vet. The consist- 
ent swi to quat vy has been 
sharply ¢ cived recently by vari 
ous observes both Italian and 
foreign, who point to its danger 
f not fellowed up by a = propor- 
ionate slice of quality of the kind 
that put Italy on the postwar film 
map 

Inroads made bv the new com- 
mercial Tlatian and Franco-Italian 
produetior on local and interna 
tional 4 } baa been notable, 
t point ‘ \) the prestige 

nelle also n { f | forgotten 
It is felt, and ree { film festivals 
have he I that Ttalv has come 
up with fe of 1 tvpe of prod- 
uct recent 

Under Thal lintered produce- 
tion ! “ 0 production 
compante ia eit! shooting or 
preparing ti rc under way in 
Rome's « 1 studios as well as at 
those in Venice Leghorn, Milan 
ind Turin } innumerable 
Italian) = location jobs and on 
French et for coproductions 
with that counters 

Over 45 in Work 

At present, over 45 pix are In 
various staves of production here. 
Cinecitta Studio has the new 
Linda Darnell Valentina Cortesa- 
Lea Padovani starrer, “Forbidden 
Women.” being produced and di- 
recled by Giusenpne Amato: “Nea- 
politan Carousel." a laree-seale 
musical in | tmancolor for Lux 
Film “La Prospettiva.” likewise 
in color, \ Renato Raeeel: “Our 
Mime ketchbook followup of 

In Olden Da th an all-star 
cast \ iam Vell’ in color, with 
Errol Flynn 0 location in the 
Italian alo mid ft ree other films 
now hootit \! Pont NeLau 
rentiis Studio | Douglas and 
NwiVvana bit) ) re storrmnge in 

UI elaborate 
tioter: comediat Poto j finishing 

I) Turco Nanoletano also in 
color: ond ¢ hav » in Sieily, 
Louie Zamopa Tr quel to his 

Difficult Yoai eoiied *Fasy 
Years.” 

Titans Studi has a long 
string of f hoeoline: among 
them, Vittorio DecSica and Gina 
Lollobrigida costarring in “Bread, 
love, and Fanta * now on loea- 
tion near Rome { » lnrve-scale 
costumer “Phrine. Oriental Cour- 
fesan”’ and “Theodora. hmopress of 
the Orient” (eolo i hooting, 
respectively, at INCTR and SAFA 
Studios 

Locationer. inch “Pomeo and 
Juliet Rank Univer .aleine co-nvro 
luection, in color “Star of India.” 

th Cornel Wile » adventure 

wns starring Le Barker: “Cavale- 
leria Rusticana 2.1) tinter. start 
ing soon in Sici starring May 
Britt, Sofia Loren and Anthony 
Quinn 

Up until July 1. 77 features had 
been sereened this veor by the 
committee which judges a picture's 
aualification for a tax rehate un- 
der the government d scheme 
last year's tolal 125). During 
the same neriod. the committee had 
viewed 272 ( ubiects (as 
against the Jast 12 month total of 
374 Of the 61 ort ubmitted 
in June alone lf were in color 


Wolfit Doing Revival 
Of ‘Scandal’ 
Lo 


’ in Britain 


don, Aug. 4 
Under the nent of A 
vance Plave Dor 1 Wo 
lift is openir mn a f 
Kir The 
Aug. 24 with a of Scho 
For Scandal” ' ( e will it. 
Balliol! Hollo ‘ he diré u 
The Sheridan c! ( iJ run for 
three weet 
During October and November, 
there will be further reviva at 
fortnightly inte: of “Macbeth.” 
As You Like It “King Lear,” 
Volpone, \ New Way to Pay 
Old Debts” and “Clandestine Mar- 
\ riage.” 
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Specs Bother 567, In Survey But 
827, Say 3-D Still Lures Em Anyway 


Large audience group 
find 3-D viewers comfortable to 
wear, but at the same time is still 
sufficientlY intrigued with the nov- 
elty of the thing to keep attending 
stereopix anyway. 

Breakdown was made on the 
basis of a nationwide survey of au- 
dience reaction to 3-D technique 
conducted between February and 
July of this year 
ports, Inc. Pix covered in the vari- 


ous areas were “Bwana Devil,” 
“House of Wax,” “Man in the 
Dark” and “Fort Ti.” However, 
the interviewers’ only considera 
tion was 3-D presentation, not 
technique. 

According to Jack H. Levin, Cer 
tified Reports prexy, a total of 


10,576 persons over the age of 15 
were interviewed either personally 
or via questionnaire. Total of 
4592 were metered uttering re- 
marks in the lobby. Poll indicated, 
among other things, that there is a 
potential market for 


Zlasses if they are priced below 
$1.50 a pais 
It further showed that, among 


1,648 persons queried in question 
naires, 50.8% were opposed. to 
raised admissions for 3-D pix, with 
48.3% saying they'd be inclined to 
pay a few cents more. The rest, 
0.9%, indicated they were unde 
cided. 

Those most vocal in their oppo 
sition to wearing glasses were con- 
centrated in the ages from 20 to 
35, with the larger proportion of 
those offering no criticism between 
the ages of 15 and 25. Total of 
56.2% of the 5,984 polled by inter- 
view or questionnaire expressed 
dissatisfaction with the specs. Com- 
plaints were mostly about eye- 
strain, headaches, slippage, pres- 
sure, the small size of the lens and 
distraction from the pic itself. On 
the positive side, 41.8% said they 
didn’t have any trouble with their 
viewers 

If a good many didn't like the 
glasses, 82.2°0 nevertheless indi- 
cated this wouldn't keep them from 
coming back for more 3-D fare. 





Rep’s 5-Points 
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within the image frame won't be 
sliced off wnen screened with the 
new widescreen apertures. 

(4) Republic pix, it's contended, 
“can be projected on any wide- 
screen with a special wide-angle 
lens, a change in projection aper- 
ture to the proper aspect ratio, and 
more light for projection.” 
pany adds that this is true of any 
widescreen method. 

Studio statement winds up with 
fifth point that Republic pictures 
can be projected by any theatre 


equipped with widescreen for 
CinemaScope, with the right pro- 
jection lens and the correct  pro- 


jection aperture aspect ratio. Put, 
It warns, company product can't be 
run through a CinemaScope_ pro- 


jection lens, since this lens is a 
companion lens to the Cinema- 
Scope camera lens employed in 


production. 


| Asking 1506 


‘ontinued from 
it down exhibilors’ throats. We're 
staying away from attractions that 
call for a guarantee.” 

Group headed by Leo Rosen, for- 
mer theatre-TV exee of the Fabian 
circuit, indicated that the $150,000 
price was beyond the economics of 
theatre-TV and that ai $75.000 
f#uarantee would be a more likely 
figure. Nate Halpern’s Theatre 
Television Network, which has sold 
IBC fights in the past, is still very 
much in the running. The exhib 
Froup, headed by Stanley Warnes 
and United Paramount Theatres. is 
more interested in seeing the fight 





pare 7 Qe 


RO to theatre-TV than in handling 
the distribution. 

According to Ned = Trish. exec 
veepee of Madison Square Garden 
who handles the TV deals for the 


IBC, no 
made in 
vision 


decision has vet been 


home-versus-theatre-tel 


the home telecasting of the Me 
ciano-Joe Walcott fight. 

shelled out $300,000 for the homs 
TV rights. Jim Norris, IBC topper 
is out of town, it was learned. and 
any final decision will await his 
return to N. Y. 


M@esn't¢ 


by Certified Re-} 


permanent | 


He said he was still talking 
to Gillette Razor, which sponsored 


Gillette 





9-Mo. Ban of US. Pix To 





Israel Looks Solved 


| Set of proposals for ending the | 


nine months’ ban on shipments of 
pix to Israel was discussed yes- 
terday (Tues.) by the foreign man- 
Particulars were 
Em- 


agers in N. Y. 
worked out by the 
bassy in Washington 
ing to a spokesman for the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. looked “‘pret- 
ty good.” MPEA okayed the Isra 
eli proposals, subject to final ap- 
proval from one company. 

Combination of high taxes, im 
port duties and a hassle over the 
rate of exchange for out-of-pock- 
let expenditures, 
distribs, has kept Hollywood films 
from going into Israel since - last 
November MPAA prexy Eric 
Johnston finally took the matter 
up with the Israeli Embassy, which 
then submitted the “peace” pro 
posals., 


4 


trayal of the Leathernecks in 
tough or blood-and-gore roles on 
the screen. They recently nixed 


Israeli 


and, accord- 





Allied Artists 


Continued from 


“Beachhead” on similar grounds 
of being prejudicial] te recruiting 
because of certain scenes and 
background they feit 
rough. What has Pentaston reps 
puzzled is why the Leathernecks, 
who skyrocketed to fame on the 
tail of their “tough guy,” devil- 
may-care rep, should suddenly be- 
come sensitive. However, though 
| Towne’s operation decides whether 





ultimate decision must be made 
by branch of service involved. 
Hollywood studios of late have 
been feeling the brunt 
creasingly critical 
| part of the services and particular- 
| Iv the Navy. Stanley Kramer's 
“Caine Mutiny” for a while had 
pew sailing when the Navy re- 
|fused to okay the original script. 
| Later, changes were made and the 
| 


Navy extended its cooperation 


There is also some concern at Co- | 


lumbia over Army reaction. to 
“From Here to Eternity,” the rea- 
soning being that it doesn't exact- 
ily aid recruiting efforts. 


Com- | 








Continued from page 7 aaa 


of the American execs feel the 
| new deal should be accepted with- 
out protest and with the hope that 
a subsequent cabinet will not in- 
terfere. 

| While wondering how such an 
important matter could have been 
settled locally and without refer- 
ence to N. Y., these execs have re- 
signed themselves to a fait accom- 
pli, with the observation, “It’s not 
too bad a deal.” At any rate, even 
if they were to object to it, the 
| Americans are outvoted on the 
ANICA board. Refusal to go along 
with its decision would be tanta- 
mount to resignation from the org. 


| 


page 3 eee | 


cooperation for Aubrey Schenck’s | 


were too} 


of an in-| 
attitude on the | 
lof 1952. 


‘role 


claimed by the | 


| 
| 
} 
| 


| 


| Jeff Chandler 


a film merits military cooperation, | 





MPEA spokesman in N. Y. said | 


ANICA matters were being han- 
dled by the distribs themselves, 
through the film board in Rome, 


and not via the MPEA. 
still arises whether the 
rep who's the head of the. board 
took it on himself to bind the 
other companies to the agreement 
and, if so, where he got the au- 
thority His immediate superiors 
are the continental managers in 
Paris. 


Question 


Stall Skouras Testimony 
Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 

Final- decision on whether 
Cliarles P. Skouras must. give 
depositions in two antitrust suits 
was postponed until Oct. 19 by 
Judge Harry C. Westover in Fed- 
eral Court 

Physicians testified that 
was too ill to be subjected to the 


Skouras 


sirain ef questioning at present. 
Jorothy Seese, former moppet. 

returns to the screen for a role in 

The Bounty Hunter.’ starring 


i Randolph Scott at Warners. 


| mated 


‘US. Pixites Beef | 





| Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Anson Bond announced plans to| 
produce “Formosa,” story of Gen-| 
eralissimo Chiang Kai-Shek, to| 
follow his recent production, | 
“China Venture” .. . Estelita mull- | 
ing an offer to star in “Four to 
Go,” a whodunit to be filmed in 
Havana by Roberto Vegas . 
Walter Richards bought screen | 
rights to “Children of Old Man} 
River,’ biography of Billy Bryant, | 
show boat Captain, for indie pro- 
duction James Stewart will 
star in “Rear Window,” to be pro-| 
duced independently by Leland | 
Hayward and Josh Logan for Para- | 
mount release . Reginald Den- 
ham and Mary Orr in from N. Y. 
to sell their filmplay, ‘““The Disap- 
pearance of Mary Blake.” 

James Whitmore, recently with 
Metro, moved to Warners for a 
in the Guy Madison starrer, 


“Rear Guard” Dolores Gray | 
tested before color cameras at 
Metro with Vincente Minnelli di- | 


. Columbia will send a 
troupe to Europe in October to} 
shoot exteriors for “Richard the 
Lion-Hearted,” with interiors to be 
made in Hollywood” RKO's | 
“Sea Devils” drew a “B” rating} 
from the National Legion of De- 
cency because of “suggestive Cos- | 
tuming’” . . . Vietor Saville an- 
nounced a $3.000,000 
“The Silver Chalice,” 
Thomas B. Costain’s 
novel 

Albert Cohen assigned to pro- 
duce “Day Called Tomorrow” at 
Ul , Metro is negotiating .for 
Peter Ustinov as second male lead 
in “Beau Brummel” Frank | 
Tashlin signed to produce “Susan 
Slept Here” for Alex Gottlieb’s 
indie company .. . Sid Luft signed 
Lemuel Ayers as production de- 
signer for the Judy Garland 
starrer, “‘A Star Is Born,” at War- 
ners . UI bought Anya Seton’s 
novel, “Foxfire,” as a costarrer for 
and June Allyson, 
with Aaron Rosenberg as producer. 


recting 


budget for | 
based on) 
best-selling | 








“RKOTheatres | 
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a profit of $417,602.32, as compared 
to $174,802.99 for the same stanza 
Both quarterly and six 
month totals are after taxes and 
all other charges (including profits | 
on sale of capital assests, before | 
taxes.) Profit on sale of capital| 
assests for the most recent quarter | 
totalled $5,569.59, as compared to | 
$9,253.99 for the similar period | 
last year. The 1953 six month} 
profit for the sale of capital as-| 
sests was $19,323.45, while 1952’s 
total was $16,518.55. A total of! 
250,000 was provided for esti- | 
income taxes for the six- 
month stanza of 1953, as compared 
to $95,000 for 1952. 

Shares of common. stock out- | 
standing at July, 1953, were 3,764.- | 
913 (excluding 150,000 shares held | 
by the corporation), while 3,914.-| 
913 shares were outstanding for | 
the comparable period of 1952. 

Pix which helped to swell RKO’s | 
coffers during the six month stanza | 
included the 3-D films, ‘‘House of 
Wax” and “It Came From Outer | 
Space,” as well as such flats as 
“Shane,” presented on widescreen, 
“Beast From 20,000 Fathoms” and 
the reissue of ‘Mighty Joe Young.” 








| 


| 
| 








e | 

Govt. Aid Slash | 
‘umm Continued from page 3 — 
| 
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Brazil. It's 1954, 








figured that, in 


|the industry will again have to! 


20th-Fox | 


|the companies 
|mittances of 


| the rising 
AS hich now accounts fer about 45°; 


squeeze remittances out of current | 
earnings, with blacklogs largely | 
exhausted, 

It's estimated that °53 will give 
record foreign re- 
about $150,.000,000. | 
Execs close to the foreign operation | 
on the one hand are delighted with 
curve of foreign coin, | 


of the industry's total revenue. On 
the other, they have been fearing 
just the kind of development which 
now is projected for ’54 when the 
remittance curve will tend to level 
off and start to drop. While this is | 
seen as a normal trend, it is also 
true that the cOmpanies have begun 
to count on this high income and 
are bound to be hurt by a decline. 

An added consideration is the 
fact that exhibs in foreign areas 
are anxious to equip themselves for 
the new projection system and that 
many are dependent on. govern- 
ment dollar allocations to purchase 


jthe equipment. j 


| Boston Harbour and settle 


| Americans voted for him at your last Presidential election. 


| industrywise, films 


|} and hastily put together” 
| date for the real, widescreen opening,” he notes, “is when ‘The Robe’ 


| begin.” 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


The Martin & Lewis blast at the London critics is still a seet};- 
matter, according to byliner “Cassandra” in the London Daily ~ i 
(July 29). He goes into the broad of canvas of the non-existent anjij- 
American sentiment in England, despite the N. Y. Daily Mirror's con- 
tention to the contrary, and concludes: : 

“Then there is this odd little complaint about Messrs. Martin & 
Lewis, ‘going through a harrowing experience’ at the London Palladium 
They were harrowed for £7,000 a week and got a few boos for their 
personal discomfort—and the embarrassment they inflicted on some 


|of their audience. 


“They then skedaddled off to Paris where they squirted murky little 
wisecracks over the Channel at England and pledged themselves never 
to return to our shores. 

“Fine. We'll get on with Danny Kaye and Bob Hope and Bing Crosby 
and if you try to steal them away from our hearts we'll turn up it 
another old score. 

“Right now we have someone else here you'll not take away from 
our hearts either. The name is Adlai Stevenson and 27,000,000 good 
We admire 
him, too, and if he had been in British politics we would have accounted 
it a privilege and an honor for him to be in our midst. 

“Is this anti-Americanism? 

“Is this venom, envy, or dislike? 

“It'll take more than bitter little distortions about Welsh politicians. 
British newspapers, past wars and waspish-minded vaudeville actors 
to destroy so much of what you have inherited from us and so much 
of what we have learned from you.” 


i 


Film industry has reached the turning point insofar as hard times 
are concerned, in the opinion of a market analyst for the brokerage 
firm of E. F. Hutton & Co. In the outfit’s current news letter, G. M 
Loeb observes “I think films combine the greatest potential percentage 
market gain with the lowest possible risk of loss.’”’ Loeb adds that 
have been on the downgrade from 1946 until the 
current upturn and this has meant many economies. “It means too.” 


jhe points out, “that after seven years people are ready to go back 


The radio did not stop the phonograph record business 
TV won’t stop new tops for films 


to pictures. 
from coming back to new highs. 
either.” 

Filmgoers have been confused by “crudely blown-up ordinary films 
depth pictures, Loeb feels. ‘‘But the target 


(20th) comes to the Roxy, N. Y., probably shortly after Labor Day 
Then, if the general market is not too weak, the film boom might 
Loeb winds up his analysis with the prediction that the indus- 


try’s upswing will assert itself in fourth quarter earnings. 20th-Fox 





is seen as the “near-term speculative leader’ and Paramount the 
“quality stock” of the industry. 
Warner Bros. is largely financing, besides releasing, the indie, 


“Giant,” from Edna Ferber’s bestseller, in which she is partnered with 
director George Stevens and former Paramount production head Henry 
Ginsberg, who will officiate as producer. 

Incidentally, this renews a three-way association between Ginsberg, 
WB and Jake Wilk, former eastern studio rep for the Warners; who 
was instrumental in setting up the Ferber deal. The Ginsberg-Wilk 
eo also goes back to the old World Film (Lewis J. Selznick) 

ays. 


WB has been expanding its indie distribution activities. Its current 


| “Beast From 20,000 Fathoms” (Hal E. Chester-Jack Dietz) is an indie. 


WB will also take on two Leland Hayward properties—‘‘Mr. Roberts” 
and possibly also ““‘The Old Man and the Sea.” 


Columbia Pictures prexy Harry Cohn has been noted in the trade 
as a non-publicity seeker, non-trade dopester, and generally ducking 
paid announcements on film merits. Hence the display ad in the N. Y. 
dailies that ‘once in 30 years” he is making a pitch for “From Here 
To Eternity,” which opens today (5) at the Broadway Capitol, is unusual. 
Cohn’s ad stated in part, “In the 30 years I have headed production 
at Columbia, we have turned out many noteworthy pictures... ‘It 
Happened One Night,’ ‘Lost Horizon,’ ‘The Jolson Story’ and ‘Born 
Yesterday’ ...I have never come to you, the movie-going publie, 
and said, ‘I urge you to see this picture.’ It is with no reservations, 
therefore, that 1 now say, ‘I urge you to see ‘From Here To Eternity.’ ” 


Warner Bros. has set no definite policy on rental of its Warner- 
SuperScope lenses to exhibs, Ben Kalmenson, WB sales topper, said 
in N. Y. last week. Kalmenson indicated the company had every in- 
tention of going through with its original announcement, which said 
the lenses would be made available at nominal cost. He said final 
prices would be determined when the cost of the lenses was known, 
and that there had been no WB decision to charge anywhere up to 
$50 per engagement as had been reported. “For all we know, we may 
end up giving ‘em away,’ Kalmenson stated. 


Making an appeal to a specialized audience, Cinerama has been 


| supplementing its regular bally campaign with a pitch to music lovers. 


For instance, fullpage ad in Stadium Concerts Review, program for 
the Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., summer concerts, which closed season 
Saturday (1), highlighted the musical numbers and stereophonic sound 
of “This Is Cinerama,” including Handel's “The Messiah,” finale of 
the second act of ‘‘Aida,” the Vienna Boys Choir, the Salt Lake City 
Tabernacle Choir, the Vienna Philharmonic and the Cinerama Phil- 
harmonic. 





—> 


The Danish press, which once attacked Samuel Goldwyn’s “Hans 
Christian Andersen,’ now appears mollified. Seems the picture has 
been drawing American tourists by the thousands into Copenhagen, 
and the Danes aren't averse to the money that’s being spent in their 
capital. According to Politiken, Denmark's daily news sheet, the Frank 
Loesser song, “Wonderful, Wonderful Copenhagen,” in “Andersen” is 
oo for the influx ef tourists which exceeds last year’s visitors 
y 50°. 


Jerry Lewis gets into New York Aug. 11 and Paramount flaks aren't 


| Siving him much of a chance to blow off steam about his reeent British 


experiences. Par boys feel he may have a legitimate beef, but don't 


| See the sense in airing it and jeopardizing future Martin & Lewis pix 


in Britain. So they're hustling the comic off to Columbus, O., as rapidly 
as possible to attend the “Caddy” opening there. Assumption seems 
to be that, if Lewis squawks there, the echo won't be quite as loud 
in Britain. 


King Features will distribute to 106 daily and 172 Sunday new> 
papers a special comic strip to mark Mickey Mouse’s 25th anni. Strip, 
which will appear in September, ties in with the reissue by RKO of 
a Mickey Mouse birthday package, set for release shortly. Package 
consists of five Mickey and one Goofy cartoons, which exhibs can 
piay individually or as a 47-minute feature. 

United Air Lines announced a 30°% reduction in air freight charges 
on motion picture film flown from Hollywood to Honolulu, effective 
Aug. 26. New rate will be 40c per pound cn shipments of 100 pounds 
or more. Reduction was made possible by the high volume of film 
shipments to the Islands. 
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THE BIG PICTURE 
UF THE YEAR | 
OPENS TODAY | 

Al THE CAPITOL, WY. 
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Starring 


BURT LANCASTER - MONTGOMERY CLIFT 
DEBORAH KERR - FRANK SINATRA - DONNA REED 


Screen Play by DANIEL TARADASH - Based upon the novel by JAMES JONES - Produced by BUDDY ADLER - Directed by FRED ZINNEMANN 
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(Continued from page 9) 
“Hitch-Hiker’ (RKO!. Sock $27.- 
000. Last week, “Francis Covers 
Big Town” (U) and “Column 
South” (U) (2d wk), $12,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2700; 98- 
$1.25)—*‘Return to Paradise” (UA) 
(2d wk). Impressive $30,000. Last 
week, $42.000 


Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 98) 
“5000 Fingers Dr. T"” (Col). Fine 
$6,000. Last week, “Mr. Potts Goes 
to Moscow” Indie) (4th wk), 
$4,500. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 98- 
$1.25)—"“Maze” (AA) and “Fort 
Vengeance” A) (2d wk). Brisk 
$16,000. Last week, $27,000 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98- 
$1.25)—"‘Moon Is Blue” (UA) (6th 


wk). Still hot at $22,000. Last week, 
$28,000. 

World = (Indie) 
Deadly Sins” (Indie) (5th wk) 
Bright $5,100. Last week. $4,500. 

Ziegfeld ‘Lopert) (485; 98)— 
“Lili”? (M-G) (8th wk). Sprightly 
$4,300. Last week, $4,500. 


(587; 98)—"7 


Toronto Dull; ‘Farmer’ 
NG $9,500, ‘Bay’ 6G, 2d 
Toronto, Aug. 4 


On Civie Day holiday weekend 
exodus, biz is way off to year's 


worst level here. Newcomers, 
*Titfield Thunderbolt,” is okay 
while “Farmer Takes a Wife” is 
ust so-so Of the holdovers 
‘Scared Stiff’ is holding well but 
most other product is very light 
However, “Thunder Bay” looks 


neat in second stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 
Crest, Downtown, Glendale, State 


(Taylor) (863; 1.059; 955; 698; 35- 
60)—"‘Cry of Hunted” (M-G) and 
“Sky Full of Moon” (M-G). Sad 
$9,000. Last week, “Thief of Ven- 
ice” (Col) and “Body Says No” 


(IFE), $11,000 
Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080 


| which 


1.558; 40-75) “5.000 Fingers” 
(Col). Satisfactory $9,000. Last 
week, “Affair with Stranger” 
(RKO), $12,000 

Hyland (Rank) (1,350; 40-85)— 
“Titfield Thunderbolt” (Rank). 
Nice $8,000. Last week, ‘Moulin 
Rouge” (UA) (12th wk), $5,000 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 40-75) 
“Scared Stiff’ (Par) (2d wk). Oke 
$14,000. Last week, $20,000 

Loew's (Loew) (2,096; 40-75) 
“Ride Vaquero” (MG). Light $7,- 
500. Last week, $14,500. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)— 
“White Witch Doctor’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Weak $9,000. Last week, $13,- 
000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 40-75)— | 


“Farmer Takes a Wife” (20th). So- 
so $9,500. Last week, ‘Fort 
(Col), $9,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 60-$1) 
“Thunder Bay” (U) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing neat at $6,000. Last week 
$9,500. 


LOS ANGELES 
(Continued from page 11) 
$1.50)—"Stalag 17” (Par) (3d wk). 


Rousing $13,000. Last week, 
$14,000. 
Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 


mounts (AB-PT-F&M) (3,300; 1,430; | 


§5-$1.50)-—"Charge Feather River” 
(WB) (3d wk). Okay $18,000. Last 
week, $22,600. 

Globe (F WC) (782; 70-90)—"Twi 
light Women” (Lip) and “Slasher” 
(Lip) (2d wk). Just $2,500. Last 
week, with El Rey, $6,800. 

Four Star, Rialto (UATC-Metro- 
politan) (900; 839; 80-$1.20)—**Moon 
Is Blue’ (UA) (5th wk). Smart $18,- 
000. Last week $19,000. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 80-$1.50) 
—'‘White Witch Doctor” (20th) (5th 
wk). Dull $2,800 in 6 days. Last 
week, $4,200 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; 80-$1.50) 
— ‘Sea Around Us” (RKO) (5th 
wk). Nice $4.500. Last week, $4,200. 

Hollywood (SW) (1.364: $1.20- 
$2.80)—"Cinerama”™ (Indie) (14th 
wk). Smash $37,500. Last week, 
$37 400, 


DENVER 


Continued from page 11) 


icc Good $3,500. Last week 
“Farmer Takes Bride” (20th) and 
“Salome Where She Danced” 
(Indie) $7,000 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 50-85) 

*“Nlain St to Broadway" \l-G) 
Poor $7,500. Last week, “Second 
Chance” (RKO) and “Tarzan and} 


She-Devil” (RKO (2d wk), $7.000 
Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200: 50- 
85)—"City of Bad Men” (20th) and 


7" | 
| fully 


| 


| Statement which 





| 


,of the large motion 


exhibitors will be complete . 


“Male War Bride” (20th) (reissue). 
Mild $5,500. Last week, “Farmer 
Takes Wife” (20th) and “Salome, 
Where She Danced” (Indie) $13,- 


500. 

Valley (Wolfberg) (1.000 cars; 85) 
—"‘City of Bad Men” (20th) and 
“Male War Bride” (20th) (reissue). 


Fair $5,000. Last week, 
Takes Wife” (20th) and 


“Farmer 
“Salome, 


| Where She Danced” (Indie), $7,000. 


Vogue (Pike) (442; 60-90)—“Cas- 
tle in Air’ (Indie). Okay $1,500. 
Last week, on reissue, 
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and “The Silver Horde,” toplining 
John Wayne and Jane Russell, but 
there’s been no announcement of 
the process in which they’ll be 
made. So far, RKO has shown no 
official inclination toward the wide- 
screen bandwagon, but with the in- 
dustry trend shifting in that di- 
rection, it’s figured that the com- 
pany will also take the plunge in 
that direction. With Grainger due 
back this week from Coast talks, 
additional production plans are ex- 
pected to be announced. 


pix under the Grainger leadership, 
company’s slate will be bolstered 
by a couple of entries from former 
regimes, These include “She Had 
io Say Yes,” starring Robert 
Mitchum and Jean Simmons, and 


the long-delayed Howard Hughes 
personal production, ‘Jet Pilot,” 
set for Christmas release. From 


indie sources company will receive 
five addditional pix. 
“Second 


Resides Chance,” two 
other KKO-cwned pictures” are 
drawing at the boo. “Mighty Joe 
Young,” a re-release, is chalking 
up neat returns as is the docu- 
mentary “The Sea Around Us.” 





Allied ‘Pressure’ 


a, Continued from page 5 








to by both exhibitors and distrib- 
utors. 

“The committee is properly con- 
cerned at the breakdown of the ne- 
gotiations and regards it as unfor- 
tunate that the attitude of one or 
two representatives in these nego- 
tiations resulted in a_ stalemate 
The committee believes that it has 
a duty to lay bare the facts as they 
were testified to, and assess the 
blame where it belongs. 

The portion of the Myers wire 
apparently raised Schoep- 
pel’s hackles read: “I cannot con- 
ceive of any such criticism unless 
the committee has accepted in its 
entirety the testimony of Austin 
Keough of Paramount Pictures, 
Inc., and completely ignored my 
documented supplemental 

Sotutes Keough's 


testimony ... If the Small Busi- 


‘| ness Committee has, in effect, made 


a report contrary to-the interest of 
the small exhibitors and in favor 
demoralization of the 
«oe 
a proposed report along the line 
of the trade paper stories has been 
submitted, I earnestly hope the 
committee will carefully reconsid- 
er the whole subject before ap- 
proving it.” 


| Release Skeds 


i continued from page 7 aa 


indications are that production 
will operate on a day-to-day basis. 

A factor making it easier for 
studios to trim the backlogs pres- 
ently is the discontinuance 


paries, the 




















maintaining long-term - contracts 
with star names. With the same 
names appearing in a_ series of | 


studio product, filmeries had to re- 
lease these pictures over an ex- 
tended period in order not to 
present the same star to the pub- 
lic too frequently. 

During 1952, a total of 278 pic- 
tures were released by the major 
companies, or an average of about 
23 per month. Present 
statistics show that the filmeries 
are currently averaging about 27 
per month, 


Flat ‘Cell Block’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 

Walter Wanger's Allied Artists 
production, “Riot in Cell Block 11,” 
will be filmed in 2-D instead of 
3-D because of regulations at Fol- 
som Prison, where much of the 
shooting will be done. 

Prison officials put a two-week 
limit on the use of the location 
Wanger decided the time would be 
too short for 3-D lensing. 





{ 


RKO Comeback | 


Madrid Singer Loses 


In $2,500 Billing Suit 
Madrid, July 28. 
Cinema star and producer Ana 
Mariscal won her suit in the Work- 
ers Tribunal of Madrid in the 
action brought against her by 
songstress Luisita Esteso. Latter 
asked 100,000 pesetas ($2,500) 
damages because her name didn't 
appear as costar in pic directed by 
Miss Mariscal. 


SSB Softens | 


‘== continued from 
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vide an inexpensive and expedit- 
ious means for settling many of the 
exhibitor complaints relating to 
trade practices in the distribution 
of motion picture films. Such mat- 
ters as clearness and runs, pre-re- 
leases and competitive bidding 
would lend themselves readily to 
arbitration. The record indicates 
that these constitute the greatest 


| bulk of the complaints registered 


aes | by exhibitors.” 
In addition to recently-completed | ~ 


The 
did not 


committee flatly stated it 

believe that film rentals 
should be the subject of arbitra- 
tion. “The distributor of a motion 
picture,” the report says, “is en- 
titled to receive the best possible 
price for his product and the ex- 
hibitor cannot dictate the price he 
will pay. It is evident that exhibi- 
tors would never agree to make 
whole a producer or a distributor 
who lost money on a picture.” 

Attack on Myers 

Attack on Myers is noted in the 

statement that the committee “re- 


gards as unfortunate the course of | 


action 
the 


taken by 
largest 


a spokesman for 


| tion negotiations shortly after the 





Oct. 21 draft was submitted.”’ Con- 
tinuing the blast at Myers, the re- 
port states: “His contention that 
no arbitration would be acceptable 
in the absence of an agreement to 
also arbitrate film rentals, after 
all parties had agreed during the 
August conferences that a film ren- 
tal provision was unworkable, is 
arbitrary and unrealistic in 


| of all the facts on the record. The 


| subsequent 


rejection was ‘an as- 


| tounding performance’ in the opin- 


ion of the other negotiators and ob- 
viously raised in their 
question of whether there had been 
good faith in the first instance.” 
The “astounding performance” re- 
mark had been made by Para- 
|; mount general counsel Austin C. 
Keough during his testimony be- 
| fore the committee. 


Can't ‘Insure a Profit’ 


| “Also on the subject of film ren- 


picture com- | 


of | 


releasing | 


tals, the commitee notes that a dis- 
tributor should not be required to 
insure a profit to every exhibitor. 
“The record shows,” the commit- 
tee further states, “that the action 
of a spokesman of one of the larg- 
jest exhibitor organizations, whether 
intentional or not in closing the 


| door on arbitration, constitutes an | city, except two each in New York, | 


imprudent sacrifice of 
interests of his 
exhibitors.” 
Apparently in an effort to temper 
the blow against Myers and Allied 


the 
members 


best 
and all 


the committee inserted a para- 
graph critical of distribs. “The 
committee,” the report says, ‘‘is 


| equally critical of the distributors’ 
, representatives in unilaterally pro- 
| ceeding to incorporate changes of 
' substance 
the Aug. 21 arbitration draft. They 
should have reasonably anticipated 
that such action would gravely af- 
| fect the notable progress which 
had been made toward an effective 
arbitratioh system.” 

The committee noted that in its 
opinion “the principal responsibil- 
ity for the breakdown in arbitra- 
tion negotiations must rest large- 
ly on a spokesman for the largest 
| exhibitor qrganization .. . The posi- 
| tion of the exhibitor group, partic- 
ularly Allied in insisting on the 
arbitration of film rentais was not 
well taken.” The committee re- 
; commended that the position of 
the talks as of last August would 
be a good starting point to resume 
the arbitration confabs. 

Since the Justice Dept. 
| claimed lack of funds for its lax- 
| ness in following up exhib com- 
| plaints, the committee recommend- 
i 
' 


ed that the Senate Appropriations 
Committee should explore the mat- 
ter of giving the agency more 
funds. Report also made mention 
of industry’s poor business condi- 
tion due to television and the bur- 
den of the Federal 20° tax. Sen. 
Schoeppel sent a letter to Presi- 
dent Eisenhower urging 
sign the tax repeal bill. 





exhibitor organization | 
| in summarily breaking off arbitra- 


*Actual Sales 


———. 


Amusement Stock Quotations 


(N.Y. Stock Exchange ) 
For Weeks Ending Tuesday (4) 


Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues, Net, 
1953 Vol.in High Low’ Close Change 
High Low 100s for week 
1578 1358 Am Br-Par Th 85 1458 - 14 14 ‘am Ihe 
45% 38% CES, “A”... 15 4412 4214 4415 4114 
451% 3812 CBS, “B” ... 4 dt 421% 44 re? 
3634 1156 Col. Pie .... 382 1558 15 1514 . 
12% 834 Decca ...... 114 938 9 914 39 
47 4158 Eastman Kdk. 163 4278 4218 4278 3 
143g 11% Loew’s ..... 259 13 1214 1258 ‘ 
7% 414g Nat. Thea. .. 252 7/8 612 614 ae 
303g 25 Paramount .. 44 275% 265% 2752 moe, 
3644 2814 Phileo ...... 151 32'2 30 3214 214 
293g 2238 RCA os ane 251% 2438 25 3 
4°28 3 RKO Picts... 43 314 31% 314 
434 358 RKO Thea .. 76 418 37% 37% wm. 16 
4% 312 Republic .... 32 41% 37% 4 
115g 10% Rep., pfd. ... 17 11'2 114% 1114 + 8 
124% 97% Stanley War.. 77 1134 111g 11% +. 14 
19% 1312 20th-Fox .. 113 1734 17% 171% +. & 
714 14 &#Univ. Pix. ... 60 171% 163 167 4 % 
6812 61 Univ., pfd. *70 63 63 63 <= 4 
1718 1312 Warner Bros. 28 14'2 1414 1412 + 14 
84 6314 Zenith . . 26 7338 6912 72% + 37% 
American Stock Exchange 
1734 11°4 Du Mont.... 91 131% 1214 13 1 
41, 27% Monogram .. 24 33% 314 314 — 1% 
1718 1414 Technicolor . 59 1578 151% 1558 1. 54 
3% 234 Trans-Lux... 15 31%4 3 314 1 1% 
Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask 
Sener COP GF IGE, oan cc 504000600 sade 13¢@ 17% 
Cinerama ; abeeeesecee wae 358 — 1% 
Chesapeake Industries (Pathe) .......... ?'2 4 
ee rere seen\019 soccvecese 404 4514 +216 
A ys eerie rer et Cre eee 1219 1] 
We TOD nc cccevtccnssccccsscesosces «684 914 + 14 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 
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was filed 
in New 


ting forth the points, 
with the Federal Court 
York today (Tues.) with court ap- 
proval, the SW-Cinerama deal is 
slated for closing on Aug. 19. 
Stating that the agreement with 
Cinerama Productions would give 
SW such wide rights, the SW cir- 





light | 


minds a| 


into the provisions of | 


had | 


him to} 


cuit admits in its petition that it 
is submitting to the 
solely to get the 
Justice Dept. and 
court fight. Petition 
explains: 

“The Department requested that 
various stringent limitations and 
| restrictions be superimposed on 
the rights acquired by your peti- 
tioner and Cinerama, Inc., agreed to 
as a condition of obtaining its ap- 
proval of the project. Your peti- 
tioner and Cinerama, Inc., agreed to 
‘the folpwing conditions and limi- 
tations insisted upon by the De- 
partment and in doing so your pe- 
| titioner has obtained the Depart- 
ment’s approval of this venture. 

(A), Your petitioner would be 
limited to a total of not more than 
|24 (Cinerama) theatres in the 
| United States at any one time, and 


| further limited to one theatre per 


long 
court 


avoid a 
to the 


| Chicago and Los Angeles. Included 


| among the theatres are the existing 
| four theatres in New York City, 
Los Angeles, Detroit and Chicago. 
| - © 640 . . 

(B). Each acquisition, it is ex- 


plained, will be subject to prior ap- | 


| proval of the Federal Court to be 


| certain it does not unduly restrain | 
| competition, with the leases on the | 


| Detroit and Chicago theatres being 
automatically okayed. 

(C). SW would be barred from 
showing standard motion pictures 
}in any of the 24 houses. 

(‘D). “Any theatre sub-licensed 
| by petitioner for the exhibition of 
| Cinerama pictures in which peti- 
jtioner received a percentage of 
|gross receipts or of net receipts 
| will be counted against the afore- 
| said 24 theatre limitation. If after 
| December 31, 1958, your petitioner 
| decides to continue granting sub- 
|licenses to exhibit, such  sub- 


licenses would be limited to a basis | 


|in which your petitioner does not 
|participate in the gross or net 
| receipts, the sub-licensee, and your 
| petitioner would be required to 
grant compulsory exhibition sub- 
| licenses to all applicants on a non- 
| discriminatory basis and for rea- 
sonable royalties.” 

Limitations on production are as 
follows: 

(a) SW can make no more than 
| 15 Cinerama films in the United 
| States and must end production by 
| Dec. 31, 1958. In each instance, 
SW would be permitted to produce 
standard versions of the Cinerama 
pix. 

‘b) Any Cinerama film produced 
i by SW or by a sub-licensee from 
which SW gets a percentage of the 
gross or net received by the sub- 


Continued from page 3 


SW-Cinerama | 











licensee will be counted against the 
15-picture limitation. 

(c) Any Cinerama picture pro- 
duced outside of the U. S. but dis- 
tributed by SW in the United 


| States will count against the limit- 


ation. 
Distribution limitations: 





restrictions | 
blessing of the | 


‘a) SW rights to distribute “This 
Is Cinerama,” or any of the other 
15 pix, terminates Dec. 31, 1960. 
All distribution rights must be 
transferred to some other organi- 
; zation with SW retaining “no con- 
trol whatsoever over the distribu- 
tion thereof, and the distributor 
| would be required to license each 
such Cinerama picture, theatre by 
theatre, on the merits, and without 
discrimination. Also in the event 
petitioner shares in the gross or 
net receipts from the distribution, 
the distributor would be required, 
upon request of an independent, to 
grant first refusal to an indepen- 
dent to exhibit the Cinerama pic- 
ture, if the independent is operat- 
ing a Cinerama process theatre in 
competition with the petitioner.” 

(b) SW is enjoined “at all times® 
from distributing standard pic 
versions of the 15 Cinerama films 
it is permitted to produce. It may 
not retain control of distribution 
of the standard versions. If SW 
shares the gross or net receipts of 
the distributor, indie competitors 
of SW houses shall have first re- 
fusal of these pictures. 











teemiemenell 





Tax Nick _ | 











the tax loophole, it’s figured that 
jthe indies will have a tough time 
| Setting top talent to make over- 
seas treks for picture-making. Uns 
,der the 18-month exemption sys- 
| tem, stars sought out producers to 
| convince them to launch foreign 
| projects. With the trail reverting to 
| Hollywood, the independent pro- 
| ducer will not be in a bargaining 
| position to compete with the ma- 
| jor studios. 
Indies also had other advantages 
‘in filming abroad. Not only could 
'they make use of blocked coin 
|through various deals, but subsi- 
|dized foreign coin was also avail- 
able. In addition, there were co- 
| production deals with European 
| filmites. 
| If there is a cut in foreign pro- 
duction, it’s felt that, except for 
the few established top indies, the 
|individualtype producer will be 4 
| Hollywood rarity. Except for those 
iwith an outstanding record ot 
success, it’s tough to get bank 
coin for indie efforts. 
Decrease in foreign production 
by indies, it’s noted, might be par- 
ticularly felt by United Artists 
whose releasing slate is consider- 
ably enhanced by the _ foreign- 


,made entries. 
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Clins From Film Row 


So i Ae tn tn tn tn tn tn tt A tn in in nn tn tn id 


NEW YORK 


Altec Service Corp. inked three- 
year service contract with 
Inc., covering more than 100 first- 


run houses. Deal closed by Altec’s 
L. D. Netter, Jr., while John 
Murphy and Gene Picker repped 
Loew’: 

James Boyle, field exploiteer 
back from a month in Texas where 
he helped balls orld preem of 
Universal lan from Alamo” at 
the Majestic, San Antonio, as well 
as launchin in five other Texas 
cite 

.: Bruce New ber Republic : 
sales chief, disclosed winners In 
the company’s 1953 Bonus Drive 
which covered the six-month 
stretch from Jan. 1 through June 


Los Angeles, 
headed by 
eman, 


30. First prize went to 
in the Coast division 
sales manager Francis Bat 


CHICAGO 


John Balaban returned from 
Washington where he helped to 
fight for theatre tax repeal 


Harold Stevens hosted exhibs 
and press at a preview of three 
new Paramount pix last week. 


National Assn. of Popcorn Manu- 
facturers holding national conven- 
tion here Oct. 11-14 

Rivoli in Danville, IIL, shuttered 
recently. with Rodd Lohrenz’ Kee 
Theatre, Kewanee, following. 


RCA demonstrated new 16m, 
3-D projector Friday (31). 

Cinerama preem Wednesday (29) 
attended by Louis B. Mayer, Cin- | 
erama exec; Fred Waller, its in- 
ventor; Robert Ware and Lester 
Isaacs 

Stark Theatre, Toulon, Ill., mov- 
ing to part-time operation, while 


Times of South Bend, Ind., re- 
turned to fuli-time setup. 

Radiant Screen purchased block 
of 500 seats to Cinerama for NAVA 
convention 


National Screen shipped out 650 | 


Korean Relief trailers of the 
ident’s personal appeal. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Oxboro, last availability nabe 
house with regular 25c. admission, 
fourth Twin Cities subsequent-run 
theatre to install 3-D equipment 
Initial offering 1s “Man in Dark.’ 

Harold Lundquist promoted by 
20th-Fox from northern Minnesota 
salesman to assistant to division 
manager M. A. Levy, 
Verne Skorey, recently transferred 
to Kansas City as assistant branch 
manager 

Ev. Seibel, United Paramount 
Theatres’ Northwest circuit ad-pub- 
licity head, fishing in northern 
Minnesota waters. 

“Limelight,” which did compara 
tive slow trade on its 
firstrun here, playing to big busi- 
ness in neighborhood arty houses. 


DALLAS 

Twin Drive-In opened at Ft. 
Worth by C. D. Leon. Jim Me- 
Quaid is manager. 

Rex Ochs named 
Texas Theatre for 
Theatres in 
here. 

Coolidge 


Pres- 


Manager of 
Rowley United 
suburban Oak Cliff 


Theatre at Coolidge 


opened by B. B. Hughes who pur-| 


chased the house from Ed New- 
man. 

C. O. Wise, general manager here 
fo Phil Isley Theatres, announced 
the circuit will open new 650-car 
capacity Red Bluff Road Drive-In 
at Houston soon. 

Anthony Todora, formerly 
urer of the Palace here, appointed 
manager of Tower Theatre 

The International Drive-In Thea- 
tre Owners convention will be held 
here Sept. 28-30. Ozoner opera- 
tions and problems will be aired 
at confab. 

A 13-week 


treas- 


amateur talent con- 
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succeeding | 


downtown | 
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test for prizes 
being staged at the 
tre, Paris 

J. Matranga of Houston has 
invented a new low-priced alumi- 
num screen suitable in all kinds of 
weather for both regular and 3-D 
pic at ozoners. 

Fred McHam took over as mana- 
ger of the State, Denison, Tex., for 
Interstate Theatres He was for- 
merly with Interstate at Tyler 

Jeff N. Hardin named manager 
of Tavlor Theatre, Big Lake, to 

icceed D. C. Swanxy, recently 
esigned Hardin was manager of 
Ford Theatre, Stanton. 

Delmo Pierce named manager of 
new El Charro Drive-In opened at 
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totaling $1,000 is 
Grand Thea- 


San Antonio by John H. Flache. 
R. A. Barron purchased Inde- 
pendent Theatre Supply Co., from 


his father who had established it 
in San Antonio in 1906. 


oT. LOUIS 


William A. Collins lighted his 
new ozoner between DeSoto and 
Hillsboro Mo. 

Dr. D. A. Squires, Fulton, Mo 
svndicate constructing a 
near Vandalia, Mo 


A new drive-in near Marion 


| Ky., began operation last week. It | 
is owned by B. G. 
| Rosenthal 


Moore, Dr. J. J 
and Tom Simmons. 

Clark Armentrout, manager of 
the Clark, Pittsfield, Ill., shuttered 
the house until facelifting is com- 
pleted. 

Andy Dietz, head 
terprises and Co-Operative 
tres, convalescing from major 
gery in a St Louls hospital. 


Thea- 
sur- 


| 
| PITTSBURGH 


George Saittis, partner-owner of 
Twin Hi-Way Drive-In, hospitalized | 
|at Allegheny General hospital after 
suffering heart attack. Saittis and | 
his family had driven to Erie, Pa., 
for a few days’ vacation, and he 
was stricken there 


Purchase price of Majestic Thea- 


tre in Johnstown was $76,000. 
Stanley Warner interests sold it to 
Lee Hospital, and house will be 


converted into hospital warehouse 
Pete DeFazio, former Warner 
salesman here and for last several 
years head of company’s Washing- 
ton, D. C., exchange, resigned. He 
lis brother of Sam DeFazio, of 
Harris Circuit managerial staff. 


PHILADELPHIA 


When Paramount previews its 
new film, “The Caddy,” here it will 
| also conduct a golf tournament for 


members of the Philadelphia Coun- | 
and} 


| try Club, sports” writers 
caddies, to help with the buildup. 

Sherwood Theatre closed. Wilson 
and Day were operating. 

The Main Line Drive-In at 
Devon, a W. W. Smith enterprise, 
| has opened. 
| The Morrisville Drive-In, Morris- 
ville, Pa., is expected to open soon. 
| Bob Baranoff is operating. 

Dave Law, who recently left WB 
to join Republic as a booker, going 
back to Warners as the office man- 
|ager, succeeds Edward O'Donnell, 
now city salesman. 


DES MOINES 


Howard A. Ross named manager 
of Des Moines branch of Allied 
Artists to succeed Wm. Johnson, 
resigned. Ross was with the The- 
| atres Candy Co. of Milwaukee, Wis. 
for four vears before joining Allied 
Artists in Omaha, Neb., three 
years ago. 

The Government filed $10,554 tax 
lien against S. A. Vogel, operator 
of the Rocket Theatre, which clos- 
ed last month. According to the 
lien, Vogel failed to turn over some 
admission tax coin and employee 
withholding taxes. Vogel bought 
the Rocket late in 1951 from Tri- 
States Theatre Corp. on a contract 
'and closed it because wasn't a pay- 
ing proposition, 











| _ 
DENVER 
| Robert Lotito, former manager 
of Aladdin and later city manager 
for Fox Inter-Mountain in Poca- 
tello, Idaho, named manager of 
the Denham here. Succeeds Al 
Lawter, who resigned because of 


| ill health, 

Al Brandon quit as United Art- 
ists salesman to open film booking 
| office. 

Harvey E. Gollogher, city 
ager for Fox Inter-Mountain Thea- 
tres, Canon City, Colo., moved 
‘here to manage the Bluebird for 
same company. Canon City job 
folded when M&M Theatres took 
over their houses there from Fox 


i Inter-Mountain, 


of Dietz En-| 


man- 


20th’s Dangling C’Scope 


4 Lure for 0’Seas Exhibs 


| The CinemaScope demonstrations 
‘abroad have put 20th-Fox in the 


odd position of dangling a b.o. lure | 


.»before the eyes of overseas exhibs, 
without actually 
them have it. 

Problem facing 20th Interna- 
tional prexy Murray Silverstone is 
that, where he has successfully 
whetted the European appetite for 


the 20th widescreen system, he 
also must play off between six and 
eight months of standard 2-D 
product. 


It's pointed out that 20th’s in- 
vestment in the remaining flat pix 
is very considerable. At the same 
time, it’s difficult to get exhibs to 
concentrate on these films when 
their eyes are already on the com- 
ing CinemaScope attractions. And 
once a house has played a Cinema- 
Scope pic, the switchback to con- 
ventional product is considered 
fastiie biz. 








— “Shift to Suburbs | 





| 
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American family units today have 
a real income of $3,000,000 to 
$10,000, against 29% in 1929.” 


Some film industry quarters 
maintain that distribs are particu- 
| larly affected, since the move away 
from the big cities would indicate 
important changes in the distribu- 
ition of income from large and 
small houses. This, they say, is im- 
portant in that it shows an ultimate 
need to rely on the smaller situa- 
i tions, to a larger extent, when it 
'comes recouping coin from pix 
i}made in the new and more ex- 
| pensive widescreen media. It 
ifurther reflects on the potential 
| see wide installation of 
| equipment. 

Situation the 
There is another’ school of 
thought which holds that, on the 
| bigger films at least, the situation 
is the same that it’s always been: 
One company statistician’s studies 
of the market recently established 
that 85° of the revenue from one 
|of the top pix came from only 
2.500 first-runs and that, on the 
overall, 5° of the bookings ac- 
count for about 40° of total in- 
come. On another big production, 
40°. of the bookings produced 90°; 
of the revenue. 

Trouble is that it's difficult to 
|} establish an overall average for a 
| full year’s product, due to the vary- 

ing appeal of releases. While no 
one pretends to write off the small- 
i town house, thinking of some dis- 
tribs continues along conventional 
| lines. There has lately evolved a 
growing feeling that the market 
has, perhaps, grown too big to be 
serviced economically, 

As one distrib exec put it: “With 
many of those small situations, it 
actually costs us money to service 
them.” As a result, some of the 
distribs aren't sharing exhibition's 
panic at the thought of 5,000 
houses closed and another 5,000 
allegedly operating in the red. 

As for the rise in individual in- 
come cited by Fortune, industryites 
are pondering the disproportionate 
drop in film income, with Ameri- 
cans spending $600,000,000 less at 
the b.o. this year than they did in 
1946, when the industry’s gross was 
$1,800,000,000. Significantly, the 
larger grossing houses have been 
harder hit than the smaller ones, 
the former's gross being off one- 
third since 1946, 


COMPO 


aoe CONtinued from page 3 
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en vam 
before it, in the event of a veto or 
likely veto, Coyne said he would 
get the assurance of Chairman 
Daniel Reed of the committee, that 
| the COMPO case, made last spring 
| before Ways & Means, will be in- 
corporated in the present hearings 
as well. 
ing the film theatre case up to 
date. will probably be submitted. 

“There is no reason,” explained 
Coyne, “for us to go in there again 
and present the whole case verbal- 
ly for a second time, They have a 
record of it.” 


appeals of operators of swimming 
pools, beaches, amusement parks, 
skating rinks and bowling alleys 


for relief from the 20°) admission 
bite. Tomorrow night spokesmen 
for legit and ballet will appear 


, before the committee, 


wanting to let) 


costly | 


In addition, a brief bring- | 

















‘cording to Rosensohn, would be 
$1.50, with 90c to $1 being a more 
‘likely figure in most situations. 

BOT exec said his outfit, by! 
| presenting many events, can come 
out on top 
footing . the 


loop bills. By main- 


for a single event, Rosensohn said 
BOT can amortize the cost over the 
period of a year. 

Exhibs, he pointed out 
be aided by the 
licity campaign. 
just prior to an event, company 
will send a man around to beat the 
drums. For the Notre Dame games, 
for example, tie-up will be made 


will also 


| 
|| Box Office w | 


Continued from page ? sam 





Magna Leases Buff. House 
Another 11 Months For 
Todd-AO Experiments 


Buffalo, Aug. 4. 
Regent Theatre, Maine-Utica 
nabe, has been leased for an addj- 


financially although | tional 11 months until July 1, '54. 


| by Magna Theatres ati for t 
taining the loop lines over an ex- | 
tended period instead of installing | 


|; American Optical Co. 


continuance of experimental runs 
of its new Todd-AO wide-angle 
projection being developed at 

local plan 


| Experiments which have been car- 


company’s pub- | 
Long before and |~ 
|few months 


| mitted. 


with local ND alumni associations | 


with local athletic 
groups. Bally drive will be han- 
dled by Lou Gerard, former film 
tradepaper reporter, who joined 
BOT this week as publicity-exploi- 
tation director. Gerard will leave 
next week on preliminary swing of 
cities with theatres having theatre- 
TV equipment. 

BOT kicks off its program Oct. 
17 with the Notre Dame-Pittsburgh 
game. Although ND has 
slated for Sept. 26 and Oct. 3, BOT 
chose the third game because the 
earlier contests might 


jas well as 





| While 


ried on in the theatre for the past 
have been especial! 
hush-hush, with only technical a: 
New York pic industry viewers ps 
AO lenses, deve loy € 
especially for the project, are re- 
ported being transported between 
factory and theatre under 
guard. 

Understood that AO is making 
both cameras and projectors for 
the system, which will require only 
one camera and one projector for 
making and exhibiting the film. 
technical details are not 


pol e 


| available, it is reported that camera 


| involves 


games | 


intricate arrangement of 
optical lenses developed by 
can Optical which will 


Ameri- 
produce 


| beth the single cameras and single 


with a late baseball pennant drive | 


or the World Series. 








SW- Cinerama | 


| ——— Continued from page 3} = 








Bros. consent decree to which SW 
| became a party when it acquired 
control of the WB Theatres. (See 
separate story.) 

Company will also set in motion 
plans for the launching of a pro- 
|; duction program. With 
Cinerama,” 
medium 
New 


runs in 
Los An- 


long 
and 


already in 
York, Detroit 


lowup film pronto. Talks have been 
held with a number of the majors, 
including Paramount, 
and Warner Bros., 
duction deal for 
Financial arrangements, it’s 
cated, would be a complicated one, 
since no company would undertake 
a film solely in the Cinerama proc- 
ess which, at the most, would have 
|a worldwide outlet of 50 theatres. 
Any production venture, it is 
| indicated, 
ing of a film both in 
and in 2-D. 
would be sold in territories beyond 
ithe area of Cinerama coverage. 


Art House Chain 


Continued from page 7 


regarding a pro- 


Cinerama 














spoke from tiie floor, commenting 
that British pix still suffered from 
prejudices acquired during the 
days of the quota quickies. He 
said the American public would 
support a good British film but 
that there are “few places where 
you can count on the success of 
British pictures.” He chararter- 
ized art house patrons as “the most 
discriminating and most treacher- 
ous of audiences.” 

In plugging for a realization on 
the part of indie exhibs to create 
specialized houses, Lewis suggested 
that it was a mistake to drop an 
occasional British pic into a con- 
tinuous program of westerns and 
action pix, “because it comes as a 
shock to the audience. They 
aren't prepared for it. What we 
need are showcases for mature 
pictures from everywhere.” 

Livingston made the point that 
one of the problems of reaching 
the mass market with a British 
film was the cost of exploitation 
and advertising. In some cases 
it runs so high, there are no dol- 
lars left to send back to Britain, 
he maintained. Question of British 
|; Pix on TV failed to elicit much 
response, 

It was suggested, however, 
| while British films carried 
|Siderable appeal for precisely the 
reason that they come from the 
“heart” of the nation, it would 
also be well for British producers 





homeland to capture a different 
kind of mood in a different kind 
of setting which might also appeal 
, to U. S. audiences. Panel con- 
sensus appeared to be that it 


would be a mistake for the Brtiish 
to ape Hollywood which, Knight! 
inevitably breeds flops. 


) observed, 


tion for amendment of the Warner | 


| locally. 


“This Is | 
the initial entry in the | 


Columbia | 


interfere | Projectors. 
| 


Filming of typical 
“live” tests is being carried on 
This week director Fred 
Zinnemann and cameraman Harry 
Stradling were in Buffalo shooting 
scenes for experimental showing, 
U. of Buffalo students and New 
York Conover models being used 


scenes for 


jas actors. 














L M-G’s ‘Main Street’ 


? ; j simultaneously failed to 
geles, SW realizes it needs a fol-| 








Continued from page 3 Qe 


tion theatre. Idea, however, broke 
down, and even the plan of open- 
ing the picture in the 22 cities 
material 
ize. 

Some names have 
road on behalf of the film, 


taken to the 
but the 


|effort has not been a coordinated 


a Cinerama film. | one 
indi- | ; 


would involve the shoot- | 


| 


The flat pix) 





that 
con- | 


: |to take their cameras 
Tonight Ways & Means heard outside their 


Faye Emerson visited Nash- 
ville and Memphis, Tom Ewell 
went down to Philadelphia for a 
day, Shirley Booth plugged the 
film on her way to Central City, 
Col. However, the bulk of the hin- 
terland activity has been carried 
by Herb Shriner, not a legit name, 
and Gloria Van Der Wheel, the 
poster girl of “Wish You Were 
Here.” 
Arthur 
Council, 


Schwartz, prexy of the 
got some mentions in for 


“Main St.” while out plugging 
Metro’s “The Band Wagon” with 
Dietz. Jose Ferrer got in some 


licks for the picture while in Dal- 
las for “Kiss Me Kate.” Despite 
these appearances, Metro’s argu- 
ment is that it has been set up in 
a haphazard manner without a co- 
ordinated plan to obtain the best 
results. 

Filmeries, in general, are burned 
at the Council for its efforts to 
knock down the industry's pitch 
for elimination of the 20° admis- 
sion tax. Theatre reps tried to de- 
feat the bill, unless the legit stage 
was included. Pixites noted that 
“Main St.,” a film being distribu- 
ted by a major company, had as its 
aim the building up of the legit 
stage and to increase interest in 
theatre in the hinterlands. 

Film industry argument is that, 
while. pixites particularly exhibs 
who needed the tax relief, were 
devoting their efforts to aid the 
stage, the Council was attempting 
to sabotage the industry’s tax bill. 

Metro’s investment in ‘Main St.’ 
is based on a $50,000 advance to 
the Council for help in building up 
legit and the cost of prints and ad- 
vertising for the picture. 


a 
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‘ABC STORY’--AN IN 





Daly's Daily Double 


John Daly’s status as both a TV administrator (he’s the new 
ABC veepee in charge of news, special events and public affairs) 
and as a performer (as emcee of the brace of CBS-TY panel shows 
“What's My Line” and “It’s News To Me”’) finds the trade in general 
doing some double takes and second guessing as to which facet 


of “Operations Daly” will outlive 


the other 


Basically, it’s known, the ABC administrative post finds Dalv 
returning to the particular segment of broadcasting (news and 
special events) that’s second nature to him and in which he earned 
his service stripes. But it’s the panel shows that bring him the 
real coin. It’s known, for_example, that Daly earns $1.000 weeklv 
from the TV version of “What's My Line” and another $1.000 
from the radio version. His contract on the show runs until 1957. 

Situation recalls the period a few years back when Ed Murrow 
relinquished his role as a commentator-analyst to veepee a desk 


job as a CBS administrator—at 


earned behind the mike or in front of a camera 


considerably less coin than he 
Murrow took it 


for a short while and turned in his veepee chevrons 


In the case of Daly, however, 


On the one hand he’s administrating at ABC 


the situation is more complex 
His role as performer 


is strictly as a CBS “baby”—for the network has a part ownership 
stake in both of the Goodson and Todman pane! shows 








All Quiet on NBC Front; Move To 
Put Owned-Operated House in Order 


The administrative 
at NBC simmered down to a 
siow walk this past week, with the 
‘all quiet” sign figuratively posted 
along the NBC corridors as the net- 
work personnel adopted a “wait 
and see” attitude. This Friday (7) 
marks the official withdrawal date 
for Frank White as prexy, with 
board chairman David Sarnoff fill- 
ing the breach. 

It's virtually certain now that, 
whoever and wherever he may be, 
the new president won't be named 
until the first of the year, with Sar- 
noff personally staying on top of 
the picture, and with William H. 
Fineshriber and John K. Herbert 
as the No. 1 man, respectively, in 
radio and television. Whatever the 
speculation, rumor and jockeying of 
names into the forefront (and it’s 
a cinch that it’ll mount in the five- 
month interval), Sarnoff himself re- 
mains undecided on who shall helm 
the split-up operation. 

Meanwhile, only activity in re- 
cent days has been in the owned- 
and-operated sector in an effort to 
put the o & o house in order. Ham- | 
ilton Shea, general manager of | 
WTAM (AM & TV) in Cleveland is | 
being brought into New York as 
successor to Ted Cott as general 


|Continued on page 38) 


WNBT Hour Rate 
At $4800 Peak 


WNBT, N. Y., is upping its rates 
effective Aug. 15. Last rate card 
issued November 1952. Ernest de 
la Ossa, station manager, made the 
announcement, noting an increase 
't 409,000 televi:¥on families in the 
metropolitan area. 

Major changes in station time 
rates were the creation of Class AA 
i and upping of Class B and C 
ALES, 

Class AA time (10:30-11 p.m. | 
daily, and 6-7:30 p.m. Sunday) calls | 
tor $4,800 (one hour), $2,800 (half | 
hour), $1,920 (15 minutes), $1,680 


(10 minutes), and $1,200 (five | 
minutes), 











Rates for Class A time, now 
reduced to 7-7:30 p.m. Monday 
‘irough Saturday, remain the | 
Same: $4,250 (an hour), $2,550 | 


hs alf hour), $1,700 (15 minutes), | 
>!.487.50 (10 minutes) and $1,062.50 
e minutes). 


(Class B time rates are now 
$2 ‘O0 (hour), $1,650 (half hour), 
>'.100 (15 minutes), $962.50 (10 
Minutes) and $687.50 (five minutes). 

Class C time rates have been 
upped to $1,850 (hour), $1.110 
gin «our, $740 (15 minutes), 
»947.50 (10 minutes), and $462.50 
‘hve minutaes), 

7 anges in station break rates 
-. e the upping of Class AA time 
‘rom $875 to $975 (for 20 seconds) 
and from $400 to $500 (for 10 sec- 


ra 'S' and increase of Class D 20- 
Se 


overhaul¢ 


ond rates from $150 to $200. i 


‘Bride & Groom’s’ SRO 


Toni, by picking up this week the 
tab for the Tuesday and Thursday 
airings of “Bride and Groom,” has 
sold out the CBS-TV strip show (12 
noon to 1 p.m.). Other three days 
of the show are backed by General 
Mills. 


Program is a Masterson, Reddy | 


and Nelson package. Toni agency 
is Leo Burnett 


Radio Affiliates, 
NBC Set Sept. 17 
For Big Blowoff 


The “big blowoff” between NBC 
and its radio affiliates has been set 
for Sept. 17. The affiliates’ execu- 


'tive committee headed by Robert 


D. Swezey, of WDSU, New Orleans, 
which was officially designated at 
last week's Chicago meeting to map 
a plan of action, got together with 
NBC board chairman-prexy David 
Sarnoff and other NBC Radio top- 
pers in New York last Thursday 
(30)-for a tentative airing of griev- 
ances and for a kickaround of the 
major issues at stake. They de- 
cided on another executive huddle 
on Sept. 1 prior to the all-affiliate 
conclave at the Drake Hotel in Chi 
Sept. 17. 


Meanwhile letters have gone out | 


to the NBC affiliates apprising 
them of the four-hour chinfest with 


‘Sarnoff & Co. last Thursday and 
ito put ina bid for a Chi attend- 


ance not only on a management 
level but an ownership level as 
well 

Although Thursday's was a 
closed session, this much is known. 
It was a frank, laving-the-cards-on- 
the-table powwow. Whatever the 
gripes of the affiliates at large, the 
executive committee as a body was 

Continued on page 38) 





BUG THREE'T 
TATUS ASSURE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


A several-months-later reap 
praisal of the “ABC Story” undet 
{the managerial reins of Three 
| Bobs And The Boss (Kintne: 
|O'Brien, Weitman and Leonard 
| Goldenson), now that the papers 
;}on the ABC-UPT merger are al 
some 




















ready beginning to collect 
dust, indicates that the official Sep 
|} tember teeoff will find the “New 
| ABC” television operation meriting 
| consideration as a serious NBC 
| CBS rival. As a matter of fact, it 
}was already established a_ few 
| weeks back when ABC-TV was 
given the nod over NBC for the 
lucrative U. S. Steel billings 
A few more deals like the Ame: 
ican Tobacco-U. S. Steel-duPont 
move-in with Danny Thomas, the 
| Theatre Guild dramatics and ‘'Cav- 
alcade of America,” to vest the 
Tuesday night roster with major 
league program ammunition, and 
it’s a cinch that ABC will entrench 
itself as one of the “Big Three” 
in the video network sweepstakes 
Last year and the year before it 
was low tide all the way for ABC 
lots of debts and few sponsors 
a far cry from the days back in 
48 when ABC was slugging it out 
for the No. 2 radio spot with CBS 
(before the Paley Comet altered 
the whole broadcasting picture.) 
Still Lots of Gaps 
There's plenty of tough sledding 
ahead for ABC. Monday night, for 
example, is strictly a sustaining ‘TV 
island, with the exception of the 
| Duffyv-Mott sponsorship of “Jamie” 
in the 7:30 period Wednesday 
night, likewise, is n.g., with only 
American Chicle bankrolling ol 
“Date With Judy” (also at 7:30) to 
punctuate an otherwise wide open 


sustaining gap. There are recurring , 


reports, too, of an inevitable de 
mise of the “old administrative 
guard” at ABC, with the rumors 
probably becoming intensified b 
mid-August when prexy Robert 
Kintner sails for a several weeks’ 
vacation in Europe, which, in turn 
will probably spark a “here we go 
again” analogy to the Frank White 
situation at NBC, 

But over and above the fact that 
Kintner has a longterm contract 
and strictly aside from the fact 
that the $30,000,000 “inheritance” 
| from the UPT merger provided the 
incentive for the “big push,” the 
moveup of ABC into a “Big Three" 
status among networks stems large- 
ly from the Kintner flash plays and 
concepts in the three major areas 
of (1) talent deals; (2) sales; (3 
station clearances. 

If Kintner is back in Septembet 
—and the ABC command says it's 
an established fact he'l] be back 
for a longtime stake in “Operation 
ABC”’—it’s acknowledged around 
the web that the prexy was a key 
factor in the “BBD&O monopoly” 
of Tuesday night on ABC-TY. For it 
was when Ben Duffy, the agenc: 
prexy, put the seal on the Kintne 
capture of the American Tobacco 
billings for Danny Thomas; U. S 
‘Steel for the alternate-week hou 
dramatics. and the duPont-spon- 
sored “Cavalcade of America” 


(Continued on page 34) 


TV Programming —The 


Perhaps one of the most illumi- 
nating chapters in the competitive 
TV network race centers around 


ithe “Firestone Story” and how it 
'has not only put NBC behind the 


Monday night eight-ball ‘or to be 
more exact the Lucille at 9 Ball), 
but has already cost NBC several 
million dollars in trying to combat 
the rival CBS Arthur Godfrey—‘'l 
Love Lucy” superdreadnaught. 
“Voice of Firestone” is the 8:30 
to 9 pm. Monday NBC attraction. 
It's been that way for perhaps a 
score otf NBC would do 
nothing to disturb 1! Monday 
night radio musical cont nuity, or 
those lucrative Firestone billings 
Then along came TV. Firestone 


5 ears 


established an immediate stake, 
same time, same network, result- 
ing in its present simulcast. 
CBS-TV put in Arthur Godfrey's 
Talent Scouts as the opposition 
show, also a simulcast. Godfrey 
went to the head of the Nielsen 
class. Two years ago CBS followed 
Godfrey with “I Love Lucy” at 9 
with “Lucy” grabbing off the No 
1 rating laurels, Godfrey going 
into the No. 2 spot and Monday 
night on CBS-TV becoming to tele- 


vision what “Oklahoma” and 
“South Pacific” were to Broad- 
way. 

For NBC-TV, Monday © night 


has been strictly an also-ran affais 
There isn't a client in sight who 
will touch the opposite “Lucy” 
spot at 9, even with the show 


TERIM REPORT 





ap 


Cott's ‘Party Line Concept’ Initial 
Step to Reinvigorate NBC Radio 


White’s Fishin’ Hiatus 
Frank White, who bows out 
of the NBC prexy spot this 
ee on medicos’ orders, is 
leaving the = city for five 
s of fishing and resting 
\ major industry figure last 


month 


week approached CBS) with 
the suggestion that) perhaps 
White might once more fit into 
the Columbia organization 


(White formerly was an office: 
of the company and prexy of 
Columbia Records before go 


ing to Mutual as president.) 
However a top CBS spoke 
mar ivs that CBS will “stand 


pat’ on its present lop man 
agement team 


' 
the net 





NBC-TV Affiliates: 


‘What About Those 
Daytime Clients?” 


With NBC-TV now committed to 
a $3,000,000) splurge in 


programming and with most of the 


Morning 


entries now installed on the video 


cable some of the network affiliates 
are still asking: “What about those 
daytime sales we've been) prom 
ised” 


Actually it’s only a few week 
since Charles Bud) Barrys pro 
gramming department started fil 
ing the morning slots with poten 
tially promising stanzas designed 
to eliminate the mounting squawh 
from affiliates who had beet 
obliged to shitt for themselves in 
filling the segments. Thu (slamour 
Girl Hawkins Falls” and Phe 
Bennett scrial preemed a= fev 
weel back, with two additional 
serials this week rounding out the 
pre-noon schedule. However, with 
the exception of the early-morning 
“Today” and “Ding Dong School” 
everything's doing sustaining duty, 
despite the fact that network sale 
men are soliciting like mad. 

The ambitious noontime “Home” 
(magazine of the air) TV show is 
on the upcoming agenda, but fee! 
ing is that it won't go on unle 
there is client interest in advance 


JESSEL’S 2 SPONSORS 
FOR ABC-TV SERIES 


George Jessel has picked up a 
econd client for his new Sunday 
evening at 6:30 half-hour 
on ABC-TV, which starts Sept. 6 
Sharing the tab on an alternate 
week basis will be Gem-Ex Wrist 
Band, which starts bankrolling on 
Sept. 13 

Initial deal for the Jessel show 
was pacted by Rol-Rite B-B Pen 
Co. (in which Jessel has a part 
nership stake). 


Hlard Way 


thrown in for free, and it’s esti 
mated that the network has pout 
ed in excess of $2,500,000 into su 
taining the period 

Only a few weeks back NBC wa 
bidding hot and heavy for the U.S 
Steel biz and its upcoming $40,000 
alternate-week dramatic series 
but by then its was too late. Even 
“Firestone,” perhaps as an expres- 
sion for the longtime loyalty 
shown by NBC, was willing to pre- 
empt the period on alternate 
wecks to make room for an 8 to 9 
showcasing of the drama series 
but U. S. Stee] wasn't taking any 
chances in bucking “Godfrey” and 
its lead-in to the “Lucy” show 

The damage had already been 
done. U. S. Steel went to ABC-TV 
instead. 


serie 


‘a mid-October 


First step of NBC Radio since 
the net's AM-TV split will be “to 
reinvigorate radio at the 'rASS 
root level,’ savs Ted Cott, NEB¢ 
Radio operating vice president 


Wav to do that, Cott say ig 
to take advantage of radio's great 
est assets, flexibilitv and ability to 


move around so that it can be in 
several places at the same time. 

roo often a broadcast has come 
out of one studio, in New York, savy, 
when it could have been hopping 
around the countrys Cott savs he 
wants to recruit the affiliates, of 
which there are more than 200, 
as partners in creativity.” 

So the veep ha set up a 
Party Line concept for NBC 
Radio, in which the affillates wall 
be more and more contributors to 
programs rather than 
outlets that plug in a show origi- 
nated 
Cott has itn mind, for 
1 panel show on which the panel- 
ists will not all be tocether in one 
studio Instead one mieht be in 
New York, another in Chicago, 
and others on the Coast and else- 
where. In this way, the afliliates 
will not omly be sharing in the 
program but radio will be demon- 
trating, vividly and once avatin, 
that it can skip over the country 
willin the wink of an eve 

Six Cities-Six Audiences 

On audience participation shows, 
for example, Cott says, there's no 
necd for all the contestants to be 
in one studio while listenes all 
over the country are merely. lis- 


somewhere else 
Instance 


tener and not participant: Ile 
plans to put on an audience parti- 
cipation show in which six audi- 
ences in six ditfierent cilies take 
part in the quizzing and the shai 
in’ otf loot 


In the news ficld, too, Cott plans 
to spread out rather than funnel 


Continued on page 34 


Les Harris D'ckers 
Schubert Partner 


Leslie Harri who recently left 
hi pot a AM-TYV. director for 
Colgate in a yen for more show biz 
creativily, is this week nego tinting 
to become partnhes and veeper with 
Bernard = Schubert Productions, 
N. Y. and L. A The deal is ex- 
pected to be finalized by the end 
of this week 

Aimong the shows packaged by 
Schubert are “Topper,” the vidfilm 
cries which will be sponsored by 
Came's on CBS-TV this fatl: Col- 
gate’s “Mr. and Mrs. North; Lucky 
Strike’s “The Falcon” on Mutual; 
“Blind Date” on DuMont; Phillips 
H. ford’s creations, “Mr. District 
Attorney,” “Counter Spy" and 
“Gang Busters.” The packaver will 
also hoot a new vidfilm series, 
“International Theatre.’ abroad 
this year. 


MAY CUT ‘ADVENTURE’ 
TO WOO SPONSORS 


CbS-TV is mulling the cutting 
of its Adventure” program = (in 
cooperation with the Museum. of 
Natural History) from an hour to 
half an hour. Trimming is expected 
to take place Aug. 30, when show 
will be seen from 6:20 to 7 (it’s 
now 6 to 7 pm. Sundays). In Oc- 
tober, the half-hour show moves 
to the new Sunday time of 3:30 
to 4 p.m 

Show to fill in from 6 to 6:30 
pm Sundays hasn't vet been de 


cided 

Major reason for th icing, it’s 
understood, is to make ! package 
more attractive to client “who've 
been nixing the hour version main- 
ly on the basis of length Among 
the bankrolle who were In- 


terested are Socony and Monsanto, 
with latter now seriously consider- 
ing the net's half-hour educational 
film serie The Search,” for spon- 
sorship. “Search,” a series of looks 
at university projects, is set for 
debut. 
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TV Frustrations’ Pile Up as Legal 


Actions Reach 


Legal beagles are finding a¢ 


happy hunting ground in thie te le- | 


vision industry. Lately, it seems, 


evervone in the biz is either a 
plaintiff or a defendant, or prepar- 
ing to be one. 

Stepped-up action in the courts 
tradesters \ is symptomatic of 
the hopped-up jitters the industry 
lives b But the tempo has in- 
creased, and the frustration 
piling up, so thet more ‘and more 
argumeci > winding up betore 
that court of last resort bal 
law 

It was no surprise last week that 
Bob Hilliard. for instance, was so 
het up zt Steve Allen’s kiddingly 


- 


And Still They Come 


Hollywood, Aup. 4 

Telefilm thesp Ted Hecht 
hag filed suit for $125,000 dam- 
ages in Superior Court against 
Frank Wisbar Productions for 
injuries received while mak- 
ing ‘Top. Kick,” vidfilm = in 
“Fireside Theatre” series 

He says he was hired for a 
speaking role but when he it 
called for him to be dragged 
from a jeep and pummeled, he 
suggested a stuntman. Over- 
ruled, he went through the 
part and was severely bruised 
and permanently injured. He 


Stepped-Up Tempo 


M. of 0.’s Godfrey Buy 


Mutual of Omaha is a new simul- 
cast sponsor of “Arthur Godfrey 
Time,” beginning this week alter- 
nating with Kleenex in the opening 
quarter - hour period Mondays 
through Thursdays 

Agency is Bozell and Jacobs. 





 Maior Expansions 


Set By Rockhill 


Staff and programming expan- 
sions have been set by Stanley 
Wolf, prexy of Rockhill Produc- 


i tions, currently involved in “Space 


Cadets,” which returns to TV as 


| DuMont attraction under Interna- | 


tional Shoe sponsorship on Aug. 
29: the filmed “Jetfighter” series; 
and the “Faith For Today” ABC 
Sunday series. 

Opening of Hollywood offices | 
this fall will cue accent on filmed 


| programming, with several pack- 


ages on the immediate agenda. 


| Donald A. Davis, former veepee of | 
Jaffe agency, has joined Rockhill | 


as sales manager in charge of cre- 
ative development of properties, 


}and Walter Colms, former prexy 
claims he is unable to work } 


of Encyclopedia Britannica Films 


since, and wants $125,000, plus | and exec producer of Republic Pic- 


medical expenses. 


= - a - a 





solemn recital of the lyrics of “Be 
My Life's Companion” on his late 
WNBT, N.Y., show, that the song- 
writer readied to institute suit. | 

This was only one of the latest | 
instances that have made Frank 
Loesser’s “Guys and Dgfils” tune, | 
“Sue Me,” one of the most popular 
songs in the tele industry today. | 

CBS-T\ 's “Pentagon Confiden- | 
tial,’ which debuts tomorrow 
(Thurs.) is a prime sample of legal | 
activity. | 

Action has been started on a 
$100,000 suit by Alan Nicholl, who | 
claims he submitted the “Penta- | 


gon” idea to the net a year ago. | 


In addition, Jack Lait & Lee Morti- 
mer, authors of a series of “Con- 
(Continued on page 34) 


Frank Samuels’ Key 
CBS-TY Coast Job 


“Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Frank Samuels, who recentiy re- 
signed from the William Morris 


an ABC ¢iivision veepee, has been 


named Coust head of television | 
network sales for CBS in a three- | 


way realignment of western divi- 
sion sales operation. Resignation 
of King Horton as division head 
of both radio and television net- 
work sales created two openings in 
the company whose policy is sep- 
aration of radio and tele. Bob 
Reitze), formerly with CBS spot 
sales in San Francisco and now on 
the CBS sales staff in New York, 


is being transferred to Hollywood | 


to handle radio sales. 

Samuels, who'll be based in Hol- 
lywood to handle tele sales in 11 
western states, has had a long ca- 
reer in radio and tele sales dating 
back to Omaha where he worked 
with Don Searle. When latter went 


to the Coast, he brought Samuels | 
with him as sales manager. Sam-} 
as di- 


uels later succeeded Searles 
vision head. 

Horton, who has been with CBS 
since 1936, moved here from New 
York two and a half years ago to 
head radio and tele network sales. 
He's forming a partnership with 
George Foley for packaging and 
filming of shows for video and the- | 
atrical release, 


LITTLEJOHN TO JOIN 
JOHN DALY AT ABC: 


Fritz Littlejohn, managing edi- | 
tor of CBS-TV news, is reportedly | 
set to switch to the new ABC-TV 
rews operations, topped by the re- 
cently appointed veep John Daly. 

Littlejohn its expected to be 
Daly’s right hand man or chief of 
staff in the news, special events 
and publie afiairs operation. 


| ball Ine., 


tures, has been elected to board of | 


directors of the radio-TV packag- 
ing firm. Allen Ducovny,' ex- 


Kenyon & Eckhardt, is exec pro-| 


ducer for Rockhill on both “Space 

Cadets” and 

Hudes has also joined operation. 
On upcoming agenda are a 


Thomas Mitchell series, “Papa 
Was a Preacher” and a “Blessed 
Event” series, 





CBS-TY Pacts 3-Year 


Deal for Kid Baseball 
World Championships 


In an exclusive deal between 
CBS-TV and Little League Base- 
the Little League world 
(championship games ‘for kids 12 
!vears old and under) will be tele- 
| vised by the net for three years. 

This year’s final will be held at 

Williamsport, Pa., Aug. 28. It’s un- | 
derstood this year’s echamplonship 
| will be filmed, with the two others 
| skedded for “live” broadeast. 
WCBS-TY, the net’s N.Y. flag- 
| ship, will telecast the League's 
| regional playoffs, from 3 p.m. to 
'end of game, at Rockville Center, 
| L. £., Aug. 22. Local station, which 


| has been carrying a Little League. 
Agency and who prior to that was | program on Saturday mornings,| Station is run by 


lhad the option to carry the| 
regional playoffs ‘deciding the | 
best team of New York, Maine, 
| Vermont, New 
parts of Canada) or the sectional 
| playoffs a week earlier at Massa- 
| pe qua, L. I. Latter area was nixed | 


jas too difficult for remote broad- | 


casting. 
| The WCBS-TV regional playoffs 


will be live, with Jim McKay and} 


{Tommy Henrich doing the com- 
; mentary. Show is sustaining. 


‘WELCOME TRAVELERS’ 
AM’ER FATE DEBATED 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Chief interests involved in NBC's | 
“Welcome Travelers” show, Biow | 
agency, Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample 
agency, and sponsoring Procter & 
| Gamble Co., are in a huddle, the 
results of which may decide the) 
fate of the radio version of the 
show. 

Originally entertaining the idea | 
of simuleasting each day. latest | 
proposal offered by Dancer- — 
gerald-Sample seems _ to 
gained the favor of the Ay, or- 
| ganizations involved. Plan would 
|be to make tapes from the inter- 








‘view portion of the video version | 


and adding radio opening, close 
and commercials. 

While obviously a time and 
money saver it is also felt that the 
net result will be a better radio 
| production since a team of five 
| writers would be able to devote all 
their time to one show. 
the broadcasts would not be 
changed, with AM version still a 
morning entry and the TV show 
iskedded for afternoon viewing. 


“Jetfighter.” Ted | 


Hampshire and} 


Time of! 























JIMMY NELSON 


DANNY O’'DAY AND 
HUMPHREY HIGSBYE 
PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 
LOUIS W. COHAN 
1776 Broadway, N. Y. 


UHF Penetration 








- Surveyed by ARB 


Specter of UHF television tak- 
| ing a road other than that founded 
| by VHF—in the manner that FM 
deviated from AM—seems to have 
| vanished, according to the Ameri- 
; can Research Bureau's second sur- 
| vey of communities with UHF and 
VHF signals available. 

First ARB study, issued in April, 
covered 11 cities. Second study, re- 
| leased in July, covers 32 markets 
| which have 34 UHF stations ‘but 
| does not include exclusively UHF 
| cities like Portland), 
| Median UHF penetration of TV 
| homes in the 32 markets is 46.4% 

(in the average market covered, 
|}the UHF station was on the air 
only three months). 

Rapid growth of UHF acceptance 
is indicated by a breakdown of 
| length of time stations have been 
jon the air. UHF stations which 
| sti arted in May and June, and thus 

were on the air less than two 
|months, have a 37.1% median 
penetration in the cities measured 
UHF stations which started March 
land April (on air two-three months) 
Continued on page 38) 


KOWH’s Omaha Nitelife 
‘Expose’ Backfires On 
Brewery-Owned Station 


Omaha, Aug. 4. 

KOWH's “expose” of Omaha 
‘gambling and after-hours drinking 
spots has reportedly backfired. 
Todd Storz, of 
the Storz brewery family. It 
'would now appear that the beer 
| firm rather than the gamblers took 
it on the chin. 
| Talk along theatre row indicates 
| local bonifaces and bartenders, un- 
happy over the “expose,” got to- 
gether and now its difficult to get 
a cold bottle of Storz at an Omaha 
| bar. 
KOWH's “expose” griped this 
|group, it’s said, because  after- 
, hours spots were the only places 
{most bartenders could go after 
|they got off work. They did a 
burn at the manner announcer 
Don Loughnane got his “story.’ 
It’s claimed he attended these spots 
at least a couple of vears and also 
| did quite a bit of gambling. 

Meanwhile, the Capri ‘‘steak 
| house,”” which was cited by KOWH 
as housing a big dice game, is tak- 
ing out big food ads in the paper. 
| And the City Fathers are un- 
doubtedly happy the “expose” 
story has been practically forgot- 
ten about town. 


-| Zinn Arthur to Direct 
i Bartell TV Operations 


Zinn Arthur has been named 
television director for the Bartell 
Broadcasting Co., which operates 
'a chain of radio stations and will 
preem its first video operation in 
September. First tele venture will } 
/be WOKY-TV, Milwaukee, which 
will operate on the UHF channel! 


} 
} 














Milwaukee, Sept. 1. He had pro-| 
duced tele films with Jerry Bartell, | 
chain's prexy. in the past 

Arthur, former bandleader, is a, 
‘freelance writer and photographer. 


19. Arthur is slated to report to| 


TV Vigilantes Say Objectionable Kid 
Shows Still Outweigh Good Ones 


] 426,400 Chi TV Sets os Angeles, Aug. 4 





Evaluation Committee of the N le 
tional Asscciation for Better R, 
and Television, with headquart 








Chicago, Aug. 4. reel in L ted 
BO, i os A ymitt 
Latest tabulation of television | jts third s Angeles, has subm oe 
receivers installed and in use in| dren’s radio and tele wen : 
Hos — pte tag end jump of 0 | Monitoring byt done during . 
rst we N 
With an increase of 253,552 sets | ee sls Home pl childrer 
py _ year, total now stands | grams, committee reported, | 
at 1,426, , | creased in the case of tel: 
‘ ; hours) on the seven L. A. sta! 
9 | but has decreased again 
§ 00m 1Z ;case of AM (1712 hours) 
eight radio stations. 
| Two of the last year's best 
| grams, committee noted, ar 
i ar ei p0 S } ing this year—‘Mr. I. Maginat ’ 
(tele) and “Big Jon and Sparky” 
., | (radio). 
_ Less than seven days after it In tele this year, there \cve 
signed to telecast highlights of | more “excellent” and “good” pro. 
Madison Square Garden sports last | 8fams (22%2 hours) but they were 


still out-totaled by “objectionah|,..” 
and “most objectionable” programs 
(mostly stressing crime and 
lence), which came to 271% hours. 

KNBH (NBC-TV), committee 


Tuesday (28), WPIX, N. Y., sold 
not only one quarter of the entire 
package, but also all of the ad- 
jacencies surrounding each event 
plus station ID's within the sched-| ported, provides the most 
ule. gramming for children, with seven 
| Within 24 hours after WPIX gen-! of the nine “excellent” hours tele. 
|eral manager had inked with Gar-| cast by this station. Commitice 
den veepee Ned Irish, Piel’s Beer | considers “Ding Dong Schoo!” the 
(via Young & Rubicam) bought | year’s outstanding achievement in 
one quarter of the 50 sports events | children’s programming, and wel- 
fer the 1953-54 season, which in-| comes “with special enthusiasm” 
cludes two dog shows, 19 pro hock-|the announcement of the Ford 
ey games starring the N. Y. Rang-| Foundation children’s “Omnib\<«" 
ers, three horse shows, 18 N. Y.|in the fall. 
Knickerbockers basketball games| “Probably the most startling 
and eight Ranger-Knickerbocker | fact pointed up by our study.” 
playoffs. committee said, “is the alarming 
Bristol Myers (via Doherty, Clif-| failure of the film industry to pro- 
ford, Steers & Shenfield) then/ vide television programs which 
bought the entire 20-second spot | meet fundamental standards of ac- 


leC« 














package around the schedule, plus | ceptability for child audiences. [n 
150 10-second announcements for | general there is an amazing cone 
age of adjacency announcements, | but one of the 22 ‘objectionable’ 
with 100 10-second ID's for Bromo-| and ‘most obiectionable’ programs 
the 22 ‘excellent’ and ‘good’ pro- 
grams are ‘live’ telecasts! 
° ‘ne: ’ 
Station for ‘Discards’ | {i.?2 Brgetams jn the ‘object on 
] classifications were produced on 
In WDTV S Overflow film specifically for television dis- 
Mt 5 available to new TV stations as 
operation here, WKJF-TV on) they open throughout the country. 
tt} ibility for the content of their 
become a parttime although not a sponsibi ; 
basic affiliate entirely of the net- Programs, acquire courage to re- 
on Channel 2, which has been car- 6 
rying part of NBC last few years, 
will get first choice of web’s pro- a C on li 
grams. What DuMont o. and o. 
Same things been arranged be- 
tween WENS, another UHFer here 
Several CBS shows have long been Senate-passed Hickenlooper 51/1 
carried by WDTV and what that | te create an International Telecom- 
ate of ABC-TV. strengthen the “Voice of America” 
failed to get action by the House as 
HEALING WATERS SETS endar for action-next session. 


Vitalis. Grove Laboratories (via | trast between the quality of ‘live' 
Gardner) purchased the final pack-/| programs and film programs “Al 
Quinine, are primarily film presentations! 
On the other hand, all but one of 
9 - e 
NBC’s Parttime Pi 
a tt € tt “It is significant that 14 out of 
the 22 programs in the ‘objection- 
Pittsburgh. Aug. 4. tribution. These prograins are pre- 
First UHF station to go into served for re-distribution and are 
Channel 53, has worked out a deal} We strongly suggest that broad- 
with NBC whereby local outfit will | C4Sters, who have the primary re- 
a wan Sa t ject programs for children which 
work. The way it’s been set, = . < ” 
WDTV, so far town’s only VHFer use crime as their basic theme. 
operation doesn't want, WKJF-TV 
same Transoceanic TV 
which expects to begin telecasting : 
the end of this month, and CBS. Washington, Aug. 4 
station doesn’t pick up, WBNS can| ™unications Commission to study 
have. Latter will be a basic affili- | POSSibilities of using TV abroad to 
Congress adjourned last nigit. 
The measure is on the House ¢a'- 
ABC RELIGIOSO SERIES! senate’Foreign Relations. Com 
Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 
Healing Waters, Inc., has inked tee, bill directed a nine-member 





la 52-week contract to bankroll | CO™mission to study the feasibility 


every Sunday beginning Oct. 4, 3- of transoceanic TV by mo ge = 
3:30 p.m., a series of broadcasts | Microwave relays and coaxial cable. 
over 236 ABC-Radio stations fea-| However, when the measure 
turing the evangclistic healer, Rev. | "eached the Senate floor it was 
Oral Roberts. amended to restrict inquiry into 
Dr. Roberts, editor of America’s | US¢ of TV for strengthening (he 
Healing Magazine ‘circ. 200,000 U. S. overseas information pro 
monthly), is founder of the Heal- | 87@™- ; ——- 
ing Waters movement and pro- In recommending the bill. bse 
ducer -of a 94-minute 16m color | House Foreign Affairs Committee 
film, “Venture Into Faith.” His | S¥™marized provisions as directing 
show will consist of several gos- | # nine-member commission “to rod 
pel quartet numbers, a period | #™ine and study the subject o! a 
called “testimony time,” during ternational telecommunications vst 
which letters from listeners are | ‘9 Teport and recommend to (16 
read, and his sermon on applica- | COM8tess agreements, polic a aha 
tion of divine healing. measures which will encourag 
development and effective use © 
NBC Tand S this media in fostering cooperat'n 
andem Sponsor and mutual understanding amoné 
Coleman Co. (heating 
ances) is the first sponsor to buy 


appli- | the free nations of the world.” 
The committee report said | 

| into the NBC radio tandem plan | ‘ ‘it is now believed feasible ! 
for this fall. | an engineering standpoint to 
Tandem begins Sept. 15 with| the U. S. with the other parts © 
Barry Craig (8:30 p.m. on Tues-}the world by communicatic’ 











ws 


days), followed by Eddie Cantor! which could be used for TV 4s 

(9:30 p.m. on Thursdays) and “The | as other types of instantan¢ 
starring Jimm Stew-| communications and that “°‘ 
supplement existing facilities. 


SAR = 


Six Shooter,” 
‘art (9:30 p.m. on Sundays). 
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~ (BS-TV’s 656 Lead Over NBC.TV 


Second-quarter figures for CBS-TV and NBC-TV 
by Publishers Information Bureau reveal what all the 


as compiled 
shooting’s 


sbout in the current hot-and-heavy jockeying for topdog status in 


the competitive network battle. 
PIB figures for the April to 
billings totalling $22,791,691, 


competitor by $65,000, 
feuding. 
726,320 represents but a 16.2% 


NBC-TV. 
it’s $7, 249,395. 


representing a 37.0 
the same three-month period last year. NBC-TY 
indicating the nip-and-tuck 
However, NBC-TV’s three-month billings figure of $22 - 
hike over '52 
June PIB estimates give CBS-TV a $150,000 


June, '53, period show CBS-TV 
increase over 
trails its chief 
aspect of the 


advantage over 


Columbia figure for the month is $7,399,078. For NBC 








NBC’s ‘Who, Me?’ on Pulling Norfolk 
Strings in Bid for UHF Supremacy 


Seldom has interest snowballed¢——————————‘——_ 


t e degree generated by NBC 
in its “Operations UHF” in Nor- 
fo 1k in the wake of the WTAR-TV 
switchover to CBS. 

It's almost axiomatic now that 
whenever a group of NBC affiliate 
managers get together—as_ they 
did, for example, in Chicago last 
week—the first question popped 
to an NBC rep is: “Tell us about 
Norfolk.” Network station rela- 
tions dept. this week got a letter 
from a Kansas station operator 
who wrote: “Tell me everything 
you can about Norfolk.” 

There’s no doubt that NBC has 
created widespread industry ex- 


) 


citement in its first major UHF 
test of pitting the still untried 
WVEC-TV with Campbell Arnoux’s 


VTAR-TV “monopoly” _ station. 
NBC is shootings for a 50,000 set 

conversion. WTAR  has_ 185,000 

homes riding along with VHF. But 
NBC has effected a switchover of 

every single client—without a 
ngle exception. 

NBC brands as “specious” and 
“unwarranted” the allegation filed 
with the FCC by WTAR that the 
network has incurred “extraordi- 
nary expenses” in making Norfolk 
UHF conscious, or that the net- 
work is suspect in pulling the 
WVEC-TV strings. “It looks to us,” 
said one NBC exec “that Camp- 
bell Arnoux and WTAR are just 
beginning to get a little bit fright- 
ened.” Refuting claims that NBC 
1s spending $175,000 in Norfolk 
papers to publicize the advent of 
UHPF, one web spokesman said: 

“The amount won't exceed $50,000, 
and even of that amount the sta- 
tion is spending a considerable 
portion of it.” 

To claims by WTAR that } 


(Continued on page 34) 


WVEC-TV Sez WTAR-TV 


Sore Because Norfolk 


NBC is 





‘Monopoly’ Days Over 


Washington, Aug. 4. 

. ( mplaint by WTAR-TV in Nor- 
fol} that excessive expenditures 
are being 
owners in the area to convert to 
tune in its new UHF affiliate. 
bldg ed is developing into a 

eud betwee ‘n the two stations. In 
the scond round of the scrap. 
WVEC-TV told the FCC last week, 
in effect. that WTAR-TV 


because it's going to lose its “mo- 
novoly.’ 


r Writing to the Commission in | 
behalf of WVEC-TV, Marcus Cohn, 
unsel for the station, charged | 
that WTAR-TV has begun “a se- 


" would present NBC programs 
ich it formerly telecast.” 

Cohn further charged that the 
eal purpose” 


~~ 


‘sunderstandi ng in the industry, 
prevent WVEC-TV from going on 
R BC alr, discourage the efforts of 
ss and national advertisers from 
POL its facilities, and thwart the 
une and development of 


Regarding WVEC’'s suggestion 
(Continued on Page 38) 


made by NBC to get set | 


is sore | 


7 of maneuvers ... to prevent 
” VEC-TV from going on the air’ | 
ge na it is “irritated over the 
,act_ that when WVEC-TV takes 
rw it would no longer enjoy a 
pai opoly and this new UHF sta-| 


of WTAR’s com-| 
unt “is to create confusion and | 


Norfolk AM Saga 


Norfolk. Aug. 4 
In its acquisition of WSAP, 
the 5,000-watt ex-Mutual sta- 
Station, as the NBC radio af- 
filiate in Norfolk, now that 
Campbell Arnoux’s WTAR has 
moved over to CBS, NBC has, 
in a sense, exacted 
“sweet revenge” on the Co- 
lumbia opposition 
New general manager and 
part owner of WSAP, which 
recently was purchased by a 
group of prominent Norfolk 
men is Carl Burkland, whose 
whole career is radio, has 
been tied up with CBS as one 
of its key operators in Minne- 


apolis, Washington and else- 
where. 


some 





Doremus Exec 


Shakeup; Biz At 
$8,000,000 Peak 


Doremus & Co., known largely 

as an advertising agency placing 
radio-TV business for financial 
firms in N. Y., is expected to 
branch out into seeking other types 
of air accounts as result of its exec 
shakeup this week. Louis W. Munro 
has been elected prez and George 
A. Erickson exec veepee of the 
agency, which now bills an esti- 
| mated $8,000,000 annually. 
{| William H. Long, Jr. who was its 
chairman and prez since 1941, con- 
tinues as chief executive and ad- 
ministrative officer of the agency 
Munro, who was veepee in charge 
of the Boston office until 1941, 
was in charge of its new business 
N. Y. department since 1945. Frick- 
| son, who joined the agency in 1934 
has been a veepee since 1944 

Doremus’ radio-TV billings have 
increased to over $750,000 since 
it merged with the Eshelman 
agency of Philadelphia earlier this 
year. Its air clients include Kidder 
Peabody, using AM-TV spot and 
i“The Key” on WOR, N. Y.. and 
| WHLI, Hempstead, Long Island; 
Lee Higginson Corp., investment 
firm, using radio spot; Union Trust 
| Co., Washington, with AM-TV spot, 
| and Smith, Kline & French, Phila- 
delphia, using NBC-TV tor 
sional eitaaneell regres. 


‘SPEIDEL ‘TUNE’ HAPPY 
IN 22 RATING PAYOFF 


Initial 22.0 rating for the Mon- 
dav night at 8 “Name That Tune” 
on NBC-TV (week after the Paul 
Winchell show went off for the 
same sponsors, Speidel watch band 
and Crosley, with a 14.9), may cue 
a decision on the part of the clieat 
to latch on to the property as a 
permanent entrs 

With Winchell switching over to 
'Procter & Gamble this fall, and 
Crosley bowing out of the Monday 
| time, Speidel has been shopping 
for a fall entry for the 8 o'clock 
spot, buying “Tune” as the summer 
replacement. Latter property, how- 
lever, in view of the rating and its 
150,000 mail pull last wv eek, maj 





| get the permanent nod. 


occa- | 


GIINES SPARKS 


In one of the major reaffirma 
tions of radio as a show biz com 
ponent designed to vest the medi 


um with some spectacular over 
tones, James M. Gaines, mana 
gerial factotum of WOR in New 


York, is inaugurating one of the 
most ambitious programming un 
dertakings in recent radio annals 
| At atime when sound broadcast 
ing is being fed the leftovers from 
;} the more glamorous TV, Gaines is 
;} injecting a cross-the-board hotfoot 
into the medium with a $1,000,000 
“bundle” of daytime and nighttime 
transcribed packages and is sul 
rounding the new WOR program 
formula with a flock of innovation 
perhaps unprecedented — in AM 
annals 
In his first ambitious radio un 
dertaking since leaving NBC to 
head up Tom O'Neil’s Gotham op 
eration, Gaines will tee off on Sept 
14 his “WOR Radio Playhouse” 
comprised of virtually all the ma 
jor transcribed shows out of the 
Ziv-Harry S. Goodman belt line op 
erations with a list price valuation 
of $1,000,000. These will stretch 
out over five and a half hours of 
daily Monday-+through-Friday day 
time and nighttime segments It 
represents the largest “bundle” 
sale of program packages to 
single station thus far recorded; it 
represents a daring concept in sta 
tion programming, and it marks a 
fresh and venturesome approach 
in establishing sales patterns to 
give each participating sponsor 
both daytime and nighttime expo 
sure (for one price) while at the 
same time actually guaranteeing 
‘in writing) a larger audience at a 
lower cost-per-thousand homes 
than any other local show broad 


‘ 


cast in New York 
Flock of Stars 

Out of the Ziv and Goodman 
Stables Gaines has acquired (for 
initial presentation in N. Y.) such 
properties as the Humphrey Bo 
gart-Lauren Bacall “Bold Venture,” 
the Fred MacMurray-Irene Dunne 
“Bright Star;” Ronald Colman’s 
“Favorite Story;” “Movie Town 
Radio Theatre” with various stars; 
Tyrone Power's “Freedom USA;” 
“Les Miserables;” ‘“‘Cisco Kid;" “I 
Was a Communist for the FBI;" 
Mutual Mystery Lineup comprising 
“Hall of Fantasy.” “High Adven 
ture,” “Crime Fighters,” “John 
Steele, Adventurer,” “Hunchback 
of Notre Dame,” “Man In the Iron 


Mask,” “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” 
“Mystery House,” “D-24;" “Thirts 
Minutes to Go;” “Philo Vance,” 


“Let George Do It,” “Corsican 
Brothers” and ‘in preparation) a 
Peter Lorre series. “Nightmare; 
Madeleine Carroll's “Four-Star The- 
atre’’ and Basil Rathbone in “Bull- 
dog Drummond.” All will be ro 
tated into the daytime-nighttime 
continuing programming operation 
under a participating sponsorship 
basis which, envisioning an SRO 


(Continued on page 34) 


Prior Cesieaiiatin 
Hold Up Hayward’s TV 
Plans Till After Jan. 1 


Leland Hayward huddled 
RCA veepee Manie Sacks on his 
new TV series plans for NBC, and 
it has been decided that he will not 
do a video show for the network 
1. Hayward has too 


with 


until after Jan. 
many other prior plans 

First on the agenda is the new 
Howard  Lindsay-Russel Crouse 
play, “The Prescott Proposals,” a 
straight comedy, and in addition 
Hayward is mixed up in two indie 
film packages, “Mr. Roberts” and 
the Ernest Hemingway novel, “Old 
Man of the Sea,” both via W arner 
Bros. 

“Prescott” will star Katharine 
Cornell, her first play in 30 years 
not staged or produced by her hus- 
band, Guthrie McClintic. Latter is 
working on his reminiscenses for 
Doubleday. Lindsay will direct his 

‘ play. 


$1,000,000 PLAN 


—-WOR’S RADIO SHOW BIZ HOTFOOT 











rience 


By President: 


This Changing World 


Turnover of top tele people 
has been so terrific that the 
old man of New York TV 
Station general managers—in 
terins of vears ot service has 
been in his post for only little 
more than a year and a half 


He's Craig Lawrence, who 
has been WCBS-TV's general 
manager since February, 1952 
With the upping of Cott and 
appointment of Shea in his 
place at WNBT, Lawrence is 
now the dean of New York 
general managers 


BMI Clinics Bare 
Healthy Trends In 


Local Radio Boom 


“Valley of the Shadow” gloom 
was conspicuously absent from the 
18 | S. and Canadian radio pro 
fram clinics staged in the last 
three months by Broadcast Must 
Inc., and which were attended bys 
2.854 AMers from 1,002 stations 

BMI veepee Glenn Dolberg 
noted that 44.5 of all the station 
in 40 states were represented, and 
the  business-happys broadcastet 





approved the fact that the Broad 
cast Advertising Bureau sales clin 
ics were presented back to back 
with BMI bull-session Thu 


broadcasters often took time out to 
iftend both session 

Dolberyg observed these AM 
trends emanating 

(1) A 
‘tations to coverage of local “little 
league” sports events 

(2) More local new with sta 
tion featuring newscasts as olten 
as every 30 minutes, and even the 
smallest stations are now employ 
ing one, two and three full-time 
local newsmen plus parttime re 
porters in outlying areas 

(3 Concert music shows on the 
increase, but with 
taking care to avoid a 
whispering in a cathedral” 
ized atmosphere. 

(4) Interest by broadeasters in 
the use of non-dramatic prose and 
poetry readings 

Attendance ranged from 100°7 
of all stations in North Dakota to 
28°, of stations in N. Y. State. A 
total of 867 clinic altendees were 
either stations owners or top man 
agement, and the second largest 
group, program directors num 
bered 601 Third biggest group 
345—were sales toppers. 


WOR REALIGNMENT 
OF AM, TV STAFFERS 


James M. Gaines, General Tele- 
radio veepee in charge of WOR-AM 
and TV, this 


appointments designed to integrate 


major swine” by indie 


“longhair 
formal 


week made several 


the organization's structure 

Robert C. Mayo, currently 
TV sales director 
sibility for sales policy and opera 
tions for both WOR and WOR-TV 
John F. Sloan, formerly sales man 
ager of WPAT, Paterson, N. J., has 


WOR 
assumes respon 


been appointed sales manager of 
WOR-TYV 
Julius F. Seebach, Jr., veepee of 


General Teleradio, Inc., in charge 
of operations, assumes administra 
tive responsibility for all produc 
ers, directors and announcers. All 
TV operating personnel will report 
to Ivan Reiner, who is appointed 
production manager. 

Robert Schmid, veepee of Gen 
eral Teleradio, Inc., also heads ad- 
vertising, research and press infor- 
mation for WOR and WOR-TV 
James Tyler, Richard Puff and 
Frank Zuzulo, dwectors of these re- 
spective activities for the web, also 
supervise these functions for WOR- 


‘AM and TV. 


+ 


Dean Appointment to FCC Cleared 
First GOP Ma} jority 


Washington, Aug 
Appointment of Robert J a in, 
South Dakota broadcaster and at 


torney, as a Republican memb 


of the FCC has 
President, VARIETY learned yeste 
dav (Mon.) Nomination was to 
have been submitted to the Senate 
before adjournment of Congress 
last night, but was apparently de 
laved by accumulation of work al 
the White House As a result, 
Dean will receive an interim ap 
pointment, subject to confirma 
tion by the Senate when Cong 
reconvenes 


been cleared by the 


Dean 
the seven-membet 


appointment will give 
Commission a 
iajority Of foul Republicats fo 
tne first time in the history of 
agency, Which was established in 
1984 and which has been undet 
Democratic control until the elec 


tion of President Kisenhowet! 
Other Republican membet re 
Chairman Rosel livde George 


Sterling and John C. Docrfet 
There are now only two Demo 


crats on the Commission— Frieda 


'Hennock and Robert Bartle) The 


broadcasters | 


seventh member, Edward Webster, 


is an independent 


In order to take his seat on the 
Commission, Dean will divest him 
self of his 55 interest in’ radio 
tation KOTA in Rapid City, S. D. 
He is also expected to withdraw a 
‘ interest in a TV application 
for Rapid Cit 

Dean, 51, practiced law in 
Dakota following his) graduation 
from the State Universtiv in 1926 
He later became special counsel 
of J. 1. Case Co., farm machinery 


South 


manufacturer: Hie vot into radto 
in 19382 and has built seven stations 
in hi tate 

New Commissioner has been in 
Republican politi for 25 years 


and was active in the canepaizn toi 
Kisenhowet! Ile was one of the 
hosts to the President on his re 
cent trip to the Black Hills 

in behalf of Dean's 
Francis Case 


Most active 
appointment was Sen 
z.. Ss. D.) 


COP ‘Non-Partisan’ Film 
Cuffed to TV Stations 
Attacked in Congress 


Washington, Auy. 4 


Plans of the Republican Party 
to offer TV stations a film repre- 


sented as a “non-partisan” report 
on national defense have come in 
for attack by Rep. Sam Yorty 


(D.-Calif.) who charges that the 
film is an “insidiously clever” de- 


vice to sell the public “a bill of 
goods” on recent cuts in the Airc 
Force 

The film, sa Yorty, “is remi- 
niscent of the advertising avency 


methods used by the Republican 
Party last year to give the impves- 
sion of being ‘all things to all 
people.’ I view with great concern 
the fact that such sales techniques, 
perhaps justifiable in the commer- 
cial field, are now being skillfully 
adapted to politics, not to enlight- 
en the people with faets, but rath- 
er to distort the fact 

Rep. Yorty, who fought against 
a $5,000,000,000 reduction in the 
Air Force budget, suggested that 
TV stations which donate tire for 
the film offer equal time to Demo- 
crats for their version of the need 
for adequate air power. “I feel we 
should insist on this,” he said, add- 
ing that “it would be an unpardon- 
able imposition on the people to 


exhibit the Republican fil is any- 
thing but what it ji an inter f 
partisan, one-sided presentation ot 
Republican reasons, or in reali 


excuses, for rashly abandoning a 
carefully considered ait powet pro- 
gram.” 

Analyzing the script, which he 
said was prepared by the Republi- 
can National Committee for use by 
individual] members of Congress in 
their districts. Yorty claims the 


“facts” contradict assertions made 
by narrators to accompany the 
visual material. 1 
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No Matter How You 
Slice It, NBC-TV Out 
To Get Them Daytime 


NBC-TV blocked out its morn- 
ing schedule of soapers last Mon- 
day (3) with the addition of “Three 


Steps to Heaven” and “Follow 
Your Heart’ to the immediately | 
preceding “Hawkins Falls” and 
“The Bennett Full a.m. lineup 
now includes, for better or worse, 
“Ding Dong School” at 10 a.m 
followed by “Glamour Girl” and 
four parts of soap. 

Latest two bars are a couple of 
Slickly-angled program “Three 
Steps to Heaven aimed at the 
hamburger-munching audience tac- 
tion takes place in a small counter! 
eatery and “Follow Your Heart 
pitched at the polo-plaving crowd 
who worry about the supply ol 


sott-shelled crabs 
“Heaven” is built around 
hamburgery of Joe Brown Jr., 


the 
who 
THREE STEPS TO HEAVEN 
With Phyllis Hill, Walter Brooke, 
Joe Brown Jr., Lori March, Mer- 
cer McCloud, Irving Thaylor 
Producer: Adrian Samish 
Co-producer: Bob Milford 
Director: Warren Jacober 
Writer: Irving Vendig 





15 Mins., Mon. thru Fri., 11:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from New York 

Pi ae ; 

slices his acting of a dumb comic 
relief as thickly as the onions. He 


big-brothers career-girl Phyllis 
Hill and writer Walter Brooke. Ac- 
tion in the first stanza, however, 


involved the escape of Lori March | : . : 
laughably | Phil Bodner’s solo saxing ‘opening 


(who is production-wise 
hidden by the trio) 
clutches of Mercer McCloud, | 
whose stern evebrows pronounce 
him “the heavy. Of the players 
Irving Thaylor, as a cop, was the 
most plausibly motivated. 
“Heart” had, in the first chapter, 
an all-woman cast whose main ac- 


from the 


FOLLOW YOUR HEART 

With Sallie Brophy, Nancy Sheri- 
dan, Maxine Stuart 

Producer: John Gibbs 

Director: Norman Morgan 

Writer: Elaine Carrington 

115 Mins., Mon. thru Fri., 11:45 a.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from New York 





tivity was talk, talk, talk.. In this 
item, Sallie Brophy, an attractive 
girl in shapely slacks, is on the 


verge of an engagement to the un- 
seen “boy next door,” and is yearn- 
ing for a wild romance. She is 
plagued by a determined mother 
(Nanev Sheridan), 
legal scparation. Maxine Stuart, as 
a society reporter, interviews the 
engaged girl to make up the main 
action. 

In both programs, life is a dull 
drama peopled by depthless cari- 
catures presented in drabby gray 
monochrome, with banal lines tor 
banal lives. Which gives “Heaven” 
and “lieart’ about par tor the 
soap-opera course. Hora, 


BIL BAIRD SHOW 
Bil & Cora Baird, Frank Sullivan, 
Franz Fazakas 
Producer: Matlo Lewis 
Supervisor: Richard Lewine 
Director: Burt Shevalove 
Writer: Alan Stern 
15 Mins., Tues.-Thurs., 
Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from New York 
Bil & Cora Baird, who have 
plied the vaude and cafe circuits 
for some vears, are given another 
try at network programming with 
a pleasing divertissement that de- 
serves a much better time slotting 


11:15 a.m, 


than the forenoon segment they're | 


now occupying 


These doll manipulators are 
clever, have good taste presenta- 
tion and show a set of ingenious 


characters, The format given them 


is okay and offers them a wide 
Jatitude in their presentation. 
Male half of the team conversa- 


tionalizes with a rabbit who works 
as a disk jockey. During the play- 
Ing of the platters various mario- 
netfes and puppets perform in a 
manner in keeping with the music 
Initial show had a sprightly set 
of tunes in “Just Another Polka” 
and “Good Old Summertime” both 
of which lent themselves to some 
rollicking sequences. Selection of 
Johnnie Ray's “Cry” as the third 
piece on the initial show wasn't as 
successful since the theme and in- 
terpretation of that disk is by now 
a hackneved piece of business 
However, the idea of having a sad 
faced dog mouth the words was an 
interesting twist. 
Behind-the-curtain assistants are 
Frank Sullivan and Franz Fe7akas 
who supply voices and mari 'la- 


tions, Jose. 


and victim of a| 


‘MOREY AMSTERDAM SHOW 
With Morey Amsterdam, Jean Mar- 
tin, Milton DeLugg and orch 

Producer-director: Bill Harbach 
45 Mins.; Sat., 11:15 p.m, 
CHOCK FULL O’ NUTS 
WNBT, N. Y. 

As caught last Saturday (i), the 
“Morey Amsterdam Show,” Satur- 
day night entry in WNBT's recent 
policy of live programming until 
midnight, is a live one. It’s tune- 
ful, entertaining and generally 
pleasing on the ear and eye. 

Comic Amsterdam, of course, has 
brought along his old familiar line 
of patter. He's a monologist who 
specializes in throwing away his 
ines, as well as the points of his 
jokes But he's gay and relaxed 
and makes an amiable comedian in 
spite of himself or his material, 

hich is pretty bad. 

Jean Martin, who is Mrs. Spon- 
sor and gets a. starring billing, 
goes far te earn that billing. She's 
an attractive store-bought blond 
who is hep and at ease before the 
cameras, to the extent of not let- 
ting Amsterdam upstage her. She 
selis her songs with good voice 
and savvy. 

Real star of 
is director-producer Bill Harbach 
who, with excellent and imagina- 
itive use of lighting and cameras, 
provided a million-dollar 
for a low-budget show. 

In Miss Martin's number, ‘‘More 
Than You Know,’ Harbach moved 
out of a silhouette-shadow shot of 
the chirper (and four males) into 
a semi-closeup with lights and then 
back again into the shadows. 

Harbach’s unusual work also 
' gave interest and class to Milton 
DeLuge’s accordioning | of 
ousie” (by use of a spotligh:, dolly- 
ing cameras and double exposures), 


| from the sax’s horn to a multiple 
exposure of Bodner in a long 
| Rockett-like line), 
patio setting for Miss Martin's 
“Pp. S. I Love You” (with four ex- 
tras in costume being used to good 
advantage for atmosphere). In the 
last sketch, incidentally, Miss 
Martin shaped O.K. in a pair of 
|} short shorts. 

Musical numbers of which there 
were many, came off extremely 
i well. Among others were Amster- 
'dam’s “Them There Eyes,” De- 
Lugg’s rhythm “Dust Yourself Off” 
‘with the orch), and the Amster- 
|dam-Miss Martin duet “Let's Take 
A Walk Around the Block” (with 
the barbershop sketch a waste of 
attempted humor). Amsterdam 
also celloed “By 
interesting bit 


program, but the show is long on 
| good musical numbers and ingeni- 
ous direction. Amsterdam pitches 
the commercials from a Chock Full 
o' Nuts store setting, with one (on 
the store's no-tipping policy) 
| socked over last Saturday in an 
exchange with DeLugg. All in all, 
an informally entertaining night- 
cup, Horn, 


DRESS LIKE A MILLION 

With Hiida Fabien, Gerrie Rose 
| Producer: Howard Senor 
| Director: Betty Cope 
Writer: Della Picard 
15 Mins.; Thurs. 11:15 a.m, 
VICTOR APPLIANCE 
WEWS, Cleveland 

Home sewing, always a sure-fire 
attraction for the femme handy 
with a needle and thread, is a hit 
as presented in this once-a-week 
pitch. With Hilda Fabian and Ger- 


rie Rose, sponsors have two. per- 
formers who offer appeal and 
know-how. Mrs. Fabian is the ex- 


pert; Mrs. Rose 
model, hostess and spieler. To- 
gether they pace the segment foi 
full possible utilization of time 
Mrs. Rose also handles a_ neat 
commercial. 

On stanza caught, failure to 
place a mike to pick up dialog on 
how to make button holes washed 
out’ kev” feature’ for listeners. 
Overhead boom failed to reach 


the attractive 


and the outdoor | 


| 


' 


MAXIMUM POWER PARADE 

With George Jessel, Roy K.* Mar- 
shall 

60 Mins., Thurs. 10 p.m. 

WFIL-TV, Philadelphia ; 
Station’s move to maximum 

power sparked a two-way salute to 

communities getting 


viewing and reception for first 


time, extra juice bringing in an} 


estimated 40° larger market. Dr. 
Roy K. Marshall, educational direc- 


tor for the WFIL stations, casually | 


‘explained maximum power in his 


i**Hello” to 
the show, however, | 


“science is easy” manner. George 
Jessel, ABC network exec, presided 
over affiliate’s show package and 
tried to tie together sample acts 
and speeches of dignitaries. ! 
fetched gimmick was staffer in 
space suit ‘(Max Power), who 
worked clock to show regular times 
of various other programs. 

working from script in- 
troduced officials from Atlantic 
City, New Brunswick, Shamokin, 
Dover, Del., York, etc., who in turn 
‘on film) read their faltering good 
wishes. Jessel reminisced about 
the old Keith-Albee days and said 
John B. (Jack) Kelly 
(‘so few of my friends are named 
Kelly”) and also greeted such other 


Jessel 


|familiars as Lew Tendler and the 


setting | 


| Look 


| 


“Jal. | 


| 





the Sea” for an | 
; minute 
Comedy is the short suit on this } 


| 


| 


jas he 


j 


Levys (formerly of WCAU). 
Selections for the new audience 
brought in by maximum power 
inclided a musical chair sequence 
fron Tom Moorehead's “Stop, 
and Listen”  (unshapely 
femn\ies pushing around for name 
brand prize); a “Woman's Page” 


fashion and recipe bit; Chief Half- | 


town, with moppet talent ‘accor- 
dion and sax); a newscaster and the 
weatherman. There was aiso a 
reminder to tune in 
Frontier,” with Richard Dix, later 
in the evening. New area brought 


in can also look forward to ball- 
games. Maximum Power introduc- 
tory show could have used more 
voltage in entertainment. Segment 
of Bob Horn-Lee Stewart “Band- 
stand” popular teenage matinee 
participator, with Bill Darnell 


guesting, came through strongest. 





Gagh. 

WORLD AROUND US 
With Ben Leighton, Revs. Ezra 

Ellis, Otto Schmidt, Louis Kovar 
Producer-Director: Leighton 
30 Mins.; Sat., 4 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KSTP-TV, Minneapolis 

This public service panel pro-| 
gram with KSTP-TV_ statfer as 


moderator provides a weekly 30- 
discussion by three Twin 
Cities’ Protestant ministers who 
verbally through interchange of 
opinions give their solutions of 
present-day vital existence and 
spiritual problems confronting the 
individual. 

Show caught had the represen- 
tatives of Methodist. Lutheran 
and Presbyterian faith, unde 
Leighton’s skillful guidance, delv- 
ing interestingly and in enlighten- 
ing and helpful fashion into the 
subject of “the quest for security.” 
Minneapolis and St. Paul Church 
Council supplies the panelists, dif- 
ferent ones each week. 

Leighton sits at one end of table 
tosses occasional questions 
and comments at the ministers 
facing the TV audience. He comes 


through with neat moderating to 
keep the program — sufficiently 
lively. Panel members expressed 


their ideas and opinions with the 
clarity and excellence to be ex- 
pected of such men of the cloth. 
Unanimous conclusion was that 
a well balanced relationship with 


God and a recognition of His om- | 


nipotence can help man to attain 
a feeling of security. It was 
claimed that religious people live 


ilonger and more happily and have 


pair who were working over sew-! 


ing machine. A table mike would 
have done the job. Camera-wise. 
stanza pickup was good, Mark. 





FOR MEN 
With Art Mercier 
Producer: Russ Mayberry 
Director: Don Norton 
Writer: Gene Dailey 
5 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 10:25 p.m. 
MENNEN €0O. 
WBBM-TV, Chicago 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 


Art Mercier spends five minutes 


of his and WBBM-TV's time each 
each night giving tips on fishing, 
hunting. camping, etc. For 
the show holds a good degree of 
interest. Quite obviously the pack- 
age is pegged to this select audi- 
ence and offers little bait to catch 
the fancy of the non-outdoor view- 
ers. 

As an editor Hunting & Fish- 
ing mag as well as supervisor of 
announcers for the outlet. Mercier 
i brings to the show the double bar- 


them | 


greater security. With thoughts of 


God, they are more likely to find | 
, security in 


mind and 
member asserted. 


Also brought out was 


body, 


the 


to increase security by hélping to 


alleviate misery and suffering. The | 


Methodist minister, however, relat- 


jing how he had gone hungry at 
one time in his younger days, felt | 
brought to 


that a man must be 
physical security in order to be re- 
ceptive to spiritual 


pointed out that quoting scriptures | 


to a person needing food is likely 
to be inaffective. Rees. 


reled quality of a good voice and 


a thorough knowledge of the sub-; 


ject covered. Show 
concerned with a 
demonstration 
equipment, 
casting rods, 

On the matter of audience cap- 
tured by the program: as goes 


caught was 
of proper 


and advice on _ bait 


Harrington so goes Mercier. The | 


improved | 


Far- | 


“Buckskin | 


one | 


fact | 
that churches have tried materially | 


things. He! 


lecture-type | 
fishing | 





Couple of offbeat yarns provided 
some interesting weekend TV dra- 
matic fare, notably ‘‘Medailion 
Theatre's” Saturday night presen- 
tation of “The Man Who Liked 


Dickens’ on CBS-TV with Claude | 


Rains in the lead role, and the 
Friday night installment of “‘Camp- 
‘bell Soundstage” on 
which came up with the best offer- 
ing in its brief though previously 
uneventful series with an item 
called “A Swell Guy.” 

The “Dickens” episode, of 
course, was a video adaptation of 
the Evelyn Waugh “Handful of 


Dust” novel which the late Alex-| 


ander Woollcott 
anthologies as one of the minor 
classics of the past quarter cen- 
tury. This is the tragic story of 
the man who, lost from a Brazilian 


| were two previous men who died 
in such enslavement, 
could read Dickens to an eccentric 
jungle inhabitant who had never 
| learned to master the art of read- 
ing. 

William Spier’s production, 
trimmed down to bare essentials 
within the half-hour “Medallion” 
framework, Ralph Nelson's slick 
direction, and, in particular, Rains’ 
portrayal of the jungle recluse who 
won't even stop at murder if it 
interferes with the Dickens read- 
ings, managed to capture some of 
the tenseness and excitement of 
the Waugh story. But for some un- 
accountable reason, it was chosen 
to give it the happy ending treat- 
ment (rather than following the 
Waugh tragedy) with the sudden 
appearance of the prisoner’s wife 
and a search expedition when all 
seems lost. In the original novel 
the expedition showed up, too, but 
with the prisoner drugged into 
sleep to escape detection, the ex- 
| pedition departs without its quar- 
ry. But for TV fans. the Robert 
Tallman adaptation allows him his 
freedom, 

In “A Swell Guy,” the Campbell 
showcase had a fast moving, en- 
tertaining episode about the dev- 
asting power of charm and flattery, 
particularly upon women. The 
“swell guy,’ member of a stickup 
gang, comes into a small town, in- 
gratiates himself with one and all, 
| with the intention of arranging a 
—_ robbery. Eeveryone suc- 


cumbs to his charming fabrications 

| and the robbery is successfully ac- 
; complished, but not before he falls 
| for a gal and, through some clever 
| twists, dies a hero in the eyes of 
| the town, his soft-hearted landlady 
andethe girl. It was given just the 
correct frothy treatment and Jack 
Lemmon in the lead role played 
the “swell guy” with all the proper 
nuances, Rose, 


| 


Ed Sullivan took a dive from the 
10-foot board at the N.Y. Athletic 
Club pool during an on-location 
sequence of his “Toast of the 
Town” show on CBS-TV Sunday 
(2). It wasn’t a qualifying Olympic 
exhibition but it was a neat change 
of pace from his routine emceeing 
chores and served as a sock intro 
for Elliott Murphy's “Aquashow” 
segment. With his dive, Sullivan 
opened new vistas for the vavdeo 
host and there's no telling where 
it’s all going to end. 

The “Aquashow” refresher fea- 
| tured the Aquadorables, tke Aqua- 
maniacs and some good pro diving 
stints. With Johnny McKnight 
spieling the H-2-Opus, the session 
was an okay trailer for the Flush- 
ing Meadows affair. 
| Back in the studio in 
| double-breasted suit, 





a dry 
Sullivan 


hit an erratic pace. From a hectic 
bit with Zippy, the Chimp, okay 
for occasional yocks, program 
moved to Jack Whiting who de- 
livered his showstopper. “Every 
Street’s A Boulevard In Old New 
York,” from the legituner, “Hazel 
Flagg.” It was an_ ingratiating 
; stint. Jay Lawrence, a comedian 
|from legit (“Stalag 17”), registered 
| with his fight announcing routine. 

For the dramatic portion of the 
show, Henry Fonda, Eileen Heck- 
;ert and Darrin McGavin were 
| Showcased in a scene from Eliza- 
beth B. Ginty’s 1938 play, “Mis- 
souri Legend.” Scene moved at a 
leisurely pace sparked by Fonda's 
expert thesping. Support, too, was 
good. The Dell Statton Trio, gui- 
tar, bass, drums, were wasted in 
ithe closing niche, 

Ray Bloch again gave class orch 
support and the Lincoln-Mercury 
plugs were easy to watch. Gros. 





| 

| Larry Storch show hase prog- 
| ressed somewhat to the point 
where it’s sometimes recognized 


NBC-TV | 


drumbeated in| 


expedition, is kept a prisoner, as | 


so that he| 


helmed the rest of the show which | 


—— 
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Tele Follow-Up Commen 
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soos 


was no problem. Storch did a «., 0 
| bit which included a Japanese (ick 
| jockey, and a bit on a Brook):; 
| beautician that probably was +), 
highlight of this series. His ;.). 
|} ents as a mimic are still consid: > 
ible. Another highlight on tie 
,;ond half was the small | 


~~ 


na 
7 


JON e 


| pression in panto. This pariv <e. 
| quence had a nice flow of humor 
easily recognized as a paralls : 
that have occ 
moppet was guest 


situations 

while a 

party. 
|} Also on the second half Dick 

Haymes showed up conside, ' 
better than he did in the fore 
tion. His “Old Man River” con. 
| Stituted an excellent rendi: 
| Other guester, Betty Bruce. sh i 
considerable skill at taps. 

The first half skit which called 
for a mass of dialect was overlon,z 
and virtually humorless. Bit on an 
Italian actor getting an Academy 
Award had some essentially good 
| ideas, but had little spirit and less 
top writing. 

The Peter Birch dancers sh 
some good moments. Last number 





on several levels of stage was ¢ 

| striking bit of work. Jose 
Eddie Fisher’s Coke Show gave 

Mike Todd’s “Night In Venice” 


(Jones Beach, N.Y.) outdoor opers 
etta a nifty plug by utilizing it as 
a natural background for Kay 
Armen’s opener and for the rest 
of the zingy quarter-hour last 
Wednesday (29). Incidentally, Miss 
Armen one day will latch on to 
some click disk—that’s all it takes 
nowadays—and she'll go places, as 
she has rated for long. Fisher's 
highlight ballad quoted the Presi- 
dent’s quote of Abraham Lincoln 
(“with malice towards none—char- 
/ ity for all’), as part of the Korean 
truce address, and sang-off with 
| Albert Hay Malotte’s musical set- 
iting to “The Lord's Prayer.” It 
was a natural segue, and topical. 
Under Axel Stordahl’s expert bae 
ton, Don Ameche’s ever-smiling 
emceeing, and Herbert Sussan’s 
direction, the Coke plugs are deit- 
ly integrated, with young people 
like Bernice Rich and Jerry For- 
man in quick luncheonettes order- 
ing their sandwiches always “with 
Coke’’—what else? It's glibly done, 
Fisher’s other highlight number, 
after the silhouetted terps against 
the “Venice” background, was the 
Irving Berlin standard, “How Deep 
Is The Ocean?” Abel. 








Whether by accident or because 
it had to manage without producer 
| Fred Coe and his crew, the Good- 
lyear TV Playhouse on NBC-TV 
| Sunday (2) came a-cropper with a 
pseudo-documentary entitled “The 
Cipher.” It was the story of a con- 
victed and imprisoned murderer, 
| proven innocent by an enterprising 
and resourceful newspaperman. 
The fact that it all really hap- 
pened—the N.Y. World Telegram 
and Sun’s Edward Mowery was tlie 
j} hero of the real-life version—con- 
| tributed little to the show’s values. 
| Everybody concerned, including 
| Edward Binns who played Mowery, 
| tried hard, but it just didn't come 








off, 

| Unlike the motion pictures, with 
/so many photographic devices at 
| their command, television finds it 


| hard to convey the passage of 
, time. It is a medium that thrives 


on intimacy, on the drama of the 
| moment. “The Cipher,” written 
| by I. G. Nieman, failed badly in 
| conveying the sense of the years 
|going by. Instead, losing sight of 
ithe need to concentrate on chal- 
|acters, it wasted its time being 
factual without being imaginative. 
Subbing for Coe, the producer 
was David Susskind. William Cor- 
rigan handled the directorial 
reigns without much _ inspiration, 
but with occasional good touches. 
Nieman’s script let the cast down. 
At the very end, the audience 
knew as little about Hoffner, (h¢ 
|imprisoned man, as it did about 
| Mowery and the people fightins 
with him for Hoffner's release 





| Stefan Gierasch as Hoffner “i$ 
;completely colorless and only 4 
| little short of unbelievable. Binns 
{has a tendency to overact in te 
| Jimmy Cagney tradition. Addison 
| Richards and Martin Balsam went 
ithrough their lines dutyfully but 
| Without much conviction, Ao 
/Summers as Mowery's wife | id 
; Allen Nourse as the World Je:e& 
}editor had routine parts. Ross 


| Martin's quiet commentary }" 
; pressed. One of the liveliest ch: 
/acters in the show, and easily ''¢ 
| most charming, was the young lacy 
, who plugged foam rubber cushiv!s 
,in the Goodyear commercial. 

| Coe and company will be on ¥% 
cation until the end of August. +! 


latter is helplessly sandwiched-in | that Storch can be a really funny the Playhouse doesn’t improve bY 
between John Harrington's sporis-| guy. There were times during the | then, he may well become kno" 


cast and a 


sho Vv. 


later straight 
Jack, 


news | last half of this CBS-TV show on|as the show's “indispensable man. 
; Saturday (1) when getting laughs| Fitjt. 


et 
é 
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Tinting Up the ANA Meet 


NBC “Operations Color” gets its first bigtime commercial splash 
the closed-circuit type, of course) when the Assn. of National 
ertisers holds its annual confab at the Palmer House in Chicago 
t month. For the occasion, the NBC-TV tiat impresarios topped 
ivester L. (Pat) Weaver are preparing a major 
duction for the Sept. 21-22 conclave, with the shows originating 

the Colonial Theatre, N. Y., and with RCA compatible color 
pets installed at the Chi convention headquarters 

Prominent aspect of the two-day programming will be the show- 

sing of major advertiser products in tint, with the ANA reps, 

resenting the network’s top bankrollers, witnessing for the first 
time the “commercial of the future.” 

NBC-TV is picking up the tab for the entire show and indicative 
of the top coin going into the production is the $3,000 pay ear- 

arked 1 for two-day emcee job by Nanette Fabray. 


nex 


} S\ 


two-part 

















RWG Puts Rex Stout on Carpet 


In ALA Reorganization Hassle 


Aug. 4. 





Hollywood, 


a 
Authors League of America | L U R 

prexy Rex Stout was accused of | ever Ups Roche 
“arbitrarily bypassing the Radio | M. J. Roche, head of the Lever 
Writers Guild” by RWG western | Bros. general advertising service 
vp. Ben Starr, indignant be-| division, has been upped to the post 
cause Stout appointed four RWG | of general manager of the firm's 
members to confab with Screen 


newly-org 
vertising services division. 


\ riters Guild on reorganization of 
ALA RWG officers didn’t know 


;' + te 9 int nts until the New unit is consolidation 
about the appointment: ~ | Roche’s old division and the pro- 
four reported before | a — | motion division, which topper How- 
ship meeting last week on a |ard Bloomquist recently resigned, 
they had held with SWG reccently. }and will provide media, program- 

As a result of the disclosure | ming and promotion services for 
there was a furious hassle at the; the four Lever marketing divi- 
meeting, with recriminations com-| sions—Lever, Pepsodent, Good 
ing from two opposing factions |} Luck and Harriet Hubbard Ayer, 
within the guild. A resolution was | Inc, 


Saal finally to the effect that | _ saicepaaanaeieali 
RWG here asks national prez! 
Hector Chevigny to tell ALA if it 
wants to discuss reorganization | 


with RWG it 
the proper channels, 
guild execs here, 


must come through 
meaning the | 


Starr declared, “We have been 
ready and are always willing to | 
discuss fair and democratic means | 
of solving the TV writers’ prob- | 
len Television Writers of Amer- ecreate a cast 
ica has announced it intends 
seeking jurisdiction over radio 
writers, while SWG wants AM] Washington, Aug. 4 
scribblers to remain within the; If the New York Yankees and 


orbit of a reorganized ALA. Starr 
said three of the four RWG mem- 
bers appointed by Stout are also 
bers of SWG. The four are Peter 
Dixon. Les Farber, Gomer Cool 


the recreated baseball 
'of Gordon McLendon’'s 
bocker Network, 


and Maurice Zimm. mission was told last week 
Dixon, appointed last week to ae, ye perc wr] owned | 
replace Farber on the council, de- | 9 srt taming rngaaer dh 





clared, “we went to the meeting of | OPerates three radio stations 

the RWG membership to report Texas. : 
on our consultation with SWG as!_ Replying to complaints filed in 
s00n as it was possible. We met |June by the two major league 
With the screen writers about two} clubs that the McLendon broad- 


weeks ago and gave the RWG the | Casts were cau: 
results of that meeting immedi- | !9Jury, trinity 








ately.” Dixon said there was no! Yankees and Dodgers have not 
intention by ALA of “bypassing” ; sone to court is that they know 
the radio guild. : they cannot recover damages. “The 
- law is clear,” said Trinity, ‘that 
| the broadcast of recreated baseball 
: }games does not constitute unfair 
Streibert Heads competition nor do they appropri- 
ate any of the property of the 

baseball clubs.” 

Regarding charges tha { 


recreated baseball broadcasts 


; lead the 


U.S. Info Service 


= Washington, Aug. 4. 

Theodore C. Streibert, former 
head of WOR in New York, has 
been confirmed as head of the U. S. 
Information Service and has al- 
Teady begun the job of organizing 
and reorganizing the agency, suc- 


(Continued on page 38) 





rr 


- lo State Dept.’s Internation- | CBS-TV's “Garry Moore Show” cur- 
*) Information Administration. | rently, starring in his own 13- 
‘ a a reorganization plan of | minute NBC-Radio show, “Every 
m Vhite House, ILA expired on! Day,” and doing concert work with 
S 31, and U. §S. Information| symphony orch around the coun- 
*rvice came into being on Aug. 1.| try, now seems to be on the col- 
2 e be Ww, semi-independent agency | lege degree circuit. 
1 es not only the State Dept.’s | Last — he had to turn down 
former propeganda arm but also} we teers doctor of music de- 
«” information branch of Mutual | gree ae seca him by the U. of Lake- 


\gency, and other over- 


niormation services | land, Fla., , , 
ally ss mitments. This June, however, 
_, 'eibert was nominated last | was able to accept a similar degree 
,'sday (30) by President Eisen-| from Parsons College in his home 
; er to succeed Dr. Robert L.| state of lowa. He was surprised to 
ve"nson, who resigned because of. find that Parsons this week mailed 
ealth. The Senate confirmed to him, to keep, the black hood 
_On Saturday, ! used in the degree-conferring cere- 
, letbert. 54, was one of the! mony along with the cap and gown. 


ers of the Mutual web. Until 
recent” resignation, he was 
nan of the board of Mutual 


‘Continued on page 38) 


Florida university 
able for degree. Will travel, 


i hood.” 





anized promotion and ad 


Challenge Right Of 
FCC to Decide On 


the Brooklyn Dodgers want to stop 
broadcasts 

Knicker- 
they should go to 
court and not to the FCC, the Com- 


which 


ing them economic 
said the reason the 


mis- 
listener into believing the 
games are coming direct from the 


‘Have Hood, Will Travel’ 


Meredith Willson, besides pinch- 
hitting for two weeks as emcee on 


because of his TV com- 


Whereupon, Wi! Ison wired to the 
“Am now avail- | 
have 


——w- —— ---- 


ALL FOl 


— 











garded as 
seemingly in 


Tuesday night, once 1 
the monopoly of the 


shows live from the Coast, and the 
much-ballyhooed dramas of Robert 


E. Sherwood will be thrown into 
the time period for four Tuesdays. 

NBC will keep “Fireside Thea 
tre” at the 9 to 9:30 p.m. slot and 
“Armstrong Theatre” on at 9:30 
j}to 10 p.m. It's expected, though 
that the new Old Gold-sponsored 
Fred Allen show, “Judge For Your 


self.”’ will further strengthen the 
web's Tuesday rule when it goes 
on 10 to 10:30 p.m 
CBS’ Pitch 

CBS-TV is bringing forward a 
Stout mass-appeal lineup. Ht will 
try to lure away Berle’s kiddie vo 
tarics by moving the filmed “Gene 
Autry Show” into the 8 to 8:30 
slot, and keep them tuned onto 
Channel 2 by spreading Red Ske! 


ton over 8:30 to 9 p.m 
CBS expects to further 
en its hand by its shilt of 


strength- 
“This Is 


Show Business” from Saturday 
night to the 9 to 9:30 p.m. Tuesday 
spot. “Suspense” and “Danger” 


will keep the whodunit fans inter- 
ested until 10:30 p.m., and then 
Ed Murrow’s “See It Now” (shifted 
from its Sunday groove: is seen as 


building an audience of current 
events popularity until 11 p.m. 
ABC-TV is shooting the works 


on Tuesday. It may throw in two 
of its newest packages, the “Joel 
Gray Comedy Revue” and its all- 
Negro revue, headed by 
Davis, Jr., 
preceding this competitive spot, it 
will build with DuPont's “Caval- 
cade of America” 
p.m. “Danny Thomas Show,” 
sored by American Tobacco 
in from 9 to 9:30 p.m., followed by 
U.S. Steel's “Theatre Guild of the 
Air,” which will alternate with its 
widely kudosed “Album” from 9:30 
to 10:30 p.m. From 10:30 to 11 p.m., 
ABC-TV 
quiz audience for 
Same,” 


spon 
goes 


“Name's The 
bankrolled alternately by 


| Swanson's food products and John- 
son's wax, 


DuMont, too, is strong in the 
Tuesday scramble. Bishop Fulton 
Sheen will be back opposite Berle 
et al. with an even bigger network 
ordered by his sponsor, Admiral— 
132 stations. DuMont has also en- 
tered the big-name competition by 
inking Joseph Schildkraut to star 
and host in 13 dramas, immediately 
following Sheen, from 8:30 to 9 
p.m, 


Rusty Draper Vice 
Desmond on ‘B’fast Club’ 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

tusty Draper is slated to suc- 
ceed Johnny Desmond as vocalist 
on the “Breakfast Club” over 
which Don MeNeill presides. Deal 
is now being finalized for Draper's 
appearance on this ABC show by 
the William Morris Agency. 

Draper is now on a round of 


‘nitery dates. 


Ug OUT 


Sammy 
into 8 to 9. Immediately | 


from 7:30 to 8 


will probably get a fair | 


~~ — 


Late, Late Sponsors 





i vincible Milton Berle, will be the Commercial television, on a 
| scene of a major programming Wat! regularly ponsored basis, 1s 
among the tour TV webs this fall reaching tar into the night 
Each web will be throwing some ot Pic beet ind = General 
its costliest name ammunition into Cigar tol Robert Burns 
the breach, leading one network | product, have bought the “Late 
lexecutive to quip, “Tuesday night} Late Show” on WCBS-TV, 
iwill now be called Whose Day? | N.Y., beginning Aug. 21 
night.” Film teature, which now has 
Heretofore, although CBS-TV | a eouple of participations 
once tried to buck him with Frank | Starts at about 12:45 am. on 
Sinatra, Milton Berle lorded it on Saturdays and Sundays and 
Tuesday for NBC-TV. much as ends about 2 a.m. Station tried 
Jack Benny monopolized Sunday | dropping the extra late” pro 
night and “Lux Radio Theatre” gram a while back (for lack ot 
Monday night for their respective sponsot but got too many 
webs in radio's heyday. This reign protests from late-shitt) work 
ing-ot-the-airwaves tradition stems ers and insomniac: 
back to vintage AM when it was] Its understood that the 
unthinkable to listen to anybody}  bankrollers are paying $1,900 
else but Amos 'n’ Andy or the old a show, with the audience esti 
Rudv Vallee Llour mated at 650.000 viewe! 
NBC-TV itself is aware of the Young & Rubicam ts the 
tough slug-it-out it will have to agency. 
face this fall. Berle, whose ratings 
began to dip last season, will be 
bolstered in the 8 to 9 p.m. slot 
with big artillery. Berle will per- reatens 
form just 26 weeks, or two Tue 
days every month, alternating with 
Bob Hope, who will star in nine 


ABC Walkout On 
~ Flack ‘Farm Out 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 


Threat of a NABET walkout on 
ABC here, including such units as 
engineers traffic, news riter 
building maintenance and publici 
1) is the union’s answer to. the 


companys farin out il 


estern dis 


plan to 
publicity for the 
to an indie flackery 
“We're not 
attempt to de 
uni 
torne, 


iSsion 


still for 


one ol 


holding thi 


Troy oul 
James Brown, union's at 
declared 

Outside publheity plan 
discussed by William 
net's general manage) 
ern states, and ABC 
Kintner, who gave 
light 

NABET contends that ABC i 
using a device to. circumvent 
union's efforts to get a wage scale 
comparable to that recently nego- 
tiated with NBC, which is also 
NABET controlled. 
Guild is the bargaining 
CBS. 

When ABC 


stalemated, 


had 
Phillipson, 
for 1!) west 
prexy Robert 
plan the green 


been 


agent al 


negotiations became 
NABET offered a 
j (Continued on page 38) 


ARNOLD COHAN EXITS 
BRUNO-N.Y. ACCOUNT 


Arnold Cohan 
vesterday (Tues.) 
tive Sept. 1, the 
account, which 
radio and TV 


advertising agence: 

resigned, effec- 
Bruno-N. Y., Ine 
distributes HCA 
sets, disks, phono 


the metropolitan N. Y. area 
annual billings of Bruno for 
Star Time Kids” on WNBT, 
| spot on WNBC and WNEW, 
newspaper advertising are 
mated to be over $750,000. 
Prez Arnold Cohan, 
agency has handled the 
account since January, 1949 
it came over from J 
'Thompson, said he was 
it because he wanted to “continue 
my business relationship” with 
Gerald O. Kaye, sales manager at 
Bruno for 18 years. 
Kaye announced his 
from Bruno two weeks 
tive Jan. 1, declaring 
fined.” It is reliably reported 
Kaye will assume a general Sales 
manager post with another radio- 
TV-appliance firm and give his new 
advertising placement business to 
Cohan. Meanwhile, Milton Brown, 
3runo ad manager, will seek out 
another N. Y. advertising agency. 
Cohan is currently billing an es- 
timated $1,500,000 annually, han-| 


“The 
radio 
and 
esti- 


whose 
Bruno 
when 
Walter 
dropping 


resignation 
ago, effec- 
“I felt con- 
that 


| Stations re 


| costs of 


| ing 


Publicists | 


NBC Axes Prod’n 
‘On NAM’s ‘Parade’ 


graphs and electrical appliances in | 
Total , 


| the 


UESDAY TY’S ‘WHOSE DAY?” 





WERS BAB’ s Blue Skies Report on Radio: 
10 to 50%, Station Gains in 93 


inarket in the l 5.0 
operators have 
in the first 


In every 
radio station 
ported LAaAINs 


rt- 


in revenue 


six months of this year from 10 to 
0) higher than for the same per- 
iad in 1952. They also are unani- 
mous in the view that “radto is 


continuing 
These 
Willi 


to underprice itself.” 
conclusions, according to 
im B. Ryan, prez of Broadcast 


Advertising Bureau, reflect” the 
fopinion of the more than 2,900 
broadcasters, representing 1,070 
stations, that participated in the 
, BAB's recently completed series 
of 438 sales clinies 
rhe BAB gatherings, conducted 
in conjunetion with the program 
clinic of Broadcast Musi Tr 
were held during a seven-week 
period May 26-July 11 
Simultaneoush Ryan issued 
BAB’s first annual report, showing 


the disposition of the $616,000 
Which if 825 tockholde) 
broudeasters, network and. station 
rep members contrrawted last 
vear for promoting radio advertis- 
ing BAB sent 662 individual sales 
tools to members; handled 3.228 
requests fol service made 860 
major presentations to national 
and chain store advertiser 

\ financial statement disclosed 
BAB drew $499,747 of it upport 
from stations, $99,000 from the 
web and that the orvanization 
had a reserve of $37,947. It was 
found that two-thirds of all sta- 
lion member pay less than $50 
monthly for BAB. service ven 
lations pay $500 or more; 49 pay 
$15 monthly or less 

Most profitable continuing serv- 
hee In term of sales actually 
made with BAB sales ammunition, 
ere the Co-op Card the “Ra- 
dio Gets Result success case his 
toric ind the “Sales Opportunity 


Calendar whieh produced busi 
ness for 41°7, 23! and 18 of 
the station respectively 

Most effective major presenta- 
tion were “Sears Counts Its Cu 
tome Count Your Custome 
‘Listeners On Wheets” and “New 
papel Advertising Readership,” 
Mhich rang the cash register for 
30°, 20% 16‘ and 15° ew! the 


spectively 
Many broadcaster 
Ryan, contended they should not 
be ashamed to cite “increased 
operations” as a motivat- 
reason for a rate increase, 


according to 


NBC is cancelling its production 
of the “Industry on Parade” tele- 
fila series, which its TV news 
partment has prepared for the 
tional Assn. of Manufacturers 
three year on Oct. J 


de- 
Na- 
for 


Dropping was the 
net's legal department 
wanting to steer clear of any pos- 
sible future legal wrangles with 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians. Feeling, it's understood, wus 
that AFM clauses covering use of 
recorded music on newsreels might 
be open to question in the case of 


the 
decison 


result. of 


“Industry.” and that the program 
‘review of business and industry) 
might be contended not to be a 
newsreel, Rather than affect net's 
relations with the union over a 
quarter hour weekly program not 
iis own, web decided to give up 
production 

NAM is looking around for an- 


other firm to 
Program is on 


produce the 
110 stations. 


NBC. TV Tennis Pickup 


NBC-TV is covering the national 
singles tennis championships at 
Forest Hills Sept. 5, 6 and 7, from 
quarter finals through the 
| finals. 

On the 5th 
and Labor Day, 
from 2 to 5 p.m. 


series, 


and 7th, Saturday 
telecast will be 
On Sunday, the 


dling such clients as the N. Y. | 6th, coverage will be from 2 to 4:30 


Times, WNEW and John Wana- 


' maker's. 


p.m. a 
Tennis coverage is sustaining, 
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THE KOREA STORY 

With narrators Dick Powell, Helen 
Hayes 

Writer: Irving pecomees 
roducer: Gera ean 

Pont I: 30 Mins., Wed., (29) 8:30 


_m. 
Part II: 30 Mins., Fri., (31) 8:30 


p.m. 

ABC, from New York 

“The Korea Story.” spliced into 
two half-hour segments last week, 
was ABC's truce-time attempt— 
via its public affairs department s 
cooperation with the United Na- 
tions Department of Information 
—to sum up the conflict in a doc- 
umentary of actuality recording 
and narration 

Despite the noble ambition, the 
result was not too successful. Evi- 
dently more work had gone into 
Part II. which came off as a well- 
integrated moving document on 
the human side of the war 

Part I, which sounded patched 
up, spotty and lacking in punch 
was a rather lackluster chronology 
of the war. Dick Powell did well 
with his narration, but his bridg- 
ing too frequently Jed into unin- 
spired and undramatic recorded 
segments. 

Among the voices heard were 
those of Ernest Gross, U. S. dele- 
gate, on the beginning of the war; 
Warren Austin’s reporting of the 
entry of Chinese Communists into 
the conflict, and Lester B. Pearson 
president of the | N. general as- 
sembly, warning to face the future 
united. 


Part II, which was subtitled 
“The Quiet War,’ was _ better 
ecripted. It told of the _ fight 
#gainst sickness, poverty and 


homelessness through hungry and 


‘homeless Korean children and theja series of gifts. The inte 


| 


work of 


welfare workers. Helen Hayes 


'gave heart to the program with 


|her moving narration around such 


effective recordings as those of 
homeless children singing “Home 
Sweet Home,” eating fruit peel- 


ings and being recruited for or- | 


phanages by a volunteer Korean 
kid named Kim. Horn, 


ee 


HOW’S THE FAMILY 


With Marshall Kent, Pierre Andre, 

announcer 
Director: Dolph Nelson 
Writers: Seymour Gerber, Kent 
30 Mins.; Sun., 9:30 p.m 
Sustaining 
MBS, from Chicago 

Mutual has resorted to the give- 
away gimmick, sans entertainment 
value, with this half-hour segment, 
which bowed over the net Sunday 
2 Program pivots around a quiz 
format, theugh major portion of 
the opener was devoted to rattling 
off the names of products being 
given away as prizes 
major boast, a:cording to an an- 
nouncement, was that it’s attempt- 
ing to have the biggest retail jack- 
pot in radio. A more determined 
effort to promote show’s entertain- 
ment aspects might prove more 


| beneficial. 


In its current state, “How’s the 
Family” impresses as being de- 
signed more for midday femme au 


diences than for Sunday night dial- | 


ers During the short time al- 
lotted to contestants, of which 
there were three married couples 
on preem emcee Marshall Kent 
asked a few questions, with the 


‘couple answering correctly winning 


UNRRA and UNESCO} 


Broadcast’s | 


lwas slightly unfair in 


duo answered correctly which im- | 


mediately put the other two teams | 


out of the running since they were 
lnot allowed to register an answer 
submitted by a previous couple, 
even if they knew it to be exact. 
|The husbands and wives, inciden- 
tallv, were exchanged, supposedly, 
'to give the show added color, Airer 
lalso had the winning couple enact 
a short skit revolving around 
cliche marital difficulties, with 
prizes issued for the thesping at 
tempt 

Kent was overly exhuberant in 
lhis handling of the stanza. Obvi- 
ous encouragement of audience ap- 


plause at the mention of each 
product on the’ giveaway list 


helped bring down show a peg OI 
two. Jess. 


RADIO RANCH 
With Ernie Lindell, others 
55 Mins.: Mon.-thru-Fri., 1:05 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 
Earlier WGY days are recalled 
as country style music is sung and 
| played by Ernie Lindell’s “Radio” 
Ranch unit on daily blocks. It is 
a matinee show weekdays, but on 
Saturday is spotted for a half-hour 
in the evening after the 
“Grand Ole’ Opry.” 
Lindell, like Otto 
Schneider and other Western 
| troupes to broadcast over the Gen- 
| eral Electric station, plugs personal 


rrogation | munity News,” long a WGY feature | 
that the | and chiefly taken from small town | 
three couples were asked the same | papers in the 50,000 watter’s pri- 
payoff question, in turn. The first | mary territory. 


“Radio Ranch” is a listenable 
program, whose principal appeal 
probably is to mature listeners and 
those living outside large cities. 
The instrumental phase usually 
comes through the microphone 
smoothly; the warbling, pleasantly 
if not sensationally. Male and fe- 





male voices are heard in solos and 
ensembles, women sometimes duet. 
Standard and current tunes are 
offered. 

Lindell emcees in the off-hand 
kidding, frienSly fashion typical of 
such acts. Jaco. 


HOWIE LUND SHOW 

345 Mins.;: Monday-thru Sat. 
Participating 

WJW, Cleveland 


Comeback for Howie Lund has 


| put the popular disker among best 


in the area. From an initial 90- 


| minute return spot, Lund now car- 


| 


NBC | 


Grav, Doc! 


appearances—principally at drive- | 


lins. A different angle for present | 


ries a minimum three-hour 45- 
minute daily session with an ever- 
growing audience. One-time spon- 


sors of “Here’s Howie” have again | 


flocked to his spiel and his most 
pleasant method of record intros 
that are fast paced and timely. His 
use of rhyming intros has long 
been a Lund trademark. 

Platters twirled are largely} 
standard although he'll break the 
routine with novelty change-of- 
pace Gimmicks include tie-ins 
with variecus promotions, but 
they're not overdone. Although | 
hep enough for the jive set he's | 
not a square for the adults. 

Mark. 








a _ 


WPT bate 


PHILADELPHIA 


By late summer, a rating point on WPTZ will 


mean more for advertisers than ever before on 


any Philadelphia station! 


WP1IZ's upcoming coverage increase will 


bring an area gain of 60%, and a population 


gain of more than 25%. 
town, Reading, Bethlehem, Trenton and Wil- 
already looking to WPTZ for the 
best TV.. soon will be getting a signal as 


mington.. 


strong and clear as that received within a few 


miles of the WPTZ transmitter. WPI1Z will 


Cities such as Allen- 


continue to deliver the best signal to the largest 


number of people over the largest area. 


Be sure to get this important plus in your 
Philadelphia market coverage! For availabilities, 


get in touch with WPTZ or NBC Spot Sales 
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ITS STRONG, CLEAR PICTURE TO 


6!; million people 


IN AN AREA OF 
OVER 15,000 SQUARE MILES 











Unite to Resist 
Comm | Move-In 
On N.O. Educ’l TV 


New Orleans, Aug. 4 
An all-out battle was launched 
here Friday (31) by educational and 
civic leaders of the city in conjunc- 
tion with the National Citizens 

Committee for Educational T\ 
protect the New Orleans educa- 
tional television reservation, the 
first to be sought by a commercial 


|} applicant since the June date. 


Target of the attack is VHF chan- 
nel 8. Petitioner is WWEZ Radio, 
Inc., a New Orleans AM licenses 
Its petition filed with the FCC asks 
that rule-making proceedings be 
instituted looking toward the re- 
moval of the educational reserva- 
tion and the _ classification af 
channel 8 as a commercial channel. 

“Although a year or more has 
elapsed since the FCC reserved 
channel 8 for educational use in 
New Orleans, no educational insti 
tution has applied for the use of 
said channel on a non-commercial 
basis,” the WWEZ petition asserts. 
WWEZ stated that if the channel] is 
reclassified, it intends to file an 
application for it. 

Leaders of the Greater New Or- 


|leans Educational TV Foundation 


promptly denied that the petition 
offered reasonable grounds for any 
adverse action by the FCC. 

They asserted that both edu- 
cators and civic leaders have been 
proceeding diligently with the com- 
plex task of forming a co-operative 
organization to raise funds and 
apply for a license. At the same 
time they took steps to intensify 
their efforts toward this end. 

They pointed out that only two 
days before the petition was filed, 
representatives of public and paro- 
chial school systems in the area 
parishes (counties), with Earl Min- 
derman, NCCET field liaison offi- 
cer, as consultant, had explored 
and indicated general approval of a 
plan to finance the operation of the 
proposed station. 

On July 8 definite pledges of 
$58,000 per year had been received 
from these school systems. Confer- 
ences are now underway to obtain 
operating fund pledges from col- 
leges and cultural institutions. 
Meanwhile, plans are going for- 
ward to raise funds for construc- 
tion costs under the leadership of 
William Fischer, New Orleans 
banker, and Fred Donaldson, insur- 
ance executive. 

“We intend to resist WWEZ’'s 
petition with all the resources and 
energy at our command,” Mrs.* 
Louis Abramson, Jr., chairman of 
the operating committee, declared. 

Six commercial channels have 
been allocated to New Orleans. 
Two are VHF. One of these is being 
used by WDSU-TV. The other has 
been applied for by three parties 
and wil! be the subject of a hearing 
before the FCC. The other four 
UHF channels allocated by the 
commission have all been applied 
and granted. 





‘Jazzbo’ Collins’ Sponsor 
Emmons TV and Appliances, 
N.Y., inked to bankroll the com- 
plete 20-hour weekly broadcast 
sked of deejay Al (Jazzbo) Collins 
on WNEW beginning Aug. 17. 
About 48 spots a week through 
fall and winter are involved in the 
pact, designed to bally the 1954 
line of Hoffman TV sets. 
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Your Lucky Strike Hit Parade 
presents a special summer Service! 
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During its 12-week hiatus, Your Hit Parade will list in this space 


THE 7 TOP TUNES FROM YOUR HIT PARADE SURVEY 


Here are your Lucky 7 tunes that | I’m Walking Behind A. Song from Moulin 


you would have heard last Saturday 









night, as determined by Your Hit You Rouge | 
Parade Survey, which checks the : 
best sellers in sheet music and 5. Vaya Con Dios 

phonograph records, the songs most 

heard on the air and most played 2. No Other Love 6. April in Portugal 






on the automatic coin machines, 





3. Ruby 7. I Believe 


Look for this listing every week. 
We'll be back on TV Sept. 12 














Be sure to watch Your Hit Parade’s summer TV replacement 


“PRIVATE SECRETARY ”—starring ANN SOTHCRN \, 


Saturdays at 10:30 P.M. (N.Y.T.), NBC Television Network i 


ee. 
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Television Chatter 





New York 
Robert W. Sarnoff, NBC-TV Film 
Division veep, named chairman of 
planning committee for the 50th 
anni conference of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America 


Sept 13-15 Alfred Hopson 
appearing in DuMoeont's “Plain- 
clothesman” Sunday ‘9 James 
Sheldon, formerly with Young & 


Rubicam, now directing two TV 
shows: “Studio One” and “City 
Hospital’ .. George R. Dunham, 
WCBS-TV general sales manager 


back at desk after three-week vaca- 
tion with family at Martha’s Vine- 
yard Wally Cox off to Paris 


Aug. 17 after four weeks of summer 
stock in “Three Men on a Horse.” 
He returns as “Mr. Peepers” Sept 
13... “Talent Patrol,” the Army- 


picked up 23 stations in past two 
weeks for an ABC-TV network 
total of 77 stations ... Ardien B. 
(Rod) Rodner now WABC-TV’s 
program manager . Norman King 
has joined Albert Black Produc- 
tions as associate producer. First 
show of outfit, which just moved 
to new offices in Radio City, will 


role in forthcoming Paramount 
film Mike Dann commuting from 
Martha’s Vineyard to his NBC-TV 
desk during the next three weeks 

Girl born to the Ogden Knapps 
last week. He’s in NBC-TYV station 
relations 

Bernard Grant, who has running 
part on “Search for Tomorrow,” 
plays lead on “City Hospital” 
tomorrow ‘(Thurs.) Bob Stewart, 
formerly with Ward Wheelock, now 
producer-writer on WNBT produc- 
tion staff Bud Palmer now 


hottest sportscaster around. He’s| 


doing the NBC-TV “It Happened 
In Sports,” replaces Jack Lescoulie 
on “Today” starting Friday (7), and 


is skedded for a pre-game program | 


with Tommy Harmon ahead of the 
NBC-TV NCAA football games. He 


lalso has been renewed for the 
: — ae ; -. | WPIX Madison Square Garden 
i Force cruiting st , he 

Air Force recruiting show, has! events for the fall... , Dale Reming- 


ton, formerly of the NBC Toscanini 
staff, now assistant to WNBT pro- 
ducer Johnny Stearns .. Radio- 
tele scripter Margaret Lewerth 


| Stumpf shot a hole in one with 


be “Cavalgade of Singers,” slated | 
for the fall Diana Temple, | 
secretary to Jud Bailey, CBS-TV | 


sports director, to marry Fred 


Kwiecinski Sunday (9) at Forest} 


Hills . Robert B. Patt, WCBS- 
TV's advertising-promotion direc- 


| 


tor, off with family for two Cape | 


Cod weeks at Chatham, Mass. . . 
Kay Medford on “Studio One Sum- 
mer Theatre’ Monday (10) Bill 
Leonard replaces Larry LeSueur 
on WCBS-TV’'s “An Eye on New 
York” beginning Sunday (9). . 
Lisa Howard, Kevin McCarthy and 
Charles Bickford will co-star in 
“Sunk” on NBC-TV’'s “Ford Thea- 
tre” Aug. 6. 

Sportscaster Bill Stern will nar- 
rate a film short being produced by 
Hollywood scenarist Malvin Wald, 
based on outstanding errers of the 
World Series games in the last 10 
years Mort Weinbach, formerly 
national director of TV operations 
for ABC-TV, appointed as the web’s 
director of labor relations Hollis 
Irving, wife of Charles Irving, pro- 
ducer of CBS-TV’s “Search for To- 
morrow,” being cast for an acting 





four iron at Wacecabuc Country | 


Club while vacationing at South 
Salem, N. Y 

Felicia Sanders to be the first 
guest on the Sammy Kaye show for 
Dunhills Saturday (8) .. . Rudy 
Vallee to emcee the Arthur Murray 
show Sunday (9)... Gertrude Berg 
guesting on the Tex & Jinx session 
Monday (10). 

NBC-TV producer Carolyn Burke 
to Bermuda for vacation... Rob- 
ert J. Shaw, tele scripter, teaching 
a course in radio and TV writing 
at U. of Colorado’s Writer’s Con- 
ference at Boulder, Aug. 1 to 15 

Bernie Wayne named music 
coordinator for WNBT’s Saturday 
night edition of the Morey Amster- 
dam show. 


Hollywood 

KLAC-TV exec Russ Horgan off 
to Lake Tahoe and Santa Cruz 
mountains on a vacash... Desilu 
inked art director Ralph Berger 
to a 52-week pact Superior 
Mortgage angeling James MecNa- 
mara’s KLAC-TV newscasts, also 
segment of Peter Potter show... 
Les Goodwins directing David 


Four Star Playhouse 
Lubin set by William Morris, 
agency as mmrusic conductor for | 
“Letter to Loretta” series, starring | 
Loretta Young .. . Reavis Winkler 
shifted from Filmcraft Productions 
flackery to KTTV as pub chief. 
Normand Houle of KLAC-TV off 





to Montreal on vacation . .. Jack 
| Bailey exits “Queen for a Day” on 
| KHJ-TV for a month’s vacash, and 
| subbing for him will be Robert 





| Alda, Ben Alexander, Ken Murray | from appendectomy . 
John Vrba,/| ations for ABC... 


jand Jack Smith 
KTTV exec, to Chicago on biz... 
KTLA topper Klaus Landsberg 
awarded B'nai’ B’rith Menorah 
award of year for “devotion of his 
talents and energies to betterment 
of his fellow men.” Award will be 
presented at a dinner Oct. 25. 


Chicago 
Entire cast of “Super Circus” to 
|entertain at Disabled American 
| Vet's convention in Kansas City, 
| Mo., Aug. 27 


|chores at WBBM-TV while latter 
| vacations for two weeks on the 
| Coast WBKB cross-the-board 
| entry, “All About Baby” back Sept. 
|7 on participation basis in 9:15 to 
19:30 a.m. slot with Libby’s Baby 
| Food sponsoring three times 
week through J. Walter Thompson. 

John Ott showing films he made 
of Stateville Prison gardens on 
WNBQ’s “How Does Your Garden | 
Grow?” Aug. 9... “Let’s Exercise” 
femcee Ed Allen trodding the} 


=) 


| boards at Drury Lane strawhatter | Aug 
} 


|in current offering, “Harvey” .. .| 
| William Spencer new member of 
ithe WBBM-TV engineering dept. 
... Jack Kilpatrick named asst. to 
| WBKB programming mgr. John 
Fitzpatrick ... 
bankrolling Tony Weitzel’s evening | 


starting Sept. 2 through Fulton- 
Morrissey agency CBS flack | 


private plane next week. 








New Orleans — Evelyn Kay,| 


writer, commentator and fashion |‘ 


eo-ordinator, is newest addition to |} 
|\the staff of WDSU. She'll be) 
| starred, on “The Jewel Box,” daily | 
| half-hour women’s variety stanza. | 
|Shes a native of Binghamton, N. Y. 


Sebastian®has joined C. E. 
formerly with Lever Bros... . 
Radio spot sales. . 
Tredneler-Meurer town for United Cerebral Palsy convention at 
| father of his fourth, a boy... 
| joined Forjoe & Co., Inc., as sales account execs. . 
|editor of the N. 


| Women’s Press Club. . 
Barbara Sims| WMGM, will 
filling in on Shirley Ryan’s chirping | Summer Nationals in St. Louis, Mo., this week... 
exec Sam Faust, assistant night manager Paul Baron, announcer Larry 


Blenheim, announcer Dick De Freitas, on vacation. 


Robert D. Holbrook, prez of Compton ad agency, appointed Henry 
A. Haines as secretary participating in general management of the 
back to her regular role on NBC-Radio’s 
| “Road Of Life,” following strawhat tour in “John Loves Mary” opposite 
. Jennie Goldstein making guest appearance in 
| musical sketch, “Candy Store Cantata’ on WMGM’s “American-Jewish 

. Robert M.-Gillham named a veepee at Cun- 
He'll serve in executive capacity on Chesterfield 


|}agency... Irving 


| Farley Granger .. 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Arnold Rittenberg, of “Original Amateur Hour” staff, recovering 
.. Mort Weinbach named director of labor re- 
Ralph W. Long, Jr. with N. Y. sales staff of the 
| George P. Hollingbery Co., national AM-TV station reps . 
Hooper, Inc. as research analyst. He was 
Henry R. Flynn named general salee 


. Ray Meurer of 


. Henry Gladstone, WOR-MBS 


gab session three times a week | JN HOLLYWOOD eee 


1953 





From the Production Centres 


$44444 


. Hugh 


Campbell- 


newsman, 


Dick Foote and Dirk A. Watson have 
. Erwin Single, 
Staats-Zeitung, German-language daily, named 
director of special events of German programs on WWRL. . 
| Markel, Mutual women’s news commentator, installed as prez of the 
. Bertram Lebhar, Jr., director of 
participate on the American Contract Bridge League 
WMGM’'s account 


. Hazel 


Warren V. Bush leaves as radio-tele director of Young & Rubicam 
14 to take a post with Radio Free Europe in Munich, Germany 
. Marcella Cisney, probably the only femme director of a space 
| opera, taking over ‘Rod Brown of the Rocket Rangers” while director 
| George Gould off on vacation after this week’s show .. . 
field, ex-assistant to Raymond Katz, WMGM program director, heads 
Oklahoma Oil Co., | UP the new radio package firm of I. W. Greenfield Associates. 


Irwin Green- 


Y & R's Sigurd Larmon came down from Bohemian Grove to sesh 
chief Chuck Wiley vacationing for| With the firm's clients and mingle with the help. He also inspected 


three weeks in Pittsburgh . .. Two} the agency’s new downtown quarters for printed media, hard by Union 
Ton. Baker making p.a. at Mother) Oil, recently wooed away from Foote, Cone & Belding and billing 
Cabrini Festival here, Aug. 16. . .| $2,000,000 a year . . . Hank Garson, Dave Schwartz and Bob Ross took 


“Welcome Travelers” star Tommy | space in the writer-producer cubicles at CBS . . . ABC’s Robert Kint- 
Bartlett and show's chief writer) ner, flying for the first time in 10 years, skied in and out and not a 
Frank Barton and wife off for | head fell despite all the bar gossip. . 
Canadian vacation in Bartlett's | agency is Tony Stanford. He’s back home again, this time for good 
|... Harry Witt, Jr., son of the coast head of McClinton & McClutch, 
{is fronting the Hollywood Rhythm Rangers on the state fair circuit 
. Chet Mittendorf, whose “Breakfast in Hollywood” made a sur- 
prising comeback, has two more coming up for NBC. One is for Harry 
Stewart (Yogi Yorgenson), who'll be the Svensk concept of the “lover 
boy,” and the other a singy thing called “That’s My Song” for Johnny 
. It looked like old times in’'a Brown Derby booth shared 


(Continued on page 36) 


. Happiest guy at the Thompson 














Niven in “For Art’s Sake,” for 


ui gen 


of Chicago 


announces the opening of his 


New York Studio at 1619 Broadway. . 
For Appointments phone: PL 7-1527, 














All Photography exclusively 


by Maurice Seymour. 


“hit Conditioned Fer Your Cenvenience” 
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THE AMERICAN PUBLIC CHOOSES 





“More than 50 million people are reported to 


~~ have heard Mary Martin and Ethel Merman sing 


a cavalcade of American songs on the great 
“Ford 50th Anniversary Show.” Critics and 
public alike agreed that this act was the high 
spot of the show. Their medley of songs, ail 
written by ASCAP members, were rated as an 
all-time Hit Parade. 

As a result of many requests, ASCAP now 
is offering complimentary a listing of hit tunes 
which America has sung and played throughout 
the past 35 years and which are available under 
an ASCAP license. It is the Society's sincere 
hope that this booklet will serve as a ready 
reference source of program material for tele- 
vision and radio broadcasters, advertising 
agencies, theatre exhibitors, and all those 
engaged in entertaining the American public. 

Although this listing contains only a very 
small portion of the Society's vast repertory, 
we believe that it should make it possible for 


- those in the entertainment field to discover 


more ways in which their ASCAP license can 
help them to make greater profits. 


AMERICAN SOCIETY OF COMPOSERS, AUTHORS AND PUBLISHERS 


575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, WN. Y. 
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Await Palm Springs Study as Key 
To Release of Pix Backlogs for TV sitet fcintin ny shat 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
All-important question of wheth- 
er or not the major motion picture 
studios will ever release their back- 


logs of theatrical pix to television | 


may be answered next fall, when 
Telemeter launches its long-awaited 
test of the pay-as-you-see system 
in Palm Springs. The 
plans to use a mixture of first-run 
and oldies already promised by the 
majors as well as indies for the 
test 

Carl Leserman, v.p. of 
meter Aas certain the 
test would prove to the majors that 
there was immense value in their 
backlogs via the pay-as-you-see 
setup, and that once they saw such 
proof they would discard the 
present hesitancy on use of their 
product on TV. 


To date more than 400 homes 
with TV sets have been hooked up 
to Telemeter’s special antenna 
bringing teevee into the resort city 
from L.A. and the 
shooting for about 
time the Palm Springs season ends. 
Leserman said he figures they 
need this many installations to be 
assured of an equitable test. 


said that ne 


At the rate of progress current- 
ly proceeding, the Telemeter test 
will begin in October, the exec 
said. Majors and indies both have 
assured product for the venture in 
confabs Leserman has held with 


compaDy | 


‘Phillips H. Lord, Crew 


Tele- | 


company 184 
1,000 by the 


more. 


|} Leserman predicted his pay-as- 


you-see system, in which. Para- 
mount has a substantial financial 
interest. will be on the air in two 
years. He opined present televi- 
tion programming is mediocre, and 
that this inevitably will help Tele- 
meter. 


Of 30 Way Down East 
Shooting ‘Gang Busters’ 


Packager Phillips H. Lord is this 
| week up in Bartlett’s Island, off 
|Mt. Desert, Maine, with a crew of 
30, sheoting six new “Gang Bust- 
ers” vidfilms. While up there, ac- 
cording to his program supervisor, 
Leonard H. Bass, the producer- 
director is also “making the wires 


hum” in negotiations for the tele- 
pix sponsorship with several 
clients 

Twenty-six of the “Gang Buster” 


| vidfilms, 19 of which were shown 
on the network last year, are now 
| being peddled under the title ““Cap- 
|} tured” by the NBC Film Division 
| Lord’s “Counterspy” is currently 
'on NBC-Radio and his radio “Gang 
| Busters” on CBS. 

| Bass said the packager will turn 
}out kines of at least two new vid- 
film shows this fall. 


Dicker Lanchester Vidpix 


Walter (Hank) Richards, who 
| bought the telefilm rights to “Chil- 


'ering for Elsa Lanchester to play 


; pix execs for the past year or Mrs. Bryant, in vid seriees. 


| He’s currently huddling with 
Bryant at latters home in Point 
Pleasant, West Virginia. 


Foreign Pix Yield 
| Big TV Grosses 


| Nathan Kramer, prez of Ameri- 
can-British TV Movies, Inc., will 
be back in his N. Y. homeoffice 
tomorrow (‘(Thurs.) with a new 
package of feature films for TV as 
result of his two-month trek 
through England, France’ and 
Israel. 

Meanwhile, Michael Ryams, vee- 
pee, says the firm 
over $500,000 since it began here a 
year ago, largely due to sales of its 





package of 40 British feature films, | 


now in over 15 TV markets. The 
films bear such titles as ‘Forty 
Thousand Horsemen” and “The 


Body Said No,” and they feature | 


such British stars as Michael Wild- 
jing, Valerie Hobson 
| Churchill. 

| “We're lucky in that none of the 
|characters in the pictures use a 
| broad English accent,” says Hyams. 
i“Station program directors 
plain when a British gangster 
|sounds as if he were educated at 
Oxford.” 


EDWARD ARNOLD TO 
ABC: ‘FILM, OR ELSE’ 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 

ABC Radio’s “Mr. President,” 
Edward Arnold, is one performer 
who won't throw his hat into the 
TV ring, unless it’s under his con- 
ditions. Appearing in the Windy 
City last week for a p.a. at Ray- 
theon TV-Radio Corp. annual sales 





has grossed | 


and Sarah | 


com- | 


meeting, the vet thesp said he was 
unhappy with the present TV pic- 
ture. 

Arnold will accept a long series 
|TV commitment “only if it’s on 

film.” With 110 pic credits in his 
21-year acting career he would like 
to make a more substantial move 
to TV than the one-shot ventures 
he’s had to date, but for many rea- 
sons he’s sure he’ll content himself 
with his present situation, 

Recent audition kines of “Mr. 
| President” were not satisfactory to 
Arnold. It’s his feeling that the 
visual medium, costumes, sets, etc., 
give away the “gag” in the show, 
making it too easy for viewers to 
guess the identity of the president 
being portrayed. 

As to another type of show, he 
says he hasn't found one that suits 
his talents. “In the meantime,” 
Arnold said, “film fare is getting 
better and better, and speaking 
from an economical standpoint, it’s 
|my belief that eventually all dra- 
matie shows will be on film. When 
that day arrives J’]l make the 
move.” 





| Boston—John Mounteer,  an- 
nouncer-disk jockey with WXKW, 
Albany, for three years, has joined 
!'WVDA, Boston, an ABC affiliate. 




















of NBC's new 


listener must 





ers!” 
Cousin Willie 
° sonality 


the right thing 
time. 


4:30 p.m.” 


conditioned.) 


Cousin Willie 
for the job. 


Q.—Address? 
av., Glendale. 








| Chicago 


When Bill Idelson walked on 
stage last week for the premiere A 
summer 
series, Cousin Willie, many a 
have 
“Well, looka here, Here's Mil- 
waukee’'s version of Mr. Peep- 


Mr. Peepers [Wally Cox), is a 
gentle, naive character, a per- 
with an 
recognizable genius for doing 


He is also, like Peepers, 
devastatingly logical, so much 
80 that his conversation some- 
times duvesn't make much sense 
to “normal” people. 

Cousin Willie comes from Mil- 
waukee to stay with his cousin, 
Fran Sample, in Glendale, Cal. 
He is a bit slow about looking 
for work, altho his character is 
good. He spends his time read- 
ing, “How to Be a Success by 
Ultimately, 
nudges him into answering a 
want ad inserted by P. D. Rocky, 


the “reconditioned vacuum 
cleaner king of southern Cali- 
fornia.” (“Never say second 


hand cleaners. People will pay 
$5 more if you call them re- 


Sample of Cousin Willie 
Three 


enough to illustrate his discon- 
certing thought processes. 


Q.—Telephone? A.—O, sure. 


THE WORLD'S 


BILLY IDELSON IN COUSIN WILLIE; 


Sunday 


A Reprint from the 


Tribune 


GREATEST NEWSPAPER 


July 19, 1953 


A NEW PEEPERS 


By ANTON REMENIH 


Q.—Does it 


radio Willie, who 


fornia and How 
tucked under h 


remarked: 


the interview, 
tionist, another 
[Idelson], like 


“Gee,” 


immediately pretty freckles 


have a number? 


——Well, it rings. 


volume of “The Birds of Cali- 


watcher [like Peepers]. During 


catches his eye. He 
her, moved to heroic rhetorical 
heights by his emotion. 

he says, “You've got 


Sade. 


arrived with a sounds like a 
to Know Them” 
is arm, is a bird 


Rocky's recep- and Molly. 
gentle creature, satisfy the F. 
flatters 


«+ « « just like a new seats, 
Doris and 





at the wrong 


Fran 


is interviewed 








Milwaukee] 


ation comedy 
Maks 


whim [or his 


yard stick of 
me laugh. 


ence, 








lines are 


A.— Mariposa 
I Idelson is 


veteran radio 


BILLY IDELSON 


speckled belly plover.” 


role as the bland, underplaying 


ploits 
during and 


remembered by 
listeners for his 


Contact NBC Sales or Frank Cooper Associates 


Rush, the teen-ager in Vie and 
Actually, Cousin Willie 


Cousin Willie [WMAQ, 8:30 
p.m. Tuesdays] is a summer re- ¢ 
placement for 
While he may not 


one could], the program never- 
theless should keep most of the 
audience and possibly fill some 


Frank 
is good, the sup- 
porting cast excellent, and the 
format in keeping with the situ- 


Prophecy, particularly in this 
business in which a sponsor's 


ly more important in determin- 
ing the fate of a show than a 
critic’s pat on the back, is dan- 
gerous. All I know for sure is 
that the program 


Cousin Willie is another in a 
slowly growing list of TV-radio 
‘ characters who employ a feather 
rather than a baseball bat to 
coerce laughter from an audi- 


There certainly is room for 
both types of humor in radio 
and television. But for this lis- 
tener, the comedian who ex- 
limitless 
tions” for laughs is more en- 


satisfying than the yakkers who 
for years have been camouflag- 
ing the five or six basie jokes 
of the human race. 


THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE GOES FOR THIS SHOW—HOW ABOUT YOU? 


Founded June 10, 1842 


grown up Rush, 


Fibber McGee 


& M. faithful [no 


The writing [by 
Hursley of 


trend. 


You Laugh 


wife's] is infinite- 


fulfills my 
comedy—it makes 


family “situa- 


potentially more 














Resolve Complex. 
Contractual Issues 
On Topper’ Vidpix 


Because of the sundry rights anq 
|other conditions, Julian T. Abelk 
attorney for Bernard L. Schu} : 
and John W. Loveton, who will act 
¥ 
Ss 





as producer of the “Topper” \ 
series when it starts for C 
on CBS in October, has just ; 
refined the lengthy 60-page 
tract. The deal embraces a flat ; 
alty to the Thorne Smith estate 
for the usage of the author's b; 
character. The co-stars are 
Jeffreys and her husband, Robert 
Sterling, as “Marion and Geor; 
Kerby,” and Leo G. Carroll and 
| Lee Patrick as Mr. and Mis 
|Topper. (The Hal Roach {f 
| Originals were played by Roland 
| Young, Constance Bennett and 
|Cary Grant in the first two pix, 
“Topper” (1937) and “Topper 
| Takes a Trip” (1939). The ‘41 ce. 
‘quel, “Topper Returns,” was head- 
|}ed by Young, Dennis O'Keefe and 
| Carole Landis.) 
| Phil Rapp will direct and Geor; 
| Oppenheimer is head writer. Ea 
| will be a separate episode on 
| firm 26-week teeoff but with « 
itions to five years, plus  fiy 
| years. Each film starts 
$30,000 and graduates up to $3: 
| 000, $37,500 and $40,000 per pice 
| ture, considered one of the fanciest 
|vidpix pacMages. There is an 
| $8,500 re-run supplement, per film, 
and gives Schubert, Loveton, et al, 
all rights—radio, television, motion 
picture theatres, etc.—immediately 
outside of the U. S., Canada, Mexi- 
co, Hawaii, Cuba and kindred ter- 
ritory. In short, the films may be 
played in any medium, sans the 
Camels commercials, of course, in 
South America, Europe, South Af- 
rica, Australia, and the like. 
Considered one of the teughest 
contracts to work out because the 
William Esty agency, representing 
R. J. Reynolds & Co. (Camels), 
wanted to provide for this or tha 
contingency, it has finally been re- 
duced to writing. There are such 
details as musicians’ union, moral 
turpitude and kindred provisos. On 
the latter score, Abeles refused to 
any blanket cancellation—‘if any- 
(Continued on page 38) 


Old Popkin-UA Pix 
Set For WCBS-TY 


Comet Television Pictures has 
sold a seven-pic package of Harry 
M. Popkin productions, which 
were originally released by United 
Artists from 1948 through 1951, te 
WCBS-TV, N.Y. 

Bundle is supposedly the newest, 
big-name high budgeters released 
to tele. NBC Film Division, it’s un- 
derstood, offered as high as $50,000 
a film to handle the distribution, 
with Popkin turning down the of- 
fer in favor of Comet, which is dis- 
tributing on a local basis throughs 
out the country. 

Films, which WCBS-TV has ex- 
clusively in New York, are: “Cham- 
pagne for Caesar,” with Ronald 
Colman, Celeste Holm and Vin- 
cent Price; “DOA,” with Edmund 
O’Brien and Pamela Britton; “Sec 
ond Woman,” with Robert Young 
and Betsy Drake; “My Dear Sec- 
retary,” with Kirk Douglas and 
Laraine Day; “Impact,” with Brian 
Donlevy and Ella Raines; “The Big 
Wheel,” with Mickey Rooney and 
Thomas Mitchell, and “Quicksand,” 
with Rooney. 

Station will start showing the 
pix on the Late and Early Shows 
in October. 
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Meggers Too ‘Snobbish’ to See 
Vidilm's Value, Opines Brahm 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
“You can’t lick ’em, so you might 
well join "em—and it will do 
you both good.” 
‘'s John Brahm’s advice to 


lat 


vision’s demands, Brahm feels, is 
| as important to a director as news- 
; paper training is to a writer. It 
|teaches economy of style and 
| Brahm, who went from the Schlitz 
; assignment to direct for Ford The- 
| atre, 


d ‘ors who have. adopted a Rol ‘ghee eae Productions and 
re _ oland Reed—with time o % 
ish and standoffish” attitude ee ° ee 
: wee if _ | tween to direct e Eastman colo1 
| television films. The veter-| widescreen “The Diamond Queen,’ 
sger says some of his col-|starring Arlene Dahl and Fern 
remind him of the old-|4ndo Lan und television “of 
. }enormous help lo: ‘ana : 
sit stagers who had a Simi-| «Oueen” for onary He wound up 
tude toward films 25 years Bi  ” ‘ample, In 20 days 
. i Latitti ] is ret +O 
n the introduction of sound ac casting 
, Bryan Fo production of The 
created a demand for the | yy.4 italia : , 
s of stage directors. cong age setter en vhich has a three- 
: week shooting schedule 


m admits he had much the 
: attitude when he came to 
( fornia in the early 30’s to han- 
dle is first film assignment. His 
snobbishness at that time was soon 
i ced by enthusiasm. 

the end of this last year,” 

calls, “I suddenly realized I 

making the same _ mistake 
R t television 
( a half-hour show for Schlitz. 

idered at 


ynly two days shooting time— | 
I was able to shoot 22} 
Frankly, I en- | 


in one day. 
| tl ec 
was more 
however, 
m feels his 


I 
} 
l I found 
I 
] 


whole experience.” 
than mere enjoy- 
1 and that’s why 
I colleagues are 
making a serious mistake when 
t bypass television. Demands 
the medium sharpen a director's 
tools and he frequently returns to 
work in feature films with a keener 
awareness of how to meet schedule 
problems, 

“I don’t see television as neces- 
sarily the ideal creative form in 
which to work,” Brahm admits. “I 
know its time limitations are 
rough, but it has much to bring a 
director. You have to learn how 


to cut right to the heart of & script 
—you have to pare away all non- 
If you are successful, 
you end up with a lean, direct! some freedom to get away every | He 


essentials. 


s10r} 


and I agreed to} 


the thought that I} 


“A three-week schedule now.” 

he admits, “looks to me like three 
months used to before I did ts le- 
Iecroteg films. It’s all a matter of 
| perspective.” 


Ritchie ‘Norbert’ Telepix 
| Set fo Sept. Release 


D&R 
Productions, has just 


j completed 
three programs of his 
i new 


situation-comedy telefilm se- 
ries, ‘‘Norbert,”’ at his Telson Stu 
dios in Long Island City. 

Films will be ready 
the first week of September. 
| Ritchie stars in the title role, with 
production supervised by 
Langlois. Director is Jose DiDona 
|to and scripters are Leo Corday 
and Ben Weissman. 


te lle, Who heads 


15-minute 





Skelton on Film, Too 


| Although Red Skelton'’s new 
| CBS-TV fall program (Tuesdays at 
8:30 p.m.) been billed as a 


has 


| rams will be on film. 
| This is to give the 


now and then. Twentynine 
| grams, at least, will be live 


| ‘‘live’’ show, a maximum of 10 pro- 


pi O- 


| minute 


| panies 


for showing 


Leo | 


| theatrical 


| 


comedian | 


‘Cameo Curtains’ In 


Of Top Film Trailers’ 


Cameo Curtains Inc., having | 
lined up a deal with film firms, 
has bought a weekly series of five- 
“Today” participations in 
22 NBC-TV markets to put on a 
pic-preview show called “Prevue 
Cameos.” Program within a pro- 
gram will be seen three times a 
week, beginning the end of August 
will be 
. m top Holly 
with a tele pitch to vO see 
movie tonight.” Firm |} 
set deals to show clips from Para 

Holiday,” “‘Littl 

orever Females,” a 

Here Come the Gir! 


made up 
wood proauct 
as reported 
as repo! 
n “Roman 
Boy Lost,” **} 
Bob Hope *s 


nount's 


20th’s “M1 Scoutmastetr an 
Dangerous Crossing: RKO's “TI 
Sword and the Rose,” and UA’'s 


“Return to Paradise.” 

Idea is to show a pic in the local 
market it’s playing, giving pix con 
valuable tele trailers, with 
Cameo making its commercial pitch 


for window curtainsy Field is com 


paratively free since Ed Sullivan 
“Toast of the Town" recentls 
dropped the showing of new pi 
releases 

If “Prevue Cameo woes ovel 
film firms may ease up on theil 
buying of local tele time to plug 
their new wares, and seek othe 


companies to bankroll 
grams 


similar pro 


Lurie to Europe To 
Scout TV Pix Properties 


Walter Lurie is leaving fo! 
Europe next Monday (10) for a 
one-month trip to scout film prod- 
uct for tele and theatre exhibition 
Itinerary includes Paris, Rome and 
Venice, 

Lurie has already bought an in- 
terest in several French films fot 
release, including the} 
new Jean Gabin-Michele Morgan 
starrer, ““Moment of Truth,” next 
bill at New York's Paris Theatre 
also has a couple of tested 
radio properties for conversion to 
tele-films 


Ed Gardner’ 


‘Today’ Vidpix Insert | 


s 117 ‘Duffy's Tavern 


Vidpix (In Color) for Matty Fox 


Fd (‘Archie’) Gardner, produ- 
cer-star of “Duffy's Tavern,” is 
currently on the Coast setting up 
production plans for 117 “Duffy” 


x to be co produced with Hal 
in Jt at the Roach studio 
! Matty Fox of MPTV. The head 
ot M n Pictures for Television 

ty CGardnet $2?" OOO 
pilus Ol l e-run 

for t ) 39 pe 
( fo e shorts to be 
1 twhonen tinted 

\ ey ne ready Dt 
current mmpatible 

be utilized pro 
( bee St $45,000 pe 
1 i i¢ I il of $3.265 
lhe deal, Fox said, is a forerun 
ne of the new plan whereby the 
! any Ss focus of television sales 
and idvertisir will be shifted 
fro 1 national sales basis to 
cation sales under which 
propel! ‘ Will be ] cit 

é Th ’ an 

| } I hase b ) i 1 

Ve ISCl l! Ot hout Lhe nat ! 
Fox disclosed that MPTV. will 
itself completely finance the deal 


and will own the negatives in asso 


ition with Gardner and Roach 
MPTV will also handle all sale 
ind distribution for “Duffy's Ta 


finalize newotia 
tions with a leading national net 
work executive almost immediate 
ly,’ he said. “He will join our or 
ganization to head activities of the 
new ‘direct-station-sales’ distribu 
tion system for especially-pro 
duced television films. Our present 
sales organization, headed by E. H 
Kzzes will continue without 
change.” 
9 New Exchanges 


We expect to 


Nine new distribution-sales ex 
changes will be established in the 
near future, Fox stated, to augment 


the present 6 MPTV, Inc. ex 
changes located in New York, Bos 
ton, Detroit, Chicayvo, Dallas and 


Los Angeles. Selling and servicing 


of television films will follow the 
pattern of the present exchange 
systems of the major motion pic- 
ture companies. 

“Shortly, we will be prepared to 
announce a minimum of fout 
sibly six, television film prog 


to be produced and sold und 


same ‘direct-station-sales’ po 

Dulks lavern Fos ted 
Gardner and Roach are cu 

ly setting the director scrip 

Comedian flew 

ip d'Antibes wl 


itioning with hi 


Cast etc 
week trom ( 
was vac 


« 


te Sin and their two 


iren. Family will vit 
Coast after Mt Gardner ree 
from penicillin poisoning. She 4 


Austrian Tyrol to 


one 


gone to the 
cuperate 
the Gardners have been hi 
in Europe giving up theu 
Puerto Rico home—onl 
built where “Duffv" was. taned 
for broadcasting a 
on back 
1 flv hi uest 
ton, PLR for 
l produced an 
The 


film there 
will be dene in Hollywood 


since 


recent 


couple ol i 

Gardner at thal 

to the ¢ 

the taped 
abor 

vidpix ser 

hiya) 


COAST VIDPIC HIATUS 
COMING TO AN END 


Hollywood, Aug. 4 
Telefilm production hiatu is 
coming to an end in Hollywood 
with the resumption of filming on 
several series which have been on 
vacation Three start this week 
and six more will be rolling again 


in the next four weeks 
This week's starters are “My 
| Litthe Margie “Adventures of 


Ozzie and Harriet” and “Cavalcade 
of America.” Others returning to 


work are “I Love Joan,” Aug. 14; 
“Burns and Allen,” Aug. 19 Life 
of Rilev.” Aug. 20; “Private Secre- 
tary.” Aug. 24 and “I Love Lucy” 
and “Qur Miss Brooks” early in 


Septembe1 





The experience in meeting tele- 













As your ad plan is carried out... 
So your sales are built. 


EXCLUSIVE SALES OFFICES: CINCINNATI ® DAY 


LW 








Piling up sales mountains is 


became a Crosley Station... and Crosley made the ‘‘A”’ also ek. 
stand for Action! Here, your time dollar buys buying audience _ |. 


Ever hear of making a mountain out of an ant hill? 


no new story since WLW-A 


and talent that sells. Then expert merchandising plans and 


smashing program exploitation through the client service 


department really cinch your 


— 





Want sales in Atlanta? Ask WLW-A. 


“y 


Atlanta's Dynamic Station 


sales in the South! 
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NBC’S TV AUDIENCE LEAD OVER SECOND 
NETWORK CONTINUES TO INCREASE 


From the beginning of network television, NBC has consistently 


= 
+ 
“s) 


led all networks in audience delivered for advertisers. 


That lead is increasing. 


In 1952 the average NBC program—day and night—reached 919,000 
more homes than the second network. In 1953 NBC's average program 
has increased its lead to 1,312,000 more than the second network 


—an increase of 393,000 homes. 














HOMES REACHED BY AVERAGE PROGRAM 1952 1953 
NBC 3, ainda Ss 037, 000 
NETWORK NO. 2 By 721, 000 3, 725, 000 











An ever-expanding audience lead is another important reason why 


NBC is America’s No. 1 Network. 


Next week... further proof. 


NBC’s Audience Advantage is to Your Advantage :.: Use It. 
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a service of Radio Corporation of America 


SOURCES: Nielsen Television Tide r, Januai y-Apr il, 1952 and 1952, Average Sponsored Program, 
Ave rage per-mti ite audience Jor both years, 


(Nielse yn SI piinute GUdCIENCE re t available ‘i 1952.) 
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(with the added likelihood of 
American Tobacco joining in the 
Ray Bolger sponsorship on an al- 
ternate-week basis’ that a bigtime 
ABC-TV became a fait accompli. 
Coupled with that, of course, are 
the brace of sponsors for the 


George Jessel Sunday evening 
show: the two-way Walter Winchel 
sponsorship dea the Paul Hart- 
man diternate Spor 

“Jamie b ngs a 

biz 


Clearance Picture Bright 

Fact that ABC. with 143 TV 
tion aff atlor 1! ] 
Lion lo de el ( , . ~,* Or a 
minimum Da of B85 
tion televi n nome [ S Steel 
goes to bat with a 60-station linet 
30 of them live, in the face of tl 
strong Tuesday rosters on NBC- 
CBS), reflects the brighter clear- 
ance picture with the growth of 
facilities in the top 200 TV mar- 
kets 

It's estimated § that since the 
merger, ABC-TV has wrapped up 
time sale commitment totaling 
$12,000,000 annual] vhich puts 
the network in the position of hav- 
ing its $30,000,000 cake and eating 
it, too. For the original sum, it’s 
reported, is today almost intact 
The $12,000,000 is time alone, ex- 
clusive of the package prices in 
which the web has an ownership 
stake. Thus, despite the several] mil- 
lion dollar investment involved in 
negotiating the Danny Thomas, 
Ray Bolger, George Jessel, Sammy 
Davis, Jr.; Paul Hartman, Martin 
Block, Joel Grey, etc., talent com- 
mitments, as well as the film deals 
such as with Hal Roach, the monies 
expended have been more than 
covered by the sales. 


It's recalled, too, that the com- 


bined AB-PT operation was com-| rejected a N. Y. jury verdict that|Jead in “Lou 
yelled to sink an immediate $7,- | Campbell 


The ‘ABC Story’ 


—_— Continued from page 21 


loans. However, $6,000,000 was im- 
mediately restored to the overall 
fund through the sale of WBKB in 
Chicago to CBS. 

At the moment fhe emergence 


of ABC-TV as a major “Big Three” | 


entity remains a promising poten- 
tial, rather than a reality. The real 
test won't come until the fall sea- 


on is in full swing, when the Niel- 
ens are posted on the upcoming 
Digtime entries, 








TV Frustration | 


ume Continued from page 22 
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fidential ’ DooK navy 
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e served notice 
through their lawyers that use of 
the program title would infringe on 
their rights. Program title was 
changed to “Pentagon, U.S.A.” this 
week after warning letter had been 
received 
Other Moves 

Other legal action on _ othe 
fronts include 

In Los Angeles, attorney for Phil 
Rapp, creator of ‘The Bickersons,’ 
has warned NBC-TV to “cease and 
desist m presenting “Saturday 
Night Revue” sketches of Eddie 
Foy Jr., and Sara Berner, which 
Rapp considers “a burlesque and 
plagiarism” of “Bickersons.” 


In Chicago, Walter Schwimmer | 


Productions filed a $1,000,000 suit, 
charging that its ‘‘Movie Quick 
Quiz’ was “copied and imitated” 
by “Look Photoquiz,” taken from 
the Cowles publication, filmed by 
Telenews Productions and distrib- 
uted by United Television Pro- 
grams. 

Justice James B. M,. McNally 


'that his ideas had been pirated for 
the format of NBC’s AM-TV show, 
“Double or Nothing.” 

NBC and Frank Cooper Asso- 

'ciates have been served with no- 

\tice of suit by Gil Babbitt, indie 

producer, who claims that the net’s 
radio show “Second Chance” is an 

|infringement of an idea he con- 
leeived and gave Music Corp. of 
| America fo sell. He states that 

MCA had presented the idea to 

NBC over a year ago. Sustainer 

was sold to NBC by Cooper. Bab- 

bitt is being represented by law 
firm of Silverstone & Rosenthal 


In Los Angeles, writer John W 
Greene filed a $505,000 suit against 
CBS. N. W. Ayer agency and vari- 
ous sponsors of the TV progra 

Y« A T! ere clal ng the 
how a CO} an idea he sub 
nitte y the ne 1945 

Additional legal action has been 
filed with the Federal Communica- 
tior Commissior by station 


WTAR-TV. Norfolk, asking for an 
inquiry into “extraordinary expen- 
ditures” by NBC in publicizing its 
new UHF affiliation with WVEC- 


| 


} 
| 














Continued from page 23 


will pour $1,000,000 annually in the 
WOR coffers. 

Daytime schedule, from 3 to 5 
p.m.,, will comprise three half-hour 
series spanning the two _ hours, 
with the other 30 minutes inter- 
woven by live programming em- 


ceed by Frank McCarthy (using 


TV. and by the Station Represent-| 


jatives Assn., Inc., protesting 
“sledge hammer force” tactics of 
NBC and CBS in encroaching on 


national spot radio-TV sales and 


vidfilm syndication 

If the trend continues, some 
tradesters say, there may soon be 
as Many programs on trial as there 


are on the television tube. Mean- 
while some of the wisenheimers, 
while visiting the nets, have taken 


to singing that Loesser_ song. | 


Chorus might bring “Sue Me” back 
as a bestseller. 





Louisville — Gov Lawrence 
Wetherby last week conferred 
Kentucky Colonel commissions on 
|'WHAS and WHAS-TV_ general 
manager Victor Sholis and Phil 
| Sutterfield, WHAS and WHAS-TV 
| sportscaster. Also recipient of the 


house name of “Allen Granger’’). 
Nighttime schedule will run from 
8:30 to 11 p.m. Sponsors partici- 
pating in the daytime “WOR Radio 
Playhouse” will also get a one- 
minute cuffo commercial in the 
nighttime dramatic series. 

WOR sales presentation guaran- 
tees a 4.5 rating—approximately 
259.000 homes which, says WOR, is 
the top audience delivered by any 
local N. Y. program. Commercials 
will be limited to two per quarter- 
hour. 

Participations will run from $150 
for one (breaking down to 59 
cents cost per thousand), to $1,000 
for 10 (at 39 cents cost per thou- 
sand). Special rate for clients 
coming in prior to Sept. 14 has 
been set up at $140 for one partici- 
pations, to $900 for 10. 

Station is currently mapping an 
intensive ad-promotion campaign 
prior to the teeoff. 


/ Golt ‘Party Line’ 


mum Continued from page 21 jaa 




















through one point. National news 
stories, it’s planned, will be picked 
up for broadcasting at the cities 
of their origination. Instead of a 


|newsman reading a New Orleans 


|honor was Billy Gilbert, Iroquois | 


|Amphitheatre currently playing 


}00,000 into repayment of bank | Charles Carneval $10,000 in his suit | day (3). 


} ——__ __- ee 


tisiana Purchase.” His 
pay writer|commission was presented Mon- 
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OREAKEAST (h HOLLYWOUD 


HEARD EVERY SATURDAY MORNING 


NBC-RADIO Coast to Coast 





CHET MITTENDORE 


Production 


6305 Yucca St. 


Hollywood, Calif. 


Agented by 
FRANK COOPER ASSOCIATES 


NBC Radio Sales 


BREAKFAST IN HOLLYWOOD 
With Jack McCoy, Johnny Mont- 

gall, “Uncle Archie” Preby, 

Gaylord Carter. 
Director: Ralph Hunter 
Producer: Chet Mittendorf 
Sat., 30 Mins.; a.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from Hollywood 

The “old folks” special has 
moved across the street into an 
NBC studio after being a coffee 
klatch for most of its 11 years. 
Chet Mittendorf, who helped the 
late Tom Breneman launch the 
show, has finally got it back on 
NBC's main line with Jack McCoy 
dealing ’em off the lip. The years 
have been kind to this type of 
audience participator despite its 
many imitators and it should pick 
up a sponsor after a few samplings. 

the format has undergone few 
changes. The “hat trick,’ one of 
the Breneman standbys, has been 
abandoned but most of the other 
features are retained with all their 
lusty laughs, Oldsters being gabby 
by nature and liking to raise their 
voices in mass singing, these ele- 
ments are pounded hard. The jolly, 
jovial McCoy has a friendly way 
about him and draws out of them 
such native wit as, “I took one look 
at him and I'm glad I didn't 
marry him,” and “after 40 years 
of marriage he’s not the man J] 
thought he was.” 

Even the kids get into the act 
r One six-year-old tyke said he had 
to climb into trees to keep away 
trom girls who were chasing him, 
Giveaways are what lure most of 
the auditors and the loot runs 
mostly to household appartus, or- 
chids and wishing rings Johnny 
Montgall tenored a pair of num- 
bers in clear tones and Gavlord 
Ca te r pumped the console for 


od musical effect. Archie Presby 
; over the ] 


+ 


irgesse 
idig Se 


He! 























| 


dateline story from New York, for 
example, the network news show 
will shift to New Orleans for first- 
hand reports. ‘ 
The. idea, says Cott, is to have 
the radio equivalent of the tele- 
phone party line, with everyone on 
the line joining in with contribu- 
tions. Shows embodying the con- 
cept probably will begin to make 


|their appearance on NBC Radio 


early in September, with the net 
effort intensified to have the af- 
filiates join in a cooperation in 


| creativity. 


“We plan to use the network for 
all that the network can offer,” 
Cott says. 

Part of the split reshuffle, which 
brought Jack Cleary as diretor of 
network programs and Fred Horton 
as dirdector of network sales to 
NBC Radio, has been the detach- 
ment of John McTigue from the 
NBC Press department to an AM- 
only press job of “account execu- 
tive,” in which he'll operate un- 
der Cott but use the facilities and 
services of Syd Eiges’ Press setup. 
This marks a further carving of 
,the Press department, with the 
, NBC Film Division having its own 
publicity setup—Chuck Henderson, 
Fritz Jacoby and Jack Sebastian 
—operating separately. 


| NBC’s Who, Me?’ | 


\\—_e Continued from page 23 =a! 


“freezing out” 135,000 TV homes 
| in the Gillette pickup of the World 
Series, NBC says it is making no 
{claims of “exclusivity,” and that 
| if Gillette wants to let the series 
run on WTAR-TYV also, it is privi- 
' leged to do so. 




















Norfolk, Aug. 4. 

Thomas P. Chisman, prez of 
/WVEC-TV, last week reported 
, $125,000 worth of local business 
within a period of 10 days, some of 
| the bigger clients including Smith- 
|field Packing Co, Lieverman 
| Motors and Pine Grove Dairy (for 
a half-hour and two 15-minutes 
shows weekly). And the station 
doesn't go on the air until Sept. 19. 

Eventually, it’s believed, the nets 
will support UHF generally, since 
\the FCC envisions room for only 
600 VHF stations in the nation, 
but 1,400 UHF, 


| 
| $125,000 Local Billings 





Albany—WXKW’'s fjnal signoff 
at midnight Friday (31), after five 
years as an ABC affiliate, was fol- 
lowed by the shift to WPTR of 
Stephen R. Rintoul as general 
manager, Wallace J. Maxwell, pro- 
motion manager, Mrs. Florence 
Clow, bookkeeper, Bill Hickok, 
disk jockey and Jack Bennett, an- 
nouncer. Hickok joined WXKW 
when Rintoul began operating the 
10,000-watter in 1948. Bennett had 
been with it since last sjring. 
With the bowout of WXKW, 
WROW assumed the ABC tieup— 
in addition to continuation of a 
Mutual connection until October. 





WOR’s Hotfoot | WIBG’S 1506 PHILLY 


WIBG begins broadcasting Az. 
12 from $150,000 studios and tran.. 
mitter in suburban Lafayette H 


|added new reception hall, visito: 
j|announcers and ladies’ lounges’ 
program engineering, product 
and mailing departments and 
kitchen. 

New quarters. consoli 
WIBG-AM operation in one 
bined transmitter-studio buil 
WIBG-FM studios have been : 
ed to the FM transmitter in ( 
tenham, Pa., and FM _ sgched 


Business and sales offices 
maintained at former WIBG st 
building in midtown Phill: 


from in-city business office 
burban studio locations. 


Thor Corp. has renewed spon 
ship of “Quick as a Flash.” y 
returns in its alternate-Thurs 
10:30 to 11 p.m. spot on ABC 
Sept. 10. 

Show, a Moss & Lewis pack 
is on summer hiatus. 


Beaumont, Tex. — Construc 
on studios and offices of KBMT-1T\ 
is expected to begin in three wee} 
according to Randolph C. Res 
chairman of the Board of Dire< 
f Television Broadcasters, [| 
| Test pictures are expected to b: 
the air in the “first 106 Gays of Sep- 
tember” according to Reed 


STUDIO EXPANSION 


Philadelphia, Aug. 4 


Besides studios, station has 


aiid 


originate from that locat 


wagon service will ope 


p 





Thor Renews ‘Flash’ 
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TONY MARTIN TIME 
WNBC RADIO 
SUNDAY 8:00—8:30 pm* |< 


2 
THE GOLDBERGS 
WNBT CHANNEL 4 
FRIDAY 8:00—8:30 pm* 
#Outside New York City--check your 5 9 
local paper for time and station. é 4 
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WFIL-TV 


CHANNEL 6 


The greatest coverage...the best 
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reception...of any TV station in 
the Greater Philadeiphia Market! 


WFIL-TV is the first Philadelphia TV station to 
transmit at maximum signal strength permitted 
by the FCC—4 to 5 times more powerful than 
any other station in the area! 


Add to this the greater reach of low band VHF 
and it’s easy to see why WFIL-TV now pro- 
vides top-quality, one-station coverage of a 
vast trading area that stretches from the Harris- 
burg region to the Jersey Shore, from the 
Poconos to Delaware Bay—a market of more 
than 6,000,000 people! 


LF No increase in rates even though WFIL-TV 
gives you all the plus advantages of MAXI- 
MUM POWER on LOW BAND VHF. It’s the 
biggest buy in television today! 





All of DELAWARE VALLEY, 
U.S.A. plus Bonus Markets 
at No Extra Cost! 


Study the map above. Note the 27- 
county coverage delivered by 
WFII 
according to the American Research 
Bureau—far greater than the engi- 
A new ARB Survey 
is under way to measure the range 
of WFIL-TV under MAXIMUM 
POWER on LOW BAND VHF. 


In the meantime, imagine what you 


-TV on its previous power, 


neer’s estimate. 


can expect with 4 times the power! 
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Engineer's estimate of 
WFIL-TV coverage 
under former power, 
.5 mv. contour. 


Actual WFIL-TV cover- 
oge under former 
power os established 
by Americon Research 
Bureau. 


Engineer's estimate of 
WFIL-TV Grode "B" 
coverage under MAX- 
IMUM POWER on 
LOW BAND VHF. 


New ARB Survey under 
woy—but imagine 
whot you con expect 
with 4 times the powerl 























MAXIMUM POWER on LOW BAND VHF 








The Philadelphia Bnquirer STATION...ABC and DUMONT NETWORKS. 


9 Getter Buy than Ever! 


Represented by THE KATZ AGENCY 
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From the Production Centres | 
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by John Kimball West, Niles Trammell and John Royal. They could've | 


been talking about what almost everyone else in the trade is ... E. L. 
Cord, owner of KFAC and scads of other properties, is reported read; 
to unload the station but then the speculation arises, who'll play classic 
music for him during the long, sleepless night? Station plays longhair 
music around the clock 


IN CHICAGO... 


30b Platt to vacate post at WCFL end of August WEAW, Evan 

ton's ne AM outlet, will carry play-by-play account of U. of Wisconsin 
footb es t fall CBS exec E. H. Shomo off for Coast vaca 
tion James McGuire from Motorola to Hallicrafters as credit mg! 

WLS Barndancers Homer and Jethro accompanying Red Blanchard 
for |} t Mendota, Il Aug. 12 and Vautoma, Wis« Aug. 13 
New | nn it Kling studios includes Bill Newton from Filmack 
Jerrie Kriegel from Leo Burnett agency and Pat Morris from Frank 
Duggan age Francis Coughlin and Harry Creighton, vet WGN 
staffer inked to exclusive five-year contracts with that outlet 
Carl Neumann leaving WLS as farm programming director to accept 
position as general mgr. of National Livestock & Meat Board. No 
replacement as yet named Kling Studios bettered its own record 


on footage shot on a single job in a comparable period, shooting 88,000 
feet of film on the ‘ 


IN PHILADELPHIA ... 


Leslie Urbach, producer of CBS-TV’s “Action in the Afternoon 
Hollywood-bound for a week’ Pat Young, formerly with 
WCAU promotion, is now with Dobin Advertising in New York City 
‘ Francis Smith, professor in physics department at Drexel Institute 
of Technology, will substitute for vacationing Francis Davis, WFIL-TV 
weathercaster Bob Horn and Lee Stewart will stage “Bandstand” 
telecast from Woodside Park, Aug. 20, where program is staging an 
all-day picnic for followers . Patsy Grady, 19-year-old 
singer with trio on Paul Whiteman WFIL-TV origination, has joined 
WAVES and gone to boot camp at Bainbridge, Md . Guy Marriner 
returns to WPTZ in the fall with lecture-recital program 
ments in Music,” shifting from an evening to an afternoon spot 
WPTZ has received permission from FCC to increase its signal but 
hasn't turned on the added juice as yet 


IN CLEVELAND ... 

Ed Maxwell has president of AFTRA to accept a job 
with the American Arbitration Assn. He's succeeded by Joe Black, 
WHK staffer, with Rob Evans, WHK staffer, joining the board =? 
Bert Dilson, WJW announcer, has joined KMBC ... Ed Wallace, NBC 
news director, back from California jaunt Charles Phillips, WNBK 
Bales manager, on vacation in the East . Stan Anderson, radio-T\ 
editor, Cleveland Pre scheduled for Hollywood trip with WNBK’s 
Henry Levine and Jackie Lynn, was hospitalized instead with severe 
altack of phlebitis WERE’s Phil McLean’s house burned down 
so disker accepted Art Freeman (Coral Records) invite to bunk aft 
his house Gil Chase, pianist, joined WEWS 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 

Marina Schuetz, who was at KDKA for seven years in the promotion 
department, is WDTV manager Harold Lund’s new Girl Friday 
Wallace Feldman is quitting the Post-Gazette advertising department 
to become media director for the Dubin-Feldman agency. He's the 
son of Joe Feldman, half of the firm . Jay Michael, WCAE deejay 
and his wife, to Quebec for three weeks of fishing . WHOD honored 
Mary Dee with a sponsors luncheon at the studio celebrating femme 
disk jockey’s fifth anni with station . Jackie Dodge, with WDTV 
for three and a half years, has gone with Advertising Syndicate of 
America as an account exec Walter Horn, veteran KDKA sales- 
man, has retired. He joined the station in 1930. Abbie Neal and 
her Ranch Girls will check in at new UHF station, WENS, 
... Twice-weekly “Let's Visit” is off WDTV for a month while Harold 
V. Cohen, Post-Gazette drama editor and Varrety mugg here, and his 
wife, Stephanie Diamond, are vacationing at Provincetown on Cape Cod. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS ... 


Two additional Twin Cities TV stations, WMIN and WTCN, definitely 


vacation 


teenage 


resignea 


set now to hit airwaves Sept. 1 as ABC network affiliates, making a | 


total of four Minneapolis-St. Paul stations. Larry Benson, WMIN presi- 
dent, on radio daily to help give buildup for impending video 

Burton Paulu, U. of Minnesota radio station KUOM manager, recipient 
of Fulbright award to study broadcasting in Great Britain during 
1953-54 school year. He'll work with University of London's institute 
of education and will study BBC's organization and procedure 

Arline Haeberle, WCCO-TV personality, named to accompany newly- 


crowned queen of Aquatennial, annual summer mardi gras here, on | 


flying trip to Europe which she won With complete service for 
third TV network here by telephone company in September, way will 
be paved for feeding local shows, including boxing, to networks 
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hig Sales prospect 
WLEV-TV 


Bethlehem « Allentown « Easton 


Pre-planned coverage reaches the homes — the 


people—in this rich market. Write for information. 


$:- 
Soles Representotive 
VBC| MEEKER TV, Incorporated 
Leese New York @ Chicago @ ‘nd Angeles _ Francisco 
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Music With The Hormel! Girls” package in 24 hours. 


“Great Mo- 


WNBT Sets Sponsors 


in October | 


WABC’s ‘Welcome, POW’ 


WABC, N. Y., began vester- 
day ‘Tues.) to provide N. Y. 
families of released Korean 
prisoners of war a chance to 
record messages to those sol- 
diers released by the Commu- 
nists. 

Families are calied as soon 
as prisoners’ names are re- 
leased, and their messages 
tape-recorded at the “station’s 
studios. Besides being aired 
on WABC programs beginning 
today Wed.) the 


messages 


> being flown through an ar- 
rangement with the American 
Legion to Travi Air Force 
B ‘ near San I Incisco, 
\ re those who return by 
ne will be able to hear 


families on playbacks 


Plan, thought up by statior 
program director Bill Berns 
vill continue as_ long is 
names of pri oners Of war are 
ed 





FM CLIENTS T0 GET 
AM RIDE AS BONUS 


Chicago, July 28 
Neither the alleged inroads 


sained by TV on radio, nor the 
actual fact of a total of some 28 
\Moand FM operations, in addi- 
tion to four TV _ outlet in the 


area, can still WEAM-FM owner 
Edward A. Wheeler from his self- 
appointed task: to provide Evans- 
ton, Ill, with an additional AM 


outlet to the existing WNMP 


Accordingly, about Aug. 1, the| 


longtime WEAW-FM banner will 
have an AM _ counterpart flying 
above one of the two new 180 ft. 
towers in the North-shore suburb 
The new 500-watt station, author- 
ized to broadcast from 6 a.m. to 
sunset, will be separate on the 


matter of programming from the | 
shows | 


i'M outlet, although, AM 
will be taped and rebroadcast on 
the FM nighttime sked. Sponsors 
will pay only the FM rate, picking 
up the AM outlet as a bonu 


For Brace of Shows 
Two new sponsored shows are 
making their debut on WNBT 
N. Y., in September 
“My Secret Ambition.” a “live” 
moppelt program on which young- 
sters will teil Sheriff Bob Dixon 
of their ambitions and meet some 
of their career idols, preems Sept. 
21, and will be seen 6 to 6:30 p.m. 
on Mondays, Wednesdays’ and 
Fvidays. Best Foods has bought 
the Wednesday and Friday times. 
Dixon's film Playhouse is in the 
spot now 


On Sept. 27, Encore cigarets and | 


Ronzoni, on an alternating basis, 
will sponsor the telefilm series, “I 
Led Three Lives,’ based on the ad- 
ventures of Herbert Philbrick, the 
FBI agent who posed as a Com- 
munist, in the Sunday at 10:30 p.m, 
spot, Time is now held by 
Schaefer’s “My Favorite Story,” 
which will end its run. 





‘Oops, Daisy’ One Shot 


Tryout on NBC Tele 


“Oops, It’s Daisy,”” comedy star- 
ring Helen Halpin with Mary 
Costa, is getting a one-time-only 
airing on NBC-TV tonight (Wed.) 
at 8:30 to 9 p.m. Time is spon- 
sored on alternate weeks by Scott. 

Idea is to expose the show. which 
is planned as a regular series, for 
sponsor and audience reaction. 
Miss Halpin has been appearing 
this summer on the net's “Satur- 
day Night Revue.” 


Jay Broiler WPIX Buy 


The Jay Broiler Co., for its Roto- 





Broil infra-red rotisserie broilers, 


has bought the twice-weekly “Roto 
Magician” show on WPIX, N. Y.., 
beginning today (Wed.). Program, 
featuring Lester Morris, is seen 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 
7:15 to 7:30 p.m, 

Firm is planning to 
sponsorship of the cross-the-board 
*“Mono-Drama Theatre” on WABD, 
N. Y., in the fall, and may buy 
into a network show early next 
year, 

Product Services. Inc., is the 
agency for Jay Broiler. 





Pittsburgh--—Station WMCK in 
McKeesport will broadcast all of 
the jeading high school football 
games in that district again this 
season. Wilkens Jewelry Co , Which 


recently opened a new store in that 
neighboring city, will sponsor, 


resume | 


—— 


Inside Stuff—Television 


Jack Gould, radio-television editor of The New York Times, returneg 
'to the U. S. Monday (3) on the Queen Elizabeth after more th 

month of reporting on European television. 

Since July 1, Gould has been filing his regular three columns andj 
'one Sunday piece weekly on TV in Britain, France, Germany, |: 
| Netherlands and Switzerland. It was an all-work trip, with T; 
| assigning him to the survey of foreign tele. Back at his desk yesterd 

(Tues.), Gould is skedded to go on vacation Aug. 16. 
| 





“Life in a Drop of Water,” prepared by NYU biology instructop 
George I. Schwartz, will be presented on the Johns Hopkins S 
Review at 8 p. m. tonight (Wed.) over the DuMont net. Progran 
originally produced as part of the NYU “Animals Are Fun” V 
N. Y.. series, now off the air for the summer. 

Through the RCA Vidicon, portable TV camera mounted on a 


scope, various stages in lives of one-celled animals within di: 
will be shown—how they eat, develop, reproduce, and aid sci 


in study of the human body. 

Live promotional pickups from United Nations headquarte: 
glert WCBS-TV, N. Y., viewers to the CBS-TV net coverage ot 
sessions (from 4:30 to 5 p. m.}, beginning Aug. 17 

The live promos, picking up newsman Larry Le Seuer at 
will be aired each afternoon at the station break at either 
p. m. Each promotional pickup will be one-minute long each 

Unusual method of calling attention to a special show—by d 
telecast from the scene of the event—is planned as a regular proc: 
on the net's special event shows in the future. 


~—— Tnside Stuff—Radio 


Congress has voted $33,000 to improve the Senate operating qua 
of the Radio and Television Correspondents’ Association. The asso- 
ciation’s rooms on the Senate side of the Capital now include 
very small TV studio and five small radio studios. The new setup 
will provide four radio studios and a very large TV studio which 
can be cut in two by a soundproof sliding wall. In addition, extra 
conditioning will be installed because of the heat of the bright | 
for TV. 

Rooms are used to tape and film interviews with members of the 
Senate and also for working space for the correspondents. The im- 
provements are to be made by a revamping of the other correspond- 
ents’ present space. The Senate still has under consideration a request 
for enlarging the quarters. 


e 
it 
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t 
" 
2 





Washington metropolitan area’s 14.AM, 12 FM and four TV stations 
are spearheading an eight-weeks ‘Mystery Voice” contest to 
| funds for the National Symphony Orchestra. One of the most intensive 
public service campaigns conducted for a local project, the contest 
offers over $20,000 in prizes, with a $4,200 Cadillac as the top award 


Broadcasting industry's part in the contest is under direction of a 
committee which includes M. Robert Rogers, president of WG\ 
chairman; Jay Royen, public relations director for WNBW (TV) and 


WRC, vice chairman; and George Bernstein, manager of WOL. 





“Fire.” a series of four half-hour fire-prevention document 
featuring actuality recordings, is scheduled for Saturday airin 
NPC Radio Aug. 15, 22, 29 and Sept. 5. Shows are to be heard 
6:30 to 7 p. m 


Series is produced by the net in cooperation with the U. S. For: 
Service and local and county fire-prevention agencies, 
; 9 . ‘ } 
| Though he originated the show's format, Hardy Burt was omitted 
from the release when Mutual recently announced “State of the Nat 
will bow on the web Aug. 11 as the first time a weekly radio fo } 


will visit the 48 states to interview their respective governors. 

3urt, who produces and moderates Mutual's “Answers For Amer'- 
cans” forum and was a moderator of CBS-TV’S “Chronoscope,”’ dream 1 
up the “Nation” concept and sold Mutual and the non-partisan Fac's 
Forum on co-producing it. The ex-magazine writer will serye as guest 





moderator on the new show, which will be heard weekly from 9:30 
ito 10 p. m. —_ 
| HMO 

Carneal to WKY Shaw Helms K 
| ; } Hannibal, Mo., Aug. 4 
| Philadelphia, Aug. 4. William H. Shaw hasbeen 


Herb Carneal, former sports di-|named general manager of KHMO 
rector at WYHN, Holyoke, Mass.,| succeeding Wayne Cribb. Station 
has been named sports director of | recently was purchased by Jame 
KWY, here. He replaces Lee Al-} Bolling from the Courier-Post. 
len, who is moving to Florida be- Shaw formerly was a trade pape! 
cause of ill health. salesman, and has been| on the 

Carneal was to have teamed with | Sales staff at WLAC, Nashville, 
Alan Gans, Allen’s former partner, | 22d WGH, Norfolk. 
on “Inside Angle on Sports” but | _ 


Gans handed in resignation. Car- | 
neal will handle solo “Angle” and | OPTICAL EFFECTS For 
KLING STUDIOS, Chicago 


“Sports Nightcap” and will do the | 
play-by-play for KYW on the nine- | . by 
RAY MERCER & CO. 
4241 Normal Ave., H’wood 29, Cal. 


game Princeton football schedule, | 
Send for Free Optical Effects Chart 
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starting Sept. 26. 
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Johnson’s WGL Post 
Fort Wayne, Aug. 4. ee — 
Merrill C. Johnson has been 


;named general manager of WGL, | 


| Fort Wayne, succeeding Capt. GAE FOSTER 


Pierre Boucheron, who resigned, 
Circle 7-3900 


effective Aug. 1. 
or Circle 7-1348 


Boucheron plans a trip to Eu-! 
rope, after which he will return to | 
Fort Wayne and engage in literary 
work, | 
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_- CORNED BEEF? 
CAVIAR? 

. . « champagne! 
| FILM PRODUCTION ? 


. . » george blake 
enterprises, inc. 
| 270 Park Ave.,N. Y.C. Plaza 5-2340 


. + » cabbage! | 
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BIG HITS 
in 1953! 
* | Our HIT SONG 


| BELIEVE 


% |Our HITTV SHOW 


Jane Froman’s 


U.S.A. CANTEEN .css-tv 
* | And our Newest TV HIT | 


Teresa Brewer and Mel Torme 


SUMMERTIME U.S.A. -css-tv 
The Writers... 


ERVIN DRAKE 
IRVIN GRARAM 
JIMMY SHIRL 


THANK YOU 
TV 


for our... 
































.. AND our warmest thanks to IRVING MANSFIELD who was the very 
first to recognize the value of original music composed especially for tele- 
vision... for this vision gave birth to a song. If there had been no IRVING 


MANSFIELD, there would have been no “I BELIEVE.“ 
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? Continued from page 1 

almost double their radio volume, of 80 employees last year, of a 

Sin, eines Bail from AM 68 were fulltime. Total employ- 

inane’ were i 2 — or . ment by all networks and stations 

operations which brought IM 2. 14/999, of which 12.412 were 

; $10,200,000. fulltime. 
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94 Stations Turn Profit 























hat c 
Commission data showed that 94 f} ft he f | i Hi 5 
of the 108 stations which were in || ‘Ziegfeld Follies 
operation the ! le mone} 2 ———_ Continued from page 1 gaa 
n 19 2 | yf 17 reported ; : : : 
i , : 2 : 109, Pensive production in keeping with 
profil averaging 0% 21 VUE } , 
ag the Ziggy tradition 
Of the 1 t I eu — 
{ oy : » The L Vegas Spots have been 
he "or" nine are 1oCa j v¢é 
sone. ; 14 soing hea for production ideas 
4 | are ) Ar) PiCS al ‘ f i ap 
York and L —o R as i en by the heavy use of tab 
of them lost ov $800,000 « egit 1OV The spots have been 
° None of the 40 outl in one using condensations, such as Fol- 
: = ww the G ’ “Call Me Madam,” 
tion markets lost money last year }Ow Une Girl ll Me Ma wad 
me , hn and there’s a deal in the hopper 
"“Ofhiic nese peration » 66 
and oe yl ‘ 1 % a me o-etg-| 108 a trimmed version of “Hazel 
race . ( ! ne VO a- > 9 “ ° 
eraged vous i } og ne of the 22 Flagg.” Situation is that there Just | 
Gon market Brg deal At In the aren't enough night club names to 
a reported hosing | but two KeeP up with the demand in Las 
ee-station Market ai y LW “ie a . a . - 
of the 24 outlets registered earn ainidale dies tec a + int 
ings. In the two four-station mat ist : : whip , 
kets (Chicago and Washington) There have been some previous 
two outlets were in the red attempts to get the Ziegfeld label 
' zi + at in N. Y. and | into television All previous at- 
he stat . n n 
: — the ’ a kere aver. | tempts have failed thus far. How- 
2 A., the five moneymakKers ave 


lever, the possibility of getting in 























| the cities 


| of 


control of WTAR-TV when it joint- | 
ly promoted with CBS the greatest | 
possible amount of publicity con-| 
cerning the basic contract signed 
several weeks ago between the 
two.” 

Finally, Cohn declared, WTAR}| 
“weeps bitterly” because’ the 
World Series will be carried this 
year by WVEC-TV and wil] not be | 
available to those set owners who 
have not converted. “What WTAR- | 
TV is really complaining about,” 
he said, “is the fact that it will no 
longer enjoy a complete monopoly | 
of newspaper and TV circulation 
in the market, not to speak of the 
fact that it is also the owner of the 
dominant radio station in the 
WTAR is owned by Norfolk 
Inc., which publishes 

newspapers in Nor- 


} 


area.” 
New 


the 


folk.) 


papers 


two dail) 


| the 
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i; UHF Penetration a 


«=a Continued from page 22 





OER 
have a median penetration of 
50.1%. UHF stations which started | 
in December-February (on air | 
from four to siX months) have a 
median penetrationeof 57.0%. 

These figures represent the per- 
centage of all telephone-equipped 
TV homes able te receive UHF in 
measured, 

In the original 11 cities, UHF 
audience increase was as high as 
28% in the three months between 
surveys, with the average being | 
about 12°. 

Interesting case of 75% conver- 
Sion to UHF was achieved in South 
Bend, There, despite the proximity 
of four VHF stations in Chicago, 
WSBT cued the conversions by 
carrying major network programs 
and covering a lot of local sports 
in a sports-minded community. 











| ‘Topper’ Vidpix 











Continued from page 
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se ee 
body gets into trouble we’ll fire 
him or her, and that will take care 
any concern about morals.” 
(This phase is stressed because, in 
the still relatively new TV busi- 
ness, apparently sponsors and 
agencies are embracing more and 
more provisos—anything and ev- 
erything which has ever come up 
before being incorporated, with re- | 


| sult it tends to weigh down a legal 


aged profits of $1,715,000 me on the heavy Las Vegas sugar is 
nine loser ; took an average beating likely to be the wedge that will| 
gf $457,000. _|release the Ziegfeld tag to the 
The FCC data indicates that TV | other fields. 
stations in L. A. lost more money 
than those in any other city, ag8-){- — a 
gregate losses of the seven outlets ; P 
totaling $1,500,000, compared to NBC s All Quiet 
aggregate profits of $6,000,000 for | 
the seven N. Y. outlets. L———— Continued from page 21 =e 
Aggregate sales of New York’s| manager of WNBC-WNBT, with | 
seven outlets totaled $26 802,000 Llovd Yoder. manager of the 
or an increase of 17° over 1951] KNBC operation in Frisco, being 
The seven stations in Ll. A did “| asked to step into the Cleveland 
gro biz of approximately $18,- | breach. This will permit Yoder an | 
000,000 for a gain of 33° over the | opportunity to fully indoctrinate 
previous year. Chicago's four out-) himself in television, since NBC 
lets took in $16,132,000, or 29°06) has no Frisco video operation (as 
over 1951 revenues was the case when Yoder helmed 
Largest increase in station sales| KOA in Denver, which NBC has 
was in San Francisco where gross | since relinquished.) 
of the city’s three stations totaled NBC press release on Shea con- 
$5,700,000, or 97.6 above the! gnes his functions. to the Gotham | 
Bre in 1991. flagship operation, but o & o chief- | 
Only a slight inkling of how the} tain Charles R. Denny says. it's 
new post-freeze stations are doing | {ikely that Shea will backstop him 
could be gotten from the FCC fig-| in the owned-and-operated setup 
ure Of 14 stations authorized did Cott before latter was 
last vear which submitted reports,| moved up to operating veepee of 
only three were in operation more | network radio. 
than two months. Their combined 
estimates showed an aggregate loss : aaa 
of $200,000. | | 
The report showed that the av WVEGC-TV 
erage investment in tangible broad- | . 
cast property by 93 stations was tae Continued from page 23 Qa 
$678,602 (original cost) while the | that the Commission might inquire 
average profits (betere ; Feder < as to whether NBC's promotion of 
pert by the same stations averaged) it. new affiliate involves “relin- 
$49: 000, s kt had a total quishment of control,’ Cohn 
rhe average station had a ‘oli | pointed out that no actual charge 
along this line was made but mere- 
ly a suggestion that an inquiry 
MAMARONECK might be in order. 





SHORE ACRES, N. Y. 


has been done subject to the con- 
trol and approval of WVEC-TV. 
There has been no more 


No Reasonable Offer Refused 
OWNER, 901 Soundview Drive 
Mamaroneck 
Phone MA 9-6354 











than there was rel 
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KSTP-TV Now Reaches Over a 
Million-and-a-Half People Regu- 


larly with Its 100,000 Watts on 
Channel 5, 











100,000 WATTS 

REPRESENTED 

EDWARD oy SS\ + 
and COMPANY NBC 


MINNEAPOLIS * ST. PAUL 


salts: iteiaataiied 
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Beach Rights . . . View _ Sound yer | has been made,” said Cohn, “is 
Meadows .ON '3 ACRE. Two-year-o ; ill. daa TAR-TV (Eli 
ranch colonial, ¥ rooms, 2 baths, two- that counsel for WTAR-TV Eliot | 


relin- | 





“The reason why no such charge | 


| 


car attached garage; enormous play J) Lovett) and WTAR-TV itself both | 
eunee ies aaaniadl a know that there has been no relin- | 
alifornia-transferred owner us . . . . T : 
and will inlude for tess than house | quishm¢ nt of control. The entire 
replacement cost, ever $8,000 y | im- J} promotion of the conversion of 
provements, such as aluminum storm § | ,, . n ac my , + 
Windows, beach and boat club mem- |, VHF sets has been jointly under 
bership, electric kitchen, hatl carpet- taken by WVEC-TV and NBC. 
ing. tle shower, expensive lendecep Ii Everything which has been done 


| 


} 


quishment of control of WVEC-TV | 
inquishment of 
seneiiioeminneniendiel 


| 


document as compared to previous | 
deals.) On the other hand, ad-| 
mittedly this is an important pact, 
running almost into $1,060,000 and 
Schubert and Loveton can quite 


appreciate Esty-Reynolds attorneys’ 


viewpoints. 

Loveton got the rights from the 
Smith estate Hal Roach and 
David Loew had made three “Top- 
per” full-length features some 
years ago. 

Incidentally, the Sterlings (Miss 
Jeffreys) have a 10° stake in the 
residuals but they are forfended 
from any competitive radio-TV en- | 
gagements, including film shorts | 


| which might be converted into vid- 


pix. They have iegit, nitery, film | 
feature and kindred privileges how- 
ever, 

There was a minor wrangle 
about who pays for the commer- 
cials, with Reynolds also obligated 
to absorb the costs of the inte-' 
grated film plugs. 
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compromise of $15 a month in all 
classifications less than the NBC | 
base pay, but it was rejected. | 
NBC's publicity department now 
has a hiring-in pay scale of $103. 
that reaches its maximum of $140 | 
after four years’ employment. The 
ABC average is $90 a week, and | 
CBS base pay runs from $87 to | 
$125. 

Brown indicated that should | 
ABC refuse to negotiate and go 
ahead with its plans for outside 
flack work, he would advise Phil- | 


lipson of the union’s decision to 


block such a move and if necessarv 
call out the union's other units in 
protest 
It is kno\ th: hilli 

S known that Phillipson has 


asked for bids from Hollyw ood | 
flackeries and among those re-| 
ceived was one from Foladare, 


Greer & Bock with an asking price 


| of $5,000 a month. 


| 





Claremont, N, H.—Granite State 
Broadcasting Co. has withdrawn its | 


/ application for a Channel 37 UHF 
television permit here, it has been 
announced by Richard Hill, Jr.,| 


t 
' 


imanager of radio station WTSV. 


‘ 


| nique,” 
| operandi for the future, and by his 


| toward resolving the radio 
| with the affiliated stations. 
Representing the network at the | 
Sarnoff, 


| Mich 





Streibert 


Continued from page 5 Seam 








and president of its flagship sta- 
tion, WOR. Up till his appcint- 
ment as Government 
chief, he had been in Germany as 
consultant on public affairs to the 
U. S. High Commissioner, 
Working under Streibert will be 
J. Cheever Cowdin, as head of the 
motion picture division, and Leon- 


'ard F. Erikson, former New York 
ad agency exec, as director of the 
international broadcasting setup, 
Voice of America. 
In its closing hours last night 
Mon.) Congress approved and sent 
to the White House a bill which 


provided a $75,000,000 budget for 
new agency, of which $5,000,- 
000 would be for liquidation and 
supplemental expenses of some 
functions and employees. Amount 


will for the agency to cut back 
some of its work to a consider- 
(able extent. The Eisenhower ad- 


ministration had recommended 
$89,000,000 for the agency, 


 NBC-AM Affiliate 























impressed by the “Sarnoff tech- 


of his promises and modus 
attitude in general in his approach 


issues 


station, in addition 
were William H. 


to 


Fineshriber, in 


information | 


eam CONtinued from page 21 joadeee | 
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WRC Waxes Nostalgic 
| In 30th Anni Hoopla As 
NBC’s D.C. Showcase 


Washington, Aug. 4. 
WRC, Washington’s NBC station. 
one of the country’s oldest AM out- 
lets, celebrated its 30th year on the 
‘capital airwaves past Saturday (| 
Starting its career in 1923 by 


Snare 


ing its radio frequency with an 
other local station, WCAP, outtit 
has trailblazed, particularly in t 


field of political and news show 
and has built up a local and 
tional prestige far beyond j 
9,000-watt power. 

Marking the anni 
talgic look into the 
hooks, WRC manager Carleton D 
Smith came up with a number of 
“firsts,” including the initial broad. 
cast from the U. S. Capitol and the 
historic radio speech by Calvin 
Coolidge, the first of the country’s 
presidents to bring his message 
to the people via the airwaves. An- 
other early highlight was broad- 
cast of the capital’s welcome for 
; Charles A. Lindbergh, with Milton 
Cross and Graham MacNamee 
the mike. 

First political speech handled by 


Y 
n 
5 


with 
si 


a no 


ition’s 


at 


station was made by Sen. Magnus 
Johnson in ’23. A _ year later, 
|tacked on the south end of the 


nation’s first web, WRC carried the 
national conventions of both major 
| political parties as well as the pres- 
idential elections. In ’25, two new 
men were added to staff, Norman 
| Brokenshire and Ted Husing. 
WRC-AM & FM, with its sister 
station, WNBW-TV, have grown 
ifrom its original staff of eight, to 


No. 1 radio network command; Ted | a combined staff of over 180, oper- 


Cott, operations v.p. of radio, 
Harry Bannister, station relations 
veepee, and Frank White, outgoing 


| prexy. Affiliate exec committee at- 


tendees were Swezey; Bob Hanna, 
WGY, Schnectady; Harold Essex, 
WSJS, Winston-Salem; E. R. Vade- 
boncouer, WSRY, Syracuse; 
Greenbaum, SWAM, Saginaw 
Absent were Paul Morency, 
WTIC, Hartford; Clair McCullough, 
of WGAL, Lancaster, and George 
Norton, WAVE, Louisville, 





Ballcasts 
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ball park, Trinity declared that in 
the first place the audience Is in- 
formed that the games are ‘‘re- 
created” and come by wire. Sec- 
ondly, said Trinity, the audience is 
aware that the announcer is not at 
the park, 
Further, 
created 
tition 


said Trinity, the re- 
games are not in compe- 
with baseball broadcasts in 


ating from NBC h.q. at the Shera- 
ton Park Hotel. 


NEGRO EDITORS SET 
FOR WLIB SERIES 





Milton } 


| Three Negro editors will discuss 


| 
| 


Dallas or Houston and offer pro- | 


gram fare the public 
otherwise hear, 
Trinity added that when _ it 
started its broadcasts five years 
ago the public had been denied 
nationwide major league’ broad- 
casting except for the World 
Series. ‘During the past five years 
the major leagues have not left a 
stone unturned in an attempt to 
thwart all efforts to bring as many 
games as possible to the interested 
public. It would be an ironic twist 
in events, if, as the end result of 
this long five-year battle for the 
industry’s freedom and right—not 
to speak of obligation—to bring 
baseball broadcasts to the public, 
the Commission were now to grant 
the relief for which the major 


| leagues pray.” 


Trinity suggested that the Com- 


would not 


the top news stories of their new 


papers in a new radio program 
“The Editors Speak,” on station 


WLIB, N. Y., beginning Saturda 
(8). 
Editors are George S. Schuyler, 


N. Y. editor of the Pittsburs 
Courier; James Fleming, executive 
editor of The Amsterdam News, 
and Julius J. Adams, exec editol 
of The New York Age-Defende: 


Papers are weeklies, published o1 
Fridays. It’s expected that one ol 
the early topics to be discussed is 
the nomination by major parties of 
a Negro for the post of Borough 
President. 

Show is heard 10:45 to 11:15 a.m. 














50 Minutes from Broadway 
Spacious home on 17 acres overlook- 
ing Hudson River. 4 bedrooms, 4 
baths, stone fireplace. Beautifully 
furnished. Koven filtered pool. Bath- 
house. Terraces. Informal planting. 
Private. Newly decorated. $50,000. 
Dutch Colonial on 3 acres. Part stone. 
4 bedrooms, 2'2 baths. Lovely set- 
ting. $22,500. Also available with 
large studio building and additional 
acre at only $37,500 complete. 


RAWSON REAL ESTATE 


CROTON-ON-HUDSON 
Croton 1-4163 




















mission dismiss the complaints and | 


advise the Yankees and Dodgers to 
either file suit or 
complaints in the $12,000,000 anti- 
trust case instituted by Liberty 
Broadcasting System 





introduce the} 


against the| 


majors which comes to trial in 
January. 
Galveston—Jack Thomass, for- 


merly of KTHT, Houston, has been 


FINANCING 


for definite contracts involving | 
valuable 


TV or MOVIE 


Properties. Write full details, Box V-59. | 
Variety, 154 West 46th St., New York 3, N.Y 




















FILM YOUR ACT 
100° 16mm Film for $35.00 


PUT PART OR ALL OF YOUR ACT ON 
FILM - « REASONABLE RATES 
Call or write FORT LEE 8-4932 


SUBURBIA FILMS 




















ames farm editor here for KGUL- Peg ao 
| 
PRETZELS ? | 
. «. beer! 


FRIDAY ? 








FILM PRODUCTION? 


270 Park Ave.,N. Y.C. Plaza 5-2340 


..» fish! 


. + « george blake 
enterprises, inc. 
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Now It's 3-D Phonographs 


Columbia Records, which was 


fidelity equipment field with a relative 


nograph early this year, h 
The new Co 


the first major diskery to enter 
low-priced qual- 
as now come p t! ! 


lumbia development 


3-D effect. | nvolves the 

n of an external speaker to its “360” phonograph which 

mates the sound of binaural or stereophonic system rhe 

; nal speaker, with a clock attachment, will retail for about 

¢? The “360” machine, without the external attachment R 
fc it $140 

exy Jim Conkling reported that some 30,000 60” , 

‘ have been sold to date. He expected Col to turn over 

1.000 by the end of the year, the only bottleneck now being 


tion. Columbia has also ad 


ne. including a portable unit, to its 
Designed by Columbia’s top engineer, Dr 
D phonograph represents an attempt to 
with obsoleting existing rec 


ble-tracked disks with duplicat 
<« would be necessary whereas 
single tré ack with a double speak 





ded several editions of the 360" 
merchandise line 

Peter Goldmark, the 
achieve a “binaural 

ords. For a true binaural effect. 
ing needles, amplifiers and speak 

Col’s unit uses the conventional 
er system. 








ASCAP To Consider Revamp Of 
Cleffer Seniority Rating in Fall 


Ajthough the major snarls in the¢ 


payoff plan have | 
been solved in the last year, the | 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers is now con- 
sidering a revamping of its senior- 
itv rating system. This is the last 
remaining source of irritation in 
the payoff system and the extend- 
iters classification committee 
will meet in the fall to eonsider | 
the problem. 

Under the current plan, 
{tv accounts for 20% of the writer 
payoff and is computed on the, 
number of years in ASCAP multi- | 
I 
c 


ASCAP. writer 


ed wi 


senior- | 


ied by the writers’ points in the 
ustained performance and avail- 
ability category. As it has operat- 
ed, many writers have been hurt 
seniority payoff since 
their performances and availability 
ratings have dropped sharply, 


on thelr 


| S has 





hurt the older mem- 
he particularly, for whom, it’s 
fell by many in ASCAP, the se- 
niority bracket should be the ma- 
jor cushion. These are the cleffers 
who can no longer hustle piugs 
and are not as prolifie as in their 
younger vears. While their number 


Ol vears in 
rally the 

Variable 
1 f 


ASCAP goes up natu- 
other factor remains 
and hinges directly on} 
r current activity. 

One su egested plan would pre- | 
vent a cleffers’ seniority rating | 
from falling below the highest | 
point’ attained, This would mean | 
that a writer could increase his 
Seniority but, no matter if he re- 
ured from active work, he would | 
be sustained at his top rating in | 
t bracket. 


Ee 


this 20¢ 


| Records. 





Lee Wiley’s Coral Pact 


Vet jazz songstress Lee Wiley 
who made a comeback on disks last 
year with several albums for Co- 
lumbia Records, has been signed 
to a regular term pact by Coral 
She originally sold four 
indie-made masters to Coral and 


the latter label decided to pact 
her. 
Her sets for Columbia were 


made on one-shot deals 


RCA, Col Seitle 
Longtime Dispute 
On Old BG Tapes 


RCA Victor and Columbia Rec- 
ords last week inked a unique 
agreement to settle a longstanding 
dispute over rights to concert and 
radio broadcast tapes made by 
Benny Goodman some 15 years 
ago. Under the agreement, Victor 
relinquished all claims to the 
Goodman tapes in return for 
which Columbia granted Victor 
permission to make a couple of 


air check albums with Columbia 
pactees. 
Hassle broke out wher n 1 C olumbia 


issued the Goodman 1938 Car- 


Chis plan, like several others, is | negie Hall Concert” album a cou- 
aimed at te mpering the pure math- | ple of years ago. In 1938, Good- 
ematy . calculation of plugs, which !'man was under contract to Victor 
Is the theart of the ASCAP distri- | and despite the fact that the tapes 
bu tion system. It is part of the | of the concert were only intended 
_nsurance” type of thinking which | for Goodman's personal use al the 
as gained wide acceptance among | time, Victor claimed that it had 
SSCAP circles as against those | (Continued on page 41) 

: ‘ent a strict performance pay- | ae 


Toscy ‘Otello’ Album 
Culmination of 5-Year 
RCA Engineering Feat 








LOTSA COOL KIDS CUE 
CORAL TO DIG ALLEN 


Due to the quick takeoff of 
“Grimm Fairy Tales for Hep Kids” 
on the Brunswick label, Coral Rec- 
ords, Brunswick’s parent company, 


was ‘A Victor's release of Verdi's | has inked Steve Allen for — 
ello,” as . nel hep yarn waxings en 
Toscanini thls talk eaoeee an ae | who penned the tales. also will 
Due ear engineering marathon. |handle the narration and piano 
Due to Toscanini’s super. iti : | sccomping on the Coral release. 
Judgment of } —— ‘Ty itial platter was narrated by 
Victon tet his waxed repertoire, WNEW. N Y.. deejay Al ‘Jazzbo 
ACC chni Z ia , r Z 
mez fe ne goat Aen gag Collins with Lou Stein on the key- 
the . f the nee ee oe board accomp 
In 1944 ‘During that 9 oe — The Collins disk, in which he 
Lines ia oF span, one en- splaied the. stories of “The Three 
fc yeenumie rey on the job Little Pigs’ and “Little Red Rid- 
« ] : 
rs > 1.” has already passed the 
beer taken fr og be om ee | denen sales mark The Coral disk 
Rais from a 150-year-old | will be retagged “Steve Allen's 
{ te eatre advertisement for Be-B Inee Eesop’s! Fables and 
‘Kespeare play. The original | ?&-B0PS of “Cin- 


le “a part of the personal col- 


‘ 


PL ae of George Marek, Victor’s | 
“ repertoire manager. 





Hamp to Tour Europe 

‘el Hampton takes off with 
nd for his first European 
Ving Sept. 2. 

hich will run eight weeks, 
in Copenhagen. 


| will couple hep versions 


and “Goldie Locks 


Decca re ‘Meri isey 


| Nitery warbler, Pat Morrisey, 
will take a crack al the pop wax 
market via ee 1 Records 
pacted to th » jabel last wee kK 
Miss sdextion) is being 


| derella”’ 


She was 


iby Associated Booking Corp. 


OME RIED 
TCOVER 


Tin Pan Alley publishers are 
now hopefully eyeing the first im 
portant that.may mean the 
end of the demand for “exclu 

ves by the disk 


Mitch Miller 


I0F 








signs 


companies 

Columbia Records 
artists & repertoire chief, was the 
firmest practioner of the exclusive 
policy for the past couple of years 
but in recent weeks Miller has been 
following a more flexible tactic of 
covering sides originally made by 
the opposition. 

Columbia has moved to cover 
“No Stone Unturned,” originally 
by Jim Summers for an indie 
later bought up by Coral Rec 
ords, and “God sles Us All 
which was kicked off bs Six-yeal 
old Brucie Weil for Barbour Rec- 
ords “Stone” was etched by 
Sammy Kaye for Columbia and 
Jimmy Boyd did “God Bless Us 
All.” Last vear, Miller made one 
cover and that was on “Kiss Of 
Fire’ with Toni Arden aftei 
Georgia Gibbs’ version hit the 
market. 

In both of the 


done 


nda 
na 


current cover 


cases, Columbia execs’ probably 
felt that the original artists on the 
tunes could be knocked off by 
stronger names. In any case, how 
ever, it means that the majors are 
once again watching each other 


closely with a view to hopping on 
a tune quickly even if they didn’t 
get first crack at it. In the past 
couple of years, the a&r men have 
been demanding the exclusive o1 
else no recording at all 

Pubs are optimistic because the 


cover policy, even in the present 
fragmentary form, will give their 
tunes a better break. The more ver- 


sions on the market, the more 
chances a tune has to survive. The 
cover policy, moreover, may bring 
back the days when a_ publisher 
worked on a single number rathet 
the recent situation in which the 
pub granted a different exclusive 
to each company with the hope 
that one of them would make it 


Dave Kapp In 
Surprise’ Exit 


From RCA Victor 


David Kapp’s resignation as ad- 


ministrative aide to Manie Sacks 
veepee and general manager of 
RCA Victor, last Thursday (30) 


came as a 
Sacks. Sacks’ 


complete surprise to 
acceptance of the 
resignation wes couched with per- 
sonal kudos for Kapp’s extraordi- 
narily good record of achievement 
Sacks cited the Variety and other 


trade charts on the Victor com- 
pany’s current bestsellers (Eartha 
Kitt’s “C’est Si Bon,” the Ames 
Bros.’ “You, You You,” the Eddie 
Fisher couplet of “Just Another 
Polka” and “With These Hands,” 
and Perry Como’s “My One and 
Only Heart’-“Say You're Mine 


Again”) as personal tribute to the 
period when Kapp was the popu- 
lar music a. & r. topper. 

Kapp’s deal had some 18 months 
to go of the original three-year 
pact. It was a firm deal at a re- 
ported $700 a week. 

Victor's July business had been 
one of the biggest in its 
and compared to July ‘52 it’s up 
105°. It was because of this that 
Sacks wrote Kapp he must accept 
the resignation ‘“‘with great regret 

(‘Continued on page 4 44) 


Buddy Robbins Forms 
Two Publishing Firms 


Buddy Robbins, son of vet pub- 
lisher J. J. Robbins, has started 


the ball rolling on two new musk 
firms. Set up last week were 
Karen Music ‘ASCAP) and Lyn- 
brook Music (BMI). 


Kickoff tune for the Karen cata- 
log will be “I Believe What I 


| Feel.” 


history, | 


Petrillo OK | 


Basis: 


Modest Self- Plug 
I Brees Pl cle lal 
ee von WPEN and poiteg vo 
t. is currently in the for 


te position of plugging 
one of his own vocal robs 

out making it appear like 
i personal advertisement 

Brees cdueted “Levens 

Waltz with Sally Sweetland 
for Hugo Winterhalter’s RCA 
\ r etching Hi nomi-cde 
( k is Bud Dee 





Kessler to RCA 
As R&B Topper, 


Cues Expansion 


expansion of its 
"A Vic 
Danny Kessler to 
r&b department 
Victor 
in charge of 
Col's 


Presaging an 
rhivthm & 


named 


blues activity, R¢ 
tor has 
head its Kesslet 


comes to from Columbia 
artists 


subsid 
spot 


where he was 
& repertoire for 
Okeh Records, In his new 


which he takes ove Aug 17 
Kessler will be in charge of record 
ing, promotion and sales in the 


r&b field. Marvin Holzman, who 
has been in charge of Col’s syndi 
ente and juke sales moves into 
Okeh spot vacated by Kessier 
\iIanie Sacks, veepee over the 
Victor record division, i: mean 
time, slated to huddle with Jimmy 
Hilliard, ex-Deccea a&r chief, th 


weck in Chicago with the nossibil- 
itv of Hilliard joining Victor as 
head of the projected quasi-indie 
operation, known as “Label X.” 
Carlton was originally hired for 
this spot but moved into the Vic 
tor pop post when Dave Kapp ‘see 
separate story on Kapp’s resigna 
tion) was named administrative a 

sistant to Sacks two months ayo 


Kessler will work under Joe 
Carlton, pop a&r head who made 
the new appointment. In the new 
setup, Steve Scholes, who had 


been handling r&b chores for Vie- 
tor will now concentrate exclusive- 
ly on country & western with Bob 
McCluskey heading the c&w sales 
and promotion end 


Kessler’s first assignment after 
reporting to Victor will be to visit 
the company’s distribs and field 


personnel throughout the country 
He will also scout new r&b talent 
for the Victor label. Kessler, in 
cidentally, worked for Columbia a 
national promotion chief in 1949 
when Sacks was still a&r chief for 
that company. In 1951, Kessler was 
given the job of reactivating the 
Okeh label for Cotambia and he 
came up with Johnnie Ray. 


DECCA’S FALL TEEOFF; 
MERCHANDISE DRIVE 


Decca Records moved into the 
fall biz sweepstakes last week with 
its unveiling of a new product and 
merchandising eampaign. Similar 
to the deals heing made by the 
other major companies, Decca is 
offering an extra 10° for all or- 
ders on its catalog sets during 
August 

Decca is also releasing 88 new 
platter sets, including longhair and 
pop works. As part of its fall 
product plans, Decca is also con- 
verting 23 old 45 rpm albums into 
EP sets. Label also plans to issue 
several additional sets in the kid- 
die field. 

Decca’s merchandising deal also 
includes a dating plan whereby or- 
ders placed in August can be paid 
{for in November and December. 


VES OVER: 


Paves Way for Exchange 
If Of British, U.S. Bands on Man-for-Man 


Nixes Ban on Foreign Disks 


For the first time in over a dee 
a Live eciprocal exchant af 
bands between the l S. and the 
{ K. looks like a= strong poss! 
bility Also in the spirit: of inter 
national harmony, James C. Petril 
lo, American Federation of Musi 
cians prez, has taken a tand 


against the banning of foreign re 


ordings Imports 


Petrillo, who arrived in the U.S 
yesterday rues.) after attending 
the international trades union con 
vention in Stockholm opened ne 
rollation for the tooter exchanre 
last week will Hardi« Ratclifle 
secretary of the British Musicians 
Union, Talks between Petrillo and 


Ratcliffe took place in Pari 1 
trillo urged the lifting of the bai 
riers for a one-year trial period on 
basis.” Ratcliffe 
evel insisted that the band ex 
would have to be on a 
man-to-man basis 

Although the 
the past been 
chanve, he is 
the Ratcliffe 
union 
change 


a “come all how 


change 


AFM prez has in 
against any eN 
willing to take up 
proposal with the 
board and test the ex 
Ratcliffe's 
based on the fact 
has a flock of top 
over as compared to his handful. 
Petrillo feels that an exchange 
agreement is necessary to help out 
the band biz in both countries 
One of Petrillo’s big worries is 
that the exchanyve deal would bring 
unfair hardship to his separate lo 
cals. As an example, he cited the 
hypothetical situation of the New 
York local sending a band to Lon 


eOxvce 

proposal is 
that the AFM 
bands to send 


don and a= British coming here 
in exchange and playing Miami 
“The New York local would gain 
and the Miami local would lose 

he said The exchange is worth 
trying,” he added, “and if the AFM 
or the British union feel that it's 


not working out we'll forget the 
whole thing.” 

Petrillo squelched talk that the 
ARM was voingv to crack down on 
Importing of foreign disks, assert 
ing that it was necessary to con- 
tinue the free flow of wax be 
tween the U.S. and Europe. “If we 
stop buying foreign disks,” he said, 
‘they will stop buying the U. S. 

‘Continued on page 41) 


‘God Bless Us All Hypo 
Gets New Bally Angle 
In Weil-Sullivan Row 


A possible tele 
the widely-hypoed 
All” tune blew 


tween the 


showcasing of 
“God Bless Us 
up into a hassle be 
reps of six-year-old 


jrucie Weil and Ed Sullivan 
The Weil contingent claims that 
srucie, who waxed the tune on 


the indie Barbour 
celled out of an Aug. 9 commit- 
ment on Sullivan's ‘Toast of the 
Town” CBS-TV show because of 
pressure brought by Columbia 
Records, which released a Jimmy 
30oyvd etching of the tune The 
Col diskery is a subsid of CBS 
According to Sullivan. no com- 
mitment for young Weil had ever 


label, was can- 


been made and that the only step 
taken was a request for the Bar- 
hour platter as an audition disk. 
Fourteen-year-old Boyd has been 
set for a slotting on Aug. 9 and 
Aug. 16 and Sullivan said it’s un- 
decided whether the juve” will 
sing “God Bless Us All 

Mort Farber. attorney for Weil 
on the other hand, cla! that the 
Aug. 9 slotting for Brucie was 
made via Music Corp. of erica 


two weeks avo and the ¢ eout rep 
resents a breach of contra 


Calder Joins Veronique 


Al Calder has been named 
veenee and director of the Ve- 
roniaue and Avas music firm: 

Calder had been contactman 
with the pubberies for the past 
vear Firms are headed up by 
S. B. Sommer. 
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Chandler: 
Coral). 


Karen 
* Madonna’! 
ler has been 
gait since her clicko “Hold 
Thrill Me, Kiss Me” last year, 
“Transfer” should give her 
ride right back to the top 
is in the “Tennessee Waltz” 


but 


idiom 


with enough pop and cornbal! sea- 


¢oning to win it an all-level ride. 
She does an okay job on “Ma- 
donna,” but it remains a routine 
offering. 

In the ‘God Bless Us All” sweeps 
currently running after s1x-year- 


old Brucie Weil’s Barbour etching 


eight) on Mer- 
13) on Capi- 
14) on 


are Baby Pam (age 
cury, Molly Bee (age 
tol and Jimmy Boyd (age 
,Columbia. The kids are 
competish from Spike Jones ‘age 
40) on RCA Victor. It’s the kind 
of tune that needs a juve 
to win appeal and Jones’ use of 
George Rock’s vocal falsetto is the 
wrong approach. 

Master Weil jumped out in front 
with his slice and he looks to hold 
that position. Simple melody and 
sticky sentiment are sold effective- 


— 


Best 


KAREN CHANDLER 
(Coral) 


_ a 


ly via Weil's untutored approach. 1 
that'll be 


shellac 
but loved by more. 


kind of 
many 


It’s the 
heted by 


Tune has stirred up enough noise | 


in the trade into the 
payoff column. 

Weil's strongest competition will 
come from Boyd's slicing. Latter 
gives it a_ hillbilly flavor that 
should go big in many areas. Cuts 
by Baby Pam and Molly Bee are 
good enough to catch the overflow. 

Margaret Whiting: “Waltz to the 
Blues”’-"“C.0O.D.” (Capitol). Chalk 
up another good side for Margaret 
Whiting with “Waltz to the Blues.” 
sit should win lots of jock and juke 
action. Melody becomes infectious 
on replays and her thrushing gives 


to push it 


the lyric added bounce. “C.O.D.” 
is an average rhythm number | 
which she projects in top style. | 


The Nelson Riddle backing on both 
sides is an important plus. 
Louis Armstrong: ‘Sittin’ 
Sun”’-"“The Dummy Song” 
Irving Berlin’s ‘Sittin’ 
sits well with “Satchmo.” 


ride. Lively workover of 
Dummy Song” 
also win in spinners’ fancy. 
Sammy Kaye Orch: 
Unturned"-"' 
Augustine” 


In the Mission 
(Columbia). 


Unturned” uncovered. 


fall on its original waxing 
it no added appeal. 
familiar territory, 
“St. Augustine.” 

Tony Martin: 
bean” (Victor). 


however, 


“Relax” 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By MIKE GROSS 


“Transfer'’-, 
Karen Chand- 
hitting a just-fair 
Me, 


the 
Tune 


getting 


voicing | 


land 


| Moonlight” - 


in the 
(Decca). 
in the Sun” 
Simple 
melodic and lyric line are right up 
his alley and he gives it a strong 
“The 
on the reverse may 


“No Stone 
of St. 
Sammy 
Kaye should have left “No Stone 
Tune is a 
left field entry that will rise or 
(Jim 
Summers on Coral and Kaye gives 
He's in more 
on | 





- “Carib- 
Tony Martin is 








burdened with a couple of deriva- 
tive members in this coupling. Per- 


formance Overshadows material | 
and the sides will win spins only 
because of Martin’s way with La- 
tino beat. “Relax” is the winner 
here 

Richard Hayman Orch: 
Hi Lo’-Something Money Can't 


“Hi Lili- 


Buy” (Mercury). Tune from Metro | 
pic, “Lili,” is attracting plenty of | 
diskery attention and_ Richard | 


Hayman’s entry, 
strong. He handles it straight 
working it into a ace instrumental 
offering. Reverse is a bit too heavy 
for pop consumption. 

Billy Eckstine: 


tween the Lines’’-“It Can't Be 
Wrong” (M-G-M). Eckstine has 
some good ballad material to work 


with in “I Can Read Between the 
Lines.” Tune’s neat beat and okay 
lyric is whipped out in Eckstine’s 


| familiar intimate baritone manner. 


Good for the juke trade. He's in 
top form on the oldie on the flip 


side. It'll nab a big slice of the 
spins 
Guy Lombardo Orch: “There’s 


Bet 


TRANSFER 
riers ee reo Madonna 





Always Someone That You Can't 
Forget’’-"“Blue Dancing Shoes” 
(Decca). “Can’t Forget” is a pleas- 
ant ballad entry slated for spin- 
ning attention. Catchy 
neat lyric are brought in 
strongly by the Lombardo orch 
and Kenny Gardner’s vocal. Flip 
side is routine Lombardo fare. 


although late, is 


“TI Can Read Be- 


| against 
| beat 
| beat 














Ty , a | J Y y I 
LAWRENCE WELK 
and his 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
102nd Consecutive Week, Aragon 
Ballroom, Santa Monica, Calif. 
Exclusively for Coral Records 
OH 
Backed by 
HALLELUIAM BROTITER 





Longhair Disk Reviews 





Felix 
(Columbia; $5.95). 
ute to the late, great German con-! 
ductor, 
performances of 
switched over from 78s to LP. This 
one 
excerpts, ! 
and London orchestras. 
tive, interpretative genius of Wein- | 
gartner 
minous 
Rhine Journey and Funeral March, | 





third act preludes to 
and 
scratches detract, 


phony, 
sterling performance here by the! 
Concertgebouw of Amsterdam, 
der Eduard 
| and 
| ing, 
i, pecially in 





Workover of ‘Hot Dawg,’ 
cially, will win juke spins. Trio 
also does well on the old novelty 
on the bottom deck. 
Jo Ann Lear: 
Con Me’ 
ing” (Gira). Tongue twisting 
of ‘‘Gi-Gi-Gi Gira Con Me”’ is set 
a flavorsome Italo-styled 
as an Okay 
Ann 


and emerges 
entry via Jo 


!ical warbling. It should go in some 


melody | 


areas. Switch to a chile beat 
flip is also good. 


juke 
on the 


Platter Pointers 


Duo-pianists Art Ferrante and 


| Lou Teicher have packaged a neat 


Los Angeles City College Orch: | 


In The Rain’’-"‘Cream 
Disk debut of this 


“September 
Puff” (Capitol). 


undergrad crew shapes up as solid | 


pro shellac. 


It's a strong coupling | 


that'll attract lots of deejay atten- | 


tion. Orch displays slick tech- 


niques grooved for 


current tastes. | 


Blending of standard and modern | 


arranging styles, which shows up 
best on “Cream Puff,” captures the 
ear. 

Alfrad Apaka: “Blue Hawaiian 
“Farewell” (Decca). 
There's a lot of Tony Martin in 
Alfred Apaka’'s piping style but he 


can stand on his own with this 
souniinn. On “Blue Hawaiian 
Moonlight” he projects a fine 


sense of lyric values. He 
“Farewell” 
the aid of some double tracking. 
Bing Crosby: ‘‘Granada”’-"It Had | 
To Be You” (Decca). The oldie! 
“Granada” is one of Crosby's best 
efforts in some time. He gives the 
Latino fave a lilt that could kick 
off a revival. Pairing of Crosby's 
crooning and Red Nichols’ cornet- 
ing breathes new life into “It Had 

To Be Y 
“Hot | 


you.” 
Page Cavanaugh Trio: 


| The Five Royales come up with a| 
Rives | 
a tender reading with | ( 
| registers on 


| Day” 


Dawe"’-“She Had To Go And Lose | 


It at the Astor’ (Hub). This 


set for Columbia, comprising high- 
lights from the scores of “Me And 
Juliet” and ‘‘Can-Can” Russ 
Morgan has an okay side in 
“Mountain Laurel Polka” 
Decca Margie Day impresses 
with her bright vocal on “Don't 
Talk To Me About Men” (Dot)... 
Clessa Williams does nicely on 
“Enrico” for the indie Allied label. 
Ray McKinley dishes up a 
snappy side in “Ol’ Shank’s Mare,” 
with a vocal by himself, for Decca. 
. Perez Prado has a disappoint- 
ing mambo version of the ‘Jazz Me 
Blues” for Victor... Mickey Deane 
is firstrate on the bluesy 
Wants My Lovin’” for Jubilee 


solid r&b entry in ‘Laundromat 
Blues” (Apollo)... Sandy Stewart 
“Please Come Home” 
for Okeh.. 
shows good form on “King For A 
on the King label. 





Hayman Tours Distribs 

Richard Hayman, Mercury Rec- 
ords eastern artists & repertoire 
chief, is doubling as plugger this 
week. He's hitting the road (Phila- 


delphia, Washington and key cities | 
coupling should attract attention. j in the midwest) visiting Merc’s dis | 


The Page Trio Cavanaugh Trio is | | tributors and the local deejays. 


a clever 
vocal 


group with a topdrawer 
and instrumental _ style. 


He’s due back at his New York 


‘desk Monday (10). 





_ vanrery f) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


POFFO HOO OCOD 
1, VAYA CON DIOS (7) 
2. VM WALKING BEHIND YOU (11) 
3. OH! (5) 4 
4. YOU, YOU, YOU (4) 
5. SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE 
6. NO OTHER LOVE (4) 
7. SAY YOU'RE MINE AGAIN (13) 
8. RUBY (12) ‘a 
9. CRYING IN THE C HAPEL (1) 
10. P.S. I LOVE YOU (1) 
See REEL eee ee reece 
APRIL IN PORTUGAL .......... 


C"EST SI BON 
GAMBLER’S GUITAR 
BUTTERFLIES 

I'D RATHER DIE YOUNG 
HALF A PHOTOGRAPH 
CRYING IN THE CHAPEL 
DEAR JOHN LETTER 
THIS IS MY SONG 


DON'T TAKE MY LOVE AWAY 


THE NEARNESS OF YOU 
DOWN BY THE RIVER SIDE 
TENNESSEE WIG WALK 


[Figures in pirenties.: 


eee eeeeeeeeeeeene 
eee ee ee ee ee sees 


(13) 


eee oe eeeeeeeteeseee 


re 
tee eet eae ees 

ee 

e+e ee ees eeeseeseseeee 


trddicaie umber of weeks song } 


$4446 44664 
gD Gr eee Capitol 
Eddie Fisher ...... . Victor 
Pee Wee Hunt ........ Capitol 
Ce es . Victor 


Percy Faith .. 
POTTY GRO 66dscesvaven Victor 


.. Columbia 


ee eee 


es | ee ete Victor 
Richard Hayman ,....Mercury 
Darrell Glenn .....00e.; Valley 
FROUDE ks ceccsacien Dot 
Syulecana Mangano .... M-G-M 
re Capitol 
EGVIRG HS  écevecweexs Victor 
Rusty DVGGEP occ ccce Mercury 
Petts FMOe oc dcévcs Mercury 
yy 2 Dot 
OE EN Wiewewedewaw’ Capitol 
a eee eee Decca 
POl TPE. wsiicenss M-G-M 
Puneet Pe: vekskcaviean Mercury 
Bite We. sad ceceses Victor 
Foo MGNMing .osceces Capitol 
FOUF ERE sicceds Columbia 

ie | King 


been in the Top 10) > 
DDD bbb pa abba hana LA AAAAAAAALLLEEET TV ESSCHSCHOC eT TESTESESCOC EES | 


movement. 
espe- | 


ing 


Weingartner, Conductor | masterwork, a little choppy 
In further trib- | haps but at least not too sc 
or romantic, 


Columbia is offering more! ten Ehrling. 
the maestro, | 


Surface 
grainy and scratchy at times. 
Bron, 


Sir Wm. Walton to Baton 
1-Shot Coast Bowl Date 


British composer Sir 
Walton and Lady Walton, 
rived in the U. S. this week, ; 
being cocktail-partied in N. Y. t 





comprises several Wagnerian | 
performed with Paris 
The sensi- 


lush, lu- 


shines through 
Siegfried’s | 


readings of 


Siegfried Idyll, and the 
“Tannhauser” 
Some _ surface 


lyric 


“Tristan.” 


but otherwise a! morrow (Thurs.) by Mr. and Mrs. 
choice disk. : .. ,,| Dario Soria, of Angel Records, 

Schubert: Symphony No. 4 in C€ Henry L. Walck, of Oxford 
Minor ‘London; $5.95). The infre-| Press.. Oxford publishes Walton's 
quently-recorded youthful sym- | music abroad and here. 


subtitled “Tragic,” in aj} 
un- 
van Beinum. Robust 
dramatic, rather than brood- | 
symph is evenly melodic, es-| 

the charming second! Decca Recgrds branch office 
A fine contribution. | covering the Boston territory 


London directly thereafter. 





Sibelius: Symphony No. 2 in D | shifted its headquarters from Cam- 
Mercury; $5.95). Forthright, driv-| bridge to Boston. William Crowley 
performance of the Finnish’ continues as branch manager 





“Gi-Gi-Gi-Gira | 
’““Enjoy What You're Do- 
tag 


off- 
Lear's lyr- 


for} 


“He 


. Steve Lawrence also | 








Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 
Director, Alphabetically tisted. 

Survey Week of July 24-30, 1953 
(Listed Alphaketical’y) 








A Purple C ow eee e ee Pea eee Artists 

All I Desire—*“‘All I Desire” ort rere te eS ee Broadcast 
Allez-vous En—*' "CAPA 264 60 N0 bc 60 HED SHEA Chappeli 
eee Eh 45 6A ow 004 06 O50 0 49 o OOK Hollis 
Orel 50 PORUGR 645 6s xccsaseardewinsaaeseaen - Chappell 
Pe eG GE COG dba Ses Gas davies Wes Heese wees Famous 
Peel 3) ne Ww Uet Te Cee ee ro Santly-J 
Call Of The Faraway Hills—*' BHEOG, casted ensaaed Famous 
C'est Si Bon ce daw edtd a@aneee ween Leeds 

Eyes Of Blue—?tShane” .......cceee: Melsiegaee een Paramount 
I Believe oe sania PaaS alata keg Gilad aed RA ORS eR Ai aE Cromwell 
I Guess It Was You “All The Ti 2 ee is bE Famous 
go Se re Leeds 

cm wour Giri—"" Me ANG Juliet” cicvccccececseacs Williamson 
Be a (033 oe Frank 
Mexican Joe ee se Dita dee ee Rad eees American 
No Other Love—*‘*Me And Juliet” .....cccccccses Williamson 
i EE Re Es ee ae ee TYeTTCRerriTe Feist 

P. 8. I Love Y REG tiie cadence iknecas cocee LA Salle 
oo EEE en ae es a ee eee Brandom 
Return To Paradise—?‘‘Return To Paradise” ...... Remick 
Ruby—t" Ruby Gentry” .......cccccseees civeweoe REEOr 
Seven Lonely Days ....... (isd Cia aweens oseeece  OOMereon 
UMGAGS, BOE UE 6 i 38c080510.0.60040 0 be Saas ..-. Berlin 
Somebody Stole My Gal ............. TT rtr .. Robbins 
Somebody's Been Readin’ My Mail ............... Witmark 
Something Wonderful Happens ............. .....Johnstone-M 
Song From Moulin Rouge-—?‘‘Moulin Rouge” ...... Broadcast 
bo ee a rare rere .... Ardmore 
FOU; FOU, FOO i. vcscve Pee re ee eee ee ene ee Mellin 
Second Group 

a as 5 FS dse Rasa E SESS Cee ER hitacs Ba Leeds 
oo oe een eer Tr ere ee ..».- American 
BUCPMONY 66650008 Citak eae oe ee eee .....» Bourne 
Gambler's Guitar 45 4.6660:00S 06.0 60m 0106080 000.4 
Se Oe errr PXUSLOLER STANMORE STEERS Alamo 
| OE eee ee ee eee 
jt RD a ES ad || |e ee . Robbins 

If I Love You A Mountain .........ccccccvccccse. Feist 
ONS 2255 6a seas hide ero eles ss (soesaeees soceo AhlS 
SE ONE es bind tba sahknsae ea venca Cooncos BOE 
EE 26 i ehae wb bic bd ds abbcbe dceadiwees .. Shapiro-B 
Marriage Type Love—*"Me And Juliet” .......... Williamson 
Melba Waltz—t‘Melba” ............... eerre, tre BVC 
DOIGMIGME FIGO 6occccivirsvcrece TU TCT ECL erT Ts 
res Roncom 
STREETS ere at ale ania dig i c4 a Soe unis add ernikcd aed Lion 

ee We WO E ... ckcccccccccdececceses .. Blue River 
Send My Baby Back To Me ............ce0; .+-e-» Morris 
Tell Me WMG SOU LOVO BOO oicivciies ccckscanceee ..+» Harms 
Terry’s Theme From Limelight—i"L imelight” .... Bourne 
B&B. 2 SSR sSs ia, cn EeeN Bloom 
ee bea buds bor kr hn doa kkckoer Acuff-R 

Top 10 Songs On TV 

(Listed Alphabetically) 

BR eran. Ni a Williamson 
Honey In The Horn COTTE Ue TCT et CTE Te CeT Alamo 
SSAA ae (600600000086 0400 00 O0008 Cromwell 
Bae SOO CO si. via vdaecs TT eC rr eer ere ore . Williamson 
i St eee anenentdoaed cxeeeneendad Williamson 
Let's Walk That- a- Ww OF 6650040604 4s eee eaewese Alamo 

No Moon At All ITC TTT CRTC eT Jefferson 
No Other Love See TORE Oe ee Te eee (caeewn Williamson 
Tell Us Where The Good ce eer ree ere Oxford 
TE I eg Ee Bloom 

Five Top Standards 
(More In Case of Tics) 

ge FC OE ee a Famous 
On Top Of Old Smoky CACARE CORED SEH CAOCR 6 44 aod Folkways 
SE a ee a Harms 
Ns Cate hee eco tes coset wh te eek ie Von Tilzer 
ee ere ere keibs ce Kuemesee eee Mills 





t Filmusical. * Legit musical, 








per- 
Mmaltzy 
done by the Stock.« 
holm Radio Symphony, under Six- 
somewhat 


William 
who a1 


and 


Walton specially came over for 
!a guest conducting date at Holly- 
| wood Bowl Aug. 13, and returnk to 
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Pubs Now Aim | 
At Disk Distrib 
As Key To Clicks 


Publishers, who are now getting 
hep to the fact that record dis- 
tributors are key factors in the de- 
velopment of disclicks, are now 
. ng more attention to the local 


tribs on their periodic promo- 
tion treks around the country, fig- 
nring they can open the gates to 
} ier deejay plugs. 

In the past few months pubs 


e noted that distrib pressure 
a disk has helped boost sales in 

fic territories. In addition to 
ting the jockeys to lay on a 
itter, the distributors go all out 

promotion and exploitation 
npaigns. Pubs also have found 
at the indie distrib, with no ties 
o a major label, can operate with 
free hand for a quick click gam- 


nwe= 


—s et 4 ee Ke 


Importance of the distrib has de- 
veloped in the hinteriands to a 
much greater extent than in New 


York. Key cities in the making 
of hit shellac, according to the ma- 
jority of pubs, are Cleveland, Cin- 
cinnati, Detroit, Pittsburgh and St. 
Louis. Philadelphia, too, is a 
strong disk building town but a 
‘in’ is needed with the ruling 


jukebox and deejay interests. Con- 
centrated operation of deejay 
spins and distrib push has kicked 
‘off a large number of the current 


hits 
The New York distrib-deejay 
ircuit recently pushed ‘“Lime- 


attention but 
items to 


( 
light” into national 
attempts to drive other 
the top have failed. 





Restrictions Hamper 
Israeli as Potential 


Market for U.S. Disks. 


Tel Aviv, Aug. 4. 

Israeli represents a great poten- 
al market for American music on 
ix but severe economic restric- 
ons are blocking the disk indus- 
y from growth. Since no phono- 
graphs are manufactured in this 
country, all sets have to be im- 
ported with the tariff set at a stag- 
gering $400 per machine. 

This fact alone has prevented the 
sale of disks in Israeli to any but 
the wealthiest circles. A smash hit 
now sells around 10,000 copies 
with the average sale nearer 2,500. 
The price of the platters, which 
are government-controlled, is set 
at $1.75, which is cheap in this 
country of shortages and high 
prices. | 

There are only two disk com- 
panies ig Israel, the Hed-Arzi and | 
the Makolit labels, and these oper- 
ate on an adlib basis. There is no 
such animal as artists & repertoire | 
men here. When an artist decides | 
to do a song, he sits down with the 
owner of the disk company to dis- | 
cuss the arrangements. There are | 
also no recording studios here. | 
They record in offices, apartments | 
and, occasionally if they go over- 
board on expense, they rent a thea- 
tre hall for the session. 

American hit songs are popular 
here but they arrive several months 
after they’ve hit in the U.S. “High 
Noon” is the top number currently. | 
Both “Jezebel” and “Nature Boy” | 
were also click tunes and virtually | 
- of the pop artists in Israeli cut | 

nem, 


1 
5 | 
1 
tr 





Publish Cool Book 
For Birdland Cats. 


Courtney of the Gale! 
N.Y., has embarked on a 
Sideline as a book publisher. | 
Courtney is now syndicating a pic-| 
lure book of jazz personalities who 
Nave worked and visited at the! 
Bin and, N.Y. Booklet, selling for | 
>}, revolves around a jazz disk | 
Jockey, In the instance of the first | 
ecilon, it's Bob Garrity of WABC, 
1... who was d.j. at the Birdland. 
‘cea now is to syndicate the 


Cress 
Ag 


Agency 
neyv, 





| Coin Machines 


arrived at under a 


oa : Bee : 
veloped from the ratio of poi 


POSITIONS 


POSITIONS 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artist: 
Statistical 


7 4 PERCY FAITH (Columbia) 


EARTHA KITT (Victor) 


This Last 

Week Week TUNE 

] 3 "VAYA CON DIOS ' 
2 IM WALKING BEHIND YOU 
3 a 

4 2 

5 8 F¥OU, YOU, YOU 

6 7 

7 4 “APRIL IN 

8 9 “Oh! 

§ 19 

10 6 "RUBY 


VARIETY Scoreboard 


OF 


TOP TALENT AND TUNES 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution | 
] Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music | 


as Published in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 


System comprtsing each of the 


nts scored: two waus in the case of 


? } 7, co ; . , " 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet 1 


TALENT 


ow eeeeeeeane 


This Last 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL 
] 3 LES PAUL-MARY FORD (Capitol) 
2 ] EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
3 2 PERRY COMO (Victor) 
4 6 HILLTOPPERS (Dot) 
5 7 AMES BROS. (Victor) 
6 5 PEE WEE HUNT (Capitol) 


8 DARRELL GLENN (Valley) 
9 8 LES BAXTER (Capitol) eOee Cree 


TUNES 
(*ASCAP, BMI) 


eoeeeveeas 


NO OTHER LOVE ; peenwe 
(SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE 


+CRYING IN THE CHAPEL ............ 
PORTUGAL ........ 


*P.S. I LOVE YOU... .. ccc cssescvccsece 


s and Tunes listed hereunder is 
three major sales outlets 
merated above. These findings are correlated with dota from wider sources 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL 


enu 

, which are exclusive 

IMPACT de- 

talent (disks, coim machines), 
iste 7. 


TUNE 


Vava Con Dios 


I'm Walking Behind You 
/ With These Hands 


No Other Love 
You're Mine Again 


P.S. 1 Love You 

il’d Rather Die Young 
You. You, You 

Oh! 


4 


| Say 


Song from Moulin Rouge 
Crying in the Chapel 
April in Portugal 


C'est Si Bon 


PUBLISHER 
Ardmore 
Leeds 
we babaee Williamson 
»++e- Broadcast 
Mellin 
Valley 
Chappell 
Feist 
Salle 
Miller 


aceseeseenee Bae 














| Victor's 
|NBC broadcast ot 


‘an album of the air check, it 
' be free to use the Col pactees. 
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the sole rights to use those tapes 
for commercial disks. When Good- 


man joined Columbia several years | 


ago, he rediscovered the tapes and 
sold them to Columbia. 


Columbia, in effect, conceded 
Victor’s point about the latter's 
contractual rights over the Good- | 


| man tapes while he was with Vic- 


tor. However, rather than entail 
a court fight, Columbia okaved 
Victor’s plans to issue an album 


by Duke Ellington based on a Seat- 
tle concert last year. At that time, 
Ellington was under contract to 
Columbia but has since shifted to 
Capitol Records. Latter company 
is not involved since it as no re- 
troactive control ovel Ellington's 
disk performances. 
Columbia also waived 
use of vocalists 
and Fedora Barbiere, 
were featured on an 
Arturo 
rendition of Verdi's “Re- 
’ If Victor decides to make 
wil] 


rights to 
Cesare 
Siepi 
of whom 


ini’s 
quiem.’ 


both | 


Toscan-} 


JAMES PULLS BIG 646 
IN 34 ONE-NIGHTERS 


a Las Vegas, Aug. 4 


Best one-nighter gross in years 
was racked up by Harry James’ 
band on a five-week tour of 34-one 
nighters that immediately preced- 
ed the orch’s current stand at E! 
Rancho Vegas. Band’s tally wa 
$64,600, outfit having gone into 
percentage on most of its dates 

Bookings were on a fpuarantce 
against 60°; of the gross, guarantce 
ranging from $1,250 to $1,750, de- 
pending upon location. Best grosses 


of the trek were $2,600 in Sylvania 
| Ohio; $2,500 in Montreal and 
$2,500 in Quebec. Outfit pulled 


$4,000 for two nights in Chicago at 
the Aragon and $3,400 for two 
nights in Wichita, Kan. One date 
at Amarillo, Texas, was cancelled 
because the ballroom was destroy- 
ed by lightning two nights before 
the band hit town. 


Rama Pacts Lawrence 

Rama Records, recently formed 
subsid of the Latino Tico label 
has inked the Tedd Lawrence orch 
to a two-year pact. 

Orch’s initial four sides will be 





PR rdiles ait ver — 4 - - bum of the Car-'on the market within 10 days. 
at) 1 ane - ao hee rl The et ane a subse-| Lawrence has been deejaying 
4€€@jays a: le foca oint. | negie a ae on Fe ser oe ations for 
aa ' to be lined up is Mary. Dee | quent set based on his 1937-38 ri he cat cea fe go Baga or 
©’ WHOD, Pittsburgh. Disker! dio broadcasts rank — She | pea: ws 
bivgs the book on his shows and is| all-time bestsellers in the jaz) 
*‘\en a cut of the proceeds. Court-| field. The Carnegie Hall album,! Elaine Malbin, star of last sea- 
ney is going out sometime this! priced at $11 retail. has sold well | son's legit musical, “My Darlin’ 
month to make arrangements with | over 100,000 to date while the | Aida.” sailed for Europe today 
Patter pilots in other cities. There | sequel, at the same price, '* around | (Wed.) for an extensive conceit 
' : tour, 


“1. be only one in each territory. | the 50,000 marker. 








Petrillo 
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manufactured records 
pens, we lose.” 
Petrillo also added that 
AFM is currently mapping 
for its upcoming negotiations with 
the disk companies The AFM 
contract expires at the end of the 
year and union is shaping up a 
program to ease some of the musi- 
cians’ problems brought about by 
recorded musie, “Our problem,” 
he said, “begins with canned music 
and ends with canned music.” 
The AFM prexy, who had been 


If that hap- 


the 
plans 


one of the late Sen. Robert A 
Tait’s chief targets, said that al-| 
though Taft had cost the AFM 


about $40,000,000, he was the kind 
of American that this country 
needs. Petrillo also believed that 


faft was just about ready to come | 


around to see labor’s point of view. 


Ratciiffe Optimistic 
London, Aug. 4 
Hardie Ratcliffe is agreeable 
to the proposal of a reciprocal 
basis for exchange of bands in- 
volving approximate equality in 
number of aggregations and dura- 
tion of engagement. Ratcliffe is 
sanguine that the matter is open 
for further’ discussions which 
should prove mutually agreeable. 
Val Parnell, Palladium director, 
said the more we can effect ex- 


change of artists of all types, |} 


NY. Weak Spot In 
BMI Bid For New 


Top Pop Material 


Although Broadcast Music. In 
had profound impact on the 
hit lists for the past two vei 
filiated BMI publishers are 
having trouble in getting top po; 
material for exploitation Trouble 
acute in New York ere 
the cleffers are still predominant 
ASCAP-oriented although wl 
ASCAPers have been kr n 
grab for an extra share ol 
writing for BMI under no ile 
plumes This é 
isn't prevalent enough to | the 
demands of the BMI pubs 

The BMI impact in the pop mai 
ket still stems from its strenyth ir 


has 


is most 


practice | 


the country & western and rhivthn 
& blues fields Numerous tunes 
such as “Your Cheatin’ tHenrt 


were hillbilly items originally and 


moved over as pop bits BMI's 
sovereignity in these areas is vil 
tually unchallenged — by ASC AP 
and has proven to be one of the 
most tertile sources of Click tune 
in recent Vears 

BMI pubs in N. Y¥ hawevel 
haven't easy access to the folk and 
blues writers since most of them 
reside in the hinterland: The 
BMI writers active in N. Y. have 
for the great majority not been 
prolific of commercial material of 
any value, making it necessary for 
the BMI pubs to make deals with 
the out-of-town cleffers 

Some of the better-heeled BMI 
pubs are trying to cultivate new 
writers to fill the near-vacuum of 
material Many of these newer 
writers have been getting the 
brushoff from the ASCAP pub 
lishers, who prefer to stick with 
more established talent, but > now 
are finding the weicome mat out 
at the BMI pffhs’ doors 
‘Star Night’ Concert 


Grosses $125,000 At 
Chi’s Soldiers Field 


Chicago, Aug. 4 
Star Night” jazz concert, held 
at Soldiers Field here Saturday 


1) night, set a 
whopping $125,000 


record 
ross 


wilh a 
despite 


threatening weather The attend 
ance figure of 50,000 was topped 
only by a cuffo bash in 1936. Con 
cert was sealed from $1.50 to 
$3.50 

Shortw after the start of the 
program an estimated 10,000) leit 
the stadium during a 20-minute 
downpour, However, the how 
went on without interruption al- 
‘though intermittent shower and 
downpours soaked the audience 
and performers during about half 


of the four-hour program. 
Concert had in the lineup Bddie 
Fisher, Julius La Rosa, Patti Page, 


|the “Jazz at the Philharinonic”’ 
'yroup, and the bands of Louis 
Armstrong, Ray Anthony, Ralph 
Marterie, Sauter-Finegan and 
Hank Thompson. Affair was em- 
;ceed by Chi area disk jockeys 
Hloward Miller, Linn surton, 
Deddie-O Daylie, Saxie Dowell, 
Eddie Hubbard, Jim Lounsbury, 
Don MeCarty, Sid MeCo: bred 
Reynolds, Jay Trompeter Dirk 


Courtenay and Paul Bartell, 


Flyer Tries Again To 
Catch ‘Boat’ in Court 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4 
Robert Overman, ex-airlines pi- 
lot turned songwriter, filed a peti- 
tion for a rehearing of his 
j against Frank Loesser, involving 
the tune, “Slow Boat to China.’ 
Plaintiff claimed Boat’ was 
based on one of his own songs 
| Circuit Court of Appeal! 
ily approved Federal Judge Pierson 
M. Hall's verdict in favor of Loe 
| ser. 


suit 


recent- 


Coral Tags Stang 


Prepping for the fall kidisk 
| Coral Records last week pacted Ar- 


race, 


jnald Stang for a series of narra 
itive echings. 

| Stang’s activities in the past 
jhave been confined to radio and 


| tele work. 
| 





Lubin Music, BMI affiliate set 


whether variety artists, actors or! yp jast year, has beep deactivated. 
musicians, the better it will be for Firm had been opevaied by tune- 


| Anglo-American relations. 


smith Joe Lubin. 


na 





et 
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~ 78's Last Stand—The Kiddie Field 


The last remaining stronghold for the 78 rpm disks now is found 
in the kiddie field. While the 78s are virtually extinct in the long- 
hair and pop album field where the 33 and 45 rpm speeds have 
taken over, the bulk of the kiddie market still spins to the eld 
_ The latter disks are also losing ground steadily in the pop 


o>. 


cingles field where individual buyers and 


creasingly converting to 45s. 


In the kiddie field, however, the 78s are 
to the large number of cheap machines bein; 


nually with the old speed. As 


juke operators are in- 


holding their own due 
manufactured an- 


result, the 


major diskers have 
been forced to service this market with 7&s 
RCA Victor, however, is sparking a move for the conversion of 
the kiddie field to 45s. The diskery is issuing a series of 45 EP 
disks for juves this fall and Victor execs have been talking to t 
kiddie machine manufacturers with a ng e 
«witch to the slower speed. Victor has no immediate plans to ve 


heap phonograph of its own 


nake the switch. 


It’s expected th; r’s 
inal drive in behalf of its 45s will persuade the manufac 


t 





Nip Tooters Carbon US. Name Bands 
As Producers Try to Disguise Pops 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Having returned from Japan re- 
cently, after 30 months of Army 
service, where I was also inter- 
ested in show business, I became 


Thrushes Ape Clooney, Parrot 
Starr and Page Patti Page” which 
appeared on page 42 of the July 22 
issue of VARIETY. 

“In Japan I was known as “The 
Songwriting Doctor’ and as such 
was publicized in the Pacific Stars 
& Stripes, The Nippon Times, View 
Magazine, a Japanese pictorial 
written in English, and other news- 
papers. Writing music is my hobby 
and being a Doctor is my profes- 
sion. 

I have had four of my tunes 
recorded in Tokyo—two by Japan 


Victor and two by Japan Columbia. | 


The Victor record tunes were 
*Hotcha Samba” and “Why Can’t 
You Fall In Love With Me?” ‘fox- 
trot). The royalties are turned over 
to a Japanese orphanage. The first 
moneys were given to them on 


Christmas when, together with a} 


section of the 293d Army Band of 
Tokyo, we came there to present 
them Christmas gifts and entertain 
them 


The two songs that Columbia 
recorded are “Dream Of Love” 
altz) and “Adorable One” ‘fox- 
trot). The recordings were made | 


on last May 22. The orchestrations 
of these two tunes were made by 


my arranger, M/Sgt. Johnny Wat- | 


son, arranger for the 293d Army 
Band. However, for the new 
cording, Columbia had its staffer, 
Mr. Hattori, arrange it to give the 
tunes more of a Japanese flavor. 
Incidently, this is the same Mr. 
Hattori who fixed up the melody of 
“Gomen Naisi” and made the or- 
chestral arrangement. Mr. Hattori 
is Japanese. 
New Version 

Here is a piece of news that may 
also be of interest. Nippon Colum- 
bia has recorded a new version of 
“China Nights.” I was present at 


the recording and sounded very | 


g00d because, it was sung in Eng- 
lish by an American, Carole Bar- 
rara, wife of an American officer. 
She also sings in Japanese night 
clubs. “China Nights” has a new 
set of lyrics with a new title of 
“Truly Lulu.” Who wrote it, I for- 
got. By the way, the old recording 
since 1938 and to date has sold over 
800,000 records which is a mighty 
@!! high for any record in Japan. 
The writer of the Variety item 
On page 42 omitted the popular 
Japanese female vocalist, Peggy 
Hyama. She is known as the “Dar- 
ling of the GI's” and I believe that 
she follows the “Page Patti Page” 


Sivle of singing. In any event she | 


Sings with great ease, enuneiates 


her lyrics a little better than of. 
The others 


the other vocalists. 
have rarely appeared before GI's. 
Miss Hyama appears frequently in 
the stage shows at the Ernie Pyle 
Theatre, mostly before the 293d 


Ay 


recting. In addition she sings with | 
‘ie Watanabee Society Band at the 
Dai Iti hotel in Tokyo which caters | 


po tant about Miss Hyama is the 
‘act that she can wear clothes, has 
‘hat professional appearance, and 
‘on sell across the footlights. 
- Reorganization 
liss Izumi Yukimura, 
ors property, has not recorded 


‘he past six months.due to re-| 


‘nization of that company 


ich was taken over by an Osaka 
rical industrialist. Only minor 
“ings are being made, This 


Te Yr 





jlyrics to an 
: me) This | 
interested in the article: “Jap Disk | 


| recalled to 


re- | 


‘iy Band, Johnny Watson di- | 


'o field grade officers only. She| 
“'SO records for King. Most im-_| 


Japan | 


was the reason that I switched to 


| Columbia. Just before I left Tokyo. 


Victor 
title 


asked 


and 


me to 
make a 
old 


Zive a new 
set of English 
Japanese tango. 
giving it a title of 
Purple.” I understand 


4 
did, 
“Tango In 


{that Miss Yukjimura is now singing 
, this 


with the English lyrics in 
Tokyo theatres. Later on this tune 
will be rearranged by Johnny Wat- 
son and a new recording will be 
made with the vocal in English. 


Again on the subject of imita- 
tors. Upon my return to the States, 
T went to the N. Y. Paramount 
theatre. Jerry Gray and his band 
were on the stage. Two tunes they 


played perked me up. First, they 
played “Pennsylvania Six Five 
Thousand.” This was written by 


my arranger Johnny Watson 
ond, they played “Tenderly 
my mind the 
direction of 


Sec- 
This 

Filipino 
Joe Con- 


band under 


| treras that has been playing at the 
| Latin 
| *Tenderly” 


Quarter, Tokyo. He uses 
as his opening tune as 


if it were his theme song, and the 


arrangment is almost exactly as 
the way the Jerry Gray band 
played it. Was this arrangement 
copied from a record? Incidently, 
j}the vocalist for the Filipino band 
was “Bimbo.” known as the “King 
Of Crooners” in the Philippines 
Now to present some data on 


M/Szgt. Johnny Watson. He 
trated for me about 32 


orches- 
tunes. He 


has been the arranger for the 293d 
Army band, Tokyo, for almost 
three vears. It’s the Honor Guard 


band for the Commanding General 
Mark Clark. This 62-piece band is 
divided up into several units and 


}can play for any and all! occasions. 
| Most 
| Kings” 


popular is “The 
section, a swing 
14 pieces under Watson's direction. 


Kampei 


These men have played at one 
itime with name _ bands in the 
States. Another section is the “6 


9 re ne eee 


band of | 


| Dixielanders who play Dixie and! 
New Orleans type music. Then 

icomes the 62-piece concert band 
which is featured in the stage | 

| shows monthly at the Ernie Pyle | 

| theatre. 

| Monroe Arranger 


Watson, before. he entered the 


} Army, was arranger for Vaughn 
Monroe, with whom he. wrote 
|"Racing For The Moon He 


Was arranger at one time wit 


MGM studios in Hollywood. Japan 
Victor 


hired nim as arranger and 


conductor of the All-Star Victo 
orchestra However, he always 
igments this o estra with 
Gil om the 3 band He 
eda tf Victor over 30 1 
lding tue The biggest 
record Wa Yellow Ribbon 
1952 old ove 100,000, which 
high f J n. Victor rew 
him ith a scroll nd a 
gift \ Japanese hit record 
about 40.000 records a vear 
sections of the 293d Army band 
‘rarely play for functions, but n 
of them occasionally play at night 


clubs and dance halls. The pay thes 
receive would raise Petrillo’s blood 
pressure. Japanese musicians are 
the most underpaid—$60-$100 a 
month. Japanese bands and com 
bos play for all officers and et 
listed men's clubs. They receive 
the standard salary as inent 
above However, some of these 
hands receive ] 


occasions, 


cre ad 


bonuses on sper 


Back in U. S. 
Now back in the States and soon 


to be retired on a medical dis- 
charge (I'm a patient at the Walter 


Reed Army Hospital, Washington 
D. C.), I will concentrate on iny | 
hobby and try to get some pub 


lisher or recording company inter- 
ested. 

Japan is a great field for Ameri 
can music. That is practically all 
‘that Japanese bands play. Thes 
need modern arrangements Not 
having them, they make copies 
from U.S. records. The Japanese 
theatres that put on their musical 
shows steal most of the American | 
show and popular tunes and try to | 


disguise them with bars of Jap 
unese tunes. Of course they only 
pick hit tunes. The Japanese have 
good original tunes that require 


American arrangement cooperation 
to bring out their possibilities as a 


hit tune. Watson preved it. Jap- 
anese theatrical producers pay no 
adequate money for our tunes, so 
no sale. We have about 60 tunes | 
between us ' 

The Jap female thrushes may 


imitate our female recording stars 

but it’s the Japanese musicians who 
are imitating our name band: 

while the musical comedy pro- 
ducers steal American tunes boldly 

and freely. What worries me, now 
that I have two Japanese bands | 
| playing my musie (I printed my 

own orchestrations and gave them 
out free) will my tunes be lifted 
also? Incidentally, my deal with 
| Japan Victor and Columbia record- | 
ing companies is for recording 
rights in Japan only. Watson is! 
due to come back to the States in a 
few months. 

Dudley Manners. 

| (Nom de plume) 


Hotels Face Name Band Famine As 


Orchs Nix Locations for 1-Niters 





Best British Sheet Sellers 


London, July 28. 


Limelight Bourne 
Moulin Rouge Connelly 
1] Believe Cinephonic 
\ king Behind You. .Maurice 
~ 1 Lo Vv Dat Feist 
i! Nk riil Me Mill 
\pril in P il Sterling 
Hlo Todds Aberbach 
Pre l¢ a Leeds 
i¢ Me \ ire Mine Chappe 1] 
1) nhearted New World 
\ r Cheatin’ Heart Wood 


12 


Connelly 


Second 
Queen of Tonga 


llave You Tleard F D & Hi. 
Black Eved Susie Cinevhonic 
Sav Youre Mine Victoria 
Wonderful Copenhagen Morris 
Never in Love Before Morris 
Talk To the Trees Chappell 
say Si Si Wright 


Tell Me A Story Cinephonie 
Can't | Meridian 
Windsor Waltz Reine 
Kiss Feist 





disk on “I Went to You 
Spokesman 
pointed 
right laws put a redlight on play- 
|; ing of parodies. 


ing its 
gust at its 
and dance area 


August 


Shearing, 
started the month series last 
day 


Publisher Warns Radio 
On Using Spike’s Parody 


Svdney, July 28 
J Albert & Son, music 
lishers and agents, has warned 
Down Under radio stations not 
air the new Spik@ Jones’ parody 


the 
Australian 


for 


out that 


Other recent parody 


include “Try,” Stan Frebery’ 
Johnnie Ray takeoff! of “Cry” 
(Capitol) and Homer & Jethro's 
“Hound Dog in Window’ (RCA 


itor), 


Top Bands Set For 
Reading Legion Park 


Reading, Aug. 4 
Ephrata Legion Park i: 
name band policy 
outdoor 


for 


Pacts signed for Sunday dates 
include: Johnny Long and Joni 
James, Sunday (9); Tony Pastor, | 


August 30 


(2), 


Mitch Miller, Columbia Records | 
artists & repertoire chief, and Joe 
Carlton, 
arrived back at their N. Y. 
this week after extensive recording 
sessions on the 


Victor a&r 


pop 


Coast. 
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pub- 


Wedding.” 
company 
copy 


nixes here | 


continu 
Au 
amphitheatre 


16; Duke Ellington, August 
23, and Woody Herman and George 
Louis Prima 
Sun 


l thrush 


topper, 
desks 
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Hotel rooms and location spots 
may have te go begging for name 
danceband attractions this” fall- 
winter season. Majority of the top 
erp orchs have been revearing 
their booking pattern with cor 
tration on one-niter he and oa 
virtual brushoff of the t-« 1 
date Pattern as it's ¢ 
shaping up indicetes— th I 
orchs will Jay off bet ‘ 
niter tours rather than t \ 
tion booking Vacation 1 of 
location is becoming the « | 
slogan 


According to the band 1 


orchs have nothing to gain the 
two-to-ftout week 0 ‘ 
Prestige won by playing: a top | 

city hotel has become a of 
the past and the coin current 

being offered doesn't come close 
to the amount that can be « ned 
on the road In the past t big 
lure in location assign \' 

the airtime supplied by thie of 
Today however, majorit, of the 
remotes have been cut ce i toa 
minimum, and the listening to 
“Live music has lost p iv Oo 


ground to the nighttime decija 


Some location operator: e ine 
vestigating potential of tele re- 
motes to attract the name orchs, 
but virtually no beadway been 
made in this field Frank Dailey, 
operator of the Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., has been run- 
ning a remote telecast via ABC, 
but its value in building an orch 
following has not yet been ascer- 
tained 

Orchs confined to a specific area 
for radio-tele assignments or rec- 


also are setting 
patterns of a couple of 
night stands a week in 


ord ses 
booking 
quickie 


LOLS 1 » 


one 


neighboring ballrooms rather than 
a steady run in a tocal hotel room, 
Problem, according to the man- 
agers, rests squarely on the loca- 
tion ops Until they can fivture 
way to make their spo‘: im- 
portant to a band as they were in 
the 1930s and ‘40s, they're headed 
for tough sledding 


Barbour Label Builds 


Roster With 2 Singers 


The label, 


jumped out of left field v 
Weil's “God Bless Us All,” 
has added crooner Dick Duane and 
Vikki Carol to its roster 
More than 250,000 “God Bless 
Us All” platters have already been 
shipped with nine pressing plants 


indie Barbour which 
tlh Bruce 


cut of 


assigned to turn out the platters. 


Both Capitol and RCA Victor, who 


| bid for the Brucie Weil master, are 


now pressing disks for Barbour. 


U.S. Maestros Get Bids 


To Baton Vienna Orchs 


Louisville, Aug. 4 
Whitney, musical direc- 
tor of the Louisville orch, is one 
of four American conductors in- 
vited to baton the Vienna Philhar- 
monic or the Vienna Symphony in 
concert in the Austrian capital. 
Whitney, now on tour on the con- 
tinent, has been asked to conduct 
either of the symphonic groups 
between end of October and end of 
next June 

Others given 


Robert 


bids to direct one 
of the orchs in public concerts are 
Dimitri Mitropoulos New York 
Philharmonic; Paul Paray, Detroit 
Symphony, and Eugene Ormandy, 
Philadelphia Orchestra 
Invitation was extended 
Irinengard Lobenstein, 
serious music for Red-White-Red, 
Allied radio service in Vienna 
Cancerts will be aired during the 


by Dr 
director of 


pubile performances Louisville 
Philharmonie Society said the in- 
Vilation will ob forwarded to 
Whitney. 


Decca A&R Hits Road 


Decea Records artists & reper- 
toire staffers fanned out over the 
weekend for recording sessions 
around the country. 

Milt Gabler, label's pop topper, 
headed for the Coast for a 10-day 
waxing stint while Paul Cohen 
trekked to Nashville to cut hillbilly 
disks. Bobby Shad, diskery’s 


rhythm & blues head, is moving 
through Texas etching and prow!l- 
ing new talent. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Composer Arthur Schwartz is presenting the Library of Congress | 
in Washington the original manuscript of his “Dancing In The Dark” 
from “The Bandwagon.” On Aug. 6 he will personally present the | 
manuscript to the Librarian, Frederick Stevens, at a ceremony in | 
Washington. 

Among the other important manuscripts in the Library by American 
composers include “Rhapsody In Blue” (Gershwin), “Old Man River” 
(Jerome Kern) and “Oh, What a Beautiful Morning!” (Rodgers & | 
Hammersiein). | 


Williamson Music, Rodgers & Hammerstein’s pubbery in the Chap- 
pell Music combine, is shelling out $10,000 on an ad campaign plugging 
R&H tunes on sheet copies and original Broadway cast albums. Listed 
along with the show scores are several upcoming all-R&H concert 
dates, Initial ad ran in the New Yorker mag last week and full pages 
are skedded for the N. Y. Times mag section, Mam’'selle and 17. The | 
Weiner agency is handling the campaign. 


Lawrence 


Publisher Howie Richmond has turned hot-rodder. He's now driving 
a 1926 Lincoln convertible which cost him $175 for the original pur 
chase and $1,800 to recondition. Richmond drove the car from Chicago | 
to New York last week with all Lincoln distributors along the route | 
alerted to help him out if trouble developed. He made it without a 
mishap. 

Decca Records followed the announcement of the truce in Korea | 
last week (26) with a rush cutting the following day of “There's Peace 
in Korea” with Sister Rosetta Tharpe. Tune was penned by Sister 
Tharpe and Bobby Shad, Decca’s head of the 

M-G-M Records is stepping up its plugging campaign on its sound- | 
track album release of “The Band Wagon" with a special telefilm ad 
with Cincinnati deejay Paul Dixon. M-G-M will buy time on tele | 
Stations around the country to showcase the 15-minute pic. Diskery | 
already has shipped out 22,000 albums 


Ives Set for 4 Weeks At 


London’s Cafe de Paris 


London, July 28 


| 
| 
' 
| 
rhythm & blues division | 
| 
| 
' 


| Shearing on Bicycle | 
Between Par, Embers | 
George Shearing gets on bicycle 
today (Wed.) in a doubling assign- 
ment between tne New York Para- 
mount and the Embers, an east- 
Side nitery. 
The Embers engagement, which: 
| began Monday (3), followed a} 


three-week stand at the Bandbox, | 


| 


Burl Ives, who came to London 
last May for concert dates at the 
Royal Festival Hall and has since 
done a provincial vaude tour, has 
been inked for a nitery date at the 
oP > Paric > a 9 : ie. 
i int age: Ms * a westside jazz spot. He’s in at the} 
: , | Par for two weeks. 
Labor okayed his work permit last | ” sai: 7 = 
Friday (31). : 
After this assignment, Ives will | ? Gira Label Bows 
leave for Ireland to star in a new| Gira Records, a new indie label, 
John Huston film, as yet untitled, | is making ats bow this week with | 
which he is writing in association | the releases of eight sides by | 
with Dr. Robert Collis. It’s an sti Di Jo Ann Lear, | 
| 
| 


” 





century story of a blind minstrel Diskery, which is headed up by 
in County Mayo. Pic will be com-| Nicholas Gillio, headquarters in 
pleted at Shepperton Studios for| Rutherford, N. J. Gillio also op- 


release through John Woolf's Inde-| erates a music school in meee 





pendent Film Distribs. l ford. 


= — —- — 
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PAT O’DAY 
THE FOUR HORSEMEN 


A DEAR JOHN LETTER 


B/W NO STONE UNTURNED 


MGM 11566 
K 11566 


78 RPM 
45 RPM 


MGM RECORDS 


.-Disk Companies’ Best Sellers... 


ARTIST | 


CAPITOL 
1, .eeeee-Les Paul-Mary Ford 


VAYA CON DIOS ..... rere 
JOHNNY 

BD Pee, BOCE BS YT 6 iviccwescnceenssse ..».Nat (King) Cole 
IF LOVE IS GOOD TO ME 
HALF A PHOTOGRAPH .........ccce0e eeeaa aa Kay Starr 
ALLEZ-VOUZ-EN 

We Sete oT i eaePss cas eee ee rer ee Pee Wee Hunt 
SAN 
A DEAR JOHN LETTER Pe Pere rey rex Jean Shepard 
I'D RATHER DIE YOUNG 


w 


¥ 





os 


A 


COLUMBIA 

1. HEY JOE 

SITTIN’ IN THE SUN 

SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE 

SWEDISH RHAPSODY 

3. DOWN BY THE RIVER SIDE 
TAKE ME BACK 

4. I BELIEVE 

YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 

CANDY LIPS 

LET'S GO THAT-A-WAY 


Frankie Laine 


Percy Faith 


oe 


ee ree Four Lads 


Pere Sr Tey Frankie Laine 


citadel eas D. Day-J. Ray 


wr 


CORAL | 
1. WHAT HAPPENED TO THE MUSIC T. Brewer-D. Cornell 
GLAD SONG 
2. PLEASE PLAY OUR SONG 
IF I SHOULD LOVE AGAIN 
Ss rOXDS ; . Eileen Barton 
¥ AIN’T GONNA DO IT 
Oy Bae WEN BO bce oe ae cesededea eed Jack Richards 
IDA, SWEET AS APPLE CIDER 


Don Cornell 


5. GRIMM FAIRY TALES (Brunswick) ....... Jazzbo Collins 
DECCA 
S. CRYING IN THE CMAPEL .. oo. cccccceccccccss Rex Allen 
I THANK THE LORD 
es bed veweneneedaeus Four Aces 
DON’T FORGET ME 
3. HOT DOG RAG 
THAT OLD RIVER LINE 
4. ORGAN GRINDER’S SWING ............00055 
HONEY IN THE HORN 
5. PRETTY BUTTERFLY 
DON’T LET ME DREAM 


Red Foley $| 


a ee ee ee 


Four Aces 


Sr Earn Tere Te ee ee Mills Bros, 


LONDON 
1. EBB TIDE 
WALTZING BUGLER BOY 
2. TERRY’S THEME FROM LIMELIGHT 
INCIDENTAL MUSIC FROM LIMELIGHT 
3. TILL THEY ALL GO HOME ................. Joan Regan | 
VLL ALWAYS BE THINKING OF YOU 
i. DUMMY SONG Anne Shelton-Ted Heath 


Frank Chacksfield 





Frank Chacksfield 


| added with Dick Stahl’s voca 


Se, 


Band Review 


CHARLES DRAKE ORCH (4 
Hotel President, Kansas Cit, 

During the hot days of late J,)), 
and August the Hotel Preside;; 
playing the Charles Drake cre, 
its deluxe Drum Room. Drake’. , 
another of the compact units wit, 
which the President has found s, 





es 








ly 


| cess in its dinner-dance room. Oy). 


fit is a newcomer to K<¢ yu 
keeps busy throughout the ° 
with a regular run into a} e 
of key spots in the midwe i 
south. 

Basically the Drake out! 
piano-cue unit, featuring t 
gering of the leader and 
lished by trumpet, sax-violi; 
ble and drums. Musical st: 
the accepted hotel patter: 
Drake putting 


stress n » 


|rhythm and lilting qualiti 


has Dick Stahl on trumpet, A 
Gioia doubling fiddie and 


|} and Joe Farren on drums 


Some pleasant trimming @ 


of ballads with crew doing a 
bit of choral support. Crey 
gives prominent play to | 
tunes, Qu 


a et he we 





Antal Dorati Repacted 
As Mpls. Symph Maestro 


Minneapolis, Aug. 4 
Antal Dorati has been signed to 
a new three-year contract as Min- 
neapolis Symphony conductor. He 
originally had been engaged for a 
similar period after the resignation 


|of Dimitri Mitropoulos, now New 


York Philharmonic conductor and 


| successor to Eugene Ormondy who 


left here to become Philade!phia 
Symphony baton wielder. 
Appearing currently as. guest 


}conductor with orchestras in Eu- 


rope and South America and at 


Robin Hood Dell in Philadelphia, 
| Dorati will return to Minneapolis 
late this month to prepare for the 


coming seasen. The 1952-53 season 
deficit was $1,493 after inclusion 


| in its funds of guarantee fund sub- 


scriptions totaling $263,738. 





Ralph Flanagan orch signed for 


| a one nighter Aug. 24 at the Long- 


horn Ranch, Dallas. Ralph Marterie 
band will do a date on Sept. 9 











WONDERFUL ONE 
RAMONA 
CHIQUITA MIA 


Mantovani 


MERCURY 
1. GAMBLER’S GUITAR ere Rusty Draper 
FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION 


Ee Te cere errr ee ery Trier Patti Page 
THIS IS MY SONG 

3. ETERNALLY 
SIMONETTA 

4. FOR ME, FOR ME ....... 
THUNDER AND LIGHTNING 


5. RUBY EARLE MEER E SR OEE EEE SE eee Richard Hayman 
LOVE MOOD 


M-G-M 
1, MY LOVE, MY LOVE 
YOU'RE FOOLING SOMEONE 


a | ear eae 
I LOVED YOU 


3. I WON’T BE HOME NO MORE ............. Hank Williams 


jtaventinene as acen eu dewn Vic Damone 


OTC Re ere eee Georgia Gibbs 


rrr cere Joni James 


.+..+..Sylvana Mangano 





To All Our Friends in Show 
Business: 


RITA AND I WILL BE AT OUR 
FAVORITE SPOT, 
THE PARK SHERATON, 
FOR FOUR DAYS BEGINNING 
MONDAY, AUGUST 10 


Contact us there for lunch, | 
dinner, et al. Who's got | 
some show tickets? 


PETE WAMBACH 
Ambassador from Harrisburg 


RADIO STATION WCMB 
HARRISBURG PATRIOT-NEWS 
(Redd Evans, Max Kendrick, Kermit 
Goell, Dick Linke, Mitch, Percy and the 
rest. Expect me to drop in. Redd 
Save a spot on the hat-rack for mine 
All: Leave messages at hotel.) 











MY LOVE FOR YOU (HAS TURNED TO HATE) 
4. KAW LIGA . aia aN Gri ign dik ab dee eee Hank Williams 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 
SEND MY BABY BACK TO ME ...... 
I LAUGH TO KEEP FROM CRYING 


RCA VICTOR 
1, NO OTHER LOVE 
KEEP IT GAY 


2. I'M WALKING BEHIND YOU ............... Eddie Fisher 
JUST ANOTHER POLKA 

3. YOU, YOU, YOU 
ONCE UPON A TUNE 


4. C’EST SI BON . 
AFRICAN LULLABY 


Pe) SE ED sc cc ccrcmeccoveesseasa’ Eddie Fisher 
WHEN I WAS YOUNG 


Si ee A ARRRARRRRRRRR RRR TCC C CeCe e ee 


- 


oer Billy Eckstine 


cococcoccese Ferry Como 


[ati ete eke aise ena eewers Ames Bros. 


$r4t6'ébuseeiesseeeseowad Eartha Kitt 























but with “Si Bon” zooming and, 
her ynique style asserting itself 
in the album she had waxed, RCA 
latched onto her more firmly. 

=a Kapp says he has his own indie 
and personal loss,” adding that the | label setup in mind, plus an entire 
VARIETY charts “speak more elo-| new concept in the general music 
; quently for what you have done.” | business, including publishing. 
} When Sacks brought in Joe Carl- | 
|ton for the a&r spot, Kapp was | 
|moved up to executive aide, and 


Dave Kapp 


| ee CORtinued from page 39 











M-G-M Switches Distrib 
R. C. Hagard has taken ever M- | 





JERRY GRAY'S 


























AMERICAN ACADEMY OF Music, INC 





SOLE SELLING AGENT © MBLLS MUSIC. IN 





WANTED =) 
GIRL SINGER 


If you can sing like Kay Stars 
For recordings 











or Sunny Gale. 


Box V-8353 
Variety, 154 W. 46th St., NYC 36 N* 


4 








| Se OnE ET 








lf You Want— 


IN ENTERTAINMENT 


/ S) 
THE GREATEST NAME | Ai 


NEW YORK 36. N.Y 





| soon thereafter was given the im- 
| portant chore of setting up Victor's 
;new Camden label. This Kapp 
achieved._Also just before he re- 


| signed he personally negotiated 











| Miss Kitt’s RCA renewal—she had | 
, been in only on a short-term deal, | Wolfe Distributing Co, tag. 


G-M Records distribution setup in 
Oklahoma City from Thomas 


_ Wolfe. Wolfe, who is switching to 


the oil biz, sold out his distribu- 
tion firm to Hagard. 
Hagard will eperate under the 


“SONG THAT'LL CLICK’ 
I Have It 
Professionol Copies Available 


EMERICK JANOSKA 


Box 17, Morris Hts. Sta. 
New York 53, N. Y. 
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On the Upbeat 


New York 


Pubber Dan Fisher left Saturday 
(1) on a four-week motor trek to 
New Orleans and Mexica.City . 
Billy Ward’s Dominoes opened at 


the Bandbox yesterday (Tues.). . 
Pianist Billy Taylor currently at 
Lou Terrasi’s midtown jazz spot 


Mike Hall handling press for 





George Shearing Quintet while 
Milton Karle doing Shearing’s 
disk promotion Wally Gingers | 
orch into the Centennial Terrace. | 
Sy inila {) | 4 i lay | 
Aug 4 \ vy Oriear 
Frank Donaldson tched 
WNOE to WTP Crooner Pat 
Terry t Robert QO. Lewis’ 
CBS \ ) I t 
compo Joe Ricardel off ) 
Ew DD 
London 

Al Martino waxed four sides at 
the Brit Decca studios, We 
Hampstead, on Monday (27 it 
companied by a 37-piece orch un 


der the baton of Roland Shaw 


Dave Comer, one of the pioneer 
dance band pianists, retired this 
week from |! position a general 
manager and director of Feldman’ 
music pub hing yuSE Aged 70 
he completed 50 years with the 
firm Cat Anglai Leicester 


placed in the hands | 
Tito Burns orch 


Square niter 
of a receive! 


leaving August 17 for two months 
tour of | S. Forces’ camps in} 
Italy, Get iny, France and Aus 
tria Charlie Kunz, U. S.-born 
pianist who is a top-seller here 


on records, 
surgery operation 
tractions of the 
of both hands 


has undergone a plastic 
to correct con- | 
finger ligaments | 
Frankie Laine’s 


11 for single stanza Ray An- 
thony doing nizhters here in Sep- 
tember Ted Weetfs hooked 


for Iriquo:s Gardens, Louisville 
Ang. 17 for two weeks. then to 
Shepherd AFB, Witchita Falls, 
from Sept. 13-20 ... Jan Garber 


into Claridge Hotel, Memphis, Aug 
21 for two frames, following with 
stint at Indiana State Fair 
beginning Sept. 6 


r 


Pittsburgh 


Spahr, Jr., playing the 


six-day 


Eddie 


n |} 
oO! Jack 
Matony’s combo tl uch we 
of the ea Joe Negri 

led er in Conneaut 
Buzz Aston-Bill 


Hinds teevee show every e 


end 
Trio 


tT) 
es new 


ening 


Scotland 


Buddy Logan, Scot crooner, to 
jcin Geraldo as vocalist . Stan- 
ley Black orch doing one-night 
tand in Kilmarnock Dundee 
\berdeen, Invernes Falkirk and 
Kirkcaldy Glas Jazz Club 
planning a “battle of bands” for 
St. Andrew's Hali Sept. 15, con- 
testants to be Mick Mulligan’s 
Magnolia Jazz Band and the Chris- 
tie Stompers. 


U.S. Talent for Third 
Berlin Cultural Fest; 
Seven Nations Join In 


gow 


“I Believe’ still heads the list of 
best-selling pop disks in Britain Berlin. July 28 
Doris Day and Johnnie Ray’s| ,.. = ike ye 
“Let's Walk That away” is a new- ] l¢ Third Be rin ( ultural Fes- 
comer fast creeping up tival tees off Aug. 30, with a vari- 
MEANS ta ety of outstanding cultural contri- 
‘ butions, and continues until Sept. 
Chicago 27. The list of entries so far, in- 
Hal McIntyre inked for four | cludes Italy, France, Great Britain, 
frames at Edgewater Beach begin-| Austria, Sweden, Switzerland and 
ning Aug. 14... GAC has signed}U. S., assuring the festival an in- 
Dan Belloc orch for management, | ternational character 
also Leo Peepers band ... Buddy| The various programs will be 
Morrow doing one-nighter in the} presented in all West Berlin name 
area through August Clyde | houses, including the Staedtische 
McCoy playing Tri State Fair, | Opera, the Titania Palast, Schiller 
Amarillo, Texas, Sept. 21-27 . . .| theatre, Schlosspark Theatre, Mai- 
Beachcombers into _fazio'’s aes | on de France and the Olympic 
waukee, for fortnight beginning | ct adium cast gemed will have 
Aug. 7 Weedy Herman open- | several outdoor events 
ing Colonial Hotel, Rochester, Aug. | There will be 18 operas per- 








OVA 


RECORDS 


“The finest sound on record”’ 








HOW DID 
HE LOOK 


recorded by FELICIA SANDERS 
with PERCY FAITH’s Orch. 


LINCOLN MUSIC CORP. 
160 Central Park South, New York 








|formed by the ensemble of the 
| 
ing the German preem of 
FKinem’s “Der Prozess.” In addi- 
| tion, there will be a guest perform- 


ance of Frankfurt’s Staedtische 
| Opera with Hindemith’s “Cardil- | 
lac.” A number of chamber operas 


|complete this substantial program 

Concerts will be 
|'the Berlin Philharmonic and the 
RIAS Symphony Orch. Conduc- 
tors are Wilhelm Furtwaengler, 
Herbert von Karajan, Hans Ros- 
baud and Ferenc Friscay. Cham- 
, ber music will be given by several 


Staedtische Opera, Berlin, includ- | 
Von | 


presented by | 
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PERRY COMO ‘Victor! 
2 ] “No Other Love” 6 2 4 - 4 4 4 5 6 6 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor ; 
z 3 “I'm Walking Behind You” 3 9 1 2 1 6 a 1 ; 4 
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4 6 “P.S. I Love You” — : 2 1 7 a : 9 10 6 6 a. 4 59 
AMES BROS. ‘Victor 
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2 6 “Limelight Theme” 7 8 5 2 7 3 10 2 
DARRELL GLENN (Valley) 
10 11 “Crying in the Chapel” 9 8 44. 1 7 2 24 
LES BAXTER (Capitol) 
1] 8 “April in Portugal” 5 3 - 9 3 & 22 
RUSTY DRAPER (Mercury) 
12 “Gambler's Guitar” 8 Lil 8 7 5 10 10 18 
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13 17 “Half a Photograph” ; ae 3 " Dis Son ey cee oe 3. 16 
~ FOUR LADS (Columbia) 
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HILLTOPPERS (Dot) = 
15 Wy “I'd Rather Die Young” or et ee ee a é ; re 5 10 
~ REX ALLEN (Decca) 
16A “Crying in the Chapel” = a ti se eae eee ; 9 
~ JAZZBO COLLINS (Brunswick) 
16B “Little Red Riding Hood” Bil a) Bin = vo Sere x 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
18 10 “With These Hands” _ 4 10 . = 5 8 
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| international groups, including the 


| Virtuosi di Roma, Quintet Instru- 


;}mental Pierre Jamet of Paris, 
Golden Age Singers of London, | 
jand Paganini Quartet of New 
York. 

U. S. contribution also includes 


| the appearance of the American 
| National Ballet Theatre with sev- 
eral night and matinee shows. Be- 
| Sides this ballet, Berliners will see 
the Ballet of the Royal Opera 
Stockholm and _ performances of 
the ballet of Berlin's Staedtische 
Opera. 

The theatre lineup inctudes the 
Theatre National Populaire de 
Paris, the Piccolo Teatro from 
Milan and a guest performance of 
Werner Krauss’ ensemble with 








Shaw's “Don Juan in Hell.’ 
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Up" Hit : 


| — Continued fr 


dey, subbing for the 
John Koffend, called it 
clever and convincing 





vacationing 
“slick, 


Cancellation in Conn. 
Putnam, Conn., Aug. 4. 
Wilbur Neumann, 
the Bradley Theatre 


of | 
can- 


manager 
here, 


| celled showing of “Moon Is Blue,” 
| booked for this week. 


He said he cancelled at request 
of Roman Catholic Church pastors 
in this area 


‘Moon’ Furor Creates An 


Alabama Censor Board 
Birmingham, Aug. 4. 

This city’s newly-appointed Mo- 

tion Picture Review Board gathers 

for its first organizational meeting 


| tomorrow (Wed) at City Hall. Pro- 


tests for and against the showing 
of “The Moon Is Blue” at the Em- 


| pire Theatre resulted in the estab- 


YO lishment of a board made up of 
in ’ YOU 18 women and one man. 
ke ’ | Criticism hit Police Chief E. H. 
| 2 AMES BROS RECORDS | Brown as a one-man censor, for his 
a KEN G Vi || cutting of the taxicab scene and 
ree | K RIFFIN. ictor || limiting the audience to 21 years 
‘ | pore REMO : ; Columbia |of age. A group of Catholics, led 
my 2 . Pee | by Father Francis Wade, editor of 
a] © MORALES With MGM . ; Saat atsbenhad tay aimee 
WILL BRADLEY Catholic Week, objected to showing 
= JOHNN se Vi the film altogether. 
S j 
= , HORTON er _ Pressure was too much for City 
Publ; cury Hall. At the Commission meeting 
rT MEL ” ished b last Tuesday (28), the three com- 
LIN MUS : missioners approved a new ordi- 
re — Ic, INC, rr | nance, setting up a board of review 
= I NG | ;to screen pictures that are “sus- 
iealiba a ea aa, aici — —j | pect.” Exhibitors were ‘instructed 


| Md. Censor Nixes ‘Moon’ 


| the 
| film 


| nor. the man who picked the board, 











om page 34 





i 
to inform the board of all aim | 
showings 24 hours in advance. 

The Police Chief is to enforce 
board's recommendations for 
cuts and bannings. Public 
Safety Commissioner Eugene Con- 


said he put so many women on it 
because “‘they have more time to 
see the movies and would be more 
conscientious about their job.” 
Commissioner Connor didn't an- 
ticipate the board would have to 





From the MGM Picture ‘‘Lili'' 











screen more than five or six films 





a year. He said he didn’t believe 
the police chief should have so 
much responsibility in film censor- 
ship. Most of the 18 women are 
club women. The one man, Theo- 
dore Wright, is an assistant super- 
intendent of education. Several of 
the women are those who objected 
to Chief Brown’s censorship of 
“Moon Is Blue.” 

Exhibitors here aren't happy 
about the setup; they remember 
several recent censorship advisory 
boards that turned into “free 
movies for clubwomen and their 
friends.” Two exhibitors got a 
quick brushoff from City Hall last 
week when they went by to try | 
and head off the censorship. 
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LD about WEIL! 


W 


Showbiz is WI 








WALTER WINCHELL: 


Gives “Curtain Calls” to “Brucie 
Weil’s recording of ‘God Bless Us 
All’.”’ oF e 2 


The PINT-SIZED 
POWERHOUSE 


whose recording of 


"GOD BLESS 
US ALL” 





DOROTHY KILGALLEN says: 


“The new sensation of the record- 
ing world—the showbiz tornado 
Um «ee 





DANTON WALKER says: 


“The sensation of the Chicago 
convention of record distribu- 
a 





has made 
ROBERT SYLVESTER says: BRUCIE 
u" h i d i h 
ss alan THE MOST 
TALKED ABOUT 
PERSONALITY 
_ on — IN YEARS!” 
BARBOUR 2 
Records 





FSO) 


ba ce | Direction: Mi Cc j 
Record Promotion: ; } 
Publicized by: MAL BRAVEMAN ASSOCIATES 1 


MORRIS DIAMOND 
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Violent Meetings Precede AGVA Vote | 


| Anna Maria Alberghetti’s agency 


To Negotiate Mt. Hotel Contracts 


New York branch of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists final- 
ly passed a resolution authorizing 
eastern regione] director Dick 
Jones and the N. Y. branch board 
to negotiate a new agreement with 


Catskill mountain resorts. At time 
of the passage, Jones pointed out 
that this may mean a strike, but 
membership went along with the 


resolution anyhow 
Passage of this re 
Capitol Hotel, N. Y 
day (3), was the climax of 
the most violent meetings in 
AGVA history. Meeting originally 
started last Tuesday (28), but mem- 
bership was so violent that 
tion on that matter could be taken. 
Meeting was continued Monday (3) 
and the membership was_ suffi- 
ciently calmed down, possibly by 
nearly a week of being able to 


olution at the 
meeting Mon- 
two of 








Just Concluded Successful 
Engagement at Palace, N. Y. 














ADRIANE and DALE 


New Singing Personalities 
and 

Stylized Routines at the Piano 
“Adrianne & Dale, a couple with well 
developed pipes, eligible for a great 
variety of show biz media. They're 
well groomed, hormonics are excel- 
lent and they rate and get handsome 
mittings.”’ 
JOSE, Variety—July 29, 1953. 
“Excellent vocalizing from Adriane & 
Dale. The duetting pair wisely un- 
derse!l fine projection.” 

BOB FRANCIS, Billboard, 

Aug. 1, 1953. 
Personal Management 
REDFIELD & REDFIELD 
226 W. 47th St., New York City 
CO 5-4948 
FRANK SENNES AGENCY 








225 W. 57th St., New York City 





no ac-, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


think it over, and so the resolution 


passed 

Last week’s shindig is attributed 
to many things, first of 
said to be the 
members by the mountain 
operators. In a letter sent out by 
the Mountain Hotel Assn., org top- 


pers urged members to cancel all 
hows for that night in order to 
permit the acts to attend the} 


AGVA confab. 


that unless the vote went their 
way, many shows would be can- 
celled Feeling was further in 
creased when at least one AGVA 


member virtually acted as spokes- 
man for the hotelmen on the meet- 
ing floor. At various times he told 
the union that the hotelmen have 
their ways and means of achieving 
their ends and they “‘won't applaud 
your actions tonight.” 

Thus’ virtually panic-stricken 
members became almost an inco- 
herent, babbling body. Violence of 
the meeting is seen by the fact 
that the chairman was _ shouting 
most of the time, unable to get 
most of the members to calm down, 

The only action taken that night 
was to disregard advice of AGVA 
counsel Maytimer S. Rosenthal, 
who pleaded with the members not 
to take any action on the issue as 
that would prejudice their position 
in court the following day. The 
Supreme Court in Albany was then 
to hear arguments as to why an 
injunction should not be issued to 
the hotelmen against the Hotel and 
Restaurant Employees Internation- 
al Union, which is attempting to 
organize Grossinger’s, Ferndale, 
and the Concord, Kiamesha Lake, 
N. Y. Rosenthal felt that any ac- 

(Continued on page 53) 


Omaha Goes for Video 
Rasslers Indoor & Out 


Omaha, Aug. 4. 


Promoter Max Clayton’ has 
moved his rassle artists outdoors 
for the summer to Playland Park 
Stadium—and the crowds are held- 
ing up strongly. Video grunt-and- 
groaners are averaging 3,050 fans 
per show, and Hans Schmidt and 
Vern Gagne drew 5,500 

Clayton took some of his troup- 
ers to Lincoln for an indoor show 
on a hot, muggy evening. Result 
was a sellout house of 3,800, with 


|}more than 1,000 turned away. 


which is | 
steaming up of | 
hotel | 


Many acts took that | 
as a mandate from the innkeepers | 
] 


OK Alberghetti Pact 


Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 
contract with MCA Artists, Ltd., 
was whittled down from 
years to one by Judge Frank G. 
Swain in Superior Court. 

Jurist said it was 
'court’s policy to approve minors’ 
‘contracts for more than one year. 
Actress is only 17. 


NY. Niteries In 
Dog Days Slump 


With al! major conventions hav- 
ing run their course for the sum- 
mer, N. Y. niteries have settled 
into the usual summer slump. Hav- 
ing come later than usual, the cur- 
'rent letdown is more pronounced. 





three | 


against the 


| 
| 


| co-ed 


| 


| 


Only spots doing any kind of busi- | 


ness are the Latin Quarter, N. Y., 
and the Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J. 
The Copacabana hasn’t been up 
to its usual summer level and 
show is being changed tomorrow 
(Thurs.), with Al Bernie and Betty 
Reilly headlining. The Versailles 
had been doing fairly well, Dut a 
recession has taken place there as 
well. The Blue Angel has been 
hitting a fairly steady stride. 
The current 
shrinking nitery 
area, inasmuch as the 


indicates a 
this 


letdown 
business in 


number ot | 


cafes running at this time is about | 


as low as it has been in 
years. Proof is seen by the 
that the Latin Quarter is the only 
night club on Broadway. The num- 
ber of spots in the N. Y. area that 
can afford major names is now 
down to three, and with the clos- 
ing of the Riviera in early October, 
the cafés that can afford the top 
names will be the Copa and the 
LQ. At that, the Latin Quarter 
| doesn’t always use top names, buy- 
|ing the expensive talent to bolster 
|a show that has had a long run. 

| Gotham cafe biz is expected to 
pick up after Labor day. 





Jane Morgan Brit. Hit 


Manchester, Eng., Aug. 4. 
Jane Morgan, U.S. thrush, proved 


| 


a successful vaude topper at the 
Hippodrome here. It marked her 
return to the vaude house where 
she made her British debut. 


She earned plaudits for her TV 
appearance in “Frankie and 
| Johnny” on the British network 
| She’s off to Brazil before returning 
;}to America, and plans to return 
‘to Britain in 1954. 








FOREMOST 
SOUTH 
AMERICAN 
REVUE 








CIRO RI 


ORIGINAL LATIN RHYTHMS | 


| 5 why 

| THIS WEEK RKO PALACE, 
| Just Played This Season: BROWN HOTELS, Louisville, Ky.; CASA BLANCA HOTEL, LATIN CASINO and All 
Leading Miami Beach Hotels, OLYMPIA THEATRE, Miami: 


THEATRE, Toronto; BEDFORD SPRINGS HOTEL, Pa.; 
CAPITOL THEATRE, Washington, D.C. 


| 
| 

| THANKS TO MY AMIGOS—ALL THE AGENTS AND BOOKERS: JOE 

HILLER — HARRY KILBY — 

| RAPP — CLARKE DAVIS — HERBERT EDLA FONTAINE 
| — ABE FEINGOLD — HARRY LEVINE 





* 2 ed 2, 
aye * 
Be » 





Sos ee .: 


s 
x 


MAC 


NEW YORK 


COLONIAL MANOR, Pittsburgh, Pa.; CASINO 
COPACABANA, Montreal; Leading Catskill Hotels, N.Y.; 


MARKS — ROY COOPER — MILTON BERGER — LEDLA FONTAINE 
— AL WEISS — DAN FRIENDLY — SIDNEY PIERMONT. 


| August 10th-ANKARA, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


AVAILABLE THROUGH YOUR AGENT OR 


| CIRO RIMAC 
33 West 63rd St., New York 23, N. Y. 





with 


CHARLIE 
BOY 








REINITA 


and 


RUBITA 











Phone: EN 2-7460 
If No Answer—TR 3-8286 








many | 
fact | 





| 
| 


| Aug. 10, 


FLAMINGO SETS FELIX 


Leon & Eddie’s Shutters Ist Time 
lin 25 Years; Asks 15% Settlement 





MacRae to Headline 
2d Cotton Bowl Cuffo 


Dallas, Aug. 4. 

State Fair of Texas will again 
offer two free shows in the Cotton 
Bowl during the 16-day ’53 run 
Oct. 10-25. 

Gordon MacRae will headline a 
cuffo turf staging Oct. 20, backed 
by the Apache Belles, precision 
dancers from Tyler, Tex., 
Junior College, and Hyman Charn- 
insky’s orch Some 20 beauty 
queens, repping east Texas cities, | 
will be feature attractions before 
a fireworks finale in the 75-000-| 
seat bowl. | 

Rev.. Dr. Edward L. R. Elson) 
will be the speaker at the expo’s 
annual closing religioso Oct. 25. 
Dr. Elson, of the National Presby- | 
terian Church, Washington, is pas- 
tor to President and Mrs. Eisen- 
hower. Religious festival drew 35,- 
000 last fall, with Dr. Daniel A 
Poling as principal speaker, 





757 Patrons Exit When 
Teresa Not at Nitery; | 
Pitt Terrace Nixes Pay 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 

Vogue Terrace here has filed no- 
tice with AGVA that it will fight 
any effort of Teresa Brewer to col- | 
lect a full night’s pay for the Fri-| 
day she worked on a weekend con- 
tract there. Miss Brewer was| 
booked in for Friday and Saturday | 
at $2,500, played the first evening | 
and then informed the -manage- | 
ment she wouldn't be back the fol- | 
lowing night because of a_ bad | 
throat. John Bertera, owner of | 
Vogue Terrace, pleaded with the | 
singer at least to put in an appear- | 
ance, protesting that he was com- | 
pletely sold out on reservations. | 

Vogue Terrace has been using | 
acts weekends only for the sum-! 
mer, and Fridays are only fair, the | 
big push coming on _. Saturday. 
Bertera had half a house for Miss | 


Brewer Friday, but would 
gone clean the next night. More} 
than 7 


5°> of those who had gel 
vations turned them back upon ar- | 


riving at Vogue and discovering | 
that star wouldn't appear. She's | 
demanding $1,250 for the single 
night. 





TO PRODUCE ITS SHOWS 


Las Vegas, Aug. 4. 

Seymour Felix has been signed | 
by the Flamingo Hotel to create | 
and produce original floorshows. | 
He began work this week, prepping | 
a show built around the Andrews 
Sisters, who open Sept. 10. 

Felix, onetime Ziegfeld associate 
and latterly with Metro, will be in 
complete charge of what the Fla- 
mingo hopes will become a per- | 
manent stock company for tab/| 
revues. | 


Holiday's N.Y. Vauder 


Billie Holiday will play her first 
N. Y. vaude date in Some time at | 
the Apolle Theatre, N. Y., Aug. 14, | 











| She'll be on the bill with the Duke 


Ellington orch and the Chocola-| 
teers. 


House has been shuttered for its) = 


usual summer closing, and the | 


Ellington-Holiday bill will mark 
resumption of activity there. 





Paul Duke, magician,’ into 500 
Club, Atlantic City, for week of 
_then into the “Anna | 
Russell Little Show” legiter open- 
ing late this month in New Haven. ! 


> 
| Leon & Eddie’s, the last nigi; 
of respectability 
52d Street, closed its doors 
ably 


$93,900 
and asks that a settlement . 
be made, to be paid in three 
instalments 
court approval 
the arrangement, the first 5 
be paid one month after the 
okay; 
after, 
months afterward. 


For the first time in 25 


irs 


on New y 


7 


for the summer. , 


with the filing for a petition 
rangement under Chapter 1} 
bankruptcy laws in 
Court 


me. J 
The petition 


listed llanpilit ? 
against ' 


assets of $ 


Within one , : 


If court ag 


second 5%, 
and the final 


seven ii 
Instalin € 


Of the liabilities, unsecureg 


creditors are Owed $86.072. pFenro. 
senting mainly tradespeaple, Listed 
among 
Polakoff, for many years attorney 
for Eddie Davis, although the pet 


the creditors are Mos 


} 


(Continued on page 55 


























BILLY GILBERT 


Currently “Louisiana Purchase" 
Loulsville, Ky. 


Aug. 14—CHUBBY'S, Camden 


Personal Management 
DAVID L. SHAPIRO 
AL 4-1077 


For Night Clubs: MERCURY ARTISTS 














PHIL FOSTER 


Says— 
have | “GOD-GIVEN 








VOICE” 


et. 


ne 























Now at 


BAL TABARIN 








QUEBEC CITY 


Booked thru WILLIAM SHILLING 
165 West 46th Street 
New York City | 








— 











Allied Artists Agency, Inc. 
1697 Broadway, New York JU 2-0669 


ANN EDWARDS 
JO VAN 
PATTEN 


ARTISTS’ REPRESENTATIVE FOR 
VAUDE, LEGIT, RADIO-TV, 


' 
BROOKS 





CLUBS, FILMS. 
— 


























LOU FOLDS 


ORIGINAL 
MAGICAL JUGGLER 


STARRING and HELD OVER AGAIN 


LATIN QUARTER, Boston 
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“The most exciting new 
singer | have heard this 
year is JOANNE GILBERT, 
whose beauty matches her 


lovely voice.” 


—Louella Parsons 
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JOANNE GILBERT 
“This girl is away out in 
front as a song stylist. She’s 
in a class now with Lena 


Horne.” 








Coming Picture 


TOPSY AND EVA 
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Dearest Joanne:— 

This word bouquet is to 
say you have broken the 
record of Edith Piaf and Joe 
E. Lewis at Mocambo. Con- 


gratulations. 


\ 
\\ 

















| —Charlie Morrison 





Goren 


\IiitW SSS 
ae 


\ 
AI 
a 
\\ AY 


\ 



















a or 





een “= 


“JOANNE GILBERT has 
more than lived up to the 
prediction | made seven 
months ago that she would 
be a top screen star of to- 


morrow.” 
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“JOANNE GILBERT is definitely 
a bright new star ... she is big- 
time ... she possesses all it 
takes to ride to the heights... 
and she has that mysterious 
sparkle of salesmanship that 
makes her click with the public.” 


—Jimmy Starr 
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HOLLYWOOD'S NEWEST STAR 


(Sterdem with Rosemary Ciconey) 





Now Appearing 


HOLLYWOOD 












NE GILBERT 





All Material 


Written and Produced by 


RAY GILBERT } 
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... hat rising 
young comedian 


DANNY 
~ CRYSTAL 


sd 





BIG- 
TIME.” 


Says Marc— 
VARIETY 


(CAL-VADA, 
Lake Tahoe) 











Currently-- 


LOEW’S PENN 


PITTSBURGH 


with JOHNNIE RAY 








—to follow — 


CASINO THEATRE, Toronto 
THREE RIVERS INN, Syracuse 
MICHIGAN STATE FAIR 


— Recent Successful Engagements: 


{ CAL-VADA LODGE, Lake Tahoe, Nev. 
EDDYS’ Kansas City 
RIVERSIDE HOTEL, Reno 
é CAPITOL THEATRE, Washington 


GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 


Mew Terk © Citicoge © Severty Hilts © Cinclaneti * Dellies * (Londer 





Personal Management: MICHAEL STEWART - 





moving 


Chi Niteries Get 
Brush From Stars 
Lured To Vegas 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 
Topdrawer variety talent grows 
less and less available in this ter- 
ritory, and the fear has already set 


Paree which 


in particular, has 
perennially been an _ important 
stopping place for the big names 


ing trouble signing the 
hot talent even at a big price. Book- 
ing agencies can’t deliver them 
The Chez, for example, h 
ing in the hopper yet for any date 
after Aug. 14 and has not, until re- 
cently, been up against this situa- 
tion before. Yet, since Chi has been 


now are! 


club, the Chez Paree 
no selling ‘competi- 


tual night 
has virtually 
tion here. 
The flower 
vaude haven cut deeply 
having an 
prestige slue to those who play 
there. Joe E. Lewis, for one, has 
made consistent yearly appearances 
at the Chez Paree, but will absent 


has 


the nr! 
the supply 





until 1954. He'll play Las Vegas, 
however. Small wonder that the 
Chez management has an eye out 
for investing in a Vegas house to 
coax acts into playing both spots. 

A bad situation is growing worse. 
For a complexity of other reasons, 
top night clubs in the recent past 
have thrown in_the towel on vaude- 


tinue an act policy along with the 
Chez Paree. 





‘Aqua Follies,” Despite 
Rain, 136 Mpls. Gross; 
To Seattle for 12 Days 


Minneapolis, Aug. 4. 
Playing to an estimated 62,000 


13 night performances at $3.50 top 
at Wirth Pool’s 5,500-seat stadium 
—where it was rained out once and 
|encountered threatening weath- 
er on several evenings — locally 
produced “‘Aqua Follies,” 





for a 12-day, 16-performance en- 
tion attraction there, as here. 

Ai Sheehan, show's producer, is 
trving to figure out a way to send 
the annually-staged lavish offer- 
ings on more extended tours. He 
says inquiries have come to him 
for the show from 19 other cities. 
His problem, however, is to find 


elsewhere than 

Seattle, where the municipalities 

constructed the amphitheatres. 
Attraction requires a pool of 12- 


theatre with a minimum 6,000-seat 
capacity, Sheehan _ points ¢ out. 
Among cities from which over- 
tures for it have come are New 
York, Miami, Montreal, Philadel- 
phia, Los Angeles, New Orleans, 
Mexico City, Havana and Tokyo. 


Pitt’s Twin Coaches In 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 

Twin Coaches, highway 
has lined up a string of top Sep- 
tember attractions to launch its 
big, remodeled room, which is now 
in the process of construction and 
will double the present capacity of 
more than 500. Tony Calderone, 
owner of the Coaches, had origi- 
nally hoped to have the enlarged 
place in operation this summer, 
but delays will hold up the unveil- 
ing for another month. 

First attraction for him will be 
Tony Martin, who comes in Sept. 4 
for eight days. It'll be his cafe 
debut locally. Martin is to be fol- 
lowed, on Sept. 14, by Nat King 
Cole, with Vic Damone coming in 
the 21st. Deal is virtually set for 
Frank Sinatra week of Sept. 28. 
but those contracts haven't been 
signed yet. 








Monticello «(N. Y.) Hospital as a 
| result of injuries sustained in an 
| auto crash on Route 17, Saturday 


ae 





Allen Joins Later 


Dick Allen hag joined the Ken- 
neth Later Agency cafe depart- 
ment. He had been acting as a 
personal manager previously. 

Others in the Later cafe sector 
are Bob Kerr and Stan Scottland. 


LEGITER DE LYON FILLS 








| ‘MUST’ A.C. VAUDE DATE 


in that Chi may become just 
another country town in the vaude 
circuit. Big bistros, like the Chez) 


| there. 


whittled down to only a single ac-| 


ing of Las Vegas as a} 
into 
undeniable | 


himself this year and is unavailable | 


| be welcomed by N. Y. Mayor Vin- 


| 
| 


{ 
i 
i 
} 


| the 


| 
| 


foot minimum depth and an amphi- | 


Sept. Bow, Remodel Room 


nitery, 


Singer Carol Frohman is in the 


-. {| Lyon 
as noth- | : 


| cial residence of the mayor. 
ville, and only a few hotels con-| y 


All efforts to get Leo De Lyon 
out of a one-week stand at the 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City, were of 
no avail and comedian had to take 
off for one week from his chores} 
in the Broadway legiter, “Wish| 
You Were Here,” to fill his contract 
Deal had been made some- 
time back by booker Al Rickard 
who resisted ail pleas to let De 
Lyon continue on Broadway. De 
is now back in the show,}| 
having wound up in Atlantic City, | 
Saturday (1). 

De Lyon’s legit chores are being | 
assumed by understudy Frank 
Aletter. 


NAAPPB Ops Meet At 
Ft. Lee, N. J., Powwow 


Annual summer meeting of the} 
National Assn. of Amusement 
Parks, Pools and Beaches will be 
held today (Wed.) at Palisades 
Amusement Park, Fort Lee, N. J. 
More than 200 operators are ex- 
pected to attend. 

George Hamid, operator of the. 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City, will pre- 
side at the confab. Operators will 





cent Impellitteri and they'll be 
guests of Mrs. Impellitteri at a 
luncheon at Gracie Mansion, offi- 


Following the business session, 
delegates will be hosted at a cock- 
tail party at the Palisades and will 
wind up with a midnight supper 
at the Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J. 


Vaude, Cafe Dates 











Chicago 








Modernaires into Chase Hotel, | 


people and gross of $135,000 for | St. Louis, Aug. 14 for two weeks | 


... Jimmy Nelson booked for Chi-| 
cago Theatre Aug. 21 for fortnight 
... Jack Carter to be co-featured 
with Guy Lombardo on Labor Day | 
at Du Quoin, Ill, fair, with Mar-| 
quis Family playing the regular! 


water | week beginning Aug. 31...Harry 
and stage show, is now in Seattle | Belafonte doing single stint at the) 


Du Quoin fair Sept. 7... Bill Law- 


gagement. It’s a summer celebra-| rence takes over Town Room, Mil- 


waukee, for two frames, beginning | 
Aug. 31. Pete Hanley follows into 
Town Room on Sept. 20 for| 
two rounds Mickey Rooney 
booked for single week at Lake! 
Club, Springfield, starting Aug. 7 

Willie Shore and Fran Warren | 
open Club Prevue, Collinsville, 
Ill., Aug. 18 for fortnight... Tito 


adequate outdoor facilities for it | Guizar playing two-weeker Sept. 
Minneapolis and|11 at Congress Hotel, St. Louis. 











ARSHALL 


Nothing 
Worth 


Mentioning— 





JAY 


In Fact 


Nothing 





Mgt.—MARK J. LEDDY 
LEON NEWMAN 























BOB 
BAXTER 


"Master of Mischief" 





HAVE BEST OF BAIT-~ 
LOOKING FOR A WEEKEND 


ed 





Piping Rock, Saratoga 
Nitery, Bought for 15¢: 
Resold as Golf Course? 


Saratoga, Aug. 4 
Adolph Englert, Schenec:, 


automobile dealer, who purcha-.j 
Piping Rock, former leading Sa... 
toga night club and casino, Th 
day (30) for $15,000, in a foro. 
closure brought to satisfy 


Federal income taxes and inter, 
totaling $1,058,000, said late 
he expected to dispose of the 
erty within 10 days 

Six persons had inquired 
the 140-acre layout One 
represents a Saratoga real 
firm believed to be interest. 
the place as a possible site 
golf course, En 


slert eal 
BiCil sla 


| Schenectady. 


His bid was the only one fo; 
real estate, which consists 


large stucco main building 
sino in the rear and several! ot 
buildings, 




















TERRI STEVER 


Held Over 
1-2 CLUB 
TORONTO, CANADA 


STAR MANAGEMENT 
846 7th Ave., New York BAyside 4.0910 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS 
First 13 files $7.00—All 35 Issves $25 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE ONLY 
ei o4. with No, 1—No Skipping! 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book. .$10 e 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET........ $25 @ 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk.. $25 @ 
e@ BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 @ 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 


$3.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 


No C.0.D.’s 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19—Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 














SENSATIONAL 
DANCE ACT 


(THE VALENTINO WHIP) 


WESTERLY 
GAIL 


135 East 33rd St., New York 
Plaza 7-6300 




















FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 


presents 





Now Playing 
CASINO 
Lucerne, Switzerland 
American Rep.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
TAVEL MAROUANI AGENCY PAR!S 














WHEN IN BOSTON 


t's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


The Home of Show Folk 
Avery & Washington Sts. 














Your Own Script Writer .., 


A. GUY VISK 


Writing Enterprises 
“Creators of Special Comedy Material” 
Particulars FREE! 

94 Hill Street Troy, N. Y. 
(The Mirthplace of Show Biz) 











Latest Comedy Materia! 


for MC's, Magicians, Enter- 
tainers, etc. Send for eur 
latest price list of 
ORIGINAL gagfiles 
logs. dialogs parodies 
skits, etc. Written by show 
biz top gagmen. Or seno 
$10 for $50 worth of above 
Money back if not satisfied 


LAUGHS UNLIMITED 











106 W. 45 St. N.Y. N.Y. JU 2-0373 
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LONDON’S 
SAVOY HOTEL 
RECORD 







PALLADIUM 
RECORD 


“AND HIS” 


FIVE ACCOMPLICES 


After Stealing the Hearts of London and Stockholm Still Wanted in England and Sweden — Plus Offers From — 
Austria, Finland, Norway, Denmark, Belgium, Holland, Australia and France 








ORIGINALLY BOOKED FOR TWO WEEKS AT LONDON PALLADIUM AND TWO WEEKS AT THE 
SAVOY HOTEL, LONDON. AFTER OPENING DAY AT PALLADIUM (BOOKER IN AUDIENCE) WAS BOOKED 
FOR ONE MONTH CHINA THEATRE, STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN. WHILE THERE CLUB 700 GOT SPECIAL PER- 
MISSION FROM THEATRE TO HAVE ACT DOUBLE AT CLUB, THEN WAS ASKED BY THEATRE TO HOLD 
OVER FOR ANOTHER MONTH, HAD TO DECLINE AS ACT WAS CALLED BACK TO LONDON PALLADIUM. 
WHILE THERE AGAIN HOTEL SAVOY RECEIVED SPECIAL PERMISSION FROM THEATRE TO HAVE ACT 
DOUBLE AT HOTEL (A RECORD FAST RETURN) AND WAS ADDED TO THE SAVOY SHOW AS EXTRA 
ADDED ATTRACTION. THEN ACT WAS NOTIFIED BY PALLADIUM THEATRE TO BE HELD OVER FOR THE 
NEW SHOW ANOTHER TWO WEEKS (A RECORD FOR FAST RETURN PLUS HOLD OVER). 


(Just Completed 15 Weeks Work in II Weeks) 





Dear Chris Cross: “Open Invitation to Return— Thanks for a swell performance. 
To be booked for two weeks at Just Cable” Will always be glad to see you 
the London Palladium & stay for back again. 
six is a tribute to your great skill % ECKERT LUNDIN & 
in entertaining the British public. CHINA THEATRE, STOCKHOLM CARROLL GIBBONS, 
Sincerely, Savoy Hotel. 


VAL PARNELL. 


SORRY TO HAVE HAD TO TURN DOWN MANY WONDERFUL OFFERS AT THE PRESENT TIME AS 
PERSONAL BUSINESS WARRANTS ACT BACK IN THE UNITED STATES, ESPECIALLY SORRY TO HAVE HAD 
TO TURN DOWN THE OPPORTUNITY TO APPEAR IN THE NEW SHOW “FOLLIES BERGERE” WHICH WILL 
OPEN IN LONDON IN SEPTEMBER AND RUN FOR A YEAR OR MORE. SINCEREST THANKS TO BERNARD 
DELFONT. AND THANK YOU ECKERT-LUNDIN, CHINA THEATRE, STOCKHOLM, FOR YOUR CABLE (JUST 
RECEIVED) TO RETURN FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER, AGAIN SORRY | MUST DECLINE. 


FINAL EUROPEAN ENGAGEMENT THIS TRIP, MOULIN ROUGE, PARIS, TWO WEEKS — OPENING AUGUST Sth 
Booked for Sept. 6 — Ed Sullivan’s ‘‘Toast of the Town’’ 
Sept. 30 — Hilton Jefferson Hotei 


EDDIE ELKORT 


LEW & LESLIE GRADE, »» 


250 West 57th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 
MUSIC ARRANGEMENTS BY NICK FRANCIS 
P.S.: Thanks Danny Graham for your good wishes. 
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Sands. Las Vegas jstrated by “Searlet Ribbon” and| Chez Paree, Chi generally material is sharp, new Sakara, Las Vegas 


Las Vegas, 

Red Buttons (with Alan Walk- | 

er), Kitty Kallen, Charles Nelson, 

Roy Palmer, Copa Girls (10), Ray 

Sinatra Orch (12); no cover or 
minimum. 





Power of TV is proven as Red 
Buttons pulls in peak throngs to} 
continue big biz of preceding Mil- 
ton Berle. Jack Entratter’s book- 
ing, know-how and ability, after | 
dishing up. string of winners 
stretching back to hotel's opening 
last December, continues undis- 
puted in this glammer hamlet. 

Buttons’ craftsmanship is terrif, 
stemming from solid training in 
burlesque, vaude, theatres and club 
dates. Current display is similar 
to his act of yore, only with TV 
themes tossed in for good measure 
Bounces on io top around while 
bouquet of applause’ continues, | 
then pours over warmup jokes 
leading in burley saga about the 
merits of the old Gaiety, with 
brimming nostalgia pulling cheers 
and whistles after bleating “Bring 
Burlesque Back to N. Y.” Lovable 


July 29. | 


personality catches on quickly dur- | 


ing amusing gab about Gotham 
Eastside, preamble for solid yocks 
in “Autograph Book.”’ Army stories 


lead into satire of German sub- | 
marine sequence, not quite up to 
already established laugh-par, but 
still humorous. In “Rocky But-' 
tons,” the punchy fighter, he 
reaches heights of comedy and 
“pegges Alan Walker gives excel- | 
ent straight cues in this, and is! 
also credited with much of But- 


tons’ special material. Trademark, 
“Ho Ho,” is windup for begoff. 
Kitty Kallen opens with spright- 
ly thrushing. Some of her slower 
tunes could be chopped to 
interest peaking. 
“Hello” special, “Gloccomora” is 
lull before neat reprises of ‘Rob- 
ert FE. Lee,” “Birth of the Blues” 
and “Strutters Ball.” “Princess and 
Bullfrog” is good for chuckles. 


with followup “Yes or No,” a cute 
and participation gimmick. Ballad 
“Pretend” is pace-slower, but re- 


vival comes with fine finis in “St. 
Louis Blues.” 

Copa Girls are gradually learn- 
ing what footwork and precision 
mean under the aevis of chore- 
ographer Bob Gilbert his as- 
sistant, Renno Stewart Curtain- 
raiser and midway routines have 


and 


keep | 


Following | 


las “Mark Twain” 


“Mathilda.” 
lypso in a manner that brings out 
native humor, and he can also hit 
a stirring stride with a delination 
of an Israeli Hora. In between, 
there are his standard items such 
and “Timber.” 


He can toss a Ca-| 


| 


| 
| 


Belafonte has already achieved a! 


degree of name status with his 


RCA Victor diskings and it’s likely | 


that his stand here will further 
his aims in that dirtction. He does 
tremendously. 

A top dance pair, Kathryn Lee 
& Mare Platt show polish and ex- 
pertness. They are lithe terpers 
and their choreography is designed 
to give them the utmost in ex- 
pressing themselves. There are 
some portions of their routine in 
which the exposition is somewhat 
obscure, but that doesn’t mar what 
is an excellent and entertaining 
romp around the floor. 

Miller seems to be playing it 
smart with this type of show at a 
time when many of his regular 
customers are away from the sum- 
mer. This bill can draw as much 
from the eastsiders as from those 


going over for the view, etc. 
The other trappings are still 
utilitarian and entertaining. The 
line routines designed by Donn 
Arden are provocative and the 


Doug Rogers production vocals hit 
the mark, Pupi Campo, batoning 
the Latin musicians and Walter 
Nye, helming the orthodox orch 
for dance and showbacking, per- 
form their chores well. Jose. 





Cafe Society, N.Y. 
Erroll Garner Trio, Golden Gate 
Quartet, Aaron Sachs Quintet 
with Helen Merill, Bert Keycs; 
$3.50 minimum, 





Erroll Garner can commute be- 
tween New York's jazz spots and 
intimeries on a year-round basis 
without wearing out his welcome. 
Fact that he recently 
a lengthy stay at the Embers, an 
eastside hangout, won’t cut down 
on his drawing power at this 
Greenwich Village spot. There's 
something novel and entertaining 
to be discovered in each of his 
keyboard sets and he seems to 


get better each time he sits down 
lto play. 


wardrobe designs by Gilbert, with | 


10 chicks legging to 
“Lookie There Ain't She Pretty” 
and “Indian Summer.” Charles 
Nelson is smooth production chant- 
ter, with Roy Palmer whipping up 
mitts tor his warrior solo in the 
Indian dazzler. This is mounted 
for stunning effect, and gals stomp 
cadences to earn big kudos 

Ray Sinatra has more than baton- 
ning to worry about, having some 
expert 88ing behind 
stint to frame. 
sound throughout. 


rhythmic 


Will. 
Riviera, Fe. Lee, N. ov. 


Joel Grey, Harry: Belafonte (ae- 


companied by Millard Thomas). 


Kathryn Lee & Marc Platt, Donn | 
Arden Line, Doug Rogers, Walter | 


Nye and Pupi Campo Orechs;: mini 
min $5. 


Bill Miller has signed a. batch 
of fresh talent for the Riviera 
layout. Two performers have pre- 
Viously seen service in eastside 
spots, while the terp team is a 
product of legit musicals. Together 
it makes for excellent warm- 
Weather fare well worth the trip 
over the George Washington 
Bridge 

In Joel Grey, a youngster 
shilled by Eddie Cantor on several] 
video shows and who made. his 
N. Y. bow at the Copacabana, Mil- 
ler has a comer, The lad is in his 
early 
clever. Let him properly channel 
all that energy and versatility and 


he'll be an entertainer of top di 
mension. At this point, he's just 
several shades better than his ma- 
terial which seems to contine 
him. The Isd's capable in) many 
directions. He ean sing well, he 
terps and he can enact a number 
He charmed with a bit: about a 
vireu he showed his) skill at 
ton 'Wisting Ivrics with his 
Ru nia and, in short, shows 
that e can do well by material 
stor evel permitting himself to 
niined = by ree he isn't iy 
S f full effectivenes In 
cCidentalls he's the son ot band- 
leader Mlickey Kat But be still 


does enough to fet by handsomely 

Perhaps the true topper of the 
occasion is Harry Belafonte, wiin 
fultar accomp by Millard Thomas 
who started his balladeeving care 


at the Village Vanguard just a 
couple of years ago and. then 
progressed to the Blue Angel, 
This is his first local try in an 
outsized room, and his efforts 


Seem to achieve a greater di- 
mension at this spot. Belafonte is 


a singer of sensitivity as is demon-| 





Miss Kallen’s | 
Backgrounding is | 


Backed by drums and a_ bass, 
Garner whips out a solid reper- 
toire of standards. Plenty of hi: 
wry personality goes into his 88ing 


and each offering emerges as a 
witty and highly listenable ins: 

mental. Each set runs about °) 
minutes but he could double thai 


time without offending any of the 
tablers. His backing aides, inciden- 
tally, lay down a strong rhythmic 
beat. 

The Golden Gate Quartet, who've 
been absent from these parts 
some time, know their way around 
spiritual and = standard rhythm 
pieces. They're at their best on 
“Joshua Fit The Battle of Jericho,” 
“Brother Bill,” “Dim Lit Rain” and 


| don't 


Chicago, July 31. 
Peter Lind Hayes & Mary Healy, 
Ted & Phyllis Rodriguez, Lottie 
Brunn, Johnny Martin, Chez Ador- 
ables (8), Brian Farnon Orch (8); 
3.50 minimum, $1.10 cover. 





Well-fashioned spread is in for 
a fortnight and should pull big 





attendance with Peter Lind Hayes | 


& Mary Healy making their first 


appearance together at this nitery. | 


Duo has a diversified act that sits 
well with the Chez clientage who 
grow weary even though 


Hayes and Healy hold the stage for | 


40 minutes. 

They can be funny in a number 
of ways, tossing up corn as readily 
as they do the subtleties. As im- 
pressionists, they avoid the stand- 
ard stuff and tackle a new school 
of voices, she treating the carbons 
with remarkable exactness and he 


more satirically. Together they 
spoof a disk jockey program of 
Lena Horne, Jan Peerce, Rose 
Murphy and Jack Smith, inter- 


| jecting amiable barbs at each other 


completed | 


en route. 


“Stardust” number hits for 
hearty laughs with Miss Heals 
singing the song earnestly and 


Hayes heckling from the tables as 
an inebriate. They mock the Brit- 
ish, the French and the Texans 
good-naturedly, click in a duet of 
impressions on Ethel Merman- 
Russel Nype and Mario Lanza-Judy 
Holliday, and raise a chorus of 


huzzas for the bowoff mimicry of | 
| the 


smiling dancers. ; 
Ted & Phyllis Rodriguez are 
foils to the comedy team as 


| lished 


and well-timed throughout. 

Three guys and a gal which 
make up the Beachcomber outfit 
have helped biz in this plush room 
before, and current stand is pretty 
much a reprise on their former 
date less than a year ago. Musical 


'comedy stylings, sock arrangements 


and catchy choreography make 
their work some of the best among 
singing groups today. Crew of 
Jerry Graff, Don MacLeod, and 
Bill Shepherd with little Natalie 
from the Pacific Isles is a hand- 
some group which projects itself 
strongly in this room. 

They stick pretty much to estab- 
faves, opening with their 


| intro song (a parody on ‘‘Ain’t She 


Sweet”), take “And the Angels 
Sing” at speedy pace, add a little 


light terping to version of ‘“‘“Mandy” 
and “Skip To M’Loo” for a novel 
turn. “You'll Never Walk Alone” 
comes through in high dramatic 
style, and their closing ‘‘Hawaiian 
War Chant” is probably the fastest 
and most bombastic version on 


i record. Customers keep their mit- 


ting solid throughout show. Quin. 


Latin Quarter, Boston 
“Ice Happy” with Bissel & Far- 


| ley, Harriet Kenny, Lou Folds, Hal 


Stanley, De-Icers (6), Mickey 


| Long, Charley Wolke Orch (5); $1 


admission, 


Remaining open throughout the 
summer for the first time in years, 
Latin Quarter is currently 


| showcasing “Ice Happy,” a blader 
that provides customers with an 


straight-laced terpsters. They have | 
good ballroom poise and don’t have | 


to rely upon acros or flourishes to 
please the crowd. Gal is a supple 


yartner, and he’s a smooth handler. | 
f | guys, who cavort through a stand- 


Versions of waltz, tango and samb 


get off to a warm reception, and | 
the act builds to a heavy mitt for | 


Latin translation of the Charleston. 
Team encores with a neat soft- 
shoeing of “Whispering” and has 
sock close with a bullfight stint. 


Leadoff spot is heid by attractive | 


Lottie Brunn who has a_ wide 


| juggling repertory and a good cafe 


| manner. 


for | 


| “Just One Of Those Things.” They | 
falter only when they move into! 


the pop groove. Such entries as 
i “I'm Walkin’ Behind You" and 
i“Anvtime” should be left to the 


20's, exuberant, willing and | 


current crop of diskers. The tunes 
don't give ’em much room to de- 
velop their standout vocal arrange- 


‘iments and are an unnecessary con- 


| routine 


cession to the pop trade. 


Aaron Sachs has a lively liit'e 
,combo on hand for terp fillers and 


an occasional instrumental whip- 
out. Maestro’s sax and clarinct 
work sparks the piano, bass, drunis 
and vibes backing. Milt Jackson, 
incidentally, is standout on the 
vibes, 
throaty renditions with 
“"S'Wonderful” and “It Coud 
Happen To You.” Bert Keyes does 
an okay emceeing job. Gros. 


Fairmont Hotel, S. F. 
Nat (King) Cole & Trio, Ernie 
Heckscher Orch (10); $2 cover. 


Cole clicks 
an overloaded 


Nat 
here 


(King) 
with 


solidly 
room 


Helens Merill gets off some | 


She works quickly, shift- 
ing from stunt to. stunt, with 
plaudits growing as her routines 
become more difficult. 
is variegated to heighten interest, 
and she gets a big hand for manip- 
ulating four balls and four 


Apparatus | 


at once, then five large multicol- | 


ored balls, and finally six hoops 
Closer has her on one leg, spinning 
a hoop with the other, and balanc- 
ing and spinning an assortment of 
misshapen objects on her forehead 
and hands. 

Chez Adorables, led by Marilyn 
Post, are a bit sharper for 


hour’s entertainment values and 
has resulted in overall biz being 
stronger than originally antici- 
pated. Produced and directed by 
Bissel & Farley, action tees off two 


ard opener to offstage vocalizing of 
Mickey Long, the spot’s emcee. 
From then on, individual stints 
are spotlighted with Lou Folds, 
complete in magico’s cape and 
tophat, scoring neatly with sesh 
of slick juggling while skimming 
along the ice. Guy adeptly tosses 
Indian clubs, tambourines, hats, 
etc., winding juggling tennis balls 
while blindfolded. The graceful 
looker, Harriet Kenny, uncorks a 
fast sesh of leaps, spins and dips 
to vocal accompaniment of a group 


! | of songs thrushed by Mickey Long, 
rings j 


for nice customer response. 


Bissel & Farley, a topnotch acro 
duo, register strongly in their spot 


|; with a series of spins and tricks 


topped by male member swinging 
femme partner at an accelerated 
pace. Although the comedy efforts 


| of Hal Stanley are not too yockful, 


this | 


show than they've been in the past | 


and contribute two good production | appears to be one of the more 


numbers, with Johnny Martin on 
the vocal. Brian Farnon orch show- 
backs and plays the interim dance 
music, Les. 


Angelo’s. Omaha 
Omaha, July 29. 
Ella Fitzgerald, Walter Herold 
Trio; $1.25 cover. 


Even the top acts of show biz 
have their off nights. And it was 
one of those sessions for Ella Fitz- 
gerald at show caught last Tues- 
day (28). 

Nothing went right. Her accom- 
paniment fluifed often, a couple 
of payees insisted on taking flash- 
bulb pictures practically in her 
face, smoke from ringsiders seemed 
to trouble her and few of the cus- 
tomers would request the 
she prefers to sing. 

Nevertheless, Miss Fitzgerald 
stuck it out for her half-hour 
and crowd didn’t seem to mind the 
noticeable difficulties a bit. Biggest 
salvos came for “How High 
Moon,” “Crying in the Chapel” 


and “It Had to be You.” Angelo 


‘DiGiacomo gave 


keeping him on for three encores , 


lo a sum total of some 45 minutes 
of songfesting., 

Cole purveyed all his song stock 
for the plushy patronage from lis 
heppy “Almost Like Being = In 
Love’ to his zinger the “Calvp-o 
Blues.” Along the way he tossed 
oi “Pretend,” “I Am in Love.” 
Song From Moulin Rouge” and 
Lost April.” To further whet the 
appetites of the couverters, he un- 
wrapped his sender “Mona Lisa” 
and such sockos as “Route 63," 


“That's My Girl,” “Paper Moon,” | 


“Little Girl” and “Too Young.” 

\t only one point was there a 
doubtful tangent and that wes 
when he dispensed with the mike 
for half a tune. This was unnec-s- 
sary and gn ungilding of the liiv. 
As a stylist Cole ranks with the 
best and the customers showed 
that they appreciated it. It was 
all his way and a yard wide 

Ted. 


‘bit far 


her his biggest 


excellent. Trump. 





Eddys’, K. €. 
Kansas City, Aug. 1. 

The Beachcombers (4), Shecky 

Green, Tony DiPardo Orch (8); 

$1 cover. 





Summer biz is holding well here. 
and the week's lineup of musical 
Beachcombers and comic Shecky 
Green makes a strong inducement 
for frequenting the Eddy brothers’ 
establishment. The singing group 
are old hands in this club. but 
Green makes his initial bow here. 
Combo in 45 minutes is tightly knit 
and lively show all the way. 

As m.c., ) 
Shecky Green to open, and come- 
dian gets into meaty material with 
little delay. Proves himself handy 
with dialects, kidding an opera, 
miming Frankie Laine and Johnnie 
Ray, and tossing about a bit of 
garbled French. Entire route is 


consisting of prattfalls and kibitz- 
ing with ringsiders, the guy, togged 
out in a ludicrous tramp outfit 


skilled skaters of the group. Revue 
winds with uptempoed ensemble 
number enhanced by use of strobe 


| lighting. 


In addition to emceeing chores, 
Mickey Long also grabs a solo spot 


| to vocalize a couple of ballads with 


i 


| 


ballad | 


the | 


proceedings ably backed by Char- 
ley Wolke’s combo. Elie. 


Mi. Royal Hotel, Mont’l 
Montreal, July 31. 
Chandra Kaly & Dancers (3), 
Georgie Faith, Max Chamitov 
Orch (8) with Norma Hutton; $1- 
$1.50 cover, 





East Indian terp exponent Chan- 
dra Kaly with three new femmes 
returns to the Sherton-Mount 
Royal’s Normandie Room after a 
two-year break and his modern 
variations on basic East Indian 
themes are still top drawer cafe 
entertainment. Garbed in new and 
more exotic costumes, Kaly opens 
program with a series based on old 
folk dances that have been neatly 


j}adapted for a night club floor; it’s 
/obvious enough without going into 
ad budget and it paid off. Biz was 


outright comedy and_ theatrical 
enough to hold clientele attention. 
For an encore Kaly does a single 
relying on the bells fastened to his 
ankles to give him the necessary 


jrhythm and then brings back his 


three attractive dolls to show the 
boogie influence on this particular 


type of hoofing. 


,to do an uninhibited West 


Tony DiPardo brings on: 


laugh laden with some extra yocks | 


from his rout're as the slug-happs 
pug. A time or two Green go°s a 
on the risque side, but 


Georgia Faith (New 
Acts) spells the Kaly dancers as 
they change for their final se- 
quence. Following the Faith song 
fest, the Kaly group comes back 
Indies 
item that packs a nifty wallop and 
shows the femme section of outfit 
to best advantage. Costuming 
throughout is excellent and gals 
respond with talent and style to 
Kaly’s slick choreography. 

With Max Chamitov playing a 


Newcomer 


solid piano and leading the orch, | 


all performers get ample support 
and Norma Hutton doubles as 
femmeee and hand vocalist in her 
usual trim fashion. 
slack tourist season, much of the 


success of this popular room is due | son Girls 


| average 





} 


| 


| 
| 


| with her debut. 








Las Vegas, Jul: 23, 


Marguerite zza, Gene Nelson 
Harvey Seas, a- © else 


L arem Dancers 
(12), Cavaliers (4), John Py 
Cee Davidson Orch (12); no cov-o% 
or minimum. 


pr 


—— 


Once again the Sahara takes a 
gamble with longhair in person of 
Metopera charmer Marguerite p; 
azza for headline fare, but may 
take a setback this try. Name i« 
not strong enough or familiar tg 

tourists flooding Vegas 
territory, and following the s i 
Red Skelton, any act or comb 


” 
tion is apt to suffer by biz 
parison. Aided by Gene Ne 
Harvey Stone and_ impre e 
George Moro productions, bil! 
ceives added lift. Still in a 
tables will be easy to obtain for the 
two frames. 

From scanning the marquee 
pression is gained that 
should have all ingredients 
unusuai and offbeat nitery display, 
Somehow, entire mixture doesn't 
jell resulting in only average re. 
turns. Miss Piazza, with personal 


accomper John Lesko, gives an a! 
together satisfying performance 
(See New Act 

Gene Nelson, on the loose after 
termination of Warner Bros. pic 
contract, has contrived a pleasant 
20 minutes. Newly routined, with 
added talkfests, the Nelson terper, 
is of high calibre although lack- 
ing in flash tricks for roping sal- 
vos. Lithe dancer seems to con- 
centrate more in putting over his 
interim jokes. All gab could be 
sharpened—if he insists upon the 
talking—made to fit his type of 
delivery, which is breathless be- 
cause of previous exertions. Also, 
he could explore possibilities of 
banter and badinage over standup 
gag punching. 

Harvey Stone is beset wiih 
tough task of opening the layout, 
but he begins rapping over his col- 


lection of funny material, cello- 
phaning the heat, gambling, girl 
friend & wife waggeries tagged 
by spicy “Argentina” parody. By 
the time he has reached his clas- 
sic Army routine, audience is 
palmed, and with this topper 


walks off to big mitts. 
Sa-Harem Dancers step with 


their usual fine ensemble preci- 
sion. Solid front of good-looking 
dolls, who know the _ footwork 


angles, have a ball in “Lost My Hat 
in Haiti,’ aided by warbling Ca- 


valiers. A breathcatcher, spotted 
in the middle, is waltz medl 
with glowing scarlet and chiar- 
treuse wardrobe. Cee Davidson 
orch has to capture many temps, 


but turns in pretty fair job. Will. 
Dude Ranch, A. ¢. 
Atlantic City, N. J., Aug. 2. 
The Gaylords, Buddy Greco 
Francisco, Foster Johnson, Clif 
Martin, Lee Henderson Girls (5', 
Ben Cotey, Bob Kersey Orch; $2.25 
minimum, 


— ss 





This spot, established by the laie 


+Tom Endicott, is galloping along 


in fine mid-season form. Its curs 
rent operator, Ben Cotey, is filling 
the 600 seats for three shows week- 
ends and reporting biz up to this 
par most nights during the week. 
Location, far at the end of the 
boardwalk and away from mid-city 
spots, has meant that Cotey has 
had to dangle something other 
than the usual night club fare to 
lure customers. He has imported 
better talent and tops this wit! 
getting the payees to participale 
in such things as hobby horse race$ 
(for girls only), square dances, mu- 
sical chairs, all for more laughs. 
He tops this with a large circular 
dance floor which is filled by cus- 
tomers between shows. Prizes £0 
to winners of the games. Waitress- 
es and waiters appear as rancil 
hands with spot rigged to resembie 
interior of huge ranch house. 
The Gaylords vocal trio which 
works with bass fiddle and piano, 
get best mitting, offering old and 
new numbers like “Without 4 
Song.” “Ramona,” ‘“‘My Little 0- 


| quette,” “Mama and Pappa Polka.” 
'and going off with “My Wonder 


| ful One.” 





| 


They come back wilt 
Buddy Greco, co-starred wi! 
them, to give “Ain't She Pretty.~ 
“Look Down that Lonesome Ro: 
and “I Believe,” a begoff. 


Greco has nice personality ‘0! 


spot and as a single scores 1 
such numbers as “What a Da 

“Its a Shame to Tell a Lie,” wii" 
audience participation; “1 
Through with Love,” playing ow" 
piano accompaniment; “Youre 


Driving Me Crazy” and “Walkin2 
My Baby Back Home.” 
Show rounded out with juggling 


In a fairly | act by Francisco, and nice tappin$ 


by -Foster Johnson, with Hende'- 
(5) offering three nest 


‘to maitre’d Victor who has been) dance routines. Cliff Martin sings 
in charge of the hotel's main salon | cowboy vocals to keep show mo 
for more than two decades. Newt. | ing. Walk 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 








past Frontier, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, July 27. 
Joan 
wer, Joy Walker, Dolores Frazzini, 


Jean ae 
yay Ennis Orch (10); no cover or 


imum, 





Another Hollywoodian to head | vue. 
for Nevada’s silver hi-ho is Joan | jaygh-getting knockabout 
but other than provide | act. 
the pic-mu- | 


Blondell, 
interest for marquee, 
egit personality has little to 
by way of an act. 


cit al-l 


Tor 


ofte 


production, Miss _ Blondell 
“oneeivably bring in sufficient cus- 
tomers and amuse briefly with her 
nitery debut. 


Having zest, front, or past name | 


credits in other fields is _ not 
enough to project the buxom blond 


through current’ three - frame 
stanza alone. With Vincent to lean | 
upon during opening duet, Miss 


Biondell talks wordage of special 
“Carmen” and “Tampico.” This is 
supposed to set show's theme, 
“Fiesta Frolics,” along with Dev- 
Ivn line opener plus Stone Quin- 
¢et's funny lyricing of “South of 
the Border” and the “Mexican Hat 
Dance,” terped by Dickie Lerner, 
Walker and Dolores Frazzini., 
followup material veers 
leagues north of the border, 
to return until Latino finale. 


In the meantime, the Blondel] 
rep is charged momentarily by re- 
prise of her socko “He Had Re- 
finement,” from “A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn.” Possibility of three- 
bell payoff could come from se- 
evel, “I Wanna Strip,” if ending 
were to be changed. Stone and his 
frantic lads help the disrobing, but 
punch is killed when she returns 
with sheet = wrapped around her 
black-fringed gown. Weak tag gets 
revving with quintet’s quick segue 
into instrumental “Blues,” but 
overall effect is impeded by Miss 
Blondell’s voice-lack. She _ tries 
valiantly to keep up with the mad- 
house antics, yet looks uncomforta- 
ble within the surefire Stone 
group. Audience, however, puts 
forth a good palm-pounding upon 
her exit. 

Vincent picks up closing slot to 
edge ahead by yockworthy pynch- 
ing. Bleating his comedy tunes 
and specials, he smacks’ over 
“Tony the Barber,” with dialectics, 
horse-betting chatter, tune-treatise 
on film casting, gambling parody 
set to melange of college faves, 
terrif Texan “anything from Texas 
is Bigger, Better,” and chair rou- 
tine surrounded by line prancers 
in curtain finale. 

Stone’s combo was reduced to 
four at show caught as accordion- 
ist Michael Gardner had many 


Joy 


but 


units of penicillin to contend with, | 


yet the foursome emerged in usual 
crowd-pleasing style. Art (Cow 
Eyes) Engler is featured along 
With Stone in “Pennies 
Heaven,” then goes it alone 
solid “Them Thar Eyes.” 
cockney 


“Old Man River” is a 
highlight. 


Jean Devlyn Dancers spark open- 
closing fiestas, aided by Herb | 
vocalizing. | 
has backbreaking 


ing, 
Flemington’s 
Skinnay Ennis 
Core, but guides his orch through 
scores and cues steadily. Will. 


capable 


Moulin Rouge, Paris 
Paris, Aug. 1. 


Ethel Smith, Les Ramses (4). 
Les 3 Bonos, Benno, Font & Nita, 
‘ichele Marconi, Les Renias (2). 

oulin Rouge Dancers (12), Cu-| 
ban Pete & Don Fabricio Orch 

15) Charles Carlier Orch (15): 


intmum plus 85¢ admission. 


a 


oulouse-Lautree 


in the ‘90s, 


reopening under the 


Nk past winter, but 


‘ater nitery has begun to 


its 


i ] 
“ing until 2:30 a.m. 
s done best b.o. to date. 


Oo W eek rs 
oc upying 


Star spot near end 
Part two. 


and well-managed 


‘ 


stomers. 
ond 
riddle-Faddle,” 
and “Tico-Tico,” 
‘ocking boogie-woogie 


“hich whams audience. 


Rendition on 


“After 


Blondell, Romo Vincent, | 


R i ickie Ler- | , 
Kirby Stone Quintet, Dickie | applause-raiser, 


cycling of Les Renias (2) to jug- 


Devlyn Dancers (10), Skin- (ling a" 


Carried | 
ng by Romo Vincent and Kirby | 
Sione Quintet in a Sammy Lewis | 


could | today 


not 





From | 
for | 
Stone’s | 


| five 
|Cal-Vada this summer, and carry- 


Moulin Rouge, famed haunt of 
has 
n constantly building biz since 
Georges 
hance Management in 1951. Week- 

nights were sometimes off dur- 
with coming 
tourists who have heard much 
‘ut Moulin Rouge lately via the 
of the same name, the 1,500- 
_ hiter fill. 
It is jammed all nights for 
> Show which begins at 11 p.m., 
tor half-an-hour dance inter- 
ion at midnight, and winds up 
30 a.m., with dancing contin- 
Present bill 


Policy is to change show every 
with name performer 
of 
. Current revue is headed 
_ American organist, Ethel Smith, 
ose winning platform personal- 
bilingual 


| the customers 


running from smooth tangos and 
improvised bull-fight 
Font & Nita to expert acrobatics 


dance by 
by Egyptian Les Ramses (4), big 
and from. trick 


balancing of Benno. 
Michele Marconi, solo, does unique 
equestrian dances and _ Les 

Bonos, doubling in Capucines re- 
“Paris Galant, °53,” provide 
comedy 


Like Bal 
Eve, 
trance 
has $1 
tables. 


Tabarin and Nouvelle 
Moulin Rouge charges en- 
fee (300 francs, 85c) and 
minimum at both bar and 
Considering Paris prices 
and richness of current 
show, this is good bargain. Curt. 





Ciro’s, Hollywood 
Hollywood, July 31. 
Connie Moore, with Cass Yeager 
and Jack Regis; Marquis & Family, 
Dick Stabile Orch (8); Bobby 
Ramos Rhumband (5); $2 cover. 


It has been a long time since 
Connie Moore worked for the 
home folks and she obviousty felt 
the need of something new to mark 
her return to town. She's got it 
in the form of a couple of male 
dancing partners, but while it’s a 


good idea, the stunt needs to be 
worked out better to attain peak 
results And since Miss Moore 


does better than well as a singer in 
her own right it’s problematical 
whether she needs the added pro- 
duction touches. 

Miss Moore has a well-paced 30- 
minute songalog that covers a wide 
variety of material. Possessed of 
a good voice and a canny delivery, 
she makes a decided impact here, 
the intimacy of fitting her styling 
perfectly. 
items as “Allez Vous En” 
with a fine echo chamber 
to “Birth of the Blues,” in which 
she gets special backing from 
trumpet, clarinet and saxophone. 

AS a new twist, she does a cou- 
ple of numbers with Cass Yeager 


(done 
effect) 


and Jack Regis, in some stylized | 
dance stuff staged by Billy Daniel. 


It’s a good idea and could be de- 


veloped with more rehearsal; at 
the moment, however, it suffers 
chiefly from the fact that the 
dancers aren't in the same class 
with Miss Moore. 

Marquis & Family, chimp act, 
gets the layout off to a riotous 


start. Shrewd simians run through 
a number 
their facial 
constant 


of effective acrobatics, 
expressions bringing 
ringside howls It’s a 


slick, well-handled act that’s cal- 


culated to appeal universs!iy 


it suffers slightly from the physi- 
cal layout of the room = wincn 
makes some of the stunts impos- 
sible to see from many tables. 


Dick Stabile orch backs the 


| show and shares the dance chores 


with Bobby Ramos. 


Cal-Vada. Lake Tahoe 
Lake Tahoe, Nev., Aug. 2. 

Peggy Lee, Joe (Fingers) Carr, 

Jean Devlin Dancers (6), Dick 


Kap. 


| Peirce Orch: $2 iminimuin. 


Peggy Lee is the only femme of 
big song names starring at 


ing the middle position at the sea- 
son’s peak will do big business 


'with her thrice-nightly chore. 


Ever since the success’ of 
“Lover” a year ago, Miss Lee has 
been on an offbeat kick. These 
wild, sometimes chanting, some- 
times wailing, arrangements are 
noticeable in half her songalog 
now. They are marked by a dis- 
jointed phrasing which sometimes 
leaves the lyrics suspended. Even 
“Lover” has strayed from the “gal- 


loping desert legions” effect into 
a surrealistic thing which has a 


“gone” ending that is forever go- 
ing. 
Pete Condoli with his staccato 


trumpet and bongo-thumping lends 
modern sound to the accompani- 
ment. She has added a harp to her 
former set-up of trumpet, drums 
bass and piano. This is heard on a 
very quiet, hesitating. breathless 
“C'est Magnifique.’ Closest thing 
to the old Lee style in ballad is 
“Nearness of You.” and in the nov- 


elty department, her own composi-, 


*Manana.”’ 
(Fingers) 
vest, and gartered 
every bit of the 
player. “Piano Roll Blues” is right 
off the old player piano, getting 
stuck a couple of times, and com- 
ing out of it is as Carr bangs the 
lid. In a story about the hardships 


tion, 
Joe 
flashy 


looks 


derby, 
sleeves, 
ragtime 


Carr, in 


, +of childhood, he demonstrates how 
atter in introducing numbers ap-| he played in the cold parlor, with 
Peals to both native and visiting | gloves on. 
Ham- 
organ of such numbers as 
Hours” 
is followed by 
selection 
She also/|ter between numbers 


Later he’s handcuffed, 
blindfolded and playing on sheet 


‘covered keyboard. 


“Rhapsody in Blue” is to show 
“I'm not always a 
Some light ban- 


bum,” Carr says. ; 
is kept to 


*monstrates collection of South! a minimum. 


A; * : 
“ericén instruments; chocalhyo, | 
in 


“abasa, tieo-tico and maracas 


Peasant novelty interlude. 
Supporting program is solid one, “Jungle Fever.” 





Jean Devlin Dancers kickoff 


with a lively “Elks Parade” and 
/precede Peggy Lee with a heated 


Mare. 





Turn ranges from such | 


Palmer House. Chi 


Chicago, July 30. 
Georgie Gobel, Charles Wyma, 
Saveen, Viggo Jahn, Three's Com- 
pany, Martha Ann Bentley, Grace 
Hamilton & Peter Thomas, Lou 
Kristofer & Pat King, Peter Con- 


low, Louise McMullen, Dorothy 
Aull, Johnny King, Robert Rich- 
mond, Henry King Orch; $3.50 


minimum, $1 cover. 


For the third successive August, 
Merriel Abbot brings a special re- 
vue into the Empire Room of this 
hotel for a prolonged stay. This 
time Georgie Gobel is at the mast 
although he was originally signed 
just another one of the 
It was a stroke of good fortune foi 
Miss Abbot, who could not have 
foreseen his sudden popularity rise 
via TV's “Saturday Nite Revue 
And she has him at a bargain 
price, as per contract, albeit he 
is top level lure, the jammed 
house attests on opening night. 

Program bears the title “What's 
My Act?,” being a takeoff, but 
not a satire, on the popular tele- 
vision panel show. This contrived 
panel presumably strings the show 


as acts 


SO 


as 


together, introducing each act. En 
tire format is cumbersome, 
crowded with people, with some 
very good talent getting lost in 
the crowd Panel business begins 
to grow tedious and, as it con 
sumes time in extraneous chit 


chat, linsits the performers to briet 
routines, 

Gobel'’s segment, of course, is 
saved for the wrapup. He comes 
on and bows off to an ovation. In 
what little time he's allowed fo 
his work, he clicks with his sly wit 
and dispassionate delivery. His 
timing is sharp and his delayed 
bombshells devastating in a mono 
log which covers such subjects as 
drinking, insurance and _ plastic 
surgery. Last offering is a yodel- 
ling ballad to self-accomp on an 
oversized guitar, which clicks for a 
begot{. Gobel comes back dancing 
in the grand finalé. 

Four Eurepean imports get just 
enough time in the show to prove 
themselves fresh and appealing 
fare. Saveen is a British ventrilo- 


| quist who carries on quick, clipped 


repartee with an undersized doll 
named Daisy Mae and a duminy 
dog. Act builds to a big hand and 
surprised guffaws when he _ ven- 
triloquizes through a live and well- 
trained pooch which moves its 
mouth at just the proper times 
Unique juggling and balancing 
stint is turned in by Charles Wyma 


of Belgium, who manipulates a 
trunkfull of unorthordox items 
For sock climax, he flips six cups 
and six saucers by foot onto his 
forehead and, having them in bal- 


ance, next kicks in a teaspoon and 
a lump of sugat! 


Danish magician Viggo Jahn’'s 
turn mainly involves the knob ot 
his cane. He makes it disappear, 


reappearing on his finger tip and 
then multiplying until the knobs 
are perched on all his fingers. This 
wins him a second bow. 

Midway in the show falls the 
Commercial. Expected to be a 
mockery of TV sponsorship, it 
turns into an actual advertisement 


for the Hilton hotels Into this 
spot the excessive dancing talent 
is dumped Three's Company, a 
sock English team of two males 
and a femme, are on just long 
enough to earn a return bow for 
their slick and sensuous stylings 
and the sprightly team of Lou 


Kristofer & Patricia King impress 
enough for a big hand. Martha 
Ann Bentley has a few seconds fot 
solo ballet as cigarette girl and 
Peter Conlow., who doubles on the 
panel, hardly has a chance to dance 
at all as the guest 

Duo of Peter Hamilton & Grace 
Thomas get a momentary chance 
for the spotlight in the finale but 


otherwise are treated as part of 
the line. Panelists Louise McMul 
len, Dorothy Aull, John King and 
Robert Beek are just so much 
talent wasted. serving on the board 
in slight speaking roles and 
vaguely in the company for the 
commercial and finale Miss Mc- 


Mullen does get a chance to do the 


offstage vocal for “Cigarettes 
howevel 

Henry King orch backs up the 
whole affair and plays for the 
ballroom afterwards Les 


Seven Seas. Omaha 
Omaha, July 29 
& Eddie Roberts, Mary 


“PT OF Nithiniua., 


Lucille 
& Dale; 


Wo CO 


Lucille & Eddie Roberts are the 
slickest in the mind-reading and 
magico field to hit Omaha in 
come years. And their turnouts are 
letting them know it. 

At show caught, male 
with some clever patter, bringing 


on his femme partner from tal- | 


ented sleight-of-hand work. Then 
they go into their feature, where- 


in she blindfolds herself and iden- | 
i tifies all sorts of items customers | rhumba four. 


opened | 


| hand him. Both come through with | 
hace 


comedy during this, so fans 
are not only amazed but amused. 
\t later shows, the partners 
sWitch with he doing the blindfold 
Stint and she the room-roving 
ream, recently starred in 
“What's on Your Mind” on radio 
and TV, is well costumed and tops 
at mixing with customers. It’s a 
tine bet for any medium 
Mary & Dale are standard open- 
er with brief songalog, featuring 
“Oklahomea”’ medley Dale also 
388 during interinission 
room, best hoawspot 
Omaha ats 


EI Rancho, Las Vegas 


Las Veg July 29 
Har / la es Orch 14 i th 
B R ( j Hie ! rill 
Rot s li (; ‘ 
I Ti crs ) , ¢ 
The music- makers are well 
established for this fortnight as 
Harry James does the skippering 
with his orchsters featuring 


Buddy Rich, and supplying backing 
for Sonny Howard, Gail Robbins 
and Tommy Gumina 


The expressive James’ trumpet 
has been captivating customers of 
all kinds from his first recocnitiou 
in the Benny Goodinan oveh = of 
mid-30 through the swing eva 
beyond with his own crew. Scorng 
high even during slough of band 
biz, James has found a solid niche 
with his brand of comincreialized 
pops and jazz He grooves orch 
output to suit) confines of El 
Rancho’s room, ticking off “Boovie 


Woogie” for rousing audio opene: 
After the excellent medcerne terpery 


of Johnny Conrad and four fo mimcs 


in sexy “blues” theming, James 
brings on accordionist Tommy 
Gumina for flashy “llow Hieh the 
Moon.” Trumpets duet on “Flipht 
of the Bumble Bee” with scuecze 
boxer, and fills backeround with 
band notes to plaintive “Ruby 
Surprise last-minute booking of 
Gail Robbins finds the well- 
stacked pic thrush winning okay 


responses with “Just One of Thoce 
Things” to get on the road. Fol 


|} lowup ringside cruise on “I've Got 


a Crush On You,” aimed for mates 
che vets good jump with Poem 
Thar Eyes.” and “Im In a Jam 
With Baby” from a part fieehor 
Buddy Rich has stand to bimerelf 
and collection of tubs atter band 
has fun with two-beat “dozz Te 
Blue: Drummer-man Rich di 
plays fantastic form and accuracy 


in Whipping the skins for showstop 
ping salvos 

Maestro James retires to down 
beat backgrounds fo Sonny 
Howard's socko wrapup. Exercis 
ing his own tonsils before brace 


Hloward doe 
Satchmo. King 
Tony Miar.in 


of terrif impression: 
carbons of Laine 
Cole, Rose Murphy 


Ink Spots and Jan Peerce, Personal 
piping grabs mitts after “Il Love 
You Much Too) Aluch, be ore 
pecial top-hat “award” tributing 
Ted Lewis, Daniels and Durante 
with great Eddie Jackson strutoff 
James orch rip Ino iwo 
O'Clock Jump” for neat upbeat 
finale with segue into «ct for a 
multitude of floorbeaters Will 


Mocambeo. Holly wood 


Hollywood, July 29 
Joanne Gilbert Eddie O iner 
Orch 7); Joe Castro Rlutiband 
(4). $2 cover 
Joanne Gilbert is very much of 
a “local gal makes vood” attraction 
in Hollywood. so her current fort 
night at the Viocambo Yould be 
profitable but on oa Jlonverance 
basi there pie nts o} work to be 
done with this act Pie pocent al 
Niss (Gs Ibert displayed en if 
curtsied at the Moecambo Jast No 
vember 1 till there, but it he 
been misdirected to some extent 
Chief difficulty is that the litle 
tricks of showmanship which made 
the debut outstanding have now 
been overstyvlized. As a1 It, the 
act h contrived air that limit 
it appeal except prrnaps to ulir; 
chi-chi audience: Iler freshne 
and exuberance have given ‘ io 
a studied posturing that makcs it 
more apparent that the = vocal 
quality leaves something to be 
desired And on some numbers, 
whether intentionally or no’. the 
staging tends toward a Lena Horne 
carboning, particularly on such 
items as her “Love” closing num- 
ber. Other offerings include “Hello 
Bluebird,’ “Poor Butterfly” and 


“Surrey with the Fringe on Top 
A “Clown” number was wisely 
dropped after the first show 

There's still time to get her back 
on the right track and work prob- 
ably will be done in this direction 
during the current stint by both 
Miss Gilbert and her stayger-father, | 
tunesmith Ray Gilbert. 

As always, Eddie Oliver’s crew 
does an impeccable job of show- 


backing and shares dance chores 
effectively with the Joe Castro 
Kap. 


500 Club. A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. ‘ 
Vic Damone, Joey Bishop, Betty 


Jack Curtis, Joe Frasetto and Pete 
Miller Orchs; $4 mn 


Should business the first two 
nights meon anvihing, Vie Da 


‘and swineing 


Bishop has second spot en 


them with bim thro 


in two well-received d 
11 


Siesesneerepes™. 


Barnum joined the shovy 
vacationing Jean 
tured slaiing spot 





* following day 


comp aint then |[ 


been improperly 


hand to accept 
Question of passing a picket line 
at Grossinger’s or the Concord is 
now a moot point, since the N. Y, 


issued a temporary injunction for- 


junion to picket those spots. 


eee 


cet ae A te 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF AUGUST 5 
Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
; whether full or split week 
Létter in parentheses indicates circuit. (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss? 


(Pp) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tiveti; (W) Warner 


| B Gray's Bendbox 











Hedley Ward 3 


Yan Yeu Jen Tp 
Roxy (I) 5 Par : Freddie Frinton 


NEW YORK city stan White & Ann 








a) 7 Champs Chan Canasta ;} Joan Mann 
Move Holt 6 Pepuy Wallace + Cone connie Willis 
ee ee sailet Lon Hall Palladium (M) 3 | Downey & Daye 
rps a ballet rrixie Abbott & Costello Ballet Belles 
Warren Duke Art {L Griswold Merry Macs SCUNTHORPE 
1 soa, at Pilot ye Mf ; ; Russell Savoy (1) 3 
nora: Wemyss Biades & B es uioN & Ladd Dickie Arnold 
Eric } on Balls c . W an Tp Mickie Warren 
Ro kett« CHICAGO Eldinos Des Dale 
| Kady , — , Chicago Pp 7 , Lizvet & Eddie Valerie W alsh 
’ Pau ‘ M I 4 Alan ¢ e Maurice Stoller 
Warren Joh Dest ! Tiller Girls Gush Thrushes 
Palace (R) 7 ney Forma Skvrockets O Gaye & Van 
Orton ] e buck MANCHESTER SHEFFIELD 
Ph ‘ MIAMI Palece ‘M) 3 Emoire M 
Canf i ’ Olympia (P) $ Dave Morris G H Elliott 
P. ee P ' at Dargie ack Tripp 
Hil & Lee Hal Winters Curibas Leslie Welch ; 
Sincla 1 Guy Marks Vill Carr Co Maniey & ustin 
Alan Carne Kim Yen Soo Co Dennis Bros & J Helga Barry 
All Ame Boys | andre & Delphine Bette I —— Robert yy 
Annettes dies Sereno JO 
fame ™ © ponenerpecltat NEWCASTLE | Arthur Scott 
Eila Fitzgerald Capitol (L) 6 Empire (M) 3. =| 12 Fisher Girls 
George Si g 5 | Eileen Barto sy Bonn SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Mr Ballantine Helene & Howard | padie Calvert | Empire (S) 3 
4 Evans Roy Roberts Cardew Robinson Robin Richmond 
B Sherwood Orc A Robins Jt K & P Lewington | Nicholls & Merrin 
Rav Alan } Jimmy Wheeler 
AUSTRALIA C Warren & J Mundy & Earle 
°? Lucillas | Nordics 
AUCKLAND Nellie Small Nicol & Kemble Pharos & Marina 
Her Maiesty’s (T) 3 Netta Dunsmore NORWICH Cc & C Ross 
Tommy Ti I Betty Sullock Hippodrome ‘i) 3 Tommy Cooper 
Botonds Toin Toby | Hal Blue WOLVERHAMPTON 
Halams & Konarski| Skating Boys Baby Zou-Zou Hippodrome (i) 3 
Prot Olgo | Skating Girls |} England & Parker Norman Evans 
Mary Priestman MELBOURNE | Johnnie Heyward Betty Jumel 
De Paulls Tivoli (T Fddie Rawlings iV & J Crastonian 
Harry Moreny | Fayes 3 | Tommy Swift | 2 Bills 
Toni Lamond 13 Daresco Vicky Ray Swan & Leigh 
Peter |Lowe & Ladd | Owen Fields | Jackie Tevor 
S ing ¢ ‘ Bert Duke 3 NOTTINGHAM Tiller Girls 
Dancine Kovs \Guy Nelson Empire M 3 woop GREEN 
Adorabte \ frank Cook Donald Peers Empire (5) 3 
CHRISTCHURCH | Renita Kramer jimmy James | Great Felixio 
Royal (Tv) 3 | Bouna Tanner Sis | Tom Jacobson 
Farrar & ¢ er |} Norman Vaughan | les Murphy | Ladd West 
Pat Grego |} Sonya Corbeau Rita | Denvers 
Jimae & Junior | Sigrita Martell } Alan Alan 
Verrvy Seanlo | Show Girls | Jimmy Clitheroe Hauptmans 
Cissy Trenholm tudes i} Georges & Linette Dave King 
Armand Perren Boy Dancers | Bretton Woods Reggie Dennis 
Marika Saal | Ballet | Hutton Conyers Mikowskis 
Barbara Howe SYONEY 110 Celebrities YORK 
Jiminy Bete Tivoli (T) 3 | PORTSMOUTH Empire (1) 3 
Wim De Jong { Gino Mattera | Royel (M) 3 Phyllis Dixey 
Chrib |} Glenda R ymond Max Wall Jack Tracy 
Enid Wilson |} Ronald Dowd Julie Andrews Varga Models 
Joe White e | Harold Williams 
Jacques Cartaux (John Fullard } 
BRITAIN ° 
seven. Manele tate | Cabaret Bills 
Hipoodrome (1) 3 } Nadia | 
| iPerrens ji & W Mack 
Baivis i iedda } H & ‘ Wi t — — 
Theo Lambe BRIXTON 
Mut rs & Denman Empress (I) 3 NEW YORK CITY 
June Carte Davy Kaye | 
BE avd & Te 1a | Hazel Wilson Bive Ange Franklin & Lane 
We Allen | Ken Dorvilles | Felicia Sanders Rowena Rollins 
Va latthews Cortez & Pam Orson Bean | ¢ harlivels 
BIRMINGHAM tockfeld Cela Cabot | De Castro Sis 
Hippodrome (M) 3 Derek Dixon rhree Ritts | Gloria Leroy 
I seals oe . Piccadilly Pin-ups Eadie & Kack ‘ejla Ates 
’ | CHELSEA rt Howard | Art Waner Ore 
( la n | Palace 1 3 Jjimm Lyons 3 1B Harlowe On 
Volan | Bartlett & Ross Bon Soir Le Ruban Bleu 
( ! é |} Arthur Haynes limmie Daniels Jane Dulo 
] el Holl 1 Roy Murray Oliver Wakefield Marshall izen 
. ingatee } age | Ghostley & Wood | + page pe 
1) \ 1) rs Moyna Cope | Norene Tate » ‘ i < 
Maureen Volant 1 Sheilagh Dey \Garland Wilson No. 1 Fifth Ave 
BLACKPOOL | J Regan Girls | Bob Downey 


| Mae Barnes 


DERBY Harold Fonville 
Opera House (yy . Hippodrome (S) 3 Copacabana Hazel Webster 
c% Onn pt MONS de la Bay Leste: | Al Bernie Old Roumantan 
Ha ty Bee ibe Eric Lioyd Retty Reilly Sadie Banks 

arry Seco! YJ , 


Clark Bros 





“ . ; Joe LaPorte Or 
Eve Bo il — — Lee Kane D’Aquila Ore 
Hlarecy Baites > , Priors p 
Sec ark Sheraton 
Kathryn Moore te ool cag, A M Durso Ore Milt Herth _ 
Trio Hugony , | Roy Walte Frank Marti Ore | Joan Bishop 
The Coron Singers | Max Cas nv Chateau Madrid | Rosa Linda 
Ann Tyrrel . > Facundo Rivero | Riviera 
Corps de Wyllet | Fa a F Alonso Ore | Joel Grey 
20 John Sines Clete lctan White & Ann |! Castellanos Ore | Harry Belafonte 
ea eg ee, | igor Grionefl | Embers | ett ee 
Sadie Reindeer Austin Sis | Barbara Carroll | arc Platt 
H ery Benet George Meaton | Tyree Glenn Walter Nye Ore 
poy oi Bg ew 2 Skvlons Joe Jones | Pupi Campo Ore 
eerran Sean Metropolitan (1) 3 | Hotel Ambassador | Doug Rogers 
yg Sol Laurie L Lane | Jules Lande Ore Arden Line 
Tommy Dale George Truzzi Hotel Astor ‘Mee Men ae 
Allen Bros & J Mark Pasquin |} Sammy Kaye Ore fan cain’ Winae You 
Billington Moran & FElof | Hotel Biltmore sy y DeW ave 
Tower Circus (1) 3| Ross & Ramaya | Cavaliers : ico Lit “9 
Ei teivell & foun De Vere Lovlies | Motel New Yorker | Ar Norman’ 
8 Flying Croneras ; Palace (1) 3 B Cummins Ore lt my he 
Fischers Elephants | Karen. Greer D & T Lemac Dorothy ‘Kall 
5 Iansels Dick Emery Karen | morn yp seelee 
John Duke es | Deadenders |} ae , rd 
Ne > 4 , ‘ are 
5 Talos a a Radic Hotel Pierre Barbara Stewart 
Balladinis la Catia Bernice Byers Caro) Ohmart 
2 Canters | Pop White & S | Rascha Rodell | Salvatore Gioe Ore 
i ~ one rene Charles Drake | Stanley Melba Ore | Panchito Ore 
ortugese orse : ¢ : ; » | 
Welsh & Shetland | FINSBURY PARK oe eee l seme ee 
| . Jackie Jay 
Kossmayet t } Bilh fenton Ba . M Bergere Ore | Carolyn Wood 
eee 7? ey Trois Poupee | N Matthey Ore | Glen Moore Ore 
Kossmuavers Mule Piet ' | Motel Roosevelt |; Bobbie Martin 
Klats Lions | Billy —_— Lenny Herman Ore | Zeb Carver 
Parzana lp Philippe & M | Motel St. Regis Myles Bell 
Little Jimmy } lackie Tr v4 ; | Milt Shaw orc } Piute Pete 
2 Angelos’ , ip & P Page | Horace Diaz Ore Hal Graham Ore 
3 mans Eee t cwaen Sean | ;' Hotel Statler | Waldorf-Astoria 
8 Olympiads PR gay Hy weg fo Taft bg Espana 
ew Seen (1) 3 Guy Mitchell , | Vincent Lopez “Ore | Emil Coleman Ore 
Ken Platt lies Valettos | catin Quarter Mischa Borr Ore 
Morecambe & Wise a Sanders | 
The Morlidor Trie vleans 
The . ttak 19> Alfredos | CHICAGO 
we i Fred ove 
Rob N . ray | R a Ah well | Bive Angel i Dick Salter 
parry ; vorth | - LEEDS i Irvin Burgess Bill Jordan 
Jean Bayless | fe Havdee Malagon N & J Waldo 
Maleolm Goddard _ Empire iM 3 Naomi Curl 3udd Ri : 
C Goodfellow \ Tessie O'Shea : Bill ¥ ng Olle cl a 
Annet Belles hnny Lockwood adi a vi rae 
d BOSCOMBE Johnny Matson M . Bg! see pe & Darlene 
Hippodrome (1). 3 Olga \ rons Bob We Dyck Trio FM = Dears (7 
Rlly OW ket St Denid Bros & B Black Orchid , ances SEC 
atimi Law Mona MeCall Ru iy “p . Edgewater Beach 
Povnton Grange Bros Sekule le F Martin Ore 
1 fon - Anders & J ao ‘\ s 1 gions! Jayne Manners Muri ra panes 
P brook " e re ovlies : iartin len 
wast Davie, | LEICESTER Ken Sweet Trio D Hild Dancers (10 
scaly ptt Palace (S) 3 Chez Paree . 
4g to Vanrcuver- a P Hayes & M Healy | Palmer House 
Eric V Marsh Tessa Sinalpaye : ed by — iguez + oreo Gobeil 
: Ewerd Getens Seritinie johnny Martin Vigso Jahn 
 BRIGHTO Billy Shakespeare Chez Adorables (8) Wyma 
Hippodrome (M) 3 | frtimal lis ; } Brian Farnon Or« Three's Company 
Frankie Howerd Ossie Nobk | Conrad Hilton Hot’) Martha A_ Bentley 
= Sille LINCOLN Eileen Carroll Hamilton & Thomas 
Myrons | Royal i!) 3 | Margie Lee Christopher & King 
Darts ‘ont? i Davies & Lee ick Price ouise MeMullen 
Paula Coutts Sid Krof Dorothy ull 
Lee Young Shires & Hynes Kodell - ae ¢ Per bbom Fmt 
LD Rosaire & T | McDonald Sis Ml ol h & R eee Po 
EB ian An iro Douglas Svnard ia en n a Lobe ( ooper 
BRISTOL Margherita Stanley Peterson meary King Ore 


Empire (t) 
Dave Winton 
Tom C Bradley 
Hippodrome (S) 3} 


Eileen Rogan Girls 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M 


LOS ANGELES 


Buri Ives Ambassader tote | Bar of Musie 
Ree Dixon L & F Preston The Champions ‘2 2aul Gilbert 
Len Marten Jack Watson The Cheerleaders 5 Carole Richards 
Krista & Kristel ‘Ww ts & Jarrett Les Baaige | E Bradford Orc 


——— 


‘s 
| Billy Gray Chariey Foy 


| Moore & Lessy 


| Bittmore Hotel Mary Foy 

Dave Barry M Padula 
Anita Aros A Browne Ore 

| Trio Bassi Mocambo 


| Hal Derwin Ore 
} Ciro’s 
Connie Moore 
Marquis & Family Xavier Cugat Ore 
Dick Stabile Ore | Abbe Lane 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Clover Club | ; Podtoes hee 
Pat Morrisey Jimmy Marc 
Arne Barnett Miss Memphis 
Bob McFadden Frve O'clock Club 
Dolores Repay Martha Raye 
Ted Lawrie Lenny Maxwell 
Tony Lopez Ore Ted Wills 4 
. Charlie Barnet Orc 


Joanne Gilbert 
E Oliver Ore 


Statier Hotel 





; 
Is lima H e Line 
; © ifT ari ve aaa 
Leslie Lee Galety Civbd 

Kitty Crawf { pe 
| Wally Hank: |; Kaque 

= — eannie Christiary 

} Empress Hotel lLynn Starr 
} Hal Edwards Trio Len Dawson Ore 
|} Tommy Miles 'Chas Victor Ore 
| Son Seems |Flo Parker 
i Harem Club | Patty Lee 
| Jimmy Day | Sans Souci Hotel 
i} Bobby Barton Willie Shore 
| Princess Tara Anne Barnett 
iCamile Stevens | Sacaras Ore 


Lee Taylor 
Ginger Marsh 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Babe Baker Revue 
Sandra Brrton 
Kitty O'Kelly 
Pat Clayton 
|} Juan & Eleanor 
Perry Bruce 
|Acres O'Reilly 
Ralph Gilbert 
Don Charles Orc 
Nautilus Hotel 
Al Bernie 
Antone & Ina 
Sid Stanley Ore 
Joe Harnell 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Desert Inn 
Ted Lewis Co 


Ann Herman Dcrs 
Saxony Hotei 
| Raye & Naldi 
| Rosette Shaw 
| Val Olman Ore 
Bernie Mayerson 
Ore 





De La Cruz 
Tano & Dee 

Vagabonds Club 
Vagabonds (4) 
Maria Neglia 
Condos & Brandow 
| Elissa Jayne 





Eleanor Guipo 
Royal Tahitians 
Paul Goupil 


} Joe Venuti 
Bert Henry 


Jack Durant | Jim Alexander 
Skeets Minton Tommy Conine 
Arden Dncrs Sahara 

El Cortez Gena Nelson 
Charley Chaney | Marguerite Piazza 


| Cavaliers 
Sa-Harem Dncrs 
| Cee Davidson Ore 


ferri Andre 
Denny & Cameron 
E Skrivanek Orc 


Ei Rancho Vegas | Harvey Stone 
Harry James Orc Sands 
Sonny Howard Red Buttons Co 
Buddy Rich Charles Nelson 
El Rancho Girls | Copa Girls 

Gail Robbins Ray Sinatra Ore 
Tommy Gumina Silver Slipper 


| Kalantan 

| Genevieve Aumont 
| Hank Henry 
Alan King Sparky Kaye 

Hal Borne Jimmy Cavanaugh 
Frank Howard 4ill Willard 
Flamingo Starlets | M Gates Palominos 
Torris Brand Ore | George Redman Orc 


J Conrad Dners 
Flamingo 
Tony Martin 





Last Frontier (13) | Thunderbird 
Joan Blondell |} Dorothy Collins 
Romo Vincent F Rey & P Gomez 


Kirby Stone 53 

Dick Lerner 

J Deviyn Dncrs Carsony 

S Ennis Onc Barney 
Goiden Nugget K Duffy 

Ada Leonard Orc ' Al 


Redheads 
Raymond Scott 


Bros 
Rawlings 

Dansations 
Jahns Ore 


HAVANA 
Sans Souci Doris & Robert 
Olga Ch iano Margarita Robles 


Montmarte 
Rita Montane 
Bola de Nieve 
| Elpidio & Margot 
| Barrancos 


4 Alonso Ballet 


Julieta & Samson 
Emilita Dago 
Tropicana 
Dick & Biondcs 
Emilio Ramu 








| Posh Office Bldg. 











ts Continued from page 2 


the street, when that thoroughfare 
was a smart place to visit. 

Victims to 
Rockfeller Center will be several 
buildings along the Avenue of the 
Americas; 11 on 52d Street and a 
similar number on 51 St. The 
properties were taken on a long- 
term lease by Beck from the Wil- 
liam Waldorf Astor Estate.  As- 
sembling of this 57,000 square foot 
plot was started by Beck in 1944, 
when he acquired his first build- 
ing in the group. 

Indications of how the area hous- 
ing the night clubs has deteriorated 
is seen by the fact that assessed 
valuation of the acquired property 
is $3,483,000. The land alone is 
assessed by the city at $3,186,000. 

Locale Sliding 


been sliding as an entertainment 
centre. Street came into being as 
}a gathering point during Pro- 
| hibition era, when the brownstones 





L Carter & Carti’rs | 


ito stage the 











| 
| 


| Evening News, 


, to rave notices from Scottish crix 


the appendage to| 





| 


} 


For a long time, 52d Street has | neth Derby, Bob(IATSE)Hall, Bob- 


| 


| were speakeasies. With repeal, the | 


speaks became legitimate, with 
spots such as Leon & Eddie's, 
which last week closed its doors, | 


maybe temporarily, after a 25-year 


run, and Club 18, which introduced | 


the raucous double-emcee type of 
insulting humor. Latter club at 


various times had Jack White, Pat | 


Harrington, Frankie Hyers, Jackie 
Gleason, Roy Sedley and a host of 
others 
There also the old Famous 
| Door, which introduced bands such 
as Charlie Barnet. Louis Prima 
|} and others. There were others that 
| played firstrate musical combina- 
tions and incubated singers. Farley 
& Riley and Stuff Smith at the 
Onvx were also in the tradition. 
| Later, the street became a block- 
| long stripper exhibit. It got so that 
|respectable elements wouldn't 
{come in from Sixth Avenue. Those 


was 


| coming in from Fifth Ave. general- | 


|ly aimed for Jack & Charlie's 21. 
| As a result, the respectable spots 
died off 


; anac 


} Leon & Eddie's held on for ai 


Wednesday, August 5, 1953 


long time, but it was found that 
many, who originally started out 
for that cafe, would be steered 
into another spot. Too many were 
rooked and vowed never to come 
back to that street. So the last 
vestige of night club respectability. 
Leon & Eddie’s, closed Thursday 
(30), (See separate story). 


Dick Barstow to Stage 





Ringling, B&B Circus 


Richard Barstow has been signed 
Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey circus. In three 
previous seasons, Barstow was as- 
sistant director. 

His sister Edith 
choreography. 
son at this task. 


will do the 





ithe 














British Vs.M&L 
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i Continued from page 2 











Martin, is a checker of quality. He 
goes to*the theatre to report for his 
readers what a show is all about 
and whether it lives up to its pre- 
tensions. . . . His duty is to his 


| readers. So dry your tears, gentle- | 


men.... Come back and try again.” 


} 





Scots Scold, Sympathize 
Glasgow, Aug. 4. | 

Martin & Lewis’ reported) 
squawk about the “warped minds” 
of London theatre critics brought | 
a followup from Ramsden Greig, | 
show biz scribe of the Beaverbrook | 
paper, the Glasgow Evening Citi- 
zen, 
After quoting the M&L beef re, 
London crix attending their cock- | 
tail confab and.then turning en 
them, Greig wrote: ‘Before the 


comedy couple start on Scottish 
columnists, am sending them a 


dollar bill for a drink they gave 
me in their dressing room at the! 
Empire, where they appeared be- 


fore their unhappy Palladium) 
stint.” | 
The Kemsley journal, Glasgow 


also commented on 
the M&L beef, saying editorially: 
“Entertainers who become over- 
sensitive to criticism should try 
their luck at some other job... 
They (M&L) apparently do not ap- 
preciate that British newspaper 
criticism is written for the infor- 
mation of possible patrons of the 
entertainment under review, who 
intend to pay for it; and that read- } 
ers expect honest statements of | 
what the writer thinks about it. | 

| 

' 

{ 

| 


Any other kind of criticism would 
be farcical.” 
Martin & Lewis received good 


on their European debut at the | 
Glasgow Empire June 15. Comics, | 


| in fact, described the reaction of 


Glasgow audiences as best they 
had ever experienced, 

On day their squawks re Eng-| 
049. The Government is owned $4,- | 
an M&L waxing was incorporated 
in a Scot radio deejay program, | 
in which Dean Martin said: “We 
like it so much here (Scotland), 
we'll come back any time.” 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Aug. 4. 
Although strictly bed patients a 
year or so ago those who are defi- 
nitely on the okay side are Henry 
(WB)Evans, Jack (RKO) Wasserman, 
Charles (Par)Hillyer, Louie(& Pops) | 
Williams, Forrest(Slim)Glenn, Ken- 





bie Elmer Trimble and Ray(Loew) | 
McCarthy, 

Mae Sullivan, who planed in| 
from Los Angeles for a_ bedside 
chat with her son, George Sullivan, 
Madison Square Garden staffer, 
Staying balance of summer in N. Y. 

Patricia Pritchard, cashier of the 
Beacon Theatre, N. Y., in and out 
of the general hospital; she came 
out a winner from a major opera- | 
tion and is resting at the Will | 
Rogers hospital. 

Johnny Long band skedded here 
for one-nighter at the Hotel Sar- 
under auspices ot Saranac | 
Lake Golf Club. 

_Pearl Grossman of the Loew's, 
N. Y., took 18 months to definitely 
beat the setback, she is skedded 
to leave Sept. 1. 
_Philip Klein registered in from | 
N. Y., and now taking the obser- 
vation routine; found to be just a 
little run down. 

The Al (IATSE) Rosdal party, | 
week-ending in the downtown col- 
ony, took time out to inspect the | 
lodge and visit bedside of Bob 
Hall, Apollo Theatre backstager. 

Thurman (RKO) Sims, Proctor 
Theatre, Yonkers, N, Y., rated his | 
first visit for pictures after a long | 
stretch abed as result of surgery. 

Write to those who are ill. 





It's her third sea-| 


| Cloud, have 
| rhythmic 





i 


Unit Reviews 








Gene Autry Show 
London, July 28 
Claude Langdon & Harold Fi 
ing (by arrangement with Mit 
J. Hamilburg & Norton J. Wa 
| presentation. Stars Gene Au 
with Champion & Little Champ 
Pat Buttram, Carl Cotner, G 
Davis, Jack & Bobbie Knapp, ( 
County Boys (3), Rufe Davis, 
bara Bardo, McQuaig Twins, ¢ 
Tony White Cloud & Jemez I 
Dancers (4), Casavecchia Tr 
4). At Empress Hall, L 
July 27, ’53; $1.30 top. 


Measured by conventional sta 
ards, the “Gene Autry Show 
disappointment. Although stage 


iin a vast arena, the action Is ¢ 


fined to a small stage, which ot 
fers no scope for movement o: 
the expected display of horsema 
ship. By its content, it’s obvio 
that its appeal is aimed primar 
at the kid trade and, as the pr« 
entation coincides with the be. 
ginning of school vacations, there 
is every prospect of the show do- 
ing good biz at this 8,000-seate: 
during its limited four-week s 
son. 

The western star emcees the ¢ 
tire show and also acts as na 
rator when necessary, besides tak- 
ing the two main spots in the bill. 
In his first sesh he does a stand- 
ard vocal stint with a range of pop 
hillbillies and a couple of audi- 
ence numbers in which the mop- 
pets participate. But it isn’t until 


‘the end of the two-and-a-half hou 
production that 


the horses are 
brought on stage. 

For the rest, the production is 
dressed with a collection of average 


specialty acts, the best of which 


iis the Casavecchia Troupe in a 


lively slapstick routine in the Key- 
stone tradition. The Jemez Indian 
Dancers, led by Chief Tony White 
only a hint of the 
qualities normally as- 
sociated with native troupes. Jack 
& Bebbie Knapp have a lively rope 
act. with comedy bits shrew 

pitched for juve appeal. The 
McQuaig Twins show up as a }ol 
sterous vocal duo with a harmony 
style perfected with mechanical 
precision. Rufe Davis does a smart 


job with his sound impressio! 
and the Cass County Boys are 
pleasant enough Texan sing 
trio. Gail Davis, Barbara Ba 
and Pat Buttram complete 
cast. Mi 


Aqua Follies of 19535 








Seattle, July 30 
Ann Curtis, Bruce Harlan, Hol 
Billingsley, Charlie Diehl, Vicki & 
Lyle Draves, Jack Roth, Merrill 
Hodges, Tommy Thompson, Aqua 
Quartet, Lida Da Valle, Burt Han- 
son, Tato & Julia, Rex Ramer & 
Eilene Marsh, Four Step Bros., 
George Prentice, Tom Martin, Aqua 
Darlings (24), Aqua Dears (24), 
Ben Barnett, musical director. 
Produced and directed by Al Shee- 
han. Aqua Theatre, Seattle; $2- 
$3.50. 





Fourth annual presentation of 
Al Sheehan's “Aqua Follies” here 
is another sock show, handsomely 
costumed, with Rex Ramer & Ei- 
lene Marsh and Four Step Bros. 
new this year on the stage, scoring 
strongly. 

Divers, led by Vicki and Lyle 


| Draves, Bruce Harlan and Charlie 


Diehl, display top form that has 
made them champions, and Ann 
Curtis’ graceful, seemingly effort- 
less swimming exhibition is tops. 
Aqua Dears in the pool exhibit top 
precision in synchronized water 
ballets and Aqua Darlings on stage 
appear to advantage in stunning 
costumes in four production num- 
bers. 

Lida Da Valle and Burt Hanson 
handle solo vocal chores nicely, 
backed effectively at times by the 
Aqua Quartet. Tom Martin, 4% 
usual, does a standout job of em- 


/ceeing. Smash production number 


is “Aqua Shangri La,” with huge 
replica of the Taj Mahal in the 


pool. , 
Rex Ramer & Eilene Mars", 
spotted just after a session 0! 


skillful dives, get tremendous re- 
sponse for their routine. 
particularly with Ramer’s im!! 
tion of Spike Jones’ “Cocktails 1 
Two,” 

Four Step Bros. have tough spo! 
directly after conclusion of “Shat 
gri-La” production, but build to 
big hand with precision taps anc 
great challenge sessions. 

Finale, as in previous years. has 
Orwin Harvey and the Diving Ma- 
niacs in a solid display of comic 
dives, followed by entire cast 0” 
stage for howoff to accompanimen' 
of fireworks. 

Capacity 


scori! 


house on opening 


night, with big advance sale indi- 
cate another big year for the water 
show here, R 


ced. 
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House Reviews 


Palaee, N. Y.- 
dan & Parvis, Ching, Pauline 


vi rn & Escorts (3), Fred Lowery 
«Catharine Toomay, Charles 
“6 ’ Timblin (3), Satisfiers 





\ilton Douglas 42), Ciro Rt-| 


} 
| act. Tee off with a fast version of 
| “Lover,” then segue into a sweet 


| tune called “Jet.” Medley of “Peg 
O’My Heart” and “Avalon” adds 
|proper touch of sentiment. but 


team really break applause meter 


ls & Co. (4), Jo Lombardi with “Don't Take Your Love From 
“Orch: “Gun Belt” reviewed Me and “Television Opera,” a mu- 
 vapieTy July 8, °53. sical lampoon of the medium 
gcletlele Local baritone Gene Arche 
Palace has settled into a, who daily adorns town’s radio 
table summer gait. The cur- | Waves and is a regular at official 
ts plav is easy to watch, pace | capital functions, handles his music 
' adequate with the presence , With warmth and feeling. There’ 
et aw vets on this bill provid-| nothing fla or exciting about 
major strength. the Arche: tvle. but it’s re hie 
et such as Milton Douglas, and il lit and n ke: good lis 
naterial would be a dubious - eon cag > eg include | such 
tion where the more sophis- | ° - ae A pos ig Ske Without 
gather, hits an excellent . <g~- and “Best Things in Life 
‘ Assisted by an unbilled = ga é _in « like “I age 5 roe 
fe; Douglas punches out a/ pening Vou. ee gee 
of familiar lines in a manner | Oni Heart” am y One and 
= yleasing to the stubholders. a 
| < lid hoke which he sells in Maurice Colleano, of the British 
1 neertain manner. music halls, makes a strong opener 
” oa: : with his cast of two other men 
o providing a major splash unk @ Gal texvner. Latter are ati 
js Ciro Rimac & Co., comprising | wingow § dre sing te A edie a 
( ie Boy and Reinita and Ru- Gules sany acre and tersine. Wis 
bit Rimac, a vet at Latin enter- baieas dance with male wartaci 
tainment, is a vigorous worker. He's | ;. senuinely tile tickiine ond .is 
( e most of the running time, ie meet ot senting Custemnet 
i h he ng aged — we hulid from indifference te entha 
( nay 0 11S SO who Ca sjas ey 
‘ n a good session of terping, — : 
f lookers. This flash ‘ 
act er ° top ger Seville. Montreal 
Comedy touches are supplied by | aise tial Montreal July 3] : 
Pauline Thorn and Escorts. Femme | ),: erry Colonna, Phil Lawrence & 
issisted by two boys have a well- Mitzi, Helen Vernon Trio, Linda 
1 otted drunk turn. They show Shannon, Victor Charl s, Len 
ne okav dance designs and a Howard Orch WB he Vo Roo For 
few good tricks that makes them the Groo (U). 


good vaude fodder. 


Fred Lowery, the blind whistler 
now teamed with Catharine Too- 
mav. now has a touch of comedy 
in the act 
“Habanera” 
ery trills a 
LOC ad results. 
he Satisfiers are a well-drilled 
vocal group comprising a girl and 
three boys. Contributions are well- 
arranged and projecied for fine 
mittings. They do a well organized 
medley of pops and hit their apex 


41 
Wittlh a 


Jordan & Parvis open the pro- 
ceedings with a dance turn that 
doesn't show too much. They have 
a leisurely gait and a placid set 
of steps. They come to life for a 
brief instant with the femme’s fast 
spins. Otherwise there isn’t much 
0 applaud over. 

Charles “Slim” Timblin, a vet of 
vears, does hit risibilities 
here, but it’s a turn that’s been 
outdated for many years Their 
concept of humor has long been 
in discard, There’s much too much 
“Uncle Tomism” in their turn. Yet 
ae repeat and repeat at this 
imouse 


and Low- 
pieces for 


effectively 
couple of 


bow 


Under New Acts is 
magico. Jo 
with his 


Ching, an 

Lombardi 
usual expert- 
Jose. 


Criental 
showbacks 


ness, 





Capitol, Wash. 


Washington, July 30. 
LaRue & Connie Melody, 
ee Suns, Maurice Colleano 
4 Gene Archer: “Main Street 
10 Broadway” (M-G). 


rhis is an cffbeat lineup with a 


Jacl 


Fenerally spotty effect. desnite 
some standout stints. At show 
caucht 


nt, customers assumed a take- 


: ‘ leave it stance. except for 
‘iree Suns, a perennial fave here. 

screen and TV badman Jack 
I. Rue. who shares headline billing 
“ith the Suns, had a hodge-podge 
kind of _routine that generally 
I es things dangling in mid-air, 
end Jeaves stubholders cold. La- 
: *, who has appeared in an end- 
sess number of films, still lacks 


Star stature to presell himself. | 


_ bolsters act with warbling of 
/S sister, who uses stage name of 
Cor nie Melody, and generally re- 
M tO an embarrassing self-de- 
eclation to win galleries’ sympa- 
_ ister, a youngster with promis- 
hig 7 Pipes, does oke with two 

Ss. Gets chuckles with a duet 
Fae In Which brether Jack chimes 


Sporadic “hallelujah” to sis- 
I'm Gonna Live Till I Die.’ 


ONS Warm up for actor’s finale. 

: elodramatic “last mile” recita- 

Latter impressed as out of | 

© in type heuse. However, it 

Facnered top response of act and 
i Hollywoodite fine sendoff. 

ree Suns give a sock finish to 

« -©SO show. Combo of electric 

a accordion and Hammond 

oy With occasional forays to 

Plano, is a slick one. with hep 

e engements and harmonizing | 

ering effect. Troupe goes in 

nove lty in selections. as well as 

% “necments, and galleries are 

constantly keyed up. Touches 


umOr ere well blended into 


‘ne, and seem natural part of; 


Miss Toomay hokes up | 


to the summer season. | 


) vender. 


Jerry Colonna, with his rasping 
voice and wild, uninhibited 
sessions, draws solid biz in his first 


song 


Montreal theatre date Pop-eved 
comic acts as emcee for current 
layout and his intros throughout 
give him a chance to build to a 
1ousing closer as he reprises his 
iold Decca platters, such as “Caro- 


| line’ and ‘‘Road to Mandalay He 
includes a brace of trombone 
numbers and lards with patter that 
sounded funnier when he did the 


Pap 


lines with Bob Hope during his 
radio hey-day Colonna has a 
tendency to carry the casual a bit 
too far during his bit and. subse- 
quent holes slow up what should 
be a rapid-fire delivery Colonna 


judging from reception on show 
caught, would solidify impact with 
songs such as the Italian sequence 
et al, that he uses for a closer 

Phil Lawrence & Mitzi 
to be one of the freshest 


continue 
and most 


interesting hoofing teams around 
the circuit While Lawrence e:1 
|ries most of the complicated terp 


sessions, Mitzi makes an ideal foil 
for the challenge arrangements and 


sparks entire presentation with 
trim figure and personality The 
Helene Vernon Trio do their best 
on the shallow Seville stage to 
p’ease the patrons with their 
adagio acrobatics, but limitations 


result in repetition and some rath- 
‘er awkward tossing on the part of 
| the two males 

| Victor Charles with his mariop- 
ettes and Linda Shannon. both 
New Acts, score heavily in their 
respective spots and Len Howard's 
orch in the pit plays a fine show 
Newt. 


O!lwinpicse. Miami 
Miami. Aug. 3 
Rau Eberle. The Madcaps >). 
Row Douglas, The Fortaines, Beri 
& Hallow, Les Rhode House Orch; 
“Affairs of Dobie Gillis (M-G) 


for this house have 
bulanced 


3Zookers 
come up with one of best 
| variety layouts in recent weeks 
| with lineup catching aud enthusi- 
j}asm from teeoff through wind act 
Ray Eberle is an annual returnee 


here as are most of acts on bill 
and comes up with smoothly han- 
died purveving of the platter 
clicks he’s been associated with, 
plussed by new entries such as 
“Ruby” and effective version of 


himself 
ap- 
plaudits 


Handles 
with ensy 
plus 


“Black Magic.” 
in assured fashion 
proach adding to 
from the stubholders 

Teeoff snot is a zing affair with 
Berk & Hallow hitting fast via their 


heel and toe ideas Tapwork is 
carefully contrived to keep the 
mitts mounting into return tor 
bows. Lad impresses as one of 
the better hoofers working the 


vaude beat 

Rov Douglas is an expert ventro 
€ Technique creates top re- 
ception for his tossed-voices Geb 
is fresh and on the Jaugh side to 
add to values 

The Madcaps work out clean- 
cut patterns on their harmonices 
and spice matters with some sercw- 
hall comedv to set a sustained pore 
that earns them heavy returns. ““t 


is a cut above average for ths 
type with the humorous ar’ 
m?kine for novel touch 

Closers are the Fontaines who 


| 


offer up novel twist on balancing 
stints with femme member of the 
act taking the mitt honors via he1 
muscle-work. Earned themselves 
sGlid portion of gasps and resultant 
palm payoff. 

Les Rhode orch backed proceed- 
ings in slick manner. Lary 


Talent Agencies In 
Vidpix, Realty, Lesit; 
Is Talent a Sideline? 


It's posS$ible that talent peddlin 
will soon be only a sideline 
talent From current d 
velopments talent sales are bec 
ing only a part of agency revenue 
In some accent is 
tele packaging, film syndicati 
and with it's legit 
tion realty and concert attractior 


As far 


agencies 


cases the 


others produc 
as the money-making po 
tential talent selling and ad 
veloping is becoming a sideline 

it's only one facet of the business 
to feed other segments of the 
ageney, or it’s a means of making 


goes 


contact for more lucrative ite 
on the agency shelves 

For example, at Music Corp. ot 
America film television legit 
financing, and even vast realt 
holdings, are more important to 
that firm’s toppers than their tal 


activities. Of course, talent 
when relegated to a second 
ary position, is fairly Important 
since it provides an entry 
other fields such as television and 
film packaging. MCA, for example 
owns its own building in New 
York, Cleveland and elsewhere. It 
also has a healthy slice of Winte 
land, a San Francisco arena, 

This agency has gone in 
heavily for financing legit produc 
tion, It’s in on many productions 
through Leland Hayward, one of 
the MCA veepees. It had a healthy 
slice of “State of the Union,” “Mi 
Roberts” and arranged for financ- 
ing of others 

The Gale Agency has found that 
it's more profitable to produce its 
“Biggest Shows” than to 
Stick with talent peddling. That 
form of earning coin is a heavy 
gamble, but so tar the Gale office 
has done fairly well by itself. “Big 
gest Shows” have utilized some ot 
the top names in the business, in 


ent 
even 


into 


4] 
aiso 


series 


cluding Frankie Laine, Duke E] 
lington, Cab Calloway, Nat Cole 
«and others. Current issue on the 
road is topped by Joe Louis and 
it's doing fairly well. 


Other firms, such as the William 
Morris Agency and General Artists 
Corp., still derive the bulk of thei 


coin trom talent sales. But with 
the rise of film tele, this position 
may be reversed at any time. 





| Hwood Off Canvas 


os Continued from 
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prove still further before the end 
of the year 
Record Low 
Despite the surge, however, 1953 
filin 


pessimistic 


still set a record low for 
production Original 


predictions that the total would be 


will 


somewhere under 250 pictures are 
now being revised upward, but it’s 
doubtful that more than 275-300 
will be finished by the year's end 
The previous low was 404 in 1947 

As of Aug. 1, Hollywood major: 
and independents had started and 
completed 152 pictures since Jan 


1, 12 less than the total for the 
same period last year. This tally 


does not include pictures which had 
begun production work during the 
1952 calendar year; addition of 
such films in a recent compilation 
by the Production Code Adminis- 
tration gave the impression that 
production actually was ahead of 
iast year’s rate. 

In the recent upsurge, inde- 
pendents have taken the lead, ap- 
parently on the theory that the 
major studios’ concentration on 
product in the new technical 
processes would create a shortage 


late in @ year of “flat” pix for 
theatres which have not yet con- 
verted to new equipment. As ol! 


Aug. 1, independent producers had 
started and completed 43 pictures; 
tally for the same period last yea! 
was 29 films. 

Present production pace ap- 
parently will be maintained throu ¢ 
the summer and fall, with anoihe: 
29 films siatcd to go before Sept. | 
and script aciiv.ty indicating ap- 
proximaie y 80 filr>s to go b: ore 
the final tout 
months of the yvar. 


ihe cam s in 


New Acts 


MARGUERITE PIAZZA 


Sones 
20 Mins. 
Sahara, Las Vegas 
C ms of Marguerite Piazza, 
other than possession of a clear 
soprano legit voice, include lovely 
al features, nice frame = and 
natural ease Having such plus 
. to hold visually, she height- 
t nterest by trilling an alto- 
fving repertoire for 
( on audience such as col 
S spacious room 
hu ing the ever-pres 
he tands back to «de 
l eedom and novement 
t k Viattinata for excellent 
holes Dropping from up 
tel nto almost contralto 
‘ projects Where 1 
1] \ to return torte fo 
Kiss.” Hei Un Bel de 
\ remo bell tones are markedly 
perior to those usually heard in 
1] Madam Buttertly aria Us 
ing a hand mike for intime ettect 
nd seated upon a chair, she croons 
Intime “Lullaby dedicated to het 
?-vear-old child. From this hushed 
eltiect creates a= fervent ‘| Be 
leve to exit wth liltins “La 
Paloma as ovations surround het 
| ) 
4 s act for cafes hotel oO! 
tere \TLISSs Piazza emerges 
hi urety in her debut The 
only evident minus quality Is ten 


deney to spread on the schmaltz 
during all spoken introduction: 
When she assumes a more natural 


and less sticky approach to setups 
hilitv to reach all types of adi 

tors will be increased Will 

MARY MARTHA BRINEY & BOB 
CARTER 


Sones 
35 Mins. 

tuby Foo'’s, Montreal 

Boniface Henry Manilla”) brings 
hack song team Mary Martha 
Briney & Bob Carter for a second 


showing within six months and the 


quick return is) paying off with 
capacity biz every night in this 
swank eatery 

Dua are similar to many of the 


songsters now 
but wisely stay 


husband-and-wife 
rpoing the rounds 
away from anything too special 
resorting in the main to the trust 
ed faves of past musicamedies 
Femme half of act is attractive 
blonde contrasting nicely with het 
dark-haired partner. Grooming is 
okay without anything fancy 
and voices, although average, blend 
vell to satisfaction of payees. That 
they are more at home with “My 
Hero” than “Wunderbar” is) evi 
denced from leadoff when they tr 
a group of fairly current selection 
just-fair reception. Howeve) 
during encore session they pick up 
plenty of palming with both sinvle 
nd double interps of the routine 
semi-classics Newt 


too 


1o a 


GPORGIE FAITH 
Sones 
°S5 Mins. 
Mt Royal Hotel, 
Georgie Faith, working his first 
date in a cafe such as the Shera 
ton-Mount Royal's plush Norman 
die Room, has al] the attributes of 
a singing cowpoke. He is sli¢ht 
and small, wears a string tie and 
uses a euitar to back his sony fest 
but differs vocally in that he sings 
in what might be called the ace 
cepted modern style rather than 
showering the patrons with a dose 


Montreal 


of nasal twangs 
Faith opens with a breezy “On 
the Bayou” which shows promise 


but a little self-conscious and then 


slips back to the cafe side with 
such items as “Are You Tired of 
Me" and “Cheatin’ Heart Een 


garements in several of the small 
around town and a reg- 


ular radio show in the past winter 


er hoite« 


has given Faith a certain amount 
of showmanship but he needs «a 
firm vuiding hand to click in the 
bigger cafes. He is much better 
vhen reprising a number in hi 
own Straightforward style rather 


than doing near-impresh numbers 
end a more varied songalog would 


boost overall impact considerably 
Newt 
CHING 
Marie 
& Mins. 
Palece, N.Y. 
fy 


he singularly named Ching. an 
Oriental magico, has a fine blend 
of manipulations. He opens with 
a few prestidigitations such as pro 
ducing a bird and some scarf ma 
nipulations, but his major strenetn 


lies in his ability to manipulete 
cards 

Ching is an adept worker. He 
gets some excellent formation: 
and does a few variations of the 
standard tricks. As yet this youne- 
cter at times displays an unfamil- 


lority with stage techniaues, but 
he’s so skilled at digital dexterits 
thet he hides that failing exreed- 

oly well He's okay for most 
j Visual] Situations, Jose. 


| LINDA SHANNON 
Songs 
20 Mins. 
Seville. Montreal 

Blonde Linda Shannon, pl. 
her first Montreal stint) at 
Seville Theatre, is a well-endowed 


ving 
the 


chirper with fine possibilti to 
cut a solid slot for herself via the 
disk and p.a. route. Gal is of me 


dium height, groomed neatly with 
a set of pipes that has a surpri ! 


range from an almost husky 
per to a row ly shout stvle 
Songalog 1 in need of botte 
pacing and she seems al ease th 
a ballad or a novelty ()n | 
caught Miss Shannon teed off 
with “Paradise” which gave er 
plenty of chance to exhibit all fies 
vocal gimmicks and figure 
Re the latte core she ha tena 
encyv to go overboard on the ean 
ing stuff resorting to a neal irley 
routine when caught up ins the 
blues. A switch to “Love the Guy 
shows her to better advantave and 
socko clincher of “I Get A Kick 
Out of You” drew salvo: \ f 
VICTOR CHARLES 
Marionettes 
18 Mins, 
Seville, Montreal 
Victor Charles with little or no 
personal projection what ove! 
one of the best puppet sessions to 
work Montreal for quite vlole 
\n almost continuous procession 


have been playing 
circuit for the past few 


of manipulators 
the local 


months and their lack of orivinal 
itv has taken the edge off this type 
of entertainment However Vie 
tor Charles seems to be one of the 
exceptions and, despite his offhand 
manner, he has the payees with 
him from his first miniature dancer 
through a smash session with a 


character on a trapeze to his tiny 
ice skater used as a closer 

Charles works almost” entirely 
without the usual chatter and an 
astute sense of timing keeps top 
visual attention at all times 

He is a cinch for theatres and 
TV and offering could be adapted 
to any size cafe or hotel roan 


eu 


BILL WAREHAM 

Ralancer 

10 Mins, 

City Varieties, 
Novel 

formed 

o'd New 

one whole 


Leeds, Eng 
balancing feats are 
with skill by this 
Zealandet only 
leg, his rieht limb he 
Ing been amputated in lower sec 
tion as result of polio affliction 
Acrobat overcomes physical dis 
ability, even making his pep leg 
erve for balancing in certain 
tricks and using it for seatal 
Ing atmosphere in a pirate ripout 
Hand-balancing reache yood 
tandard and one-lerved handicap 
intrigues the stubholders Crord 


| Leon & Eddie’s 


Continued from 


pel 
29-veal 


who li 


troe 
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fini of 


tion was filed by law \Ilenin 


& Herzog. Polakoff, is owed $18.- 
049. The Government is owed $4- 
000 in taxes for July hich indi- 


cates a $20,000 
considerably 

Assets include $21,761 in open 
accounts; equipment is) listed at 
$12,500; boniface Eddie Davis owes 


monthly volume, 


sub-pat 


the corporation $6496, and Philip 
Davis, Eddie’s brother, owes $11 
000 

Leon & Eddie's recently marked 
its 25th anniversary with a yuest 


night for Red Button: It's 
ticipated that the spot will 
the fall, inasmuch as it's expected 
that any arrangement the court 
may make to pay off creditors will 
be taken out of the «pot’s earnings 


an- 
open in 


Davis has heen the sole owner 
of the spot for several years, hav- 
ing split with his erstwhile part- 
ner, Leon Enken, The duo started 


in speakeasy days in a spot across 
the street at No. 18, now an office 
building 


. 
ZJusiness had been bad for some 


months at the spot. Davis has been 
hankering to sell out for some 
time. but of course ouldn't be 
able to get any sort of price while 
business was dismal. He had been 


hoiding on in hopes of an improve 
ment, and then he'd retire to a 
home he bought 
Ft Lauderdale Fla 
Davis evidently felt that hed close 
temporarily while petition was he- 
ing argued and then return in the 
fall when there's a chance of mak 
ing a buck 

Summer 
longest continual 
nitery in the cor 
ably the longest run of any ¢ 
tainer. However, there's the chance 
of a resumption in September or 
; October. 


sometime avo in 


However, 


one of the 
any 
p { b- 
iler- 


closing end 
runs of 


ntrs and 








re RI 


ee ee 


56 LEGITIMATE 


VARTETY 


Wednesday, August 5, 1953 





‘Happy Time’ Fast $6,500, New Hope; 
Uta’s ‘Girl’ $6,690, Spa; Other Barns ‘:s="tisseswacr "ones! te 


New Hope, Pa., Aug. 4 
Theron  Bamberger’s suCcKS 
County Playhouse continues Us 
season's mopup. Strawhat last week 
rang up its second-highest gross ot 


the summer, a fine $6,500 with 
“The Happy Time,” starring Philip 
Bournsuf and his wife’ Frane 
Reid. ‘top vy $3.50 in the 4232-seat 
converted 

Of pecial interest, beside the 
appearance of the loca ident 
,ourneulss as costars, was the Ens 
lish-lanvua debut of Jacqueline 
Bertrand in the role of the maid 
play d in the Broadwa ort 


by Eva Gabor French-Canadian 


actress is the wile of photographie! 
Peter Basch 

Current bill at the Playhouse } 
“Glass Menagerie,” starring Rutt 
White, a local favorite after three 
seasons in character roles with the 
resident troupe 

Girl $6,690, Saratoga 
Saratoga, Aug. 4 

The season's first serious play 
at the Spa Theatre and Uta 
Hagen's initial appearance in the 
Capital District produced a sati 
factory vross of $6,690 for The 


578-seater at 
surpassed bs 


Country Girl” in the 
$3 top The total 
$1,460 the opening week with “An 
nie Get Your Gun,” but well be- 
hind the Viveca  Lindfors-Barr 
Sullivan $207 in “Bell, Book and 
Candle.” 

Miss Hagen scored in her Broad 
way role E. G. Marshall registered 
well as the husband, and Herbert 
Berghof handled the director con- 


Vincingly, albeit his accent made 
for incdistinetness in spot Trio 
is playing “Country Girl” at As 
bury Park, N. J., for Walte 


Reade, Jr., and John Huntington, 
this week 
‘Jane’ $5,500 Stockbridge 
Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 4 
fJerkshire Playhouse here, with 
Francesca bruning in the Behrman 


Maugham comedy “Jane,” had a 


$5,500 gross last week, Season's 
second best week 

Fay Bainter returned last nieht 
(Mon.) in the new comedy, “The 


Three-Toed Pony,” by Sidney Mi 


chaels, which is getting its preem 
here. Romuaey Brent is featured 
Miss Bainter, in her initial bow 
at this spot two weeks ayo in 
“The Velvet Glove,” set the sea- 
son's house record. 


‘Postman’ $8,300, Drury Lane 
Chicago, Aug. 4. 

Drury Lane hit its biggest week 
this season with Barbara Payton 
and Tom Neal in “Postman Always 
Rings Twice.” Hefty $8,300 was 
hauled in last week at the 880- 
Beater whieh sells twofers tor 
Monday performances. 

“Mr. Roberts,” with Buddy Ebsen 
and Carleton Carpenter, is fire “t 
the Salt Creek strawhatter, with 
$8,000 in the first week. Also cur- 
rent are “The Play's the Thing” at 
Highland Park Tenthouse’ with 
Marian Walters, “Curtain Rises” at 
the Chevy Chase, “Wozzek" at 
Playwrights, and “Allegro” at the 
Music Theatre. Mia Slavenska 
opie the latter company for “On 
‘four Toes” on Aug. 9. 


‘Widow’ $3,800, Gateway 
Atlantic City, Aug. 4 

“The Merry Widow,” with Bet- 
tejane Townsend in the title ro'e, 
did $3,800 at Gateway Musical 
Jayhouse at suburban Somers 
oint last week, about par for the 
ouse, despite the hot spell which 
it the area during the run. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
with Dossie Hollingsworth in the 
lead, opens at the Playhouse to- 
night (Tues.). 

“Kiss Me, Kate”: will wind up 
geason at Gateway instead of sec- 
nd week of “Show Boat,” producer 
onathan Dwight announced 


‘Charley’ OK In Philly 
Philadelphia, Aug. 4 

That old perennial, “Chariey's 
Aunt,” turned in a very good wee 
at the Playhouse in the Park after 
another slow start. Roddy McDo..- 
all was the guest star in this, the 
seventh play of the Playhouse’. 
second season. Comedy was given, 
fans music of course, with oric:- 
nal 1890 atmosphere and costumes 
Crix were unanimously favorable 

Advance sale for this week’s at- 
traction, George Kelly’s “The Show 
Off,” was very favorable, prior to 
jast night’s (Mon.) opening. Leon 
Janney is the star, with Jane Sey - 
our featured. 

Starting with next week's “Bel! 
Book and Candle,” Gerald Savory 
returns as company’s regular di- 
rector. 





Slick Hub Grosses 
Boston, Aug. 4 


The Lee Falk-Al Capp-operated , 





trawhats picked up tempo last 
week, with slick grosses reported 
at both barns. “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” at the 917-seat Boston Sum- 
mer Theatre, nabbed a neat $10.- 


500, while Marlon Brando's “Arms 


and the Man,” at the 1,400-seat 
Counts Plavhouse grabbed a 
rong $13,500 Both houses are 
caled at $3 top 

Current week shapes okay, with 
Billie Burke in Life With 
Mother” at the Boston Summer 
Theatre and Margaret O’Brien in 
Peg O' My Heart” at the out-of- 
town siluation 

‘Roberts’ $9,100, Andover 
Andover, N.J., Aug. 4 

The Grist Mill Playhouse here 
hit a new high last week with the 


“Mister Roberts” package, starring 
Wayne Morris. Show pulled in 
$9,100. Take was nearly $200 more 
than the previous high mark set 
by Eve Arden two years ago 
There’s a possibility package may 


be brought back later in the season 

“Annie Get Your Gun.” with 
Sara Dillon and Jack Dabdoud, 
current 


‘Man’ $8,900, Asbury Park 
Asbury Park, N.J., Aug. 4. 


Franchot Tone and Betsy von 
Furstenberg in “Second Man” took 
in $8,900 last week at the Savoy 


Theatre here. Gross was $200 shy 
of the take racked up by Jeitfrey 
Lynn in ‘Mister Roberts” last week 

Uta Hagen, Herbert Bergioft 
and EF. G. Marshall are current in 
“Country Girl.” 

‘Sidewalks’ $950, Reading 
Reading, Pa., Aug. 4 

The old melodrama, “Sidewalks 
of New York,” showed its ace in 
the fifth presentation of the Berks 
Players at Green Hills Theatre as 


it died at the turnstile with a poor | 
This | 


$950 for five performances. 
was the lowest figure this scason 
at the 355-seat barn. 


“The Late Christopher Boan” 
opens fonight (Tues.) with Mary 
Shegda in the leading role. “Clhar- 


ley’s Aunt,” with James Ambandos, 
takes over the barn for two weeks 
from next Tuesday (il) 
who is making his first 
ence here, is director and wriler 
of the Pennsylvania State Motion 
Picture Co., State College, Pa. 


appear- 


Surgery at Hopatcong 
Lake Hopatcong, N.J., Aug. 4 
David Leland, a member olf tie 
resident company at the Lak site 
Theatre here, who had to take a 


hurried powder from the cest of, 


“Beil, Book and Candle” only a 
few hours before the opening here 
last Monday (27), is due for dis- 
charge this midweek from Univer- 
sity Hospital, N.Y., where he under- 
went an emergency appendectomy. 
He'll return to the troupe here in 
a few days. 

Norman Feld, also a member of 


the resident company, substitet od | 


for Leland, getting up in the s-cc- 
ondary part of the writer and going 
on without a full rehearsal. 





Preem At Balto Hilltop 
Baltimore, Aus. 4 
Don Swann’'s Hilltop Theatre will 
preem “The Shearing of Givcera.” 


new comedy by Clara Crensh:w, 
Aug. 11-16. The new work is tie 
winner of .a national play coniest 


inaugurated by Swann last s¢a on. 
The writer is a resident of Grecn- 


ville, Ala., and will be on hard 
for rehearsal and performance 
weeks. This is her first s-ript to 


receive a professional production 


Ray Boyle will direct the resicent | 


company. 

Current bill at Hilltop is “The 
Little Foxes,” featuring Kitty 
Dierken, local video fave. 





‘Loving Heart’ Set For 
Brit. Repertory Low 


“The Loving Heart,” by Shiriand 


Quin, will be produced by Barry 
Jackson at the Birmingham ‘Kng- 


land) Repertory Theatre, 
Oct. 27. Same author's “Men and 
Women” is currently being cast for 


presentation — in London. Het 
“Here’s to Us" was tried out by 
Margo Jones at Dallas in 1949. 


Miss Quin's new novel, “Delicate 
Gypsy.” will be published Sept. 1 
in London by Hutchinson. Author- 
€ss is agented by Carl Cowl. 


Houston Alley Anni 


Houston, Aug. 4 

“Elizabeth the Queen” will be 
the sixth anniversary presentation 
of the Alley Theatre here, opening 
Thursday (6). Production will be 
directed by Nina Vance. 

Barbara Elliott and Charles Gray 
have leading roies, 


Ambandos, | 


opening | 


} 


Barn Notes 


Mary Ward, longtime press rep 
at Berkshire Playhouse, Stock- 


Saratoga, N. Y., takes over stint 
for balance of season. Yvonne 
Clifford, Michael Corrad, Jerry 


Rockwood and Wright King make 
their initial bows to Stockbridge 
audiences this week in the new 


comedy, “The Three-Toed Pony.” 
Nina Foch, reported last week 
as getting $375 for her appearance 


in “An Ancient Instinag” at the 
Theatre - by - the - Sea Matunuck 
R. I., also received $375 for the 
second week of rehearsal, plus a 


percentage on the management's 
profit for the show, bringing her 
total take to $990 for the engage- 
ment. Kenneth Nelson, Mildred 
Cook, Dorothy Greener, Virginia 
Bradley and Ed Horner will head 
the cast of “Solomon Grundy,” new 
musical to be tried out Aug. 11-16 


at the Arena Theatre, Rochester, 
N. Y¥., followed by a two-week run 
at the same management’s pro- 


scenium-stage Corning (N.Y.) Sum- 

mer Theatre starting Aug. 24. 

Jackie Cooper will appear in 
“Remains to Be Seen” at the Savoy 
Theatre, Asbury Park, N. J., week 
of Aug. 17 in the role he originally 
created on Broadway Donald 
Richards signed to appear in 
“Paint Your Wagon” at the Dallas 
'State Fair for two Weeks, com- 
mencing Aug. 17 . Ona Munson 
will appear in the Westport (Conn.) 
Country Playhouse tryout of Diana 
Morgan's “The Starcross Story,” 
'week of Aug. 17. John Alexander 
has joined the cast of Alexander 
| Federoff’s “Day of Grace,” to be 
tried out at Westport the follow- 
ing week... Jan Leighton is cur- 
rently appearing in the Van Heflin 
package of “The Shrike” at Sacan- 
daga Park (N .Y.) Summer Theatre 
|. . , Dorothy Rice signed to appear 
in “The Great Big Doorstep,” 
which will play a split week at the 
John Drew Theatre, East Hampton, 
L. L., and the Westhampton Beach 
(L. 1.) Playhouse, starting Aug. 10 

Peter Fernandez taking over 
Michael Wager's role in the Ezio 
Pinza starrer, “The Play's the 
Thing,” next Monday (10) in Ivory- 
ton, Conn., and staying with it bal- 
ance of season Lothar Rewalt 
into “Paradise Question,” due tor 
Skowhegan, Me., tryout before NY. 

Actress Jill Kraft and Lopert 
Films publicist Michael Mindlin, 
Jr.. were banged up in an auto acci- 
dent Sunday (2). Miss Kratt, daugh- 
ter of writer Hy Kraft, couldn't go 
on Monday in “Three Men on a 
Horse” at Westport, Conn., but may 
go into show tonight (Wed. Nor- 
man Giffen, who subbed for 
Thomas Hayward in “Night in Ven- 
ice” at Jones Beach, N.Y., Saturday 
(1) when the latier took off for the 
Rodgers & Hammerstein Night at 
Lewisohn Stadium, N.Y., will sub 
again Aug. 10, when Hayward sings 
at the New Haven Bow! Bill 
Berrian has the juvenile lead op- 
posite Syivia Sidney in “Bell, Book 
and Candle” which opened last 
night (Tues.) at the Monticello 
Playhouse, New York. 

Hesper Anderson, daughter of 
| Maxwell Anderson, a student at 
the Pasadena (Cal.') Playhouse Col- 
jlege of Theatre Aris, makes her 
debut in “Call It a Day” at the 


Playhouse Donald Rando :ph 
{stars in the Coast premiere pro- 
duction of A’dous Huxley’s “The 


Giaconda Smile,” which 


night (Tues.) 7t the Laguna (Cal.) 
Summer Theaire. 


California S.ate Theatre Plavers 


will present legit at Lake Arrow- 
head for the tirst time in the re- 
sort community's history. North 


Shore Tavern is underwriting the 
costs of two performances each of 
“French Without Tears” and 
“Blithe Spirit.” 
Michael Howard has 
director of the 
Playhouse for the second half ot 
the season, succeeding Philip Rob- 
inson, granted h's release when the 
| starting date for a TV film he will 
direct in Hollywood was advanced. 


signed as 





iJ 
Current Road Shows 
(Aug. 3-Aug. 13) 
Carnival in Flanders 
Gray, John Raili! (tryvout)—Curran 
Theatre, S. F. (3-15) (Reviewed in 
VARIETY, June 10, °53). 
Good Nite, Ladies—Geary, S. F 
(3-15). 
Guys and Dolls ‘Bway Co.) — 
National, Wash. ‘2-15 
Guys and Do's (2d Co.'\—Civic 
Aud., Pasadena, Cal. (3-8); Russ 
Aud., San Dievo, Cal. (10-15). 
an in the Ozarks—Selwyn, Chi 
3-15). 
New Faces- 
(3-15). 
Pal Joey (Harold 
bert, Chi (3-15). 
South Pacific ‘Jeanne 
Tilton)\—Shubert, Detroit (3-15 
Time of the Cuckoo (Shirley 
Booth)—-Opera House, Central City 
i Col. (3-15), 


(Dolores 


-Great Northern, Chi 
Lang) —- Shu- 


Bal, Webb 


bows to-! 


Woodsiock (N. Y.) | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


| Backers of “Carnival in Flanders,” musical version of the | 


} 


French film, ‘La Kermesse Heroique,” include James E. Stroock, Bro.) 
| costume prez, $2,500; attorney Harold H. Stern, $2,000; Mrs. Edwa:q 


Kook, wife of the Century Lighting head, $1,500; film producer Me), 
LeRoy, $500; his wife, $500; producer James W. Gardiner, $} 9 
talent agent Laura Arnold, $625; singer Hildegarde and manager A); 


n 
0 


12 
a 


Sosenko, $1,500; Robin Craven, actor currently in “King and I,” $50) 
his wife, $500; Gusti (Auguste) Huber, actress in “Dial M for Murde) 
$625; Constance Carpenter, femme lead in “King and I,” $2,500: Carjo. 
ton H. Palmer, head of E. R. Squibb & Co., $75,000: music publish: 


Jack Gale, $2,500; 
manager, $2,500; Leonard H. 
mount-ABC, $1,250; John F. 


Milton Blackstone, ad 
Goldenson, 
Waters, representing theatreowner | 


agency owner 
president of 


and ta 
United P : 


i 


Shubert, $20,000; souvenir program agent Al Greenstone, $5,000: J. 


Entratter, manager of the Sands 


Hotel, 
executive Dave Kapp, $5,060; Bing Crosby, 


Las Vegas, $2,000: 


$5,000: gag 


recordir 
writer Barns 


Dean, $2,500; dancers Marge & Gower Champion, $2,500; Dolores 1M 


Bob) Hope, $5,000. 


being produced by Paula Stone 


Musical, with songs by Johnny Burke and Jin 
Van Heusen and book by George Oppenheimer and Herbert Field: 
and 
partnership with Burke and Van Heusen. 
are listed as general partners of the venture, which is capitalized 


Mike Sloane ther husband 
However, only the Sloar 


$250,000, with no provision for overcall. 


Oscar Hammerstein 2d put 


in a pitch for librettists in his article 


on the “Musical Keystone” in the N. Y. (Sunday) Times Aug. 2. Ac 
an expert, he lucidly made his point, topping it off with a tribute 
to “my friend and teacher, Otto Harbach, ‘who! once explained the 


situation very clearly to me. 


He likened the elements of acting and 


dancing and all the other parts of a musical play to the ingredients 


that go to make a fire—logs, kindling, matches, a good fireplace, et: 
All these ingredients, he said, are necessary, but they won't make a 
good fire unless they are properly assembled. The logs must be placed 


one on top of the other so that there is provision for draught. Th: 
must be put in the right place in relation to the chimney in the fire- 


place, The kindling must be arranged properly under the logs 


When 


everything works—when the logs crackle and the bark sputters, when 
the blue and gold flame waves and flies toward the chimney and sends 


out warmth and good 


feeling to cheer a 
because some plodding, perhaps not very 


room full of people, it is 
brilliant fellow, knew ho yv 


to put one log on top of another in just the right way.” 


Uta Hagen, who appeared in 


“The Country Girl” last week at the 


Spa Summer Theatre, Saratoga, discussed the important part she be- 
lieved luck plays in show business and the difficulty neweomers and 


unknowns experience 


in getting a 
she requested the director of ‘“Tovarich,” 


break. The star mentioned that 


in the revival of which Miss 


Hagen appeared last season, to give a very small part to Geraldine 


Page 


Herbert 


(one of Miss Hagen’s students at a 
Berghof, playing with her in “Country Girl’). 


school conducted by 
The director 


drama 


declined, said Miss Hagen, on the ground Miss Page was “too plain.” 


(Miss Page then clicked on Broadway this season in “Mid-Summer”) 


Miss Hagen added that she has known “many people who take from 


10 to 15 years to be discovered 


others never get the break.” Miss 


Hagen made her remarks in an interview over WPTR, Albany. 


original 


Rosalind Russell, whose 


contract as star of “Wonderful 


Town” was for a year from the tryout opening last Jan. 19, has ex- 
tended it through the balance of the current season, ending next Mav 
31. However, she has the right to take six weeks off next winter to 
make a picture, if a suiiable prospect comes along. Comedienne isn't 


committed to tour with the musical, but the management doesn't 
expect that to be a factor, as “Town” is figured likely to run at least 
, through next May at the Winter Garden, N. Y., where it's now in 


its 24th week. 


Coast legit circles are planning to kcep a close watch on a new 


performance experiment by the 


at Las Palmas, Hollywood. 


“Mister 
Show hes dropped its Monday night per- 


Roberts” company current 


formance in favor of two shows Saturday night—one at 8 p. m. and 


the second at 10:45 p. m. 


sionally in certain foreign 


follow suit. 


Save for holiday eve performances, the two- 
shows-a-night routine is a rarity in the U. 
countries. If 
shows any appreciable gross increase, other Coast 


S., although utilized occa- 
the “Roberts” experiment 
producers may 


As part of its drive to bring its operating expenses within its income, 
Actors Equity has curtailed its house organ, the monthly Equity mag. 
Publication will henceforth be cut about 40°7, or from 20 to 12 pages, 


including covers. 


Staff has also been trimmed by the dropping of 


Fiorida Friebus, assistant editor. She is resuming her active thesping 
career, with a part in the forthcoming Broadway production of ‘Teas 
house of the August Moon,” plus a strawhat daie and several television 


appearances, 


The N. Y. 


“more sane hot weather attire 


Daily News’ campaign tor shorts, as part of its drive for 
for 


me,” showed a_ boxoffice man 


formally attired above the waist, and in shorts below the customers’ 


range of vision, 


boxoffice men, wearing the 


’ 


This has been a time-honored custom among legit 
“ux,” 


but with comfortable slacks and 


shoes—and in shorts during the hot months. 
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Aldo Ray’s Stage Debut 
In La Jolla ‘Stalag’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 4. 
Aido Ray, who's done no stage 


| 
' 


| 


| 


work before, is set for the lead in! 


the Jose Ferrer “Sialag 17” pro- 
, duction at La Jolla Playhouse, | 
/opening next Tuesday (11), Stint 
Was Okaved by Columbia prez 


Harry Cohn. 
Ray is currently on 
Columbia. 


Wilmington Stock Group 

1}. r rs .— ’ 

Skeds Preem With ‘Savage 
Wilmington, Del., Aug. 4. 

Strand Players, Equity = stock 
group at the Strand Theatre, will 
offer a new play Aug. 10-15, for 
the llth week of its first season 
here. Show is “Salvage,” six-char- 
acter drama by John Seven and 
Clifford Kraus. Everett Hughes 
will direct. 

Larry Perron, producer, says 
treupe is already planning a fall 
season here, and hopes to make it 
,an all-year stock venture. 


layoff at! 


Legit Shows pre 


LONDON 
(Week ended Aug. 1) 


Affairs of State, Cambridge (8-21). 
Airs Shoestring, Royal Ct. (22). 
Applecart, Haymaurket (5-7). 

As Long as Bap-y, Gi rrick (7-8). 
Bad Samar ‘zn, Criterion ( -24) 
Dear Charies, New (12-18). 
Escapade, Sirand (1-20). 

For Better Worse, Comedy (12 17-52) 
Glorious Days, Palace (2-28) 

Guys and Dolls, Colliseum (5-28). 
Fienry VI, Old Vice (7-13), 

High Spirits, Hipp (5-13). 

Litile Hut, Lyric (8-23-50). 

Living Room, Wyndham’s (14). 
London Laughs, Adelphi (4-12) 
Love From Judy, Saville (9-25). 
Mcn With Tastes, Vaude (7-23). 
Moon Is Blue, Duke York (7-7). 
Mousetrap, Ambas. (11-25). 

Over the Moon, Caéino (5-7) 

Paint Wagon, Her Majesty's (2-11). 
Paris to Piccadilly, Pr. Wales (4-15! 
Private Life of Helen, Globe (%-11?. 
Reluctant Heroes. White (9-12-50). 
Ring Out Bells, Vic. Pal. (11-12) 
Seagu!!s Sorrento, Apollo (6-14-50). 
Seven Yeor itch, Aldwych (5-14) 
South Pacific, Drury Lane (11-1-51). 
Tobias end Angel, Arts (7-22) 
Two Bouquets, Piccadilly (5-12). _ 
Woman importance, Savoy (2-12-55). 


SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
denote premiere dates 
Anastasia, St. Jomes (8-5) 


(Figures 


Aren't We All, Haymarket (8-6). 
Dust Under Our Feet, Arts (8-1D. 
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5G Outright Buy of ‘Samarkand’ 
Ltd. Partnership Will Own Script 


In 


»age legit rights, world film 
echt and all subsidiary — 
hts “Ge 


jacques Deval’s Paris success 
vac ” “ Reoment 
a Samarcande” (“An Evening 


SO 
with Samarkand”), have been pur- 
ehased outright by Bruce Becker 
and Robert Ellis Miller. rhey paid | 
a flat $25,000 for the script. 

Plav, a smash In Paris in the 
¢.}1 of 1950, was previously held 


Broadway producers, 
Alfred de Liagre, 
Wilder. Each 


by three 
Harald Bromley, 
and Clinton 


J 


failed to get a satisfactory adapta- 
t and arrange a_ production 
within the option period, and De- | 
val invariably refused to renew. 


Rather than pay $5,000 for a 


eimilar option, Becker and Miller | 


offered to buy the property out- 
right and Deval, who is in his 
60s. accepted. Playwright made a 


eomewhat similar deal with Gil- 


pert Miller about 20 years ago for | 


“Tovarich,” getting $25,000 for the 
outright sale of the stage rights, 
hut retaining the screen rights to 
the play. 

Unique angles of the ‘“Samark- 
and” situation include not only the 
outright purchase, but also an in- 
volved twofold plan of Becker and 
Miller for financing the deal and 
production of the play on Broad- 
wav. Idea is to form two partner- 
ships, one to own the script and 
the other to produce the play. 

First of the two partnerships 
will be capitalized at $25,000, of 
which Becker and Miller will be 
general partners and also partici- 
pate as limited partners to the ex- 
tent of retaining a $10,000 share 
for themselves and immediate rela- 
tives. As owner of the script this 
partnership will get its revenue in 
the form of author royalties. 

Rovalties will include a $5,000 
option on the script for Broadway 
production, plus a probable 60°0 
share of the original author’s roy- 
alty ‘the adaptor is tentatively 
down for 40%) based on the week- 
iy gross. This weekly royalty is to 
be the standard minimum (5% on 
the first $5,000, plus 7!2% on the 
next $2,000, plus 10° over $7,000) 
until the production cost is re- 
couped, after which it will be 
straight 10°. 

In addition, the author royalty 

Continued on page 60) 


Levin Settles ‘Flanders’ 
5%, Suit Out of Court; 
New Claim by Gilbert 





Los Angeles, Aug. 4. 
Harry Zevin, former general 
manager for producers’ Paula 


Stone and Mike Sloane, accepted 
an undisclosed out-of-court settle- 
ment for his claim against “Carni- 
val in Flanders,” selling back his 
5°o of the musical as a part of the 
settlement. 

Zevin had asked for an account- 
ing of the profits or a flat $25,000 


for his interest, plus $275 per week | 


for the duration of the show, lat- 
ter coin repping salary he was to 
have received as the show's man- 
ager. 

Settlement was signed by Stone- 
Sloane and by co-producers Johnny 
Burke and Jimmie Van Heusen, 
hs 10 have also done the songs for 
Carnival.” 

Suit asking return of $5,090.41 


aivanced on behalf of ‘Carnival in | 


Flanders” 


| by Frank Gilbert was 
fled in Los Angeles Superioy 
{ ourt over the wee k en d by 


M. Weiss, assignee of the Gilbert 
account. Gilbert sold the rights to 
produce the show to Paula Stone 
#nd Mike Sloane. 

Action contends the money rep- 
Tesents advances Gilbert made to 
“iter George Oppenheimer and to 


“tarcel| Aubrey Publications for | 
rights, in addition to other minor 
Charges. Sources close to the com- | 
pany said that since the coin was 
advanced against rovalties the ac- 
ee probably would be settled out 


' court. 





Mull ‘Postman’ Tour 


. Chicago, Aug. 4. 
, Producer Clifford Hayman was 
y Chi last week, trying to interest 
Barbara Payton and Tom Neal in 
ouring the country with “Postman 
‘ways Rings Twice,” their cur- 
‘ent’ production at Drury Lane 


Sum mer Theatre. 
, Deal is still in the fire, with 
eo'h sides very much concerned. 





a unique deal, all English lan- ¢ 





‘Schnitzler Play Preem 
For Miami Beach Hotel 


Miami Beach, Aug. 4 
“Love's Merry-Go-Round.” the 
}controversial Arthur  Schnitzler 
play on which the recent French 
film “La Ronde,” is based. will be 


|; premiered next Tuesday night 
'(11) by the Casa Blanea Plavers at 
the Casablanca Hotel in Miami 
Beach, under direction of Prof 
Sam__ Hirsch The Casablanca 
Players are the first professional 
| legitimate company to appear in 
an oceanfront beach hotel here. 
Offering will mark the fourth 
|production in the Casablanca 
| Players’ series of five summer 
| presentations, which will be fol- 


| owee by a winter season. 

Prior to the inauguration of the 
show policy in the Morocco Room, 
latter was the hotel nightclub 
where many headliners appeared 


| —— 


| 


Getts Maps Tour 
Of Dublin Players 


Clark H. Getts left yesterday 
(Tues.) for Europe to conclude 
; arrangements for a second U. S 
| tour of the Dublin Players, theatri 
|cal group recruited from the Ab 
bey and Gate Theatres, Dublin 
and the Old Vie in London. Getts 
top lecture agency which also book 
}for legit and concert stage, is un 
|derwriting the Irish tour. 
| Two of the leads set for the 
| Dublin Players tour are Ronald 
|Ibbs and his wife, Maureen Halli 
| gan, of the Gate Theatre. Troupe 
{will go coast to coast this vear, 
| opening in Washington late in 
September. New York dates are 
}not set, but it's planned to have 
{the group in the Los Angeles area 
| for about a month. 
| Plays will be classics from the 
i; works of Synge, O'Casey. Shaw, 
} Moliere, Sheridan and Chekhov. 
among others. Synge’s “Playboy of 
the Western World” and O'Casev's 





“Juno and the Paycock” are two 
properties set. 
Getts will be gone about a 


month. After Dublin, he's going to 
Paris to set Maurice Schumann, 
French secretary of state for for- 
eign affairs, for a U. S. lecture 
tour in the fall, and to Kitzbuhel, 


|coast concert-stage tour for the 
Swiss dance group, the Tyroliers 


ENTIRE $90,000 ‘PICNIC’ 








With the return last week of the 
| final $30,000 to the backers, 
i entire $90,000 investment on 

nic’’ has now been repaid. Theatre 


Logan production's 


| Guild-Joshua 


| assets include $20,000 cash reserve | 
|and $5,749 available for distribu- | 


| tion. 
William Inge'’s Pulitzer and Crit- 
ics’ Circle prizewinner’ grossed 


$111,371 for an operating profit of | 
| $29.143 for the four weeks ended | 


| June 27, and has since eased off 
| somewhat in the face of the gen- 
eral summer slump on Broadway. 
| Play is in its 24th week at the 
Music Box, N. Y. 





‘Pigeon Creek Lincoln’ 
In Feb. Indiana U. Bow 


Bloomington, Ind., Aug. 4. 

“Abe Lincoln of Pigeon Creek,” 
originally written by William E. 
Wilson in 1939, will be given its 
initial preseatation next year on 
the campus of Indiana U. here. 
'The play will be put on by the 
Indiana U. Theatre, under the pro- 
duction reins of Lee Norville, thea- 
itre’s director. 
| Performances are slated for Feb. 
' 





| 


119-20 and Feb. 26-27. Norville, in- 


icidentally, also operates southern | 


lIndiana’s only strawhatter, the 
Brown County Piayhouse in nearby 
Nashville. , 


| Wilson's original play was turn- 


ed into a novel in 1949 and pub-, 
same ; 


|lished that year under the 
‘title. It was a Book League of 
| America selection for June, 1950. 
| Wilson teaches at the university 
' here. 


| Switzerland, to arrange a coast-to- | 


INVESTMENT PAID OFF 


the | 
“Pic- | 


| Big Boy Now 


| David Cole, 


who came to the 


U. S. four years ago to score a 
personal click in the role of the 
moppet boy in “The Innocents,” 


returns Aug. 20 to England on the 
Veendam. He has several legit and 
film deals brewing there, 

After appearing on Broadway in 
“The Innocents,” Cole had a num- 
ber of television and radio assign 
ments, also going to the Bahamas 
for a legit stock engagement. He's 
now 18 years old and nearly six 
feet tall. 


Barn Producer 
Joins War On Crix 


New Hope, Pa., Aug. 4 
At least one strawhat manage: 
has now enlisted in the perennial 
producer war against the critics 


After one of his shows was panned 
St. John Terrell, operator of the 
Lambertsville (N. J.) Musie Circus 
across the Delaware River from 
here, has yanked the press seats 
of Allen Ward, editor-publisher of 
New Hope Gazette 

Situation has resulted in a Mexi 
can standoff thus far, with Ward 
fenerally buying seats tor in one 
instance when he was “a littl 
short,” having a pair donated by 
friendly localite) and covering the 
Lambertsville openings Terrell 
has made no attempt to bar him 
from the tent, but there was some 
objection by the spot’s pressagent 
last week because Ward had told 
a reporter for a Philly daily about 
the affair 

Although Ward and Terrell had 
had minor differences over the 
former's coverage of the Music Cu 
cus in past seasons, the present 
dispute reportedly stems from the 


the 


Gazette’s pan last June of the 
tent’s production of “Panama 
Hattie.” Few days atter its publi- 
cation, Ward was notified that un- 


der a new policy, the Circus man 
agement was no longer sending re 
viewers’ any local weck 
lies. 

Editor 
publications in 
informed that 
a similar notice, but had gotten 
their usual press seats for the next 
show Ward reported the incident 
in the Gazette, thereby sparking a 
brief flurry of pro and con letter: 
to-the-editor. 


seats to 


weekly 
area and wis 
had received 


checked = other 


the 
none 


Commenting on the fact that 
since the “Panama Hattie” pan, his 
reviews of the Lambertsville shows 


have been more favorable, Ward 
imerely shrugs and laughs, “What 
can | do? ‘The shows haven't been 
had since then. Hlow can I rap 
| them?” 

Ward reveals that another local 
| editor-publisher, Gordon Cooper, 
'of the New Hope News, doesn't 
‘cover Terrell’s operation at all 


Whenever he has occasion to men- 
tion the spot in a news story he 
refers to it as “the tent show at 
the end of town.” 


Pitt Opera, Doused In 
Downpour, Mulls Indoor 
Musicals Next Summer 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4 
Light 


Pittsburgh Civic Opera 


which has been having a disappoint. | 


ing season with its outdoor musi- 
cals in Pitt Stadiuin, may go in- 
doors next summer. Tentative plan 
is to move to the New Nixon, which 


would have. air-conditioning | in- 
stalled. 
Weather, an uncertain factoi 


since the CLO series started in the 
stadium, has been particularly un-| 
rain | 


summer, with 
or at least a threat of it coming 
repeatediy around late afternoon 
and at the dinner hour, when pro- 
spective patrons decide on the eve 
ning’s entertainment. It’s figured 
that a higher scale could be charg- 
ed in the smaller-capacity Nixon 
and, with a guaranteed perform- 
ance scheduled, the summer oper- 
ation might fare beiter financially 

There’s a reported  possibilit) 
that local civic leaders may get 
financial support from the State of 
| Pennsylvania for a new al fresco 
playhouse for the summer present- 
ations. Idea would be to have some 
sort of “convertible top” in 
form of siiding panels er perhaps 
'a canvass roof that could be un- 
rolled to cover the audience in 
jcase of rain, 


fortunate this 


the | 


Deal for R&H to Buy Out ‘Oklahoma’ 
100%, From Theatre Guild for $851,000 





Littler Prepping London 
Showing for B’way ‘Bruno’ 


Bruno and Sidney.” Edward 

Cau ld’s comedy, produced un 

ccessfully in New York by New 

s ‘ during the spring of 1949 

e presented in London early 

fall by Emile Littler. Play will 

yout tour Aug. 24 in East 

ne, then go to Brighton, with 

of the West End premiere 
pendent on theatre availability 

Arth Klein ‘not the Broadway 

| ducer) will stage, with the cast 

ed by James Hanley, who ap 

peared in New York last) season 

Wit Margaret Sullavan in “Deep 

Blue Sea.” Carl Cowl is Caulfield’s 


Russell to Rep 


Equity on Coast 
Los Angeles, Aug. 4 
Unsettled situation within the 
Coast membership of Actors Equits 
may be eased with the appoint 
nent of Edd X. Russell, formes 
president of the Screen Extras 
Gaild and onetime traveling rep 
for Equity, as local representative 
for the legit union. He'll take over 
Sept 1 from Francis L. Clark 
who's been serving on a temporary 
basis. Clark will return east 
Russell, currently getting an 
orientation breakin at the Equity 
office in New York, will have to 
deal with lingering agitation ove: 
the ousting of Christopher O'Brien 
as the unton’s Coast rep more than 


vear ago. He also faces perennial 


demands of the Coast membership 
for local autonomy or even the 
formation of a local union. He's the 
fifth Coast rep for Equity in the 
last three-and-a-half veat 

With O'Brien acting as record 
ins ecretary, a local membership 
meeting authorized by the Equit 
council last June 28 has twice 


rather than ad 
journed, so is” still Officially in 
Although there has 
agitation at the sessions, apparent 
handful of O'Brien ad 
Equity officials and coun 
cil members in New York re 
aren't clear on exacts 
Coast membership's 
are, 


been “recessed 


progress been 
from a 
herent: 


portedly 
what the 
Lrievanees 


CLARK FOR STANDER IN 
— ‘JOEY’; BERNIE IN “WISH 


Harry Clark, who plays Herman 
Fabricant, the heroine's 
fiance in “Wish You Were Here,” 
withdraws trom the musical this 
'week. He'll switch to the touring 
i“Pal Joey,” succeeding Lionel 

the meaty bit role of 


Stander in 
Ludlow Lowell, the shakedown 
plans aren't re 


morose 


agent. Stander’s 
veate 

Dick Bernié will take over next 
Monday night (10) for Clark in 
“Wish,” which is in its 59th week 
at the Imperial, N. Y. “Joey.” cur- 
rently at the Shubert, Chicago 
ends its run there Aug. 27 and 
jumps to the Coast, opening an en- 
vagement Aug. 31 at the Greek 
Theatre, Los Angeles. 


12th Annual ‘Homestead’ 
Revival Draws Over 3,000 
Swanzey, N.H., Aug. 4 
Over 3.000 persons attended the 


12th annual revival of Denman 
Thompson's “The Old Homestead’ 


in Potash Bow), located near the 
oldtime playwright’s home here 
When the final curtain was rung 
down on the three-night produc 


tion July 26 it marked the 36th pe: 
formance of the melodrama by the 
local cast, headed by Willard L 


Thompson as Joshua Whitcomb and 


Walter F. Hanrahan as Cy Prime 
Perfect weather greeted all three 
moonlit performances of the play 
which was directed by Harold F 
Drew of Keene. 
After the final 
announced that 
reservations had 


curtain, if 
more than 
already 


Was 
100 
been 


made for the 1954 performances, | 


itentatively set for July 9, 10, 11. 


—-~¢ 


Sale of “Oklahoma”™ by the Thea 
tre Guild to its authors. Richard 
Rodgers and Oscar Hammersteir 


2d, is understood to be for a tlat 
$851,000) pavable in’ six install 
ments over the next three and a 
half vears Deal involves all 
rights, including legit, sto a 
teur, film and television 


Although details are 


not quite complete, cont 
io be signed tomorrow \ 
Fern could not be confirmed ve 
‘ 1 Tues but are said to call 
or an initial pavinent of S101.000 
on consumplion of the 
with another instaliment of $42 
OOU due next Jan, 15 ibsequ 
pavthnents ol $100,000 each on 
March 1 of next vear and 1855 and 
1956, and a final $30,000 due the 
ne date in 1957 
The $851,000 price is understood 


to be less 10¢@ for atiorney and 
avent tees Guild's return would 
presumably be taxable on capi 
lal gains basis, after which the 
Guild would turn over ) ol 
Hu to the original “Oklahoma” 
backers, the exact split depending 
on the term covering’ cach tndivid 
uals investment Added to the 
nearly $5,500,000 protit already 
earned by the musteal, that would 
bring the total profit on the ven 


$6,000 000 
terms ol 
disclosed, it) bas 


ture to nearly 
\lthouvh exact 


io Re H not 


the sale 


“are 


been elablished that after dedwuc 
lion of the 10°. for atiorney and 
agent fees, the price is nei That 
is Rodgers & Hammerstein, who 
adapted the musical from the Lynn 
Riggs drama, “Green Cro the 
Lilacs,” will not get any rebate” 
in the form of an aut!o hare 
of the proceeds In ocher words, 
the Guild is disposing of only the 
producer's share in the Okla 
homin venture 
Magna's $1,000,000 Bid 

Pending sale of tiie Okla 
homa’ film rights to Mlovna Pro- 
ductions for a 3-D screen version 
has not been consuminated ie 
cording to Rodgers, and is there- 
fore not a factor in the Guild R & 
HW transaction. As outrivht owners 
of the “Oklahoma” property, the 
author will get the entire pro 
coed from the le to Magna, 

ent is completed. tncidentall 

Continued on paye 60) 


Coast Union Members To 
Get Cutrate Tic’ets On 
Season of Five Shows 


Los Angel Nuvu 4 
Union members reap ubstan 
tial cultural benefits through the 


forination of a new — worn-profit 
organization which will sell five 
lopnotch entertainment attractions 
annually at cut) price Viember- 
hips restricted to bonafide trade 
unionists and the scheme already 
has won the endorsement of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
AFL Central Labor Council and 
the Grester Los Angele: C1) 
Council 

Series tees late this month with 
the presentation of Jose Greco at 
Holivwood Bowl. Other offerings 
slated include a N. ¥Y. leyvit musi- 
cal, a performance of the L. A, 
Philharmonie Orchestra with a 
name guest soloist. a production 
of the opera “Carmen” in English 
with Metropolitan Opera stars and 


presentation of a 
the L. A. Civie Light Opera Assn. 
Price to union members for the 
five shows will be $5.75 complete 


production of 


Plan is being worked out by the 
Union Music-Theatre Alliance un- 
dey Alice Taylor. wanaver of the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic. Tickets 


Will be 
aividual union jocal 
Season is patierned after 


probably so'd through in- 


Invlar, 


boreelily successtiul operation in 
Furope, where trade unionists get 
reduced rates for cultural events 
in addition to the regular contract 
benefit Cutrate tickets are 
vorked out with the varios man 
agements involved on the b; « of 


a large volunie 


‘Nightmere’ at Columbia 


Anthony Sharps “Nightmare 
Abbey,” which was presented in 
London last year. will be preemed 
in the U.S. at the Drama Workshop 


of Teachers College, Columbia U., 
N.Y 

Show begins a three-day run to- 
day (Wed.), 


a ee 
pw rere re 


= Semaine onan mee 
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Strawhat Reviews 


The Dazzling Hour 
Lo Jolla, Cal., July 31. 


a Jolla Playhouse 
Jose F 


*rrer and Gilbert Miller) produc- 
tion of comedy in three acts, adapted 
fram the Anna Bonacci original by Ketti 
Frings and Ferrer. Directed by Ferrer. | 
Settings by William Martin; costumes, 
Dorothy Jeakins. At La Jolla (Cal) Play- 
house. July 25, '53; $4.21 top 
Mary Sedle: Olivia de Havilland 
sone Dolores Mann | 


Kent Smith 
Jacques Aubuchon 
John Emery 


Georze Sedley 
Mayor Taylor 
Sir Ronald 


Geraldine Hubbles Mary Sinclair 
Sally Vary Lawrence 
Bell Alan Hate, Jr 
Gordon Whit Bissell 

An adaptation by Ketti Frings 
and Jose Ferrer from Anna Bon- 
acci’s successiul French play, “The 


Dazzling Hour” is 
stands ior the 
Comovlet? re 


too weak, as it 
Broadway venture 
vamping job is necd- 


ed—in dialog, locale, point of view 
—on this Ferrer-directed produc 
tion 

Despite patness of basic situa- 
tion, it’s still acceptable if cast en- 
ters inio litht-hearted touch ol 
Gallic fun required. Mostly they 
don't, however, this being particu- 
larly true of Olivia de Havilland 
Even Ferrer's direction can't over- 
come star's stilted performance 
Nor can staging counterbalance 
wordiness without wit, leading to 
heavy lags throughout 

For unkown reasons, this French 
farce On morals—such as they are 
-—is set in an English village in 
1838, an unlikely spot for the 
second-act bordello scene = and 
siress on sex dalliances. Comedy 
concerns the concept that sex can 
advance a man's career. Written | 


from a woman's viewpoint, 
takes pokes at man-woman 
tionship with man’s ego and vanits 
an easy target. 


play 


individual actions, comedy shows 
village composer's quandary 


it's suggested his wife spent 


with London nobleman, aim being | 
to further his career. Switch is 
effected, with wife and local lady 
of the evening changing boudoirs. | 
All works out wel! after obvious 
identity confusion. 

Prim housewife’s falling into | 
spirit of her night in village bor- 


dello is extreme version of the 
Hollywood pattern of meek small- 
town girl metamorphosis into big 
city glamour girl. Miss Havilland 
gives little conviction to the role. 
As inmate of the house that’s not 


a home, Mary Sinclair needs more 
vigor and tougher approach, al- 

though her beauty brightens the | 
proceedings. John Emery takes | 
honers with trony-edged lines as | 
the lecherous nobleman, and Ken 
Smith, the career-conscious hus- 


saddled with 
Jacques Aubuchon, 
mayor, is wasted. 
the bagnio, 


band, is 
dialog. 
practical 
visitors 
Jr., 
vious scene competently. 
tin’'s two settings rate okay. 
Don. 


as 


to 


Be Quiet My Love 
Somerset, Mass., Aug. 3. 


Sara Stamm 


Cummings 
Fran 


Stars Gene Raymond, Vicki 
Directed by Ramsey Burch; scenery, 
cis M. Mahard, Jr. At Somerset 
Playhouse, Aug. 3, °S3. 

Howard 

Paul Trescott, Jr. 
Jan Dellasandro ....... 
Nancy Wall 
Judson Fellows 
La Passionell 


Martha Mille: 


Bruce Brighton's new 
“Be ‘Quiet, My Love,” has 


ite 
aS 


erset Playhouse here, and the play 
proves to be acceptable strawhat 
fare 


Although plot of the comedy is 
with 
frequently 
of | 
screwball characters who are some- 

funny, | 
maneuverings 

Tres- 

living for a| 
con- 
Jan 
love 
vivacious young thing 


old stuff, Brighton 
plenty of sex, 
bright dialog, 


spices it 
some 
and a couple 
what incredible but 
Story outlines the 
ot a playboy publisher, 
cott, Jr, who, after 
couple of years in happy 
venience with his mistress, 
Dellasandro, thinks he is in 
with a fresh, 


very 


Paul 


of 22. Nancy Wall. 

Neither the mistress nor Tres- 
coils Machiavellian butler, How- 
ard, relish Trescott’s affair. Con- 
sequently, they set out to prove 
to him that his youthful fiancee 
Is nol as virginal as she looks. 
Through the help of a crackpot 
lady poetess, La Passionelle, the 
two schemers learn that the fian- | 
cee has had a rather torrid affair 


in the past with a fast-living, hard- | 
Outcome of play 
Trescott’s 
awakening to the fact his fiancee 
is not so pure is comical and holds 


drinking novelist. 


is never in doubt, but 


audience attention. 


In addition, there is a good deal 
of humor because Trescott's young 


fiancee is an outdoor girl, who 
makes her middleaged admirer) 
play tennis, swim in icy lakes, 


bowl and ride horseback, so that 





(in association with | — 
, 4S 


rela- | 


| only 
when | 
night 


; outing. 


improbable | 

a 
As | 
Alan Hale, | 
and Whii Bissell handle an ob- 
Bill Mar- | 


production of comedy in 
three acts (five scenes) by Bruce Brighton. 


(Mass.) 


Fred Miller 
Gene Raymond 
Vicki Cummings 

Lynn Bailey 
Bruce Brighton 





| ing 
comedy, some time before they can actually 
in- 
itial outing at Sara Stamm's Som- 


| folk opera, 


| scene 


| tractiveness, 


| its 


|his aging limbs creak like the In- 


ner Sanctum door. 

Chief weakness of the comedy . 
playwright Brighton’s fascina- 
tion with the sound of his own 
words. His play becomes talky in 
places. Furthermore, although 
some of the dialog is distinguished 
by wit and genuine humor, a good 


deal of it is cheap and blatantly | 


vulear 

Performances here 
are generally 
Raymond 


at Somerset 
satisfactory. Gene 
as the publisher who is 
led a merry, athletic €hase by his 
Sabe Zaharias sort of fiancee, is 
approximately befuddled and usu- 


ally convincing as a_ sophisticate 
who suddenly goes starry-cyad. | 
Lynn Bailey, in the role of the 
fiancee, proves a young actress of 

promise and plenty of attractive 

ness. Vicki Cummings, performing 
as the acidulous, wry-witted mis- 
tress, delivers venomous lines with 


asp-like relish and comes up with 
a topnotch portraya! 

Other roles are well handled by 
Fred Miller the prociin ; 
who has both a touch of Jeeves and 


as 


the blackmailer in him: Martha 
Miller, a young actress who deliv- 
|ers a socko performance as the 


crackoot poete 
esoteric lines 
stretched like 


s who declaims her 

with arms out- 
an umpire calling for 
time-out, and playwright Brighton 
himself, who is rightly obnoxious 
as the novelist and as insulting as 


the late Alexander Woollcott on | 
one of his bad days. 

Staging by Ramsey Burch is} 
competent, and Francis M. Ma- 


hard’s set depicting Trescott's Long 
Island study is attractive 


} 
Audience here liked “Be Quiet, | 
| My 
| brings 
With scant motivation to explain | 


Love” but what 


relaxed 


very much, 
guffaws among 
audiences often 
raised eyebrows among Broad- 
way theatregoers with winter 
their bones. The comedy probably 
lacks substance and novelty neces- 
sary for a successful New 
Dias. 


strawhat 


The Devil and Daniel 
Webster 
Sturbridge, Mass, July 26. 


Old Sturbridge Festival presentation of 
folk opera in two acts, with words by 
Stephen Vincent Benet, music by Douglas 


Moore. Staged by Elemer Nagy. Musical 
director, Moshe Paranov; choreographer, 
Alwin Nikolais: settings, Nagy. At Armphi 
theatre, Old Sturbridge (Mass. Village, | 
July 26, °535; $5.50 top 
Jabez Stone Joshua Wheeler 
Mary Stone Adelaide Bishop 
Daniel Webster Clifford Harvuot 
Mr. Scratch Luigi Vellucei 
Fiddler Philip Bogucki 
Voice of Miser Stevens John Ferrante 
Justice Hathorne James Mattingly 
Clerk Philip Bogucki 
Walter Butler Richard Rovinelli 


Blackbeard 
King Philip 
Simon Girty 


Teach.. Benjamin Thomas 
Richard Park 

John Ferrante 
Narrator Benjamin Thomas 

Dancers: Gladys Bailin, Phyllis Lambhut 
Beverly Schmidt, Dorothy Vislocky, Mur 
ray Louis Fuchs. Stephen Vendola, Harry 
Bernstein, William Dissler. 

Jurymen and Chorus: Ann 
Philip Bogucki, Georgette Chochiere, 
Ferrante, Rita Golden, Barbara Grassi: 
Amelia Haas, Raymond Hibbard. Kenneth 
Holton, Maria Kalliches, James Mattingly, 
Alice Michalaros, Frank Miele, 
Montanari, Jr., Tanya Paranov, Richard 
Park, Genaro Pisano, Richard Rovinelli, 
Frances Roberto, Lena Sinagulia, Carolyn 
Smith, Benjamin Thomas, Louis Venora, 
George Vince, Joyce Willens 

Neighbors and Friends: Mary Athanas, 
Real Benoit, Syivia Chesebrough, Mar- 
garet Connolly, Alfred Desrosiers, Ravy- 
mond Galipeau, Alvin Green, Jeanne 
Guertin, Joyce Jones, Hedwiga Kochanow 
shi, Gale Maass, Joseph Miller, Bernard 
Brodeur. 


Jonn 


There's a goidmine tn the mak- 
here, but it's going to take 


pan the dust. Prospecting up to 
this point has revealed a potential 
that can be nursed into a substan- 
tial return over a period of time 
Greatest problem of the moment is 
missionary work in spreading the 


i word about this new al fresco out- 


let, which is nestled in the hills 
adjacent to the more. generally 
known Old Sturbridge Village. 
Setup here is favorable to ulti- 
mate success of this new amphi- 
theatre offering, 
not necessary for the project 
ly on its own. Presentation of the 
“Webster,” is only one 
segment of an overall venture (said 


to represent an $8,000,000 outlay) | 


which includes the sightseeing re- 
produced New England village. 

With 1,600 seats mounted on a 
hillside and a typical smalltown 
built on a stage against a 
natural woodland batkground, the 
Sturbridge Festival, 
offers especially effective outdoor 
entertainment that touches inter- 
estingly on various branches of the 
arts. 

Emphasizing overall 
project 
siderable variety of diversion into 
two-hour span. Following a 
well-done ballet prolog, which de- 
picts various phases of farm life. 
production goes into the acts of 
story, score and folk dancing that 
add up to pleasant pastime. 

Being the tale of Daniel 
ster’s word battle with 
for a man’s soul, 


visual at- 


Web- 
the Devil! 


| Stars 


brings | 


in | 


York | 


; one 


Antonio | 


| Simpson, 


inasmuch as it is} 
to) 
click financially immediately strict- | 


| Diana Malone 


as it is tagged. | 


;even Blore’s superb 
_ would not be enough to hold it up 
packs a con-| 


the spoken andj 


sung portions of the script are! 
neatly balanced to afford a proper 
| share of each. 


Favored by nature 
| with exceptional acoustics, it has 
‘not been necessary to cause scenic 
_atmosphere disillusionment by in- 
jecting amplification of any kind. | 


Voices carry well to the uppermost | 
| reaches. Excellent lighting effects | 
| have been obtained by mounting 


booths on poles high among the 


| trees on each side of the audience. | 
are Joshua 


the 
as the 


leads 
farmer who bar- 


Playing 
Wheeler, 


gains with Satan; Adelaide Bishop, | 


Clifford Harvuot, as Web- 
ster, and Luigi Vellucci, the Devil. 
They make a competent quartet 
and do justice to their individual 
assignments. Balance of troune 
maintains the polished pace set by 
the toppers. 

With words by Stephen Vincent 
Benet and music by Douglas Moore, 


his wife; 


“Webster” has been staged inter- 
estingly by Elemer Nagy. Moshe | 


Paranov’s pit guidance is firstrate 
and choreography by 
lais strikes an appropriate chord. 
Nagy’s doubling as production de- 
signer has brought about a fine 
complement of man-made and nat- 


ural scenery. 
This first season of the Stur- 
bridge Festival will probably be 


accompanied by a trail of red ink 
(about $70,000 went 
tion for its opening night), but in 
time it should become an important 
income-producing adjunct to 
current 
Sturbridge as an art centre 
Bone. 


The Winter Palace 

Wilmington, Del., Aug. 3. 
Windsor Lewis production of play in 
three acts by Lewis and Angus Bailey 
Barbara Bel Geddes. Directed by 
Lewis. Setting, Jack Knisely. At Robin 
Hood Theatre, Arden, Del., Aug. 3, °53; $3 

top. 

Ellen Chandler 
Frank Thurlow 

Owen Price 
Roddy Chandler 


Sarbara Bel Geddes 
Frank Borgman 

. John Drew Devereaux 
‘ Henry Garrard 


Dr. Harris Pv Howard Morton 
Charlotte Wills . Pamela Simpson 
Grace Chandler ........ Mary Diveny 


Monsignor Hare Roy Poole 


Mabel 





Extensive revision and rewriting 
are necessary if Windsor Lewis 
hopes to unveil ‘‘Winter Palace” on 


Broadway. As co-author, with 
| Angus Bailey, and as director he 
deserves for effort. Topnotch 


cast, headed by Lewis’ wife, Bar- 
bara Bel Geddes, hides many basic 
defects, but overall impression is 
of disappointment. Major 
surgery is called for here. 

Highly dramatic story has Miss 
Bel Geddes as third generation 
head of a domineering, 


She uses her’ inherited 
ruthlessly and_ selfishly, 
the end justifies the means. 
Love enters her life via an Irish 
idealist and archaeologist. 
they 


power 


live in different worlds, they 


;}surmount all obstacles except the 
| final one of religion. 
| the 


Amenta, | 


This moves 
story to a strong climax as 
family and tradition prove stronger 
than love. 

First act gets play off on wrong 
foot with excess wordage and slow 
plot development. Only character 
potentialities of the two lead roles 
are fully realized. Lack of clarity 
in other roles and individual scenes 
poses another negative factor. And 
more comedy relief would not be 


amiss. 
However, a germ of a good idea 
lurks in the background and it 


could be that a play is in the mak- 
ing. But not in its present form. 
Performers generally rate kudos. 


Miss Bell Geddes and John Drew | 
| Devereaux are outstanding in their 


Pamela 
Henry 
Poole 


lead roles. 
Frank Borgman, 
Garrard, Mary Diveny, Roy 
and Howard Morton shine 
given the chance. 


respective 


, . . | 
Jack Knisely contributes another | 
director | 


excellent setting. Lewis, 


here since 1948, has staged his 
brain-child in usual competent | 
| fashion. Klep. 


Seribblers Three 
Abingdon, Va., July 30. 


Barter Theatre production of comedy 
in three acts by Hunter Blore 
Stars Eric Blore; 
Howard Hunter, Jerry Oddo. Directed by 
Owen Phillips. Setting by Mack Statham 


At Barter Theatre, Abingdon, Va. July 
30, °53 
| Peter Malone ..,.... . Howard Hunter 





June Moneur 
Sinjun Bellows Eric Blore 
Mr. Chamberlain 
Carlos Lovello 
Mickey Button re 
Fuller Brush Man .... 


.. Jerry Oddo 
Blanche McKinney 
rank Lowe 


The acting of Eric Blore in this 
piece, which he co-authored, should 
fill Barter during the run here, but 
performance 


on Broadway. Although it was a 
sellout the first three nights, 
play’s scheduled second run Aug. | 
7-12 was cancelled. 

Blore, Howard Hunter and Betsy | 


Beaton, authoring as Hunter Blore | 
Beaton. have belabored into three | 
acts a self-conscious story about | 


three writers turning out a play to! novel, 
; duction by Therese Lewis and Wil- 


meet a star’s specifications 


(Continued on page 60) 


and | 


| reopen Sept. 


| edy, 
open Oct. 5, as part of the Theatre 


| Miller's 


Alwin Niko- | 


| Way 


into prepara-| 


the | 
mevement to establish Old 


| Waters” 
| If she can arrange her 
| mitments, 
| the 


| Star 


Barbara Palsgrove | 


cold- | 
blooded New England mill family. | 
| ford 
believing | 


Although | 
i\ through Aug. 





| Mok on 


when | 


Beaton 
features June Moncur, | 


| “Pal Joey” Aug. 15 and will be re- 
| placed by Harry Clark . .. John 


| Robeson, 
| denied a passport renewal in re- 
| State Dept. 
| England to star in Leslie Linder’s 


Detroit Legit Season 


To Tee Off With ‘Itch’ 
Detroit, Aug. 4. 

Cass Theaire, 1,452-seater, will 

7 with “The Seven 


Year Itch,” starring Eddie Brack- 
en and Louise King. “A Girl Can 
Tell,” new F. Hugh Herbert com- 


is tentatively scheduled to 


Guild-American Theatre 
subscription series. Janet 
bowed out of the “South Pacific” 
cast in Detroit to take the lead. 

tex Harrison and Lilli Palmer 
will appear in “The Love of Four 
Colonels” and Melvyn Douglas 
“Time Out For Ginger.” Arthur 
“The Crucible” is sched- 
for Nov. 30 and “The Chil- 
Hour,” with Patricia Neal, 
an unspecified date. 


Society 


uled 
dren’s 
al 

New Haven Schedule 

New Haven, Aug. 4 
Shubert gets new season under- 
Aug. 26-29 with preem of 
“Anna Russell and Her Little 
Show.” 
“Tea House of the August Moon,” 





due Sept. 23-26.) Pencilled for 
Sept. 9 is opening of “Tea and 
Sympathy.” 
House wil! again feature a “pay- 
as-you-go”’ CUDRETIPUOS P yan. 
Legit Bits. 
Robert Alton gets 2% of the 


gross for 
“Me and Juliet’ 
will present “At 


Herman Levin 
Home with Ethel 


film com- 
Glynis Johns will have 
femme lead in ‘Crossroads,” 
which Albert Selden and Morton 
Gottlieb will produce in London 
this fall in association with 
Laurence Olivier, with Harold 
Clurman as stager . Met Opera 
Jarmila Novotna will costar 
Rathbone in Bill 

production of ‘Sherlock 
Holmes,’ by Ouida (Mrs.) Rath- 
bone. 


Charles McHarry, of the N. Y. 
News city staff, is subbing as legit 
reporter while Bob’ Sylvester 
writes a Broadway gossip column 
during the successive vacations of 
Ed Sullivan and Danton Walker 
... Licia Victor will be stage man- 
ager for producer Elaine Perry on 
“Paradise Question,”” which tries 
out the week of Aug. 31 at Skow- 
hegan, Me. The Children’s 
Theatre Conference will be held 
Aug. 24-26 at Adelphi College, 
Garden City, L. I. The Strat- 
(Ont.) Shakespeare Festival, 
presenting Alec Guinness 
Irene Worth in “Richard IIL” 
“All's Well That Ends Well,” 
been yg an extra 

Harold Arlen or Burton Lane | 
are possibilities to supply the mu- 
sic for “By the Beautiful Sea” 
musical comedy for which Herbert 
and Dorothy Fields are writing the 
book, as a starring vehicle for 
Shirley Booth, with Robert Fryer 
as producer ... Leuis A. Lotito, 
president of City Playhouses, Inc., 
will be vice-president in charge of 
theatre operations and bookings of 
the new Roger L. Stevens-Robert 
Whitehead-Robert Dowling produc- 
ing-theatre operating group. . 
Producer Alexander H. Cohen va- 
cationing with his wife, costume 


opposite Basil 
Doll's 


and | 
has 


designer Jocelyn, at Portland 
Springs, Me. 
Pressagent Frank Goodman, who 


subbed as associate with Michel 
the Rogers-Hammerstein 
shows while Peggy Phillips was on 
vacation, is now standing in as p.a. 


for “Dial M for Murder,” while 
Dick Money relaxes at his home in 
| Westport, Conn. Producer 


Michael Ellis sailed Friday (31) to 
Nassau, but is due back this week- 
end. His partner. James Russo, is 
due back today (Wed.) from a visit 
to his hometown, Kenosha, Wis. 
Mrs. Russo, actress Camila Ash- 
land, goes to Hyannis, Mass., to 
play Aunt Cissy in “Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn” at the Cape Code 
Music Circus. 

Lionel Stander leaving cast of 


Himes replaced David Tyrell in 
Chi cast of “Maid in the Ozarks.” 
with Maggie Task and Neal Thorpe | 


| broug 
; nate Mere | broug ht in as additions. 


Producer Sammy Lambert 
be married tomorrow 
singer Francine White 
who has_ twice 


(Thurs.) to} 
. Paul} 

been 
cent 


years, has applied to the 


for clearance to go to 


proposed revival of “Othello.” 


- , Singer-actor’s appearance in Lon- 
71e | 


don has been okayed by British 
Equity John Patrick, whose 
dramatization of “Teahouse of the 
August Moon” is due for produc- 
tion this Fall by Maurice Evans 


and George Schaefer, will next 
adapt the Ovid Williams, Pierce 
“The Plantation,” for pro- 


‘liam Myers, 





Merrill, McKenzie Will 
Roadshow B’ way Legiter, 
‘Bernardine,’ This Fall 





in | 


Also set for a breakin is | 


staging the dances for | 


on Broadway next fall... | 





|and Bob Hoiton 
| Summer 


and | 


week | 
Weldon—New London (N. H.) Play- 





will | 


| Armstrong—Putnam County 





“Bernardine,” produced on 
Broadway last year by Guthrie 
McClintic, will be sent out on the 
ro d this fall under the production 


Blair | auspices of Willard Merrill and 
Jim McKenzie. Producing duo, who 
| operate the Dobbs Ferry 


(N. Y.) 
Playhouse, year-round stock thes. 
tre, have acquired the first-cla 
production rights to the Ma 
Chase comedy. Play, incidenta}! 
has been given about a 25° re 
write and will be toured in e: 
ramic form. 
Johnny Stewart, 
in the original Broadway produ 
tion, will repeat his role in the 
touring edition. Stewart, incidentai- 
ly, has made a few appearances 
at the Dobbs Ferry operation 
Show may be sent out as part of 
the Theatre Guild subscription se- 
ries. A femme lead has not yet 
been decided upon. Comedy will 
probably take to the road around 
the beginning of October. 
Merrill and McKenzie also in- 
tend to send the show out on a 
limited tour of the strawhat circuit 
later this month. Silo production 
will also utilize a cyclorama and 
will have two alternate supporting 


4 


who appeared 





| casts, in accordance with Equity 
| rules. 
Strawhat Tryouts 
(THIS WEEK) 
Be Quiet, My Love, by Bruce 


Brighton—Playhouse Theatre, Som- 
erset, Mass. (3-8). 

Captain Ahab, by Tyrus Hillway 
— Starlight Wharf Theatre, Nan- 
tucket, Mass. (3-8). 

Captive at Large, by David Mark 
—Tufts Arena, Medford, Mass 
(4-8), 

Dazzling Hour, adapted by Jose 
Ferrer and Ketti Frings from Anna 
Bonacci’s original French —- La 
Jolla (Cal.) Playhouse (3-8) 

Frogs of Spring, by Nathani 
Benchley — Ogunquit (Me.) Pla 
house (3-8). (Tryout reviewed i 
VARIETY July 29, ’53). 

Great Scott, by Easter Yagha 
Great Neck (L. L.) 
Theatre (48). 

Here We Come Gathering, by 
Philip King—Dobbs Ferry (N. Y.) 
| Playhouse (7-9). 

House of 





Cards, by Warren 
ers (5-9). 

Make Momma Happy, by George 
Baxt—-Lakeside Theatre, Landing, 
N. J. (3-8). 

On Monday Next, by Philip pe 
a? Players, Suffern, N. 

-W) 

Scribblers Three, by Hunter 
Blore Beaton — Barter Theatre, 
Abingdon, Va. (3-5). 

See You Tomorrow, by Ned Arm- 
strong—Putnam County Playhouse, 
Mahopac, N. Y. (4-9). 

Three-Toed Pony, by Sidney 
Michaels — Berkshire Playhouse, 
Stockbridge, Mass. (3-8). 

Winter Palace, by Angus Bailey 
and Wilbur Lewis — Robin Hood 
Theatre, Arden, Del. (3-8). 

With Drums and Colours, by 
Romeo Muller—Theatre Go Round, 
Virginia Beach, Va. (4-8). 

(NEXT WEEK) 

Captain Ahab, by Tyrus Hillway 
— Starlight Wharf Theatre, Nan- 
tucket, Mass. (10-15). 

Great Scott, by Easter Yagiia 
and Bob Holton—Great Neck (L. |.’ 
Summer Theatre (10-15). 

Here We Come Gathering, 
Philip King—Dobbs Ferry (N 
Playhouse (14-16). 

High Time, revue — Sacandaga 
Park (N. Y.) Summer Theatre 
(10-15), 

Make Momma Happy, by Georse 
Baxt—Lakeside Theatre, Landing, 


by 
yY) 


N..J. (10-15). 

One Thing After Another, revi? 
—Ogunquit (Me.) Playhouse (1\- 
15). (Tryout reviewed in VARIELY 

| July a, 53). 

Pursuit of Happiness — Lake 
Shore Playhouse, Derby, N. Y- 
(11-16). 

See You Tomorrow, by Ned 


Pla 
(10-15 

by Mike 
Mowell — 
m, oy 


house, Mahopac, N. Y. 

Solomon Grundy, 
Stewart and Shelie: 
Arena Theatre, Rochester, 
(11-16). 

Stray Seed, by Milton Kramer— 
Great Neck (L. I.) Summer Theatre 
(10-15). 

Thirteen Clocks, by James Thu’- 
ber (adapted by Frank Lowe and 
Robert Gallico) — Barter Theatre, 
Abingdon, Va. (10-16). 

Three Storics High, by Winifred 
Wolfe—Grist Mill Playhouse, And- 
over, N. J. (10-15). 
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‘Can-Can’ Dancing 
To 106 Wkly. Gain 


“Can-Can,” playing to consistent 
.tandee trade at the Shubert, N. Y., 


is averaging over $10,000 a week | 


operating profit. For its first seven- 
and-a-half weeks through June 27, 
the Cole Porter-Abe Burrows musi- 
totalled $381,308 gross (capacity 
«as $376,200) ‘and netted $78,188. 
left 76,052 still to be 


. 7 


al A 
’ ped on the Cy Feuer-Ernest 
} Martin production, which was 
{ ced at $300,000 and cost $254.- 
240 as of opening night in New 
. Show’s assets include $25,000 


reserve, $36,380 in bonds and 
sits, $8,239 in accounts receiv- 

$4.254 unexpired insurance 
i $50.075 cash available for dis- 
tribution. 

Musical is currently in its 14th 


week on Broadway. 


Dobbs Ferry Silo House, 
Ex-Smithy Shop, Offers 
Year-Round Stock Legit 


4 122-seat, English-etyled theatre. 
probably one of the smallest legit 
showcases in the country, is cur- 





rently operating in Dobbs Ferry, | 


N. Y., on a year-round stock pro- 
duction basis. 
smith shop, this small-seater is one 


of a handful of legiters throughout | 


the country offering stock presen- 
tations on a fulltime schedule. 
ragged the Dobbs Ferry Playhouse, 
it was originally converted into a 
theatre around 1920, and began its 
present stock operation last No- 
vember. 

During the past nine months, the 
theatre, utilizing Equity members, 


has presented “Peg O’ My Heart,” | 
“Harvey,” | 


at 8:30,” 
Again,” “Night Must 
and “‘Candida,” among others. 


“Tonight 
“Goodbye 
Fall 


A trvout of Peter De Fault’s “See | 
You in Canaan” was recently of- | 
| Donald Wood and Robert Webber, 


fered at the spot, and the eastern 
preem of Philip King’s “Here We 


Come Gathering” is set to open | 


there Friday ‘7). House has also 
presented one musical, 
Never Know,” a revamp of Cole 
Porter’s “Candlelight,” which fol- 
Jowed its run there with a three- 
week tour of highschool auditori- 
ums in Westchester and the Bronx. 
Last week, for two nights start- 
ing Wednesday (29), the theatre 
switched from a routine theatrical 
offering to a one-man show, with 
Albert Dekker taking the spotlight 
ir readings from American authors 
and poets, notably Mark Twain. 
Dekker’s selections and delivery 
were interesting and at times stim- 
ulating. However, the approxi- 
mately two hours of recitation be- 
came a little tiring during its final 
stages. It’s questionable whether 
pruning of the material and sub- 
stitute selections in some instances 
would meet the requirements of 
Broadway audiences. Show im- 
presses as an okay bet for a sfMall 
theatre, such as is found off-Broad- 
way, 
_ Though Dekker toured last year 
in a program of solo readings, his 
slate didn't include any theatrical 
engagements in N. Y. However, he 
did do a reading stint at the Vil- 
lage Vanguard, N. Y., during the 
early part of ’52. His performance 
at that time ran for about 20 min- 
utes and was predominantly fla- 


vored with selections from Edgar | 


Allen Poe. This trip around, he’s 
got Poe playing support for Twain. 

Under production reins of Wil- 
lard Merrill and Jim McKenzie, the 
Playhouse puts together its offer- 


A onetime black- | 


Southern Resort Town 


Stock Company Riding 
Out Sluggish Getaway 


Myrtle Beach, S. C., Aug. 4. 
With half of its scheduled sum- 
|mer season over, the Carolina 
Circle Theatre, a new show busi- 
ness venture at this Southern re- 
sort town, is taking stock. 





| Grosses have been improving 
Steadily since the theatre-in-the- 
round group opened with its first 
play, “Bell, Book and Candle.’ 
June 20, starring Robert Preston 
and Catherine Craig. The glitter- 
ing, SRO premiere was followed 
by a somewhat sluggish run. and 
the same was true about the suc- 
ceeding offering, “Philadelphia 
Story,” with Louise Allbritton, 
Biz began perking up in ihe 
third week with “Glad Tidings,” 
starring Sidney Blackmer and 
Suzanne Kaaren. Fourth week 


saw a drop from previous averages 
with “Gramercy Ghost,” though 
through no fault of its star, John 
Dall. 


_ The next week, company hit the 
jackpot with Veronica Lake in “I 
Am A Camera.” Backers also had 
reasons to applaud, since 
helped “Camera” gross almost $9- 
000, or over capacity. House, 
453-seater, needs about $6,000 per 
week to break even. 
Sam McCulloch, who started out 
company’s publicity man. 
taken over as producer from Wyatt 
Dickerson, Jr. Dropped from the 
resident theatre comp. iy were 
| Douglas Rutherford and his wife, 
Johanna Douglas, both of whom 
played supporting roles in several 
| productions. 

Rest of the season is now set 
with only one play, “Hasty Heart,” 
listed as uncertain. Opening today 
(4) is “Summer and Smoke,” with 
| Joan Gray, running through Aug. 
9, followed by ‘John Loves Mary,” 
with Peggy Ann Garner, Aug. 11- 
116; “Hasty Heart,” with Dickie 
Moore, Aug. 18-23; “Harvey,” with 
Frank McHugh, Aug. 25-30: and 
“Moon Is Blue,” with Joan Gray, 


| 


as 


Sept. 1-6. 


Theatre is backed by 


Greensboro, N. C., industrialists 





College Play 





The Shorn Lambs 


Westwood, Cal., July 29. 
UCLA Dept. of Theatre Arts production 
of drama in three acts (five scenes) by 
John Mock. Directed by Melvyn Helstien 
Setting by Nina Skoleky. At Rovee Hall, 
UCLA, Westwood, Cal., July 29, 53; $2.40 


top. 

BNE: ccc sceeyeeeseseces . Lenore White 
SOMR EOD 2c scccocccscecen Jack Fogarty 
MEME EMMY ..caccascvacseses Doryis Dann 
Charles Lamb ..,.......... Burt Metcalfe 


. Audrey Lazier 
Julian Burton 


Pee MOE . 6 oc cee sccee 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge.. 


Porter herr James Butcher 
George Dyer .. 
Mr. Richardsom .........0+¢ David Farley 


There are commercial possibili- 
ties in this new John Mock script, 
but the story editor turned play- 
wright will have to revert to his 
old craft for a while to realize 
the potential inherent in “The 
'Shorn Lambs.” He starts off with 
ia decided plus factor — a subject 
| hitherto untouched in the theatre 
‘and one laden with dramatic values. 

The “Lambs” of the title 
: 19th century’ essayist 
| Lamb and his sister Mary. Mock's 
| script deals with the three-day pe- 
|riod in their lives when Charles 
|} reaches a decision to marry the 





|} actress Fanny Kelly, and the play 
| is based largely on the Lamb letter 
| of proposal which was unearthed 
jin recdnt years. The time is 1806, 


(in the East India Co. by day and 


she | 


t } 


when Lamb was a struggling clerk 





‘Brigadoon’ $23,500, D.C; | 
‘Burning’ 546, Olney 


Washington, Aug. 4. 

Olney Theatre grossed a _ nice 
$5,500 last week for the third week 
of “Lady's Not for Burning,” with 
indications that this fourth and 
final week would also draw good 
business to the Maryland straw: | 
hatter. 

The four-week run of “Burning” 
will probably break all Olney rec- 





ords. No play was ever booked ) I] ’ 38 600 ° Sth D.C 
there for more than two weeks 0 $ ; Mm. Ve 
before. “Happiest Days of You ; 

Life,” with Isobel Elsom starring Week, See Record Gross 
goes into the theatre next week ; 

Fine boxoffice was reported last : Washington, Aug. 4 
week for the opening stanza ol Guys and Dolls” may run =P 
“Brigadoon,” the Washington Thea ill-time gross for a legit or mu 
tre Festival's newest attraction al sical show in Washington by the 
the Carter Barron Amphitheatre ime it finishes its extended run 
Musical drew fine reviews in the the National Theatre 
local papers and attracted $23,500 Show, which did $38,600 for the 
through the wickets, best single fifth week of what was originally 
week since the opening in mid-)| booked as a Six-week stand, has 


June. Operation, which has been in been extended for two additional 


the red for several weeks, showed | Weeks. This will carry it through 
a profit on this one. “Brigadoon” is | Saturday, Aug. 22. For the last 
currently in its second and last | (wo weeks, “Guys” is dropping its 
i week. Wednesday matinee and — sub- 
na innit stituting Sunday night perform 
6 . ances on Aug. 9 and 16 
73 600 Success of “Dolls” is regarded 
aces 9 9 is proof that top musicals with 


} 
| 
} 
| 
} 
| 


has | 


; son 
| ized, 


| 
| 


| 


William | 
| Anderson and W. Griswold Smith. 
“You'll | 


original Broadway casts can oper 


‘ 9 @ | ate profitably in Washington tor 

more than the normal two-week | 

Pal $18 1H) Chi bookings. This was shown in the 

b $ ispring of 1952 when Ethel Mer 

Nae j}man played for smash weeks in 

Chicago, Aug. 4 “Call Me Madam" and was fol- 

Loop. playhouses suffered an-| Jowed up by three very big weeks 
other lacklustre week, with the! for “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” 


bow of Cinerama adding 
competition somewhat. 
Intensely hot weather hasn't 
helped to quicken the pace, and 
the much-anticipated  tourist-sea- 
upswing never has material- 


the | 


‘CARMEN’ COPS HOT 576 
_ IN TORRID ST. LOU WEEK 


St. Louis, Aug. 4 
All-English version of “Carmen” 


to 


Estimates for Last Week 
Maid in the Ozarks, Selwyn (13th } 


wk) ($4.20); 1,000). Still strong on copped plaudits from crix here last 

twofers, holding at $9,700. ,; week, and = word-of-mouth — bally 

New Faces, Great Northern (14th hypoed the seven-night frame, de 

wk) ($5.00; 1,600). Slips to $23,600 |spite more than 100 degree tem- 

Pal Joey, Shubert ($5.00: 2.100) | perature, to aswell gross” of 

(10th wk) (Harold Lang). Dropped | #Ppreximately $57,000 at the Mu 

to $18,100. ; | nicipal Theatre Assn.’s al fresco 

ei AK seinen cas itheatre in Forest Park Jean 

| Maderia, Robert Rounseville, Ed 

‘CRAZY’ FINE $38 200 IN iward Roeker, Anne Bollinger and 

’ |} Eileen Shauler were standouts in 

lead roles. Michael Maule and Nina 

SECOND DALLAS WEEK Novak, ballet artists, also scored 

solidly. 

; — Dallas, Aug. 4 First local presentation in out 

State Fair Musicals’ fourth sum- | door theatre of “One Touch of 

i mer production, “Girl Crazy, Venus” teed off a week's flame last 
grossed a fine $38,200 for its sec- | night (Mon.) 


jand Margaret Whiting costarred in 


} 
| 


/opened a fortnight’s run last night 





| 
} 


... Donald Danforth | Sigmund Romberg operetta, nex 


are | 
Charles 


-| grossed a good $14,900 last week. 


| 


ond and_ closing 
Sunday matinee (2) 


week through | 


vested" Pacific? $25,700 For 
| 10th Week in Detroit 


the Gershwin reVival here, sup- 
ported by Ann Crowley, Stanley 
Prager, Ferdi Hoffman, Norbert 


Winkler and Atkins & Coles. 


Fourth revival of “New Moon” Detroit, Aug. 4 


The 2,050-seat Shubert grossed 


B’way Sinks Again in Summer Slump; 
‘Juliet’ $44,300, ‘S.P.’ $25,100, ‘P&B 176 
Season’ OK $18,600, ‘Murder’ $14,600 


SY 


Broadway continued = its July 
downspin last week. Most shows 
sagged again, some hittir new 
iows, but a few registered es 
There were again two ellouts, 
Wondertul Town" and Can 
Can 

Aiftendance was general down 
sharply for the first part of last 
week, but picked up for both pet 
formances Saturday (1 the 
weather turned cool any reat 
ening Indications are ade 
will hold about even this and 
begin to show signs of! ivity 
next week 

Estimates for This Week 

Keus: C (Comedy), D ¢(Draina), 
CD (‘Comedy-Drama), R erne), 
MC (Musical Comedy) 1) (Mue 
sical Drama), O (Onera?) 

Other parenthetic de ations 
refer, respectively to fop prices; 
number of seats, capaci!) cross 
and stars Price itnelu 20% 
amusement tax, but cer es are 

et 1¢ erclustve of ta 

Can-Can, Shubert wk) 
MC'-8$7.20: 1.361; $50,160 Nearly 
$50.900 previous week, $50 800) 
with theatre parties completed 
some weeks ago, show | been 
strictly on its own 

Dial M for Murder, Pivmouth 
(40th wk) (D-$4.80; 1.062: $29 815) 
‘(Maurice Evans) Iinder 814.600 
previous week, $16.300) 

Fifth Season, Cort ("8th wk) (C- 
$4.80 1.056; $25,277) lenasha 
Skulnik Richard Whort Over 
$18.600 (previous weel £17. 900). 

King and I, St. James (l?3rd wk) 
(MD-$7.20; 1,57] $5717) «Yul 


Brynner Over 
week, $30,500). 
Me and Juliet, Majesti: 


$27 300 (previous 


'Oth wk) 


(MC-87.20; 1.510; $58 000 Over 
$44.300 (previous week, £47,500) 

My 3 Angels, Morosen ‘Clst wk) 
((’-$4. 80; 935: $24.952) linger $9- 

} O00 (previous week, £9.C00 

Pienie, Music Box ved owhk) 
(C'1)-$6-$4.80; $27,534). Under $21.- 
200 (previous week, $21 500 

Porgy and Bess, YViecteld (21st 
wk) (O-$6: 1,628: $48.244 Over 
$17,000, excluding ta revions 
week, $16,700) 

Seven Year Itch, Filton (37th 
wk (C’-$6-$4 80 1.063 ©°4 400) 
Tom Ewell. Almost $22 990 (pre- 

i vious week 22,900) 

South Pacifie, Broadway (219th 
wk) (MC-$6-$4.80. 1.900 14 O00) 
(Martha Wright, Georve Mritton) 
Just lipped $25.100 revious 


‘Mon.) in State Fair Auditorium, $25,700 in the 10th week of “South 

with Brian Sullivan and Rosemary | Pacific,” starring Jeanne Ball and | 

Kuhlmann costarring. Jim Maw-| Webb Tilton. Ticket scale top is 

thorne, Maria Karnilova, Guy | $4.80. 

Spaull, Howard Morris, Beatrice| Two important changes in the 

Arthur, Mare Breaux, Priscilla | cast will occur after the termina- 
tion of the run here. Show has! 


tree weeks to go. Robert Emmett 
Keane, who has played the role of 
Brackett ever since “South 


Morrill, Howard Jarrett and od 
bert Winkler act as support in the | 
to-closing production of the 2th! Capt 
Musicals’ season here. | Pacific” opened in April, 1950, will 
retire from the cast during the 
Toronto engavement. He will be 





‘Mineic’ ireplaced | ss Brown. 
Al Fresco “Music” $14,900 ji ethins fron the. company, 


| will be Will Irwin, musical con- 
In Its Toronto Stanza ductor. He will be replaced by} 
- Phil Ingalls, who was musieal di- 
Toronto, Aug. 4. te: ag . ay oy | 
With Monday a civic holiday, ented of “Walt Me Madam 
prelude to fortnight’s vacation of 


all major Canudian unions, Melody 
Fair’s seventh summer production, 
Hammerstein-Kern’s ‘Music in the 
Air.” starring Ira Petina, still 


‘Walt’ $40,000, Frisco; 
‘Ladies’ 12G on . .wofers 
San Francisco, Aug. 4. 
At $340 top, musical drew rave} “Carnival In Flanders,” with 
notices for the 1.800-seater for Miss | Dolores Gray and John Raitt, the 
Petina, plus Ralph Herbert, Viviane | second in the Civic Light Opera 





Bauer and Helen Clayton; but | Series, opened last night (Mon.) at 
there was practically nobody in , the Curran. 
nes F c | “The Great Waltz” completed its 


fourth and final frame Saturday at 


Gil Lamb is current in “Con-| : ; “pg 
the Curran, maintaining its steady 


necticut Yankee,” with Helen Clay- 





week, $24,700) 

Wish You Were Here, tii perial 
(O8th wk) (MC-$7.20: 1.400: $52.,- 
O#O) Under $24,400 (previous 
week, $24,900) 

Wonderful Town, Wiiter Gar- 
den (23rd wk) (MC-57 20. 1.510: 
$54.173) (Rosalind Rusecol!). Nearly 


$55.200 ‘previous week, $55.200), 


‘Dolls’ NSG $21,300, 


‘Carnival 336, L.A. 


4 
town this 


Los Anyeles 
Sinall-seaters rule the 


Auy 


,; weck as the downtown houses re- 
cover from two of the most disas- 
trous bookings in recent local leit 
histors Touring losses here for 
the last four weeks exceeded 
$65,000. Only continuing offering 
here is “Mister Roberts” at Las 


Palmas. “The Infernal Machine” 
opens Thursday (6) at the 490-seat 
Ivar and the 4.400-seat Greek The- 
atre (open-air) rekindles tomorrow 


‘Wed. with the Fujiwara Opera 
Co. from Tokyo in “Mme. But- 
terfly.” “Pal Joey” opens at the 


Greek Aug. 31, with Harold Lang. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Carnival in Flanders, Philnar- 


“monic Aud (4th wk) ($4.80: 2.670). 


ery - weekly cost of about a writer by night. Plot revolves | ton, Ludie Claire, Sherry O'Neil | pace. chalking up a solid $160,000 | 
leatre can do a capacity | around the strange relationship be-! 2nd Duncan Noble, with Miss Pe-| for the four weeks. 

biz of $2,400 weekly. Usual week- | tween the essayist and his neurotic } tina laying off for the week. | Estimates for Last Week 

' take runs from 50-75° of, sister, and her ee | : ; mates vo er ben wk) 

capacity. Productions are put on! scheming to prevent the marriage. | : ‘ | (M-$4.80; 1,775) ‘Dorothy Kirsten, 

for two weeks each, with aati | At the moment, the script suffers | ‘Park’ Perks Starlight | John Charles Thomas). Still $40,- 

mance given Friday through Sun-| from an excessive verbosity in the /000. Previous week, $40,000. 


da. 


end 


In addition to playing week- 
_the house caters to benefits 
en other nights. Jess. 


S 





‘Firefly’ Fine $26,000 


For Week at Louisville changes. 


Louisville, Aug. 4. 
Firefly,” perennial fave, and 
rad bill at Irequeis Amphithea- 
on @ seven-performance week 
ming Monday (27) and winding 
8 Sunday (2), drew a goo 
-".000. Standouts in the east were 
; Hunt and Robert Shafer. 

Louisiana Purchase,” with Billy 
lett, is attraction for the fourth 
“eck, which started Monday (3). 


‘ 


® 





| initial act and the lack of a satis- 


| factory showdown scene between 
| the principals in the third act. 
Mock's careful 

facile dialog, however, 


difficulty making the necessary 

Collegiate cast doesn’t always 
| show off the play to best advan- 
‘tage and Melvyn Helstien’s direc- 
j tion is a trifle too loose. Of the 
thesps, Burt Metcalfe as Lamb and 
| Audrey Lazier as the actress show 
| the most promise. Production bene- 
‘fits considerably from an excellent 


| 


construction _and \light Theatre and its sixth produc- 
indicate | tion, “Up in Central Park,” which 
} that he shouldn't have too much | closed a week's run in the theatre 


' 
} 


j 


| 


| single set designed by Nina Skolsky | 
, (daughter 
' Skolsky), 
’ applause. 


of columnist Sidney 
which evokes spontaneous 
Kap. 


‘are leads. 


|Park” got good performances from | 


In Kaycee With $52,000 Good Night Ladies, Geary (4th 
Kansas City, Aug. 4. | wk) (C-$3.60; 1,550). Up to $12,000, 

orke ” for Star-| on two-for-one ticket policy. Pre- 

Biz_perked a bit for the me , Pious week, $11,000. 


‘Jamie’ $25,000, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. 
“Three Wishes for Jamie” was a 
disappointment last week at Pitt 
Alan Carney, Walter Long, Betty Stadium, getting a meagre $25,000. 
Ann Busch, Joe Macaulay, Richard | Although all six performances were 





in Swope Park Sunday (2). “Park” | 
grossed $52,000, a considerable | 
boost over the previous week's “On 
Your Toes,’ the season’s low spot. | 


Atkinson, Jap Velie and Nine given, threatening weather held 
Olivette. 'down attendance. 
Seventh show of the season 1S Closing of the Boulevard of the 


Allies, main thoroughfare from the 
downtown district. has been a nega- 
tive factor for the Civic Light 
)}Opera series all summer. 


“New Moon,” which opened Mon- 
day night (3) for a seven-night run. 
Victoria Sherry and Walter Cassel 


Down to $33,000, giving ‘t a four- 
week total of $145,400. Civie Light 


Opera Assn. had guaranteed the 
. Show's expenses plus %6.250 per 
week. Run thus leaves CLO in the 


below 


' wk) ($3.60 


red approximately $60,000. Moved 
to San Francisco over the weekend. 

Guys and Dolls, Biltmore (5th 
wk) ($4.20; 1,636). Up slightly to 
$21,300, but the four and one-half 
week total of $92,600 is still $10,000 
operating costs. Finaled 
Saturday (1). 

Mister Roberts, Las Palmas (6th 
400). Nice $5,450, prof- 
itable and holds over 

N. Y. City Ballet, Greek Theatre 
(4th wk) $3.50; 4,400). Whopping 
$53.075 for the final six performe 
ances, with standees every night, 
to give it a $188,800 total. In on 
flat guarantee and expenses, stan 
means a profit to the house of 
around $40,000. 
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Seribblers Three jlacks the gusto and pixie-like 
deadline. It might have been a quality the character demands. Jill 


snappy one-acter 
Blore, cast as senior writer of the 
three-cousin team, has lines which 
he delivers with relish. In the first 
act they’re enough to carry the 
wrangiing along on a comic plane, 
but in the second and third, sitting 
and talking becon interminable. 
A plot is dragged in when the 
writers discover that the girl- 
cousin’s landlord was leader of a 
famous robbery. The landlord taps 
the phone and threatens death. A 
next-door apartment neighbor of 
férs slapstick relief to the endless 
chatter but does nothing fd¥ plot 
except prolong the weary thing 
Same effect is accomplished by a 
siting man-collecting beauty 
Owen Phillips directs to get as 
much action as ne can out of the 
script. Jerry Oddo does the funny 
business of the neighbor wiih fault- 
less timing. June Moncur, Barter’s 
leading lady for the season, matches 
up well with Blore in the part of 
the girl-cousin. Only weak spot in 
the casting is Howard Hunter as 
the third writer. Blanche McKin 
ney is in perfect character as the 
beauteous man-collectot Frank 
Lowe and Lauren Farr are compe- 


tent as a Fuller brush man and 
landlord 

Blore’s reputation as an actor 
cannot suffer from this venture, 


but as a whole the vehicle is un- 
worthy of his talents Ande. 


Too Much Amphiitryon 
Lake Mahopac, N. Y., Aug. 1. 


Putnam County Playhouse presentation 
of comedy in three acts by George Maxim 
Ross. Directed by Wendell K 
lighting by Don Abrams. At 


Phillips; | 
Putnam | 


| rected, 


show. But to a first-nighter return- | 
jing after more than a year for a| 
followup visit, the Arthur Kober- 


|laboration is even better than the | 
indicated. It} 


County Playhouse, Lake Mahopac, N.Y., | 
Aug 

Mercury Richard Etlinger 
Jupiter Tom McDermott 


seer , Saul Touster 
; Mary Hayden 
. Richard Poston 


Kephalos 
Galanthis 
Amphitryon 


Sn” s¢s-etecaaneces Jill Miller 
EE ici ho ea ee e Pat Bassett 
Anaxo Osceola Archer 
Kolkis Jack Friend 


The subject of the licentious | 


cavorting of the = ancient 
especially the legendary tale of 
Jupiter's visit to the bedroom of 
the wife of Amphitryon, the The 
bean warrior, has fascinated play- 


gods, | 


wrights from B. C. to 3-D. It 
has been attempted, with varying |} 
degrees of success, by such stal- 
warts as the Roman. playwright 
Plautus, Dryden Moltere, Jean 
Giraudoux, S. N. Behrman = and 


several dozen lesser-known scrive- 
ners. A new version, perhaps the 
39th based on the Amphitryon 


legend, was unveiled for strawhat | 


fans last week at the Putnam 


County (N. Y.) Playhouse. 

The first-produced play by 
George Maxim Ross, it's dubbed 
“Too Much Amphityon.” It's an 


appropriate title, for Ross’s effort 
is a dull, plodding piece that may 
result in bringing to an end the 
Amphitryon = line It is neither 
satirical nor farcial, qualities that 
may have been extracted from the 
original legend. Author perhaps 
may have intended to use the 
Greek legend to present a modern 
point of view. If he did, it missed 
this reviewer completely, Play is 
overloaded with fanciful verbiage 
and unintelligible illusion. 

The entire effort can be chalked 
up as a mistake since neither the 
production nor the thesping offer 
any assistance. Tom McDermott's 
too serious portrayal of Jupiter 


BE OWN BOSS 

Own your hotel - motel - apartment 
(100% occupied), Make $18,000- 
$36,000 net according ability (income 
doubled if permanents chanaed to 
transits). Live ideal city, 50 miles 
US. largest mede lake, atomic, in- 
dustrial projects, Highway 41 between 
Chicago-Florida. Veterans disability 
forces sacrifice at third cost, 35,000 
square foot hotel. air conditioned, 
steam heat, private doorway parking. 
Little cash or anything value down. 
Do you know anyone who will split 
profits with you who has something 
as down payment, balance $300.00 
month plus 4%, Priced third original 
cost $100,000. Take boat, diamonds, 
resort, have you, must have 
rest, leave at once. Write owner— 





what 





Town House ‘Madisonville, Ky. 


| 
| 


| tionally, he 


Miller is woefully miscast as Alk- 


| mene, Amphitryon’s young bride. 


Richard Poston’s Amphitryon lacks 
stature and his portrayal is addi- 
tionally marred 
toward mugging. Jack Friend, 
garbed as a refugee from an Art 
Students League ball, unneces- 
arily hams up the role of an 
ancient priest. Richard Etlinger, 
as Mercury, and Saul Touster, as 


Amphitryon’s servant, fail to im-| 
press Osceola Archer, as Alk- 
mene’s mother, is occasionally 
effective. Only standout is Mary 


Hayden, who gets the most of the 
role as Alkmene’s lady-in-waiting 

Wendell K. Phillips, who di- 
tried hard, but obviously 
hadn't much to work with 
and costumes are adequate, 


Holl. 





Legit Followup 





Wish tou Were Here 
(IMPERIAL, N. Y.) 

Since the ticket-buying 
has already reversed the 
unanimous critical 
musical, it's 
“Wish You 


public 
almost 
reaction to the 
hardly news 
Were Here” is a good 


Joshua lLogan-Harold Rome _  col- 
popular acceptance 
may not be—in fact is is not—a 
great show, but it is unquestion- 
ably a bright, lively, tuneful, en- 
gaging and very entertaining one. 
It deserves its success, beyond a 
It deserves its RCA and NBC-pro- 
moted success, beyond a doubt 
Despite Logan's 
cized revisions and 
staging, the specific 
not outstanding 
overall effect is 
proved, so what 
ceptable show 
now a diverting, 


repeated re 
changes are 
However, the 
notably im 
was a merely ac- 
opening night is 
more than 


a merited success, with quality 
enough for many more months of 
protitable business. 

Principal changes, musically, are 
the substitution of a new number, 
“There's Nothing Nicer Than Peo- 
ple,” sung by the two leading 
girls, instead of the counterpoint 


“Goodbye Love” sung by the same | 


pair, early in the show, and the 
addition of another new one, a 
be-bop song and dance reprise of 
“Where Did the Night Go?” 
the finale 


Perhaps more important, if not | 
quile so apparent, are numerous 
book revisions and restaged 
scenes. Former clarify the situa- 


tions and characters admirably and 
the latter, particularly 
swimming pool again. for the 
finale, provide additional flash. 

Revisit to “Wish” merely rein- 
forces one negative reaction to the 
musical, however. That is in the 
matter of the undercasting of the 
show. Without belaboring the un- 
kind point unduly, just note for 
the record that, except for Sheila 
Bond, who's a good, solid profes- 
sional hoofer, there's not an out- 
standing performer in the com- 
pany, and nothing suggesting a po- 
tential star. 


Frank Aletter, a bit player 
Since the show opened, is cur- 
rently playing the part of Itchy 


Flexner, the social director, while 
Leo de Lyon is on leave of ab- 
sence, and is a notably acceptable 
substitute He's a reasonably 
funny comic and puts over the ‘“So- 
cial Director’ and “Don Jose” 
numbers effectively enough. Addi- 
adds acceptability to 


the minor romantic angle be- 
,tween that character and_ the 
j}amiable tramp played by Miss 
Bond. 


Apparently Logan, normally a 
demon for checkup. visits and 
brushup rehearsals with his shows, 
has been too busy recently with 
his coming “Kind Sir’ and the 
subsequent “Fanny” to take an 
unannounced gander at 
A few of the boys and girls have 


been adding what thie late George | 
M. Cohan called “imp: ovements,” | 


'and Paul Valentine, as the lecher- 


ous cloak-and-suiter is 


having 
himself a field-day. 


Hobe. 











CAB CALLOWAY 


“Porgy and Bess”’ 
21st Week ZIFGFELD, NEW YORK 








Sportin’ Life 








“He is ‘incisively enjoyable’.” 


—Rowland Field, Newark, N. J.. News 


by a predilection | 


Lighting | 


that | 


widely-publi- | 


satis- | 
fying musicomedy rolling along as | 


near | 


using the | 


“Wish.” | 


US. TRIO SET FOR LEADS 


full, with 2% i ’ 
| IN ‘MADAM’ DOWN UNDER | ee and saenee bedi hold | 


Sid Lawson, of the summer tour- 


| ing company of “Gentlemen Prefer | 


lian production of “Call Me Ma-' 


|}dam.” Rene Paul, TV actor, has 
been inked for the Paul Lukas part. 
Both actors were pacted by Dor- 
othy Stewart, N. Y. rep for the 
J. C. Williamson chain, which will 
present “Madam” Down Under. 
They left the U. S. last weekend, 
and are due in Australia Saturday 
(8). 

Show will open Sept 
Majesty’s, Melbourne, 
Hayes (also American 
Merman lead role. 


5 at Her 
with Evie 
in the Ethel 


Future B’way Openings 


Guys and Dolls (reopening), 46th 
St., Aug. 24 
Hazel Flagg (reopening), Hellin- 


ger, Sept. 1. 
Anna Russell’s Little Show, Van- 
derbilt, Sept. 8. 
Carnival in 
Sept. 8 

On Earth As in Heaven, Broad- 
hurst, Sept. 29 

Pin to See the Peep Show, Play- 
house, Sept. 17. 

Tea and Sympathy, 
| Sept. 30. 
| Daphne, 
Sept. 30. 

Three Stories High, unspecified 
i theatre, Oct. 1. 

Paradise Question, 
theatre, Oct. 8. 


Flanders, Century, 


Barrymore, 


unspecified theatre, 


unspecified 


Ladies of the Corridor, unspeci- | 


| fied theatre, Oct. 14. 


Late Love, unspecified theatre, 


Oct. 13. 
Little Hut, Coronet, week of 
1 Oct. 12. 


| Teahouse of the August Moon, 
Martin Beck, Oct. 15 

Oh Men, Oh Women, unspecified 
theatre, week of Oct. 19. 

To Charlie, With Love, unspeci- 
fied theatre, week of Oct. 19 

Gentle Does It, Playhouse, Oct. 
26. 

Sherlock Holmes, unspecified 
| theatre, week of Oct. 26. 
| Sabrina Fair, National, Oct. 27 
| Girl Can Tell, unspecified thea- 
tre, Oct. 29 

Escapade, Avon, Nov. 2 

Solid Gold Cadillac, unspecified 
theatre, Nov. 4 

Kind Sir, Alvin, Nov. 4 

All Summer Long, 
theatre, week Of Nov. 9 

Black Candle, unspecified thea- 
the, week of Nov. 23. 
| Caine Mutiny Court Martial, un- 


| specified theatre, early January. 


| 











‘Samarkand’ 








Blondes,” has been signed for the | 
| Russell Nype role in the Austra- | 


unspecified | 
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end of the profits from the produc- 
tion. Profits from the first part- 
nership (that is, the one owning 
the script) will be split 75-25 be- 
tween the general partners and 
limited partners. However, if 
Becker and Miller don’t produce 
“Samarkand” themselves, but turn 
j it over to some other management 
| which won't agree to the 10°) slice 





of his end, the split between gen- | 


eral and limited partners will be 


6214-37!2 instead of 75-25. 
56-Yr. Copyright 


| 
| 
| By purchasing the play outright, | 


| Becker and Miller will control the 


|copyright for 56 years, instead of | 


the normal 
|a producer. 


18 years allowed for 
Also, they have artis- 





| tic control of the property, so they | 


ican have it adapted to suit them- 
‘selves, rather than get a version 
| Suitable to the original author. 
| They also have a free hand in cast- 
| ing, direction, sale of the film, 
|television and other subsidiary 
| rights. 

Since there will be a $5,000 op- 
tion on the adapted version of the 
| script for production, that will pro- 
vide a 20°) return to the backers 
, of the original partnership as soon 

as the second partnership (which 
will produce the play) is capital- 
\ized. In addition, backers of the 
|first partnership will be repaid 
|} their investment before the gen- 
|}eral partners take any profit. If 
| necessary, the producer's share of 
|the profits from the produced play 
will be used for this purpose. 

| In addition, limited partners in 
(the first partnership, which owns 
| the script. will participate in the 
|royalties for 56 years, besides get- 
|ting the percentage of the show’s 























Mgt.: BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 





profits. Finally, if the adapted 











eee 





iscript is not produced within three 


wili include 10°% of the producer’s | 





| years, their investment in the first | 
partnership will be returned in 





Play Abroad | 


Carrington, V.¢. 

| dramatization of Jean Giano novel, London, July 30 
“Jean Le Blue,” which was pro- | The London Mask Theatre production 
|duced as a click French language | of drama in three acts by Dorothy and 
picture in 1940. They hope to have | Campbell Christie. Stars Alec Glunes. pj 


| rected by Charles Hickman. At Westmin 
it adapted for Broadway produc-| ster. London, July 31, ’53. $2 top. 





the English language rights to 
|*Baker’s Wife,”’ the Marcel Pagnol 








. ok! " . sends . | Sergeant Crane ......... Stuart Saunde; 
tion this season. Becker was for Ba Ck es ce ok Philip Pearman 
merly business manager for Joshua | Bombadier Owen ........ Victor Maddern 
Logan, and Miller is a director Evans biveaveuce@eesese Richard Davies 
He: ; WE Aitieriers an senae William Abney 
with CBS television. Lt.-Col. Henniker Allan Cuthbertson 
Major Maunsell . Mark Dignam 
| -__ _ _______ Capt. Foljambe Robert Bishop 
| 1 | Capt. Graham ........ Jenny Laird 
‘Ok! ty 4 D | og ta ee : Alec Clunes 
Major itche ‘ John Woo 
a oma 6a Mr. Tester Terry - . John Garsi : 
| | Brigadier Meadmore .. 


Arnold Be 
. Willoughby Gray 
Geoffrey Den 








umm continued from page 57 joo Col. Huxford 

; Major Panton 
Major Broke-Smith 
Valerie Carrington 





Lionel Jeffs on 
Rachel Gurn 


Riggs will not participate, as he 


sold his interest in the “Lilacs” pic 


rights to Metro — —— Given the right sort of treatment 
Play was never filmed, however, 


a court room melodrama invariab!, 
makes good theatre. Dorothy and 
Campbell Christie have done just 
that with their latest opus, “Car- 
rington, V.C.” which emerges as 
one of the most likely commercial 
prospects of the season. With some 
variations, it should stand a chance 
on Broadway and, at the same time, 


and the Guild and R & H_ subse- 
quently re-acquired the rights for 
$30,000, and that title is now a 
part of the Guild sale to the com- 
poser-lyricist combo. 

Deal for the sale of the ‘Okla- 
homa”’ screen rights to Magna is 
said to involve a price of $1,000,000. 
Since the producer's 40% share of 


that would ordinarily go to the provide the basis for a good film 
Guild, the present setup means 2 As a switch from the conven- 
saving of that much for R. & H.| tional court room meller, this 


concerned with the court marti:| 
of an army major. While there is 
occasionally too much emphasis on 
|the legal niceties, the subject of- 
2 fers an unusual and _ interestin 
From the Guild standpoint, the packground. Adroit writing aeares 
|deal is apparently advantageous | occasional changes of scene and 
chiefly on the basis of its capital | atmosphere. The action is only par- 
gains angle. That is, the Guild is/| tially confined to the court room 
passing up the 40% share of the|and there are behind-the-scene 
$1,000,000 film sale to Magna, but | closeups involving a dramatic mar- 
is offsetting it by paying a 25% | ital breakup between the major 
capital gains tax instead of a regu-| and his estranged wife. The open- 
lar income levy on the $851,000 ing scene particularly, which takes 
desl with R. & H. | place in a corridor in the barracks 
: . | establishes the principal! characters 
Despite this aspect of the situa-| and the atmosphere with remark- 
tion, there appeared a possibility | able precision. 
that some “Oklahoma” backers/ The central character in the 
might object to the outright sale | grama is Major Carrington. VC. 
of the property to R. & H., on the | who is charged with stealing pub- 
ground that the $851,000 return | jic money from the regimental sa{e 
would not compensate for the loss | His defense is based on the plea 
of revenue from the pending film} that the government owed him a 
sale, the scheduled resumption of | large sum and that he had warned 
the legit tour this season, and the | his commanding officer that, un- 
eventual royalties from stock and | less he helped him get this mone) 
amateur rights. One investor said | he would help himself to public 
that he and at least two other part- | + econghn yey | establishe d that 
ners in the venture are consider- CO. pet + gt feud oe pd 
ing legal steps to halt or at least stand "the SOG Mathes thar pt 
’ : : mahi ’ - q € Sucn 
delay the R. & H. transaction. a threat was ever made. Carring- 
Under the R. & H. management, | ton's last hope is his wife, but when 
“Oklahoma” is being cast this | she discovers that he has been un- 
week, goes into rehearsal next} faithful with a woman officer, she 
week and opens a three-week en- | declines to support him with het 
gagement Aug. 31 at N. Y. City | evidence. 
'Center, probably at $3 top. The; The dramatic intensity of the 
musical then goes on another na-| Subject is kept at a steady pitch. 
tionwide tour. Meanwhile, R. & H.| With comedy bits nicely timed to 
productions of “South Pacific” are | provide the relief. There is no con- 
playing on Broadway and the road, | cession to popular sentiment and 
and “King and I” and “Me and the “guilty” verditt, although 
J liet” Sreedwey | patently unjust, is in accord with 
,eunes Se Om y | the evidence. 
Off-B’way Show 
| the accused. Rachel Gurney’s inter- 
| pretation of the wife role is delib- 
erately conceived with slight emo- 
" ” tt ow | at the trial while Allan Cuthbert- 
Foot to the Sea,” it rates as one | con tvatlien the vindictive. mali- 
Greenwich Village. Play’s theme of eee, ae ee of art 
sy : -gae | StS includes Mar ignam, as the 
natural and unnatural sex UrBeS | Drosecuting attorney; Arnold Bell, 
some __ interesting 


Thus, the collaborators are in ef- 
fect reimbursed to the extent of 
$400,000 of their $851,000 outlay 
for the “Oklahoma” property. 








| A fine cast does full justice to 
the play, highlighted by a perform- 
ance of integrity and understand- 
ing by Alec Clunes in the role of 
One Foot to the Sea ote. a oe 
: , ional overtones, ut effectively 
(Originals Only, N. ¥.) | matches the mood of the yarn. Vic- 
Although scripter Hal Levitt IS} tor Maddern handsomely provides 
only getting his feet wet with “One | the lighter relief as a loyal witness 
of the better offerings introed by | cious colonel. 
| — ° vo P | 
| Originals Only during its four-to- | Jenny Laird’s performance as the 
five years of operation in N. Y.’s| other woman carries a measure 


provides mo- | as head of the court, and John Gar- 
ments, but as an overall work it side, as an urbane judge advocate. 
| lacks impact. Characters, except in | Charles Hickman has directed the 
two instances, fail to make any | Piece with commendable fluency. 


- , : Myro 
/notable impression. It’s an okay , 
lentry, however, for a house de- 
| voted to showcasing new plays and 
| talent. 


| A thorough production, consider- 
jing the limitations imposed by 
| Originals’ cramped quarters, gives | 
|'the work an added lift. Tom Hill, 
|org’s producer, also directed. Of 
| the performers, Donald Stuart and 
| Pat Crawford are standout. Former 
cast as a ship’s cook with unnatu- | 
'ral inclinations, displays strong | 
{acting ability, However, he has a 
itendency to muffle certain lines, | 


which needs ironing out. Miss | & authorised in Coliferia. vice’ 


here in 
\trayal of a prostie. to transfer and houl anywhere 
U.S! 


Plot deals with a group of men) 
; aboard an American cargo steamer |] © RATES ON REQUEST ! 


}docked in New York. Besides 
| Stuart, other crew members in-|] Atlantic Transfer Company 
clude James Roos, a youth attract- GEORGE CONANT 
ed to the cook. Roos has some 
effective moments, but the charac- | 601 East Sth Street 
'ter fails to hit home. Henry Los Angeles 12, Calif. 

MUtual 8121 or OXford 9-4764 











ADVANCE AGENTS ! 
COMPANY MANAGERS! 


We have been serving theatrica! 
shows for over 42 years. Ours ‘5 
the oldest, most reliable and ex 
perienced transfer company on the 
West Coast! 





Railroad privileges for handlirg 
shows and theatrical luggage 


© Complete warehouse facilities! 


| Miller's portrayal of a woman-| 
‘hungry seaman also misses. Jess. | 
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Now It’s ‘Yankee Yiddish’ — compact, thoughtfully-prepared 
Lawrence Lariar, vet cartoonist-| handbook is the work of an ex- 
vhodunit _ writer, has authored | perienced video producer-director. 
“yankee Yiddish,” with Michael| adams, who has been associated 
Merrit PS ee ee oe | with ABC-TV and DuMont in New 
ive yg Greenberg is distribut- York, writes comprehensively about 





; 


jishi ; 7 ithe TV station and its equipment 
*. | ; . 
ing at $1. As in the F. S. Pear-|hie ‘analyzes programming, | pic- 
son 2d-R. Taylor books, knowledge | j 0.54) ¢ mposition, lighting. camera 
$ hk . ‘ ya } al s Lbham. enaaa ae 
‘ .e basic language is incidental) Voie cpecial effects, a; ction ‘et 
unnecessary for appreciation |. Pe? Stork a oo oe 
P u ; : Res ea ing and writing. The value of net 
. double-entendres. The cy- . 
( le Gou . : =. | works, agencies and packagers in 
as also included other varia-| 974.05) production is a: =e 
hn jae one “fractured | ‘ ui au on 1S ass¢é sseq, ) 
’ — ; ; gether with discussions of budgets 
)” BOOK. I t contro 
riar. who won a Dodd, Mead and ons Seneem. 
J in 1933 for his mystery novel, To demonstrate his material 
‘rhe Man With the Lumpy Nose,” | Adams Pepesane See Gaaw Sietery of 
o bylined as Adam Knight, | one complete drama in the Robert 
ael Stark and Michael Law-| Montgomery series. The book is 
ce. As cartoonist he has been, illustrated with photographs and 
published in Collier's, Satevepost | Charts, D ing. 


d the New Yorker: for 13 years 
he has edited the “Best Cartoons 
i the Year” series; he was cartoon 
editor of Liberty for eight years, 
now director of a corre- 
ondence school of art. 


CHATTER 
|. Helen Itria ankled Look mag to 
Join the U-I foreign publicity staff 
| Virgil Meyers in Hollywood 
j}round up film tidings for 
-—- Times-Herald. 
David Loehwing, formei depart 


d is 
to 
the 





Cerf's Miniature Closeups 
Bennett Cerf, prez of Random 


House. is now doing a once-a-month ; M€nt editor for Quick, joined staft 

miniature closeup of show biz per- of Tempo magazine, successor to 

<onalities in his Cerf Board column Quick, 

for This Week. Most recently, he} New national monthly picture 

has anecdoted Jack Benny, Dorothy | mag, Wisdom, will be launched in 

Collins and Cary Grant. Upcoming | Beverly Hills in December, with 

are Oscar Levant and Vanessa} Leon Gutterman as editor. 

Brown profilettes. Ame ; _| Roland L. Hill, author of the 
Panelist on CBS-TV's “What's! Hillsway travel guide. touring the 


Line?” also has his King Fea- 
tures column, “Try And Stop Me,” 
syndicated to 600 newspapers, since | 
it was initiated nine years ago as 


Mi upper midwest gathering material 

for a sixth edition of his tome 
Hollywood Studio Publicity Di- 

rectors tossed a luncheon for Jean 


second serial rights’ culling of C. Herrick, who is moving to N. Y 
anecdotage from his books. las Look mag’s anetetant generai 
a en i | Manager, 
Walter C. Kelly’s Delayed Autobiog W. Edmunds Claussen. Penney} 
\ posthumous autobiography by | yania author sold his third hi: fais 
the late W alter C. Kelly, completed | 4) novel. “Ride the Dark Hill.” to 
by Scoop Conlon, Hollywood pub-/} pogq Mead & Co. It will be pub- 
licist, and George Kelly, his play-|jicshed in mid-winter. I 
wright brother, titled “Of Me gees e : 
Sing.” is being brought out by Dial | _ Eddy : Gilmore, former Asso- 
in October. The late George Ade | Clated Press bureau chief in Mos- 
did the intro. “The Virginia|©O’: !" from Europe yesterdays 
Judge,” as Kelly was known on the | ‘ Tues.) on the Ile de France, ac- 
bigtime vaudeville circuits, died at |©°™Panied by his wife. 
64 in 1939; Ade died in 1944 at 78.|_. Dance News (N. Y.) editor-pub- 


| lisher Anatole Chujoyv covering 
Canadian National Ballet at Jacob's 
| Pillow, Lee, Mass., this weekend 


He had written the intro in Florida 
in 1938 but Kelly’s family felt the 
biog should be held back for some 


years. for the Toronto Telegram. 
The same publisher will issue Villiam Goyen is working on a 
“Who, He?” a TV comedy, by! dramatization of his novel, “The 


Alfred Bester, a radio-TV scripter,| House of Breath,” which was pub- 
in mid-September. It has a first) lished by Random House in 1950 


prirting order of 10,000. | He expects to finish it early in 
Frederic (“The Hucksters’’) | September. 

M ikeman’s new novel Mandrake | American Weekly now distrib- 

Root” is also due for September by | uted by some 25 papers after the 

Dial, with a 25,000 print order, | Houston Chronicle joined the fold 

against a $10,000 initial advertising | week. AW’s 


1S 


| last circulation 


campaign, Dial is also publishing | now in excesss of 9,500,000, accord- 


another Mae Davis anthology of | ing to Heke 
stapes od alls ll publisher Robert D. Levitt. 
seri ig Sports Humor, “Say It Simon Sheib publishing and 


G. A. Mills editing new bi-monthly 
humor tab, The Suburban Slant, 
at 15c, “dedicated to the proposi- 
tion that, no matter what happens, 
the commuter always gets it in the 
caboose.” 

George Frazier, jazz aficiando, 
now with RCA Victor, has a piece | 
in September Esquire, “BG Rides | 
Again,” but utilizes the Benny 
Goodman springboard as a key to} 
reprise the yesteryear dance band 
cavalcade. 

Allen Chellas, editor of People 
Today, published by Hillman Peri- 
odicals, has been appointed edito- 





Mike Stern‘s Encore 

As a sequel to his ‘‘No Innocence 
Abroad,’ Michael Stern, roving 
European correspondent for Faw- 
cett Publications, is doing another 
“gallery of unusual people’—10 
more “non-innocents,” he _ calls | 
them—for Random House next 
year. Among them will be Michel 
Olian, Italian film financier (his 
story is in the current True) and 
William O'Dwyer, who is the cover 
Story for next month’s True. (Stern 
first broke the “Holohan case” in 
this Fawcett monthly). 


Paul O'Dwyer, brother-attorney | Trial assistant to publisher Alex 
of the former Mayor of New York,| Hillman. Burtt Evans, formerly | 
tried to get Fawcett to kill the | managing editor, has been named | 
Upcoming yarn but was nixed,| editor of People Today. 
‘Last week's Collier’s story on Leonore Silvian, radio-tele edi- | 
O Dwyer -by Lester Velie is said/tor of Look, is leaving the Cowles | 
to be considerably more sympa-| pub Aug. 14 to organize a public | 
thetic than the one Stern has in|relations and personal manage- | 
the monthly). ment service. Gordon Allison of 

His current “No  Innocence|The New York Herald Tribune is 
Abroad” includes _word portraits | slated to take over the Look job. 
on Virginia Hill, Rossellini, American mag upping its circu- | 


Countess Dorothy Di Frasso, Fred 
McEvoy, George Dawson, Lucky 
Luciano, et al. 


lation rate base from 2,450,000 to 
2.550.000, effective with the Janu- 
ary, 1954, issue. Simultaneously | 
the publication will hike ad rates 
10% and offer certain advertisers | 
up to 8% in frequency discounts. 





._, Christopher Awards 
( ristopher awards for second | 
Guarter of °53 include Marguerite 


Higgins, forei ; | Bishop Fulton J. Sheen's new) 
FRINS, n corres ont; af : dpa 

Cloyd Merten PR iss cage ie | book, “Life Is W orth Living,” con- 
Long. cartoonist: R. V. C. Bodley, | taining the text of 26 of his tele- 
British author: Artie Glen. Ameri-| Vision talks, is scheduled for pub- 


‘lication by McGraw-Hill in Oc- 


fan Composer; The New Yor ily 3 
M e New York Daily tober, when Bishop Sheen will re- 








“irror; Maurice Ey ac ‘ | 
~s ind Hayw ae Nagin Rae ggy Move sume his ae program, “Life Is 
5. 4 Lewis Allen, writer and Clark Worth Living av 
ones. director, of the telecast “The | Helen Worden (Erskine), widow 
American Road.” lof the late John Erskine. vet of the 
oe nneth Webb, director, and!old N.Y. World and N.Y. World- 
“avid Victor, writer, received | Telegram, and more recently a Col- 
i ‘as for the radio program “The | lier’s staffer, has compiled a collec- 
lortar.” tion of hermits and recluses which 
she captions “Out of This World 
“ore OK TV Book for Putnam's publication in Sep- 
%) arles Adams is the author of | tember. 
‘ ucing and directing For Tele- In cooperation with Columbia U., 
en Holt; $3.95). Mystery Writers of America will 
i — aS a guide “to all/ present a 14-week course in the) 
for the or TV, written especially | writing of the mystery story in the 
tion ¢ professional, the small sta-| 1953 fall term of the university. , 


Course will be under the direction: 


owner, and the student,” this | 





la 


| Street in recent years has dete! 


of Dr. Russell Potter, head of Co- 


i lumbia’s Institute of Arts and Sci- 


ences, and Robert Arthur, of MWA 
Polivy Adler's “A House Is Not 
A Home” is selling at the rate of 


| 6.000 a week. Rinehart has 75.000 


in print, and the unique confes- 
sional is regarded as one of the 
“few books that are moving nowa- 
days.” It was No. 2 bestseller tn 
the N. Y. Sunday Times this past 
weekend Rinehart’s trade book 
veep Ted Amussen states that “the 
national press has been surprising- 
lv sympathetic. with the exception 
of the N,. Y. Times.” 


| Real-Life Deserter 


aumm-, continued 


nd I 





~~ 


from page 1 


both had the same 


ion Why the heck 
ordered | 
Russian” ext on the wrons 
night? But second look at t 
trembling kid convinced us he was 
the real thing after all. Short 
stocky. close-cropped head and 
face like the map of the Ukraine 


ai 
ate 
the unit mi el 
«as 


‘ 


a 


and 


He didn't find it odd that the first 
man he spoke to in West Berlin 
was an American with fluent Rus 
sian. Soon he was talking free) 
about conditions in the Russia: 
Army (“terrible’ his mothe 
back on the farm (“probably died 
ot hunger by now his pas 30 


East German marks per month 
not enough to buy button-polish 
{ol uniforms”), 

Only Wanted Asylum 


our 


When we offered him an Am« 
can cigaret, he refused politely 
and rolled his own with black Rus 
sian tobacco and a strip of news 
paper. He clearly didn't want us 
to get the idea he had fled West 
for cigaretes or anv kind of hand 
out. He couldn't have cared i 
when we told him we were shoot 
ing a movie. All he really cared 
about was getting safely into the 
custody of American or British 
authorities who would protect hin 
from the Russians a few hundrec 
vards away in East Berlin. “They'd 
shoot me if I went back now,” 
he said, practically echoing the 

i¢g from an earher scene in 
the movie. “I know what I'm do 
ing: I want to stay here in the 
West 

So. while 50 grips, propmen 
electricians, camera unit and cast 
rubbed their eves in disbelief, we 


bundled our real-life Russian int 
a car and drove him to the nearest 


German police station. There, a 
few minutes later, British MP's 
picked him up and granted him 


political asvlum in the West. Vicas 
actor Ivan Desny and the rest ot 
us turned back to the interrupted 
film scene. The camera. rolled 
again and the take was perfect 
Desny looked completely authentic 
as he darted through the ruins for 
the shot of 


last the escape se- 
; quence, “Print it,” shouted Vicas 
Next day newspapers all ove: 


,the world were printing the stor) 
_of the Russian deserter who 


fled 
onto a movie set in the middle of 
a fictional escape scene. It was a 
press agent’s pipe dream, but a 
full report on the local British 
MP blotter proves it really hap 
pened—at midnight on the border- 
line of divided Berlin. 





N.Y.Cops 


Cae Continued from page 1 = 


Tell House, and a motion picture 
projector operator and commenta- 
tor. Latter is alleged to have pro- 
vided indecent commentary to the 
film, “Monsieur Beaucaire.”’ Fli 
Elentuch, bar's owner was held on 
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+ $00000000000066 By Frank Scully PESECOCESOOE+EES 
Telmi, Samoa 
Long a believer that great enterprises produce great headaches. 
I've been casing Mark Robson tor neartv two vears to fortifv this 
depressing philosophy. Fat and sassy after such successes as “Cham- 
10 “Home of the Brave” and “Bright Victory,’ I ran into m 
betore he was leaving for the South Pacifie to direct an indie produc- 
tion of James Michener’s “Return To Paradise,” starring Gary ( 
tull of beans, rari: t ’ 
Lt iim at | ‘ ed He OKC 
( He had dropped ked if } ( 
Pp tolre in i of | t 
then e went off to En ul i rie picture 
ier “White Shadows In The Pacif but in Te 
dited and scored he Theron \ t and Robert Wise 1 
elease and Robson eas A [ old self a i 
Hie s one of those t nk Th a! e commandin 
Born in Montreal, he came early to California, studied law at UCLA, 
nd then became a studio prop bov instead of an ambulance-chaset 
He worked up to filmcutter, editor and subsequently got a chance to 
direct one of Val Lewton’s mortuary thrillers 
By the time he had to choose between making a picture for Paul 
Short, starring Audie Murphy as a war hero, tor a straivht $15,000 
as his director's fee. and “The Champion starring Kirk Douglas as 
a heel, for Stanley Kramer for $10,000 cash and a percentage of the 
profits, he knew the business from Adrian to Zanuck. He grabbed 
the percentage deal, and has been grabbing them ever since 
Big name actors, who previously wouldn't be caught dead in front 
of Robson's cameras, nearly rushed him in the stampede to have 
! direct them the wav he directed Kirk Douglas, Ruth Roman 
Arthur Kennedy and Paul Stewart. He had learned his tesson well 
when manufacturing thriller-dillers for RKO. He stuck to story and 
acting talent, 
Coop Says “Yep!” 
Now it may be argued that Coop is a name, not a talent, but he 
eems particularly believable when cast in pictures set in less congested 
eas where men talk a if the late Calvin Coolidge wrote thet 
dialog and women look like dark-skinned Marilyn Monroes trying to 
pass. So Robson lured him into “Return to Paradise’ on the premise 
that Michener had been there and wouldn't lie about life among the 
sweltering palms 
rhe first obstacle the frugal Robson met was the absence of palm 
trees in Hawaii. He figured, with } sinall-budget background, he 
could make a Hawaiian boxear look like a Samoan lagoon. But he 
couldn't Hawaii seemed short of palm trees In fact, Robson Crusoe 
didn't find what the picture called for till the crew actually reached 
Upolu, an island in the western Samoa rroup now mandated to New 
Zealand, and famous as the place where Robert Louis Stevenson ended 
his days 
But, seemingly, between Stevenson fiecht to restore Mataafa to 
power and the arrival of Mark Ko! cinematic beachcombers, a 
mob of imperial krauts had beat up the easygoing Polynesians so 
badly that sweet-scented sabotage became the Samoan way of life 
Solemn words were made to be mnilingly broken. A work-week was 
Friday afternoon, provided the sun not too hot 
Forty chiefs had to be consulted about everything. When agreements 
were reached it was discovered that there should have been 44 chiets 
instead of 40, and the accords in consequence were faults Aspen 
Pix brought 15 people from Hollywood and hired 30 from Australia 
The Aussies knew their biz but Down Under they do not follow the 
Hollywood system, where things are departmentalized and the guy 
in charge is responsible for all those under him 
Warm For December 
As for the natives, they had worked out a sort of lotus-eating Com 
munism They lived in huts they made themselves They ate food 
they raised with practically no effort. Clothes could be taken or left, 


as the warmest month (December) averaged 80 CGepgreces and the coldest 


month (July) dropped to 76 derree: 


Though most of their possessions were community property, they 
seemed to delight in filching props that were essential to the action 
of the pic. Theron Warth didn't want to hurt their feelings by calling 
them thieves. He wanted them to know he trusted them. The result 
was the loss of 1,100 separate items. In the end he had to build a 
barbed wire compound, put on padlocks and stand guard 

At one point, 82 lavalavas disappeared, They are multicolored wrap- 
arounds, something like sarongs. They were of a pattern that could 
not be duplicated short of Hollywood, 4,200 miles away. Warth dropped 
protocol and threatened to clink the culprits. The chiefs joined in 


the search and about half the dancing costumes were ultimately found. 
The main culprit was fined two pigs, all of his taro, his sugar and 
11 tins of imported crackers. The chiefs then proceeded to feed on 


, roasted pig and sent two hind quarters to Warth to soothe his outraged 


charge of operating a cabaret | 
vithout a license, and Harold 
Rosenbluth was arrested for giv- 


ing an immoral and indecent per- 
formance. 

In the case of the Three Deuces. 
the nitery is one of those that will 
be torn down shortly to make was 
for an office building development. 
Others are Club Nocturne, Club 
Del Rio, Famous Door and the 
Samoa. 

Police action on the Three 
Deuces believed to have been 
inspired by an incident last week 
at that club which resulted in de- 
partmental charges being brought 
against Patrolman Charles Mend 
who was accused of attempting to 
eject Police Lt. Walter Habeeb 
head of a detective squad, from the 
club. It's also alleged that Mend 
lent a spare badge to a friend who 
was charged with impersonating 
an officer. 

New York's 


was 
Via 


famed Swi 


once g 
l- 


with 


came 


orated into Strip Row, and 
the G-string avalanche 
charges of gyp ‘n’ take, 


feelings. Besides, by then he was a fellow-chief and, I think, living 
in the old home of R. L. S. 

One scene involved a shot of a chief. A boy was carrying an um- 
brella over the chief's head, Jest a ray of sun hit him and strike him 
dead. They took a shot. Then they wanted a closeup. By that time 
the chief had retired to the shade of a palm tree and the boy was 
gone, They settled on another boy and began all over again. When 
it came time for a closeup he was gone too 

Gone With The Shade 

They began a hunt for him. The found him three villages 
He said he had left because he was tired and didn't want to work 
any more that day. While arguing with him, they saw the first boy 
under a tree and pleaded with him to return so they could match 
shots. He acquiesced with the air of a benign saboteur 

The first 10 days went along with something approaching Hollywood 
speed, but after that the slowdown of the Samoans began eating into 
Robson, Warth, Cooper, et al, like a fungus growth. It began to look 
as if the picture never would be finished. Warth assembled all 


away. 


CoONne- 


_cerned and told them that on the 27th of the month a plane would 


come into the harbor and off they would have to go, which meant at 


the present rate of speed everybody would have to work Sundays 
and overtime to get the picture done at all. 

The last day, they had to move everything around to the dry side 
of the island where the rains had not vet come. They got a fhuve 
truck and hoisted the boat on the truck to speed it across to the dry 
side of the island. Night was falling. Planks were rushed to the truck 
to roll the boat up them. Two more planks were commandecred, 


They disappeared, Questioning brought only blank looks 


Warth had part of the crew watch the next planks while he got the 
block and tackle. Then that disappeared. They got another set and 
in the end got the boat on the truck where they wanted it. They set 
it up for the next day’s shooting. The sail was gone. Warth began 
screaming like a man possessed. An all-night hunt finally brought 
the sail back. But not until he paid a bonus to the bus that brought 


back. 
The next day, 


it 
while finishing the long shots of the sailboat sailing 
away and the native girl swimming after it, the sailboat hit a coral 
reef and sank. With it Robson’s heart sank. The camera was on a 
mall tug. Cooper was standing on deck. Kobson thought fast and 
figured that by cheating a little here and there the tug could serve 
for the sunken sailboat. He cropped the shot. It worked. 

The plane arrived on schedule And so our weary travelers sailed 
aloft waving goodbye and calling “Aleha!” to as charming a bunch 


}of bums as ever sought shade in Paradise. 
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Broadway 


Judith Dawn Gordon engaged to | 
Valencourt F. Draper, Jr. Both} 


legit 


stint last Sunday (2) 
radio commitment. 
Narciso Pimental, 


to keep a 


top ranking 
impresario of the Philip- 


. . | pines, guest of Constance Bennett 
with CBS-TV. : : | last week at Carter Barron Amphi- 
Victor, longtime headwaiter at | theatre version of “Brigadoon.” 


Billy Rose's Diamond Horseshow, | 
now in the plastic biz. 

Dorothy Hirsch (Variety) in 
Jewish Memorial Hospital another 
couple of weeks nursing an ulcer. 

William Brandt, Brandt Thea- | 
tres exec, back from a survey of |} 
film activities in the European 
capitals. 

WB's Gil Golden due back next 
week from Burbank where he went 
to huddle on the new Warne! 
SuperScope 

Columbia producer Buddy Adlet 


In from the Coast Mon. (3) for the 
preem of his production, “From 
Here to Eternity.” 

The A. J. Balabans will sail for 


Europe Aug. 12 on the Liberte on 
the first lap of a holiday expected 


to last several months. 
Adhesions complicated Nick 
Kenny's gallstones op at St.! 


Clare’s hospital last week but he’s 
recuperating nicely now. } 
Spencer Tracy sailed to Europe 
last Thursday (30) to confer with 
Garson Kanin and Ruth Gordon 
on his next film for Metro. 
Richard Aldrich, Jr., Army flyer 
and former b.o. assistant at his 
producer-father’s Cape Cod straw 
hats, returned a week ago from 
Korea on a month’s leave. 
William S. Roacn, ex-O'Brien, | 
Driscoll & Raftery, has opened an 
international law office at 52 Rue 


d ; j 
Galilee in Paris. He still main- | 
tains his N. Y. office. 

Metopera soprano Nadine Con- 


ner, actress Eve Arden, actor Jay 
C. Flippen and French songstress 
Juliette Ferly in from 
terday (Tues.) on the Ile de France 


Jeff Richards, star of Metro's | 
“The Big Leaguer,” back from | 
England Monday (3) _ following | 


completion of “Crest of the Wave.” | 
He returns to the Coast after a few 
days in Gotham. 

Julius Fleischmann, legit-ballet | 
producer-backer, resigned from | 
board of N. Y. City Center of Mu- 
sic & Drama, feeling he’s spending 
too much time abroad to give the 
Center proper attention. 

Proposed new skyscraper office 
building on 51 to 52 street, on the 


east side of the Avenue of the 
Americas (still 6th Ave. to the 
natives) will kayo several of the 


erstwhile Swing Street's stripper- 
ies 

The Earl of Harewood, editor of 
the British mag Opera, and a gov- 
ernor of Royal Opera House, Co- 
vent Garden, flying in tomorrow 
(Thurs.) to 0.0, U. S. outdoor music 
setups. Will attend the Berkshire 
Festival this weekend. 

Helen Hayes, president of the 
American Theatre Wing, has set 
(up in memory of her daughter,) 
the Mary MacArthur Scholarship 
Fund, to give a young actress a 
year’s study in the Wing’s Profes- 
fessional Training Program. 

Tony deMarco’s altercation with 
a Bulfalo bus driver reminds that 
the dancer, who hails from that 
city, is a frequent commuter to Buff 
where he owns considerable prop- 
erty and is regarded as an im- 
portant local realty operator. 

Lucille & Harry E. Gould (he's 
general chairman of the Sophie 
Tucker golden jubilee dinner un- 
der Jewish Theatrical Guild aus- 
pices) entertained 200 disabled 
Korean and other vets from the 
52 Assn. at their Greenwich estate 
last weekend 

Director Robert Wise, unit man- 


| 
Paris ye) 
! 


|ing back for “In 





ager George Rhein and comera-| 
man John Schmidts, staff for 
Metro's “Executive Suite,” re- 


turned to the Coast over the week- | 


end after photographing scenes for 
the picture in Wall Street and on 
the New Jersey Turnpike. 

Milton Blackstone, p.r. for Jen- 
nie Grossinger, has been requested 
by Eddie Cantor io supply him 
with material for the comedian's 
forthcoming show biz deejay 
script, “They Started In The 
Mountains,” citing anecdota of dis- 
tinguished alumni of the so-called 
borscht (now called the = caviar) 
circuit, 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 


Metro producer Herman Hoff- 
Man in town for recent sneak pre- 
view of “Take the High Ground.” 

Chantoosey Southern, re- 
cently Robert) Ruark 


Terri 
kudoed in a 


column, current headliner at Blue 
Mirror nitery. 
Singer Mervyn Griffin in this 


week to beat drums for “So This 
Is Love,” (WB), in which he plays 
support to Katherine Grayson’s 
star role. 

Margaret Philips, star of Olney 
Strawhat version of “Lady's Not 
for Burning,” took time out from 





Senate confirmed Eric Johnston 


| last Friday (31) to serve another 


term as chairman of the Interna- 
tional Development Advisory 
Board, advisory body on the Point 
4 program. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal V. Cohen 
Christine Jorgensen 
Copa Monday (10) 
Carousel set back its 
from Labor Day until Sept. 11. 
Maureen Cannon heads show at 
[win Coaches this weekend only. 
Nov-Elites return to the Ankara 
Sept. 7 for another month’s run 
Theatre 
Aug 


comes to 


reopening 


Harris 
week of 
Scope. 

Owners of the Carnival 
sold a half interest in 
Street spot. 


closing down 
9 to install Cinema- 


Lounge 
the Sixth 


Leo Carlin, 3d, son of the Nixon | 


treasurer, suffered 
burns on hand. 

Kathryn Grayson booked to open 
May Beegle concert series at Syria 
Mosque Oct. 6 

Production of “The Drunkard” 
goes into the Club Belvedere Fri- 
day (7) for run. 

Local dancer Paula Caputo going 
to Europe in September with New 
York City Ballet. 

Howard Newman won't go on 
road next season; opening his own 
publicity office in N.Y. 

George Arnold-June Arnold ice 
show wound up its stay at the Hori- 
zon Room Saturday (1). 


third degree 


Nina Korda (Mrs. Sam Handles- | 


man) coming on for 
Dark” at Pitt Stadium next week. 
Maggie Hill, White Barn 
tre’s leading lady last season, com- 
Any Language” 
Aug. 17. 
Dancing Evans Family head for 


Korea on a USO tour when they 
finish at the Paramount in N.Y. 
this month 


Fire Island 


By Robert Lantz 

Claude Dauphin, after starring in 
“Suspense,” to Hollywood (10). 

Warren Stevens, after costarring 
on the Medallion-TV show, re- 
turned to Hollywood (4) 

Robert Goldstein, London-twin 
of Leonard, left for the Coast but 
returns to N. Y. and England next 
week. 

Herman Shumlin to N. Y. to 
discuss “The Wooden Dish” pro- 
duction with Richard Myers, just 
back from Europe. 

Nina Foch back from the Sig 
Miller play tryout in Matunuck, 
which did season's’ secortd-best 
business. Goes into Metro's “Exec- 
utive Suite” Aug. 24. 

Producer Donald Flamm here on 
a yachting vacation; also Henry 
Morgan, Neva (Mrs. Michael Ellis) 
Patterson, Jean Carson, Edith 
Atwater (who will tour with Melvyn 
Douglas this winter). 





Atlantic City 


By Joe W. Walker 

Louis Prima booked into Dude 
Ranch starting Aug. 7. 

Al Martino into Steel Pier’s 
vaudeville with Frankie Laine due 
Aug. 9-15. 

Michael Rabin featured by sub- 
urban Ventnor Summer music Fes- 
tival Aug. 11. Eugene Conley ap- 
peared Tuesday (4) night. 

Stan Kenton orch into Marine 
Ballroom through Aug. 6, with Ted 
Weems due in Aug. 7-13. Johnny 
Long takes over Aug. 13-20. 

John Reed King back in home 
town to head list of judges which 
selected Patricia Ann Condon 


(“Miss Essex County”) as Miss New | 


Jersey Saturday night (1). Al Owen, 
local disk jockey, emceed contest, 
sponsored by resort Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 





Pat Morrisey set for date at 
|; Clover Club beginning early in 
| August 


Newest all-nitery building along 
79th Street Causeway strip is the 
Cascades 

“Rose Tattoo” at Casablanca 
Hotel doing heavy biz also Grove 
Theatre group's version of “Moon 
Is Blue.” 

Joe Louis and all-Negro troupe 
set for Aug. 16 matinee at Beach 
Auditorium and night session at 
| Dinner Key (Miami) 

Dade County Auditorium 
ger Jerry Donovan set Sammy 
Kaye, Phil Spitalny and Guy Lom- 
bardo for dates next winter; Yma 
Sumac and Jose Greco also on 


| agenda, 


“Lady in the | 


Thea- | 


mana- | 


London 


Koran, mindreader, opened a re- 
turn cabaret date at Quaglino’s 
and the Allegro Room this week. 

Tom Arnold hosted an after- 
show first anni party for cast of 
Anna Neagle starrer, “The Glori- 
ous Days.” 

Shani Wallis taking over femme 
lead in Jack Hylton’s “London 
Laughs” during Vera Lynn’s sum- 
mer vacation. 

Norton Ritchey, Allied 


foreign topper, in from New York 





last Thursday, left for Germany 
| Saturday, and returned here yes- 
terday (Tues.). 

Leslie Knopp, technical advisor 


to Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn., 
elected a fellow of Royal Photo- 
pr aphie Society. 

Royal Danish Ballet makes its 
British debut with a two-week sea- 
son at Covent Garden Opera 
House beginning next Tuesday 
11) 

French chanteuse Line Renaud 
starts a new BBC radio series next 


week entitled, “On the Boule-| 
vards,” which she will record in 
| Paris 


Rolly Rolls, who opens a month’s 
cabaret season at the Colony and 
| Astor next week, booked by Ber- 
| nard Delfont for the South African 
| tour of the Folies Bergere 


of the foreign secretary in 

| Dairy mple’s production of “Three 
Cases Of Murder,” based on a 
Somerset Maugham short story. 


. 
Chicago 
| Lori Nelson here plugging “All 
I Desire.” 

Leonard Sillman seeking to pact 
Fleming Brown, folk singer at the 
Blue Note. 

Tommy Morton 
|‘*Main St. to 
| at the Monroe. 

Les Paul and Mary Ford arriv- 
ing here from Michigan City, Ind., 
Aug. 6 by boat. 

Carol Hay back 





boost 
current 


here to 
Broadway,” 


with Marshal 


Artists 


lan | wound up record six-week run at 





| 


} 


oungsters a mule presented to 
itt by Las Vegas Tenler Chamber 
of Commerce during recent JCC 
convention here. 


For first time, Ringling Bros. | 


—— 


Hollywood 
Edmond O'Brien in hospital for 
eye operation. 
James Stewart and Leo Carrillo 


circus confining Twin Cities’ en-! ¢, pittsburgh. 


gagement to single St. Paul 
appearance Aug. 8 
inability to line up lot here. On 
other occasions show always has 
played two days here and either 


not at all in St. Paul or oniy one | 


day there. 





Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


“Seagulls Over Sorrento” has 
passed 500th performance here 
for J. C. Williamson. 


Columbia readying “Salome” for 
major playdates over the Greater 
Union Theatres’ chain. 

Charles Munro, major _inde- 
pendent film loop operator, hospi- 
talized following collapse 

Ron Pitt appointed 20th-Fox 
homeoffice rep in Melbourne. Pitt 
joined 20th-Fox as an office boy. 

Arthur Morris, ; 
ish sales chief, hosted by Ernest 
Turnbull, chief of the Hoyts’ loop. 

Russ Marlow, for 24 years in 
charge of publicity for 
in New Zealand, resigned to go 


| into biz on his own. 
| Orson Welles inked to play role | 


“A Queen Is Crowned” (Rank) 
the 2.584-seat State, Sydney, for 
Greater Union Theatres. 

Alan Barr appointed joint gen- 
eral manager of film 
South Australia. Loop is hooked 
to Hoyts. Barr was formerly han- 


because of | 





Associated-Brit- | 


Helen Broderick recovering from 
major surgery. ; 
Herbert Marshall laid up with 
water on the knee. 
Paul Muni sued for $25,000 be. 
cause of a dog bite. 
Harold Wirthwein to Denve; 
Allied Artists confabs. 
Franklyn Farnum celebrated 
39th anni as a film actor 
Leo G. Carro!l back from N 
to start his telepix series 
Rita Hayworth checked in 
lumbia after eastern vacatio 
Eddie Davis in from N. \ 
write a nitery act for Ben Blu: 
Jane Withers revorted on i 
to recovery in St. Vincent's H 
pital 
George 
Vegas 
illness 
Morey R. Goldstein in from N. y. 


ior 


Raft 
nitery 


called off his 


booking because 


‘ 


|for production eonfabs at Allied 
Artists. 
Arleen Whelan withdrew from 


“Kismet” legiter because of kide 


ij ney ailment. 


20th-F ox | 


circuit in| 


dling city theatre advertising un- | 


der Cliff Holt. 
William Harrop, long biz mana- 
ger of the Exhibitors Assn., 


| appointed chairman of New South 


| 


Migatz at the Salt Creek strawhat- | 


{ 

| ter, after an operation. 

| Marsha Henderson here to do| 

| personals for “Thunder Bay,” 

| preeming at Chicago Theatre Aug 
7 


“Sam Lesner, Sun-Times film cri- 
tic, doubling as tutor to a Y.M.C.A. 


class at a weekend vacation spot, | 
subject being “How to Play the 


| Recorder.” 
Peggy Taylor, late of the Break- 
| fast Club, leaving to play niteries 
in Europe as a new act, using spe- 
cial lyrics of Owen Haynes, Chi 
song writer. 


Paris 

Opera - Comique 
with “Carmen” and “Ciboulette.” 

Suzy Delair inked for new An- 
dre Hornez-Henri Betti operetta 
at Europeen. 

“To Dorothy A Son” into Bouf- 
fes-Parisiens Oct. 1 with comic 
Roger Nicols starring. 

Jean Anouilh adaptation of Eu- 
gene O'Neill play, “Desire Under 
Elms,” ready for production at 
Comedie des Champs - Elysees. 
Goes into rehearsal Oct. 1. 

Gregory Ratoff in from Rome to 
confab with Edith Piaf and 
Jacques Pills. Actor - producer 
wants them for star roles in Broad- 
way musical of “Seventh Heaven.” 

Martine Carol, with 
Borgia’”’ pic completed, into 
“Anna,” film to be shot at Porto- 
fino with Albert Lattuada mega- 
phoning a Charles Spaak scenario. 

Marcel Ayme translating Arthur 
Miller's “Crucible” for Bruno 
Coquatrix’s Comedie - Caumartin. 
Jacques Dumesnil to have lead. 
with Raymond Rouleau directing. 
French version to be titled, “Witch 
Hunt.” 








Mi . 
inneapolis 
By Les Rees 
| Hotel Radisson Flame Room 
| holding over Quintette Allegro. 
® Legit Lyceum still without open- 
| ing attraction for 1953-54 season. 

Jan Garber at Prom Ballroom 
and Excelsior Amusement Park for 
one-nighters July 31 and Aug. 7, 
respectively. 

Persian Palms nitery introducing 
Harold Lloyd’s “Hollywood Hobby 
Horse Derby” here, along with its 
all-girl revues. 

Local barber shop chord singing 

societies serenaded Chordettes dur- 
ing latter’s Hotel Radisson Flame 
Room engagement. 
; Hotel strike delaying refurbish- 
ing and reopening of Northwest 
Variety club Hotel Nicollet rooms. 
| closed since July 1 and originally 
scheduled for unveiling Sept. 1. 

Local producer Morrie Chalten, 
who owns four ice shows, has inked 
Sonja Henie, now with one of them 
in Europe, to head his “Holiday 
on Ice” 
American tour 

Northwest Variety 
over to Minnesota 





club turned 
Society for 


unshuttering | 


“Luerece | 








for its next fall and winter | 


Wales Theatres and Films Com- 
mission, key authority 
allocation of cinema licenses. 


Ottawa 


Jerry Colonna due at Gatineau 
Club. 

Unexciting federal election (vot- 
ing Aug. 10) having little effect on 
show biz. 

Moving of Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp. policy brass from To- 
ronto and Montreal to Ottawa well 
under way. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
plans TV teeoffs in Winnipeg and 
Vancouver by this fall or winter, 
to bring total CBC TV outlets to 
five. 

Norman McLaren, head of Na- 
tional Film Board's animation dept. 
back from India where he instruct- 
ed in visual aids for Indian gov- 
ernment, 


George 





Hamid’s “Grandstand 
Follies,” Bergen’'s “World of 
Mirth’ midway and Hell 
pacted for 1953 Central Canada 
Exhibition set to open Aug. 22. 
Ernie Warren, 20th Century 
Theatres Ottawa district manager, 
handling publicity for annual air 
tour of 57 United States business- 
men-aviators on sky tour across 


Canada. 
Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Abbeyite Joe Lynch doing com- 
edy guest spots in Dublin terperies. 

Seamus O’Braonain named prexy 
of Broadcasting Advisory Commit- 
tee for two years. 

C. V. Whelan, former secretary 
Irish Film Society, to Spain for 


| duty as Irish consul in Madrid. 


Joseph Tomelty to London for 


Divers | 


governing | 





| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
1 
| 
| 
| 


Jack Palance writing life sto 
of Jack Dempsey in 
hopes to star. 

Frederick 
headquarters 
studia ta RKO 

Johnny Grant and Piper Laurie 
cited by Gen. Maxwell Taylor for 
their Korean tour. 

Reginald Denham in from N.Y, 


'y 


which he 


Brisson 
from 


moved his 
Walt Disney 


to round up thespians for “Sher. 
lock Holmes” legiter. 
Aubrey Schenck, Tony Curtis 


Frank Lovejoy and Mary Murphy 
returned from Hawaii. 

Jake Mogelever in from Wash- 
ington to seek studio cooperation 
for Treasury bond drive. 


Herbert J. Yates and William 
M. Saal back at Republic desks 
after sales huddles in N.Y, 

Walter Pidgeon will represent 
Screen Actors Guild at AFL con- 
vention in San Francisco. 


Geraldine Page contracted 
mumps while on location with the 
“Hondo” troupe in Mexico. 


. 
Madrid 
By Geeno Garr 

Magico Fassmann and a com- 
pany of 12 off to Puerto Rico and 
Venezuela on a tour of Latins 
countries. 

Silvia Morgan tossed a cocktail 
party to celebrate the launching 
of her own pix producing com- 
pany, Hispamer Films. 

Comedian Pedrin Fernandez 
pacted to join the Carmen Morell 
and Pepe Blanco Co. for its Au- 
gust season in Barcelona 

Maestro Napoleone Annovaz7i, 
from Vienna Opera House, to di- 
rect German and _ Italian opera 
season at the Municipal Theatre in 
Valencia. 

Portuguese star Antonio Villar, 


started work in new pic, “Don 
Juan Comes Back to Sevilla” 
Cifesa bought world distribution 


rights to film. . 

Argentine director Leon Klim- 
Gvsky here to direct a French- 
Spanish - Argentine coproduction 
Starring Argentine’s Olga Zubarry. 
Work will start in September. 

Teatro Cueca, a_ 1,500-seater 
which is used as a cinema during 
the winter, has reopened for the 
summer with the legit company of 
Manena Algora and Emilio Pages. 

Mexican songstress Irma Vila in 
hospital here after an auto acci- 
dent while on tour. Her company 
of 20 musicians, singers and danc- 
ers may have to lay off two months. 

Teatro Infanta Isabel has closed 


role in Alexander Korda produc-| his 10-month season with “We Will 
tion of “Hobson's Choice” at Shep-| Talk,” starring Isabel Garcez, Ma- 


perton. 

Frank O'Neill, director of Irish 
National Arts Theatre, readying 
lensing of J. M. Synge’s play, “The 
Well of the Saints,” on lecation 
near Dublin. 

—e Alberrici staging Jean 
Anouilh’s “Romeo et Jeannette” 
adapted to Irish setting by Donagh 
McDonagh as “Fading Manions.” 
Adaptation was staged in London 
by Laurence Olivier several years 
ago. 





Rome 
By R. F. Hawkins 

Jean Pierre Aumont to Paris. 

Bud Abbott to London after brief 
visit here. 

“The Great Lover,” only English 
lingualer in town, at the Fiam- 
metta 

Harlem Globetrotters in Rome 
for three days, appearing nightly 
at the Foro Italico. 

Linda Darnell, Valentina Cortese 
and others in “Forbidden Women” 
cast moving to Cinecitta for inte- 
riors after location work on Via 
Veneto and other Rome spots. 

Rita Stazi, Italian beauty rep at 


; recent Miss Universe shinding in 


. i, penned article on event for 
Roman daily, criticizing choice of 


‘Crippled Children as a mascot for | winner, 





riano. Asquerino and = Mariano 
Azana. Season showed the larg- 
est profit since the war, 
Tokyo 
By Richard H. Larsh 

Arthur Doyle, Universal topper 
for Japan, returning to U. S. for 
vacation. 

E. F. O'Connor, Metro Far East 
manager, headed for U. S. on first 
home vacation in years; returns in 
October. 

Local RKO office reported to be 
voluntarily withdrawing planned 
release of its Pacific war film, 
“Flying Leathernecks.” 





Attempting to beat the heat, 
small theatres in the provinces 
lacking air conditioning, are schec- 
uling a screening after the usual 
9 p.m. shuttering. 

Fuji Film Co. will increase 
monthly production of 35m [rW 
stock to 15,000,000 feet startine- n 
September. This 10-fold hik: aS 


made possible by enlarged pt" 
Japanese Motion Picture bt’ 


Board scissored only three 
ported films from the 69 pix /** 
viewed in first year of boarcs 
operation. Siight clips for sex!r’™ 
were made in the French """s 


“Dede d’Anvers” and the Nore 


gian, “Kranes Konditori.” 




















Wednesday, August 5, 1953 


VARIETY 


63 





XW we 


OBITUARIES 


JACK ADAMS 
Adams, 70, Canadian the- 
agent and former vaude- 
died July 20 in Berkeley 
ril West Va., while returning 
vfontreal from a Florida vaca- 
Born Stanley MecGuirl in 
Kings n. Ontario, he began his 


Jack 
Ja 





eareer in a comedy act in 
e played the ocarina. 
also appeared in an act 
Thompson Sisters, vocal 
d with a musical 
hhé The Barton Family. n 
e joined the theatrical 
of Fred Norman in Mon- 
in 1938 opened his own 
office, Jack Adams Pro- 
ct Theatrical Employment 
Ave! of Book Office, which he 
: d until his death. 


} 
tr@ai ut 


mt ife 
Parton Family act and a daughter, 
Jackie Adams, who had appeared 
~ith the first “Merry Widow” com- 
pan at His Majesty’s Theatre, 
I mtreal, . . . 
treal presentation of “Abie’s Irish 
Rost irvive. 


EDWARD C. BUDDY 
ard C. Buddy, 46, general 


who was a member of The | 


j 
} 


| 


group | 


| 
| 
| 
i 


} 


j 


and in the initial Mon-|inhe Actor's Home 


| 


r 

I of the Columbia Broad- 
casting System television news 
film division, died July 28 in Nor- 
walk. Conn., following a heart at- 
tack Prior to joining CBS six 
months ago, he had been managing | 
director of Cinema Canada Pic- 
tures, Ltd., of Toronto. 


who at one time worked 
r J New York Sun, was a for- 
mer European manager for Para- 
mount News. During World War 
headed the European news- 
reel pool, a distributing agency of 
war film to the major newsreel 
ompanies. After the war he be- 


R 1 
> , 


( 
came foreign news editor for War- 
ner-Pathe Films and three years 
later joined Cinema Canada. 

Wife. his mother, three daugh- 
ters. two sons, a sister and a broth- 
er survive, 





WILLIAM A, ANDLAUER 


Wilham A. Andlauer, 72, died in 
Kansas City Aug. 1 after a long 
iliness. He was a veteran of the 
film and theatre industries, and 
had lived most of his life in Kansas 
Cit) 


During the early days of silents 
Andiauer operated the Bonaven- 
ture Theatre which financed the 


founding of Andlauer & Sims Film 
Co., which filmed and projected 
pix for churches, clubs and busi- 
ne es 


He opened the Warwick, mid- 
town subsequent run, which closed 
recently and is now being 
verted to commercial use. He also 
opened the Benton at Lee’s Sum- 
mit. At one time he was a newsreel 
cameraman for Paramount in this 
area. Survived by his wife. 


_ WILLIAM H. FOX 

William H. Fox, 54, Pittsburgh 
theatre man, died July 27 in Pitt 
alter a short illness. He was sec- 
retary and general manager of C. 
7, Enterprises, Inec., operators of 
two film houses in Carnegie, Pa., 
‘nd was also treasurer of the 
oblestown Corp., operators of the 
hew Green Tree Drive-In. 

Fox Was treasurer and director 
of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of Western Pennsylvania; 
& director of the Screen Guild ex- 
change in Pittsburgh and secretary- 
eres r of Independent Theatres, 
n¢ 
in the affairs of the Allied MPTO 
of Western Pennsylvania. 

“urviving are his wife, his 


Yn +} 


onner, one sister and a brother. 


WILL CATLIN 

Catlin, 81, famed English 
‘mer show promoter and pion- 
— of pierrot seaside productions, 
“ied July 15 at Llandudno, North 


Wale S 


W il] 
c 


ge ‘dno and Scarborough, and 
tion a'so_ associated with produc- 
cs at Colwyn Bay, Wales, and 
“a Yarmouth, Eng. 

ALLE 4 
Ed ard VIT, Catlin received the 
privy liege of using the word “Royal” 


rs Connection with his troupes. 


He staged shows mainly at | 


performing before King | 


| 


| 


| 


con- | 





} 


| lowing 


| 





~ aries Laughton, some 30 years | 


£0. appeared in “Hobson's Choice” | 


é' Will Catlin’s Arcadia Theatre, 
“carborough, his last performance 
“Ss an amateur, 
HARRY LANG 

ena ..\, Lang, 58, vet vaude comic 
Aug 40 actor, died in Hollywood 
ao 3 after a heart attack. He 
eve to the Coast in 1936 and 


Ha 


vw 


"ked in radio, pictures and tele- 
c: rem Pe ho began his theatrical 
...,. | at 17, was later partnered in 


aude turns as Lang & Haley 


| appeared in 


and Lang & O'Neill. Upon shifting | 
eats ns and radio, he generally 
7, © Supporting comedy roles. ! 
fee hie best known in recent years | 


Characterization of radio's! Theatre, ‘ Brooklyn, for 





“Cisco Kid.” which he did for the 
last seven years. 
Wife, mother and sister survive. 


EDWIN J. SAULPAUGH 

Edwin J. Saulpaugh, 54, super- 
visor of continuity acceptance for 
the DuMont Television Network. 
died July 29 of a heart attack at 
his home in Jackson Heights, N. Y 
He had been in the entertainment 
industry for over 25 years 

At one time Saulpaugh was a 
legit producer-director. In 1941 he 
became a staff 
American Broadcasting Co and 
from 1944-47 was producer-direc- 
tor of the Philco “Radio Hall of 
Fame” for the Hutchins Advertis- 
ing Co. He was with DuMcent since 
1950 

Wife survives 


JOSEPHINE FOX 
Josephine Fox, 84, retired legit 
and radio actress, died Aug. 2 at 


N.J. Miss Fox, 
career as a child 


who began her 
actress in 1873, 


had appeared on Broadway in such | 


shows as Vienna.” 


“There 


Reunion in 
“Shanghai Gesture” and 
Always Juliet.” From 1940-1946 
she plaved the role of Granny in 
the radio serial, ‘‘When a Girl Mar- 
ries.”’ 
William Marble 

A sister, 
a retired actress, survives. 


THOMAS L. L. RYAN 
Thomas L. L. Ryan, 61, who re- 
tired last year as president of the 
Pedlar & Ryan ad agency, died 
July 29 at his home in North 
Salem, N. Y. At one time a veepee 


and account executive with Bar- 
ton, Durstine & Osborn, he formed 
the Pedlar & Ryan agency with 
Louis C. Pediar in 1925. Prior to 
his association with Pedlar, Ryan 
had been with Vogue mag. P. & R 


was dissolved by 
ber. 

Wife, two sons and three sisters 
survive. 


Ryan last Octo- 


MARY JACK DAVIS 


Mary Jack Davis, 21, of the 
Davis Sisters, singing team, was 
killed Aug. 2 in a head-on auto 


crash near Cincinnati. She and her 
partner, Mary Frances Penick, 21 
who suffered minor injuries, were 
returning from a radio engagement 
at Wheeling, W. Va., in connection 
with their new RCA-Victor release 
of “Rockabye Boogie” and “I For- 
got More Than You'll Ever Know.” 

After bowing on WCPO-TV, Cin- 
cinnati, in 1950 the Davis Sisters 
moved to radio and TY stations in 
Detroit. 

MRS. HELEN BRYLAWSKI 

Mrs. Helen Levi Brylawski, 90, 
widow of Aaron Brylawski, pioneer 
film theatre builder and operator 
in Washington, D.C., died at her 
home there Aug. 2. Her husband, 
who built the D. C. Warner Theatre 
and others, died in 1929. 

Among survivors are a son, A. 
Julian Brylawski, with the Stanley- 
Warner real estate department and 
oresident of the Motion Picture 

heatre Owners of D.C. 
son is Fulton Brylawski, a copy- 


| right attorney, who has represented 


many show business clients, 





ZACHARY GOLD 
Zachary Gold, 35, screen and 


He had also long been active | short story writer, died in Holly- 


wood Aug. 1 of complications fol- 
surgery. One of the most 
anthologized short story scripters 
in the last decade, he was brought 
to the Coast by Warners in 1945. 

During his three years in Holly- 
wood, Gold authored several 
screenplays, including ‘Humor- 
esque.” His most recent script is 
“Silver Horde’ which RKO is 
scheduled to make. 

Wife and two children survive. 





HARRY JACKSON 
Harry Jackson, 57, veteran cam- 
eraman, died in Hollywood Aug. 3 
after a five-week illness. Starting 
as a stillman with Warners in 1927, 
he became a lenser in 1934 at Fox. 
Jackson was particularly active 
as a location cameraman, going ‘o 
various parts of the world for dif- 


ferent films. Among his last assign- | 
“Bandwagon” for | 


ments were 
Metro and “The Kid From Left 
Field” for 20th-Fox. — 

Wife and son survive. 





PEARL DE SOSIOUR 


Pearl De Sosiour, actress, died | 


Aug. 1 in Springfield, Ohio. She 
several George M. 
Cohan productions with her late 
husband, Thadeus Gray, and at 
one time played a different role 
each week for 85 weeks at the 
Bowdoin Square Theatre, Boston. 
She also performed at the Lyceum 
several 


director for the! 


in Englewood, | 


She was the widow of acto 


Elizabeth Malone, also 
] 


Another | 


years and had toured with the old 
Baldwin & Melville company, 

Surviving are two sisters. 

ROBERT S. DISNEY 

Robert S. Disney, 91, retired 
real estate man and uncle of Walt 
|}and Roy O. Disney, died July 28 
in Los Angeles. When Roy, who 
is now president of Walt Disney 
| Productions, and his brother Walt 
formed a partnership to make ani- 
mated films their uncle helped 
supply financial backing. 

Surviving, besides his nephews 
are his wife, a son, a brother and 
three sisters. 





KIERAN BALFE 

Kieran Balfe, 44, newscaster fo 
WPIT, Pittsburgh, died July 30 in 
Pittsburgh following a heart at 
tack. Starting his radio career in 
Pittsburgh in 1930 with WWSW 
he conducted the “Cathedral Hour” 
on the station for several years 

Balfe had also done radio work 
in New York, Niagara Falls, Steu- 
| benville, O., and in several Penn 
Sylvania cities. 

ALBERT A. FENYVESSY 

Albert A. Fenvvessy, 97, one of 
the oldest exhibitors in the U.S 
died July 31 in Rochester, N. ¥ 
Born in Hungary, he came _ to 
America in 1882 and operated film 
| houses in Scranton Pa and 
Binghamton, N. Y., before moving 
to Rochester. 

Fenyvessy and his family 
23 theatres in Rochester. 


owned 


Nicholas known 


Grussner, 63 


| professionally as Nick Hall, died 
| July 28 in New Orleans. A song 
| writer and entertainer, he wrote 
the music for several tunes in 


cluding “Help Me Mend a Broken 

Heart.” 
Survived by 

brothers. 


wife, son and two 


JOE M. FIELDS 

Joe M. Fields, 85, retired actor 
died July 30 in New York. Making 
his vaude debut at the age of 10 
he appeared in that medium with 
Gus Rogers, Happy Fanny Fields 
and Mark Wooley. He played all 
the major circuits 

Wife and three 
vive, 


daughters sui 


DAVID B. STEIN 

David B. Stein, 47. WNEW.N. \ 
account executive, died July 30 in 
his office at the radio station. He 
had previously been an exec with 
WHN, N. Y., a stockbroker, and an 
advertising exec with Gimbel Bro 
N. Y., department store 

Wife, a brother and a 
survive, 


iste. 


GRACE LYONS 
Grace Lyons, 79, former booking 
agent, died Aug. 2 in Morristown 


N. J. Before retiring 10 years ago 
she repped such international 
figures as Sir Winston Churchill 


the late Mme. Ernestine Schumann- 
| Heink, Ignace 
Enrico Caruso. 

A sister survives. 





ROBERT B. J. BRUNN 
Robert B. J. Brunn, 42, senior 
| Staff engineer of the Hazeltine 
| Electronics Corp. and radio and 
television equipment 
| died July 30 in Grand Forks, N. D., 
where he had been vacationing. He 
| belonged to the Institute of Radio 
Engineers. 

Wife and two sons survive. 

Myrle B. Wheeler, 53, 
played a leading roje in the an- 
nual revival of the Denman 
| Thompson play, “The Old Home- 
stead,” in Swanzey, N. H., since 
1939, died in nearby Keene, Juls 
30. He suffered a shock at his 
home only two days after appear- 
ing in the final performance of 
the production, 





who had 


Sidney Tolfree, 72, veteran ex- 
hibitor in Yorkshire, Eng., died at 
| Scarborough, Yorks., July 22. He 
had 50 years’ association with the 
stage, and presented Vernon's Im- 
perial Bioscope as an early “‘ani- 
mated pictures” venture at the Peo- 


turn of the century. 


Wife, 46. of Maurice Maurer, 
veepee of the City Entertainment 
Corp., operator of the Astor and 
Victoria Theatre, N.Y., was found 
dead of gas poisoning Aug. 4 by her 
husband in their New York apart- 
ment. Police, who said Mrs. Maurer 
had been ill for three months, 
| listed the death as suicide. 





Carlotia Paul, 30, nitery singer 
who was appearing at the Zanzibar 
in Toronto, was killed Aug. 1 when 
the car in which she was riding 
collided with a truck on the city’s 
outskirts. She died enroute to a 
hospital. 


Michael J. Tighe, 70, pioneer 
Irish film exhibitor, died in Dub- 
ilin July 25. He built the first pro- 
i vincial cinemas in Ireland in 1912 








Paderewski = and | 


specialist, | 


| ple’s Palace, Scarborough, at the! 


iin Shgo 


| CG 
1926 he 


Dundalk 
was manager of the Capi- 
Allied Cinemas, Dublin 


A. Yaney, 47, drummer 
in the Harley Bracht and Archie 
Newell orchestras in Toledo for 
years, died in that city July 27 of 
a heart attack. A son, mother, and 
sister survive, 


tol and 


Wayne 


Father of Benjamin H. Segal, 
of Shubert Theatre executive staff 
New Haven, and former managing 


cirector Mark Hellinger Theatre 
New Yor} died in New Haven 
sii 

John Stewart White, 72, former 
publicity inager for the Oliver 
Morosco theatres, died July 25 in 
Los Angele \t one time he 
owned t New en Advertisin 
or 

Widow of Irving Jacol the 
Broadwa\ produce! and venvet 
amusement mena operatol who 
died about a vear io, died re 
cently in Denver She was about 
30 


Stepfather, 78. of 
Anthony Zanard 


film produce) 
Landi and father 


tof late film actress Elissa Landi 
died July 31 of a heart ailment a 
his son's home in Los Angeles 
Albert Rogers, 63. former revue 
and pantomime artist, died July 19 


at Peterborouvh,. Ene Hle became 
a hotelier upon leaving the enter 
tainment field some vears ago 
Oren W. Evans, Coast director of 
the Broadcasting and Film Com 


mission of the National Couneil of 
Churches of Christ, died July 25 
in Los Angeles 


Father, 77, of Dr. Lionel S. Au: 


ter and scripter Islin Auster, died 
in New York Aug. 2. Two daugh 
le and OW urvive 


Mother 78 ot 
Stewart, died of a 
Aug. 2 in Indiana, Pa 


actor Jani 
heart attack 





Barn Tryouts 


eee CONtinued from page | Gana 
Also. Warren Mun 
Thro the Rye 


Connecticut 


of the season 
sell, Jt ‘Comin 

heauled a the 
barn windup presentation Lat 
ter play wa initially presented to 
ucker trade in 1949 

Another '49 entry, repeated as a 
tryout this Edward 
Emerson and Charles William 
‘Love in Upper Sandusky 
at Sea Chiff Play was not included 
in the previous compilation of new 
works at the Long Island play 
Both “Rye” and “Sandus 
kv” have been mentioned as Broad 
way probabilities 

3 From Westport 

Of the plays recorded as poten 
tials for Broadway this fall, three 
are from Westport and four from 
Sea Cliff. Trio from Westport’s 


the seel 


season Was 


done 


house. 


production calendar are Mary 
Drayton's “Second Fiddle,” Diana 
Morgan's “The Starcross Story’ 


and Alexander Federoff's “Day of 
Cliff's contribution 
comprises “At Home With Ethel 
| Waters,’ Gordon Wholeys “After 
| Taxes,” Ann Barlow's “Cobweb 
/' Twine’ and Grant Gaither’s “The 
Long Street.” 

Other Broadway prospects, on 
the production slate of varied 
strawhatters, are Sigmund Miller's 


| Grace.” Sea 


“An Ancient Instinct,” Bruce 
Brighton's “Be Quiet, My Love,” 
Ray Golden's “High Time” revue, 
Winifred Wolfe's “Three Stories 


High,” George Batson’s “Celia,” 
Henry Ridgely’s “The Angry Apes,” 
| Nathaniel Bencheley’s “The Frogs 
of Spring,” Walter Hart and Rich- 
ard Maibaum's “The Paradise 
Question,” Joanna Roos and Ed- 
ward Mabley's “Red Sky at Morn- 
ing’ and “The Dazzling Hour,” 


adapted from Anna Bonacci's origi- | 


nal French by Jose Ferrer and 
Ketti Frings. 

In addition to the tryouts al] 
|ready mentioned, Westport has 
also preemed “Sailor's Delight,” an 
jadaptation of Peter Blackmore's 
|*Miranda,”’ Lawrence’ Langner’s 
1“Once Married, Twice Shy” and 
Mary and Francis R. Bellamy’: 
|“What About Maisie?” 
| Included in the remaining list of 
ltryouts are such entries as “Two 
‘for the Money” and “One Thing 
After Another,” both revues, Wil- 
\liam Nobel's “Starfish,” George 
Ross’ “Too Much Amphitryon,” 
T. C. Upham’'s “America,” J. A. S. 
Coppard’s “Dark Finale,” Jack 
Barker Perry's “The Indoor Sport,” 


i*George Baxt’s “Make Momma 
Happy,” Elaine Carrington’s “Re- 
|member Me.” Reginald Goode’s 


i“Ragoona,” Morton Da Costa and 


4 
and Cork. In 


‘Edwin MeArthur’s “Rip Van 
Winkle,” Rosemary Foster and 
Warner Law's “Sight Unseen,” 


Holloway Branch’'s “Strange Sanc- 


tuary.” Robert Smith's “Strike a 
Match” and Halsey Melone's 
= on 

Also, Easter Yagha and Robert 


Holton’s musical, “Great Scott,’ 
Hunter Blore Beaton’s “The Scrib- 


bler’s Three,” Marrijane end Jo 
seph Haves’ “Mr. Peepers Ward 
Easton's “Atlas Holds Up rvru 
Hillway's “Captain Ahab,” Stoane 
Elliot's “Happy Hunting Ground,” 
Viilton Kramer's “Women Are 
People John Dighton’s “Happiest 
Day of Your Life,’ Ned A 
stony’s “See You ‘Tomorrow Sid 
nev Michaels’ “Three-lToed Pony 
Sheldon Stark’s “Time of Scorn 
John Dos Passos’ ‘ S \ Ko 
meo Mulher’s “Wit LD ina 
Colours Angus Bailev and Wind 
or Lewi The Win Patac 
Wat n Weldon’'s “Hiouse of 
Card David Mark's “Captive at 
Large and Philip” Kine’: On 
Vionday Next” and Ilere We 
Come Gathering 

Forthcoming original to be 


tested on the rustie ec reuit include 


Milton Kramer's “Scras Seed 
Mike Stewart and Stelley Mowell 
musical, “Solomon Grundy Frank 
Lowe and Robert Gallicos adapta 

mn ol James Thurvpet 13 
Clock Paul \ Carroll The 
Wise Have Not Spoken John 
Rengier and Howard Blenkinan’s 
“By Hey Leonard Lee's “Hang 
Pogethes Charles S. .lules and 
Norman \Mleranus “Littl Green 
Isle and hoy Bailey “Skin 
Deep 


MARRIAGES 


Barbara M. Walter.te Maurice J 
VMeGarry Washington Nur ] 
Brice taffer at NBC capital 
tudios and 4 dauciiter of Rep 
rane I Walter 1) Pa he 
an announcer at WRC and WNBW 
NB 

Elizabeth Stafford to Larry 
White, Sedalia, Mo, Au. 1 He 
a newseaster at KCMQ, Kansa 

Mary Parquette to Pat Bradley 
Galveston, Tex., July 26. Bride is 
an vocalist he's an announcer on 


KGUL-TV there 
Kristine Miller to William H 
Schuyler, Holiyvwood, Aug. 2. Bride 


an actress 

Heath Williams to Frank Smith 
Jd Sug. 1. South Oranve, N. J 
boric wi formerly, secrevary to 
Vere Jerrne CRBS-TY Ono veep 
he’s Assistant manaprer to CBS-TYV 
ales development. His father is a 


jenton & Bowles veeper 

Patricia Marte to Clifford Bit 
kett, Preston, Eng.. July 18 sride 
j daughters of comedian Rep 
Marte 

Jackie Coogan to Dodie Lam 
phere, Mexico Cit April, 1952, 


(;room, an actor, disclosed the mar- 


riage lust weck 


Audrey Sharne to Harry Fraser, 
Hollywood, July 26. Bride is copy 
chief for the Raymond Morgan 
Avency: he's a former film writes 


and director, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. John Kuehn, son, 
Chicago, July 25 Mother «was a 
dancer in “Pal Joey’ father is 


production stage manager with the 
show 

Mr. and Mrs, Dick Means, daugh- 
ter, Pittsburgh, July 13 Mother's 
a singer; father’s a musician 

Mr. and Mrs. Wally Heim, son, 
Chicago, July 28. Father is pub- 
licist for UA 

Mr. and Mrs William Hector, 
son, (their sixth cniid), Chicago, 
July 26. Father is violinist with Chi 
Symphony Orchestra 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Hyams, daurh- 
ter, Los Angeles, July 27. Mother 
is former model EJeanor Carlson 
father is Coast rep for the N.Y. 
Herald Tribune. 

Mr. and Mrs 
daughter, Santa 
Mother is Eileen 
actress 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Murphy, son 
Evanston. Ill., July 29. Father is 
a radio-TV announcer 

Mr. and Mrs. Hans 
daughter, Montreal, July 23 
er is former Virginia Luce 


Norman Keller, 
Monica, July 28. 
Christy, screen 


Marcuse, 
Moth- 
plan t- 


singer: father is night manager of 
Ruby Foo’ 

Mr. and Mi Jimmy Matson, 
daughter. San Antonio, July 29. 
Father is engineer for WOAIT there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Grossmam, son, 
New York, July 31. Father is com- 


pany manager of “Pal Joey 

Mr. and Mrs Job Stern, son, 
Burbank. Cal., July 28. Father 1s 
a publicist 

Mr. and Mr Fred Friendly, 
daughter. New York, July = 20 
Mother is a painter, father is co- 
producer of CBS-TV’s “See It 
Now.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Seymour Herscher, 
son. in New York, July 29. Mother 
is Svlvia Kay, secretar: assistant 
to legit producer Jule Styne. 
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Wednesday, August 5, 1953 




















